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PREFACE 


What we know about Greek astronomy is dominated 
by Ptolemy’s “ Almagest ” (written about 140 a.d.) and 
closely related works like Theon’s “ Handy Tables ” 
(end of the fourth century) but we have only very little 
information about the practice of computing the posi- 
tions of sun. moon, and planets during any period of 
antiquity. It seemed, therefore, desirable to make the 
Greek horoscopes available for study as a group which 
could be expected to reflect at least some of the current 
techniques of Greek astronomy. 

About 60 horoscopes from the first five centuries of 
our era have been published since Young (1828) and 
Champollion-Figeac (1840) in the papyrological litera- 
ture, which comprises about 18,000 texts. We have 
collected all horoscopes from this widely scattered ma¬ 
terial to the best of our knowledge and added a few 
unpublished pieces which were kindly put at our dis- 
posal. Wherever possible we have checked all readings 
in photographs or in the originais. Naturally the study 
of these texts as a class made it possible to progress 
occasionally beyond the original edition of the single 
documents. Instead of giving a list of such small im- 
provements and referring the reader to the original 
publication for the main text we thought it simpler and 
more useful to give for all papyri, ostraca, and graffiti 
the Greek text in full, even if we had nothing to change 
in the original readings. We give a translation only, 
without the Greek text, in those cases where the original 
has been lost since its first publication. 

A different situation prevailed in the “ literary horo¬ 
scopes,” the majority of which are either contained in 
the Anthology of Vettius Valens (second century a.d.) 
or in the later astrological compilations made accessible 
through the Catalogus Codicmn Astrologormn Grae- 
corum. It would have taken us many more years, had 
we attempted to check the printed editions in all the 
variants of the original manuscripts. Consequently, for 
Vettius Valens we relied on Krolks edition (1908); for 
the horoscopes published in the CCAG 1 we checked 
doubtful passages wherever possible and, as a rule, at 
least one of the manuscripts, but we did not reproduce 
the Greek text except for some notes on variant readings. 

Since the primary objective of this study was astro- 
nomical, we have excluded from it purely fictitious horo- 

1 For the meaning of abbreviations consult p. 207 ff. 


scopes like the one given in the Dionysiaca of Nonnos 
whose author had so little concern with astronomy that 
he placed Venus almost in opposition to the sun. The 
time limits were given by the material itself: the earliest 
Greek horoscopes belong to the first century b.c. whereas 
the latest independent Greek texts are about contempo- 
rary with the beginning of the Islamic period. 

Though we are dealing with texts of a comparatively 
well-defined character, we must admit that we are fully 
aware that we had to leave many a question unanswered. 
The discussion of texts of this type touches not only 
upon all the countless branches of papyrology, on legal, 
political, medicai, and other questions, but also requires 
familiarity with an excessively complex and unwieldy 
astrological literature of which the twelve volumes of 
the CCAG are witness. All that we could hope to do 
is to present our material for further study in a form 
as accessible as possible. We hope that the indices and 
glossaries at the end will be found useful for quick 
orientation before details need to be consulted, e.g., in 
Bouché-Leclercq’s unsurpassed Astrologie grecquc. 

Our sincere thanks are due to manv scholars who 

* 

helped us with advice and by collating doubtful passages 
or providing us with photographs. Our Egyptological 
colleagues, J. Õerny and R. A. Parker, contributed a 
study of the Coptic sections of P. Lond. 98, based on 
a collation of the late Dr. P. Kahle. The important 
London papyri were repeatedly collated for us by 
Dr. T. C. Skeat to whom we are also indebted for several 
new readings. For the texts in Oxford we had the help 
of Dr. Colin H. Roberts. Dr. Bartoletti was helpful in 
checking papyri in Florence and Dr. Doresse made the 
parchment horoscope from the Louvre accessible to us 
(No. 326). Through Professor H. Youtie we obtained 
unpublished material from the Michigan collection. Dr. 
E. Boer in Berlin and the late F. H. Cramer were 
helpful in checking códices in Germany and France. 

For permission to reproduce photographs of unpub¬ 
lished texts we are grateful to the authorities of the 
Cairo Museum (No. 46), Cornell University (No. 282), 
the Laurentian Library in Florence (No. L497), the 
Louvre (No. 326), and the Universitv of Michigan 
(Nos. 182 and 208). 

We are greatly indebted to the American Philosophical 
Society for making the publication of this work possible. 
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INTRODUCTION 


A. NUMBERING OF THE TEXTS 

The texts are numbered, so far as possible, by their 
Julian dates. If L is prefixed we mean a “ literary 
source ” (Vettius Valens, etc.) as distinguished from an 
original text (papyri, etc.). For example No. 125 is a 
horoscope on papyrus for a.d. 125. If there are several 
horoscopes falling in the same year, they are differen- 
tiated by the addition of the month (or even day), e.g., 
L114,V and LI 14,VII. In case of duplication, the 
letters of the alphabet are used for distinction, e.g., 137,a 
and 137,b. 

In case the date cannot be established accurately, the 
number is determined as follows. If definite limits are 
known (e.g., the reign of an emperor), these limits are 
used. Thus a horoscope dated by an unknown year of 
Antoninus is numbered 138/161. The estimate of a 
century to which a text may belong is indicated by using 
the fiftieth year of the century but always followed by 1, 
or 2, etc. For example, 250,1 and 250,2 mean two papyri 
tentatively assigned to the third century (whereas 250 
alone means exactly the year 250). Similarly 300,1 
means “ from third to fourth century ” 325,1 “ first half 
of fourth century.” 


B. SYMBOLS 


[ 

] 

restored passage 

{ 

} 

superfluous passage in text, e.g., duplication 

( 

) 

our addition 

H 


Horoscopos (i.e., rising sign) 

M 


Midheaven (upper culmination) 

A 


Dysis (setting sign) 

IMC 

Lower Midheaven (lower culmination) 


O 

sun; in texts : d 

T 

Aries 

d 

moon 

8 

Taurus 

ó 

conjunction 

X 

Gemini 

<9 

opposition 

S> 

Câncer 

a 

ascending lunar node 

Sl 

Leo 

b 

Saturn = Phainon 

n 

Virgo 

u 

Júpiter = Phaeton 

— 

Libra 

<5 

Mars = Pyroeis 

"1 

Scorpio 

9 

Venus = Phosphoros 

X 

Sagittarius 

s 

Mercury = Stilbon 

V3 

Capricorn 




Aquarius 




Pisces 


r 

0 

1 

Q 

61 

vp 


n 

/ 

3 


>c 

L 

b 



P 


— 



■x 

— 


V 




P 




7> 


W 

X. 

T 

V 

<nz 

<* 

P 

% 

Sdr 

■tf 

X) 

X 

xc 



Figure 1. 


In original documents no symbols occur except occa- 
sionally d or d . The planetary and the zodiacal symbols 
appear only in Byzantine manuscripts, though written- 
out names occur at all periods. Some samples of zo¬ 
diacal symbols from late manuscripts are shown in fig. 
1 and fig. 20 p. 156. The symbol O for the sun does 
not seem to be attested before the Renaissance. 

C. METHOD OF DATING 

1. Only a small portion of horoscopes are explicitly 
dated. In the cases of papyri and ostraca the criteria 
for the date of such documents provide relatively narrow 
plausible limits, but in the case of literary horoscopes 
the possibility of fictitious compositions had to be íaced. 
It is only because of the generally excellent agreement 
for the majority of horoscopes quoted by Vettius Valens 
with computed dates belonging to his period that we 
can be sure that the majority of the “ literary ” horo¬ 
scopes are based on actual facts. 

2. For the initial dating a graphical procedure was 
used. The positions of Saturn and Júpiter were com¬ 
puted in steps of 60 years from —60 to -f- 600 ( cj . 
table 1 given here). Then a long sheet of graph paper 


Jân. 1 

4 

t 

Jan. 1 

* 60 

SI 17 

0 II 

- éo 

0 

V 5 

0 27 

0 

+ 60 

2 

X 16 

+éo 

no 

=*= 21 

9 2 

120 

180 

ni 11 

9 20 

180 

Z4o 

VJZ1 

SI 7 

2A0 

3 OO 

X IS 

£1 22 

300 

36o 

Z 7 

3P * 

36o 

AIO 

Z 27 


A20 

A 80 

va IA 

=£=■ é 

A 80 

SAO 

X 7 


SAO 

600 

K 28 

n ^ 

600 


Table 1. 


was divided into 60 units of length, representing 60 
years, and into 12 units of width, representing the twelve 
zodiacal signs. In the same scale two graphs of the 
mean motion of Saturn and Júpiter respectively were 
prepared on tracing paper. 1 To investigate, e.g., the 
interval from -J- 60 to -j- 120, one places the graph for 
Saturn at the left end on X 16, on the right end on Zõ 2 
( cj . the table) and similarly, Júpiter on = 2 = 2 and = 2 = 21 
respectively. Then the mean places of both planets are 


1 If 1 cm represents one year in the x-direction and 30° longi¬ 
tude in the y-direction, then Saturn needs 29.4 cm, Júpiter 11.9 
cm to cross 12 cm in width. 


1 
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known for thc vvhole interval. If, e.g., the horoscope 
requires a conjunction of Saturn and Júpiter, only those 
years are possible wliere the two graphs intersect, and 
the same holds, mutatis mutandis, for any other coni- 
bination. 

Thus one obtains very rapidly all possible dates vvithin 
narrow limits. The position of the sun determines the 
inonth; the moon fixes the day vvithin ± 1 day. Then 
the three remaining planets can be tested, Mars being 
most decisive for the first trial because of a motion of 
almost six signs per year. 

3. The method of dating could be simplified con- 
siderably as vvork progressed. At first a wide range had 
to be tested in every single case. As more dates vvere 
established, a file of already known positions and dates 
became very helpful. All horoscopes vvere filed lexico- 
graphically according to planetary positions, beginning 
with Saturn, dovvn to moon and sun. As more and more 
such positions were associated with definite dates, it 
became easier to estimate the proper date of a nevv horo¬ 
scope from the date of a nearby position. Especially in 
the case of Vettius Valens did narrow limits appear to 
hold for the horoscopes of each chapter. This made it 
possible to date even incomplete horoscopes or to detect 
scribal errors. 

4. All computations for the planets were carried out 
by means of P. V. Neugebauer’s tables in Astronomische 
Nachrichten 248 (1932). The results are accurate to 
about one degree, which is much more than needed in 
the majority of cases where only zodiacal signs are 
given. For the moon volume 2 of the same author’s 
Tajcln zur astronomischcn Chronologie (1914) was 
used, but only for mean longitude and mean anomaly, 
ignoring latitude and all perturbations. This is again 
ample to determine the day with an accuracy of ± 1 
in most cases. The date was usually chosen in such a 
way that the moon falis near the middle of the sign in 
question. In limiting cases, near the boundary of a sign, 
one has to take into account that ancient tables from the 
first centuries a.d. assign to longitudes values about 5 o 
higher than modern tables ( cf . belovv p. 180). 

The hour was found in a simple schematic way by 
counting two hours for each zodiacal sign of solar dis- 
tance from the horizon (which is known from the 
“ Horoscopos ”), disregarding all seasonal corrections. 
The error of this procedure will remain vvithin ± 2 
hours, in which time the moon moves about I o . Again 
this is more than sufficient vvhen nothing but zodiacal 
signs is given. 

For the lunar nodes the tables of E. W. Brown (1919) 
were used though only by rounding off the results to 
ten minutes, which is amply sufficient for our purposes. 
About the same accuracy can be reached with P. V. 
Neugebauer*s tables, quoted abo ve, by computing the 
element 0 which equals —&. 

5. The determination of the culminating point (M) 


of the ecliptic from the rising point (H) is easy to carry 
out by means of Théon's Handy Tables 2 which give the 
solution of this problem on the basis of spherical trigo- 
nometry for the different climata (cf. p. 4 “ Clima ” 
and p. 9 “ Midheaven "). During all periods, how- 
ever, and particularly for the earlier horoscopes, the 
arithmetical methods developed in Babylonian astronomy 
vvere used. In such cases we follovved the same method, 
using the rule of Paulus Alexandrinus (cf. p. 10). 

D. GLOSSARY OF ASTROLOGICAL AND 
TECHNICAL TER MS 

Hellenistic astrology developed a rich technical termi- 
nology. Except for rare cases all necessarv information 
can be obtained from Bouché-Leclercq’s masterful As- 
trologie grccque (1899). For any detailed study of the 
subsequently published horoscopes Bouché-Leclercq’s 
vvork will be an indispensable tool. We found it useful, 
nevertheless, to have at hand a simple glossary of the 
technical terms and concepts which should suffice as a 
first orientation in reading the text of a horoscope. 

Agathos Daimon (“ Good Genius ”). 

Locus 11 from Horoscopos, as “ starting place ” (rtwroç 
àfytTiKÓs) inferior only to Midheaven and Horoscopos 
(cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 416). For its influence 
cf. Vettius Valens IV,12 (p. 179,26 Kroll). Similar 
influences vvere attributed to the locus 11 from the Lot 
of Fortune (Locus of Success, 7rcpt7ro7/riítòç rÓ7roç) but 
the two vvere not identical; cf., e.g., the horoscope No. 
L 50. 

Alexandrian Calendar. Scc Calendar 
Aphesis. Sec Starter 
ApOklima ( ànÓKÁipa ) 

A sign which precedes, in the order of the signs of 
the zodiac, a center is called apoklima; thus T is apo- 
klima if, e.g., Midheaven is in 8. Cf. also Loci, p. 8. 
note 22. 

Ascensions. Sec Rising Times 
Aspects 

The Tetrabiblos 1,13 distinguishes four combinations 
of symmetric arrangements of points of the ecliptic. 

Opposition ” or “ diameter ” (endpoints of a diameter), 
“trine” (equilateral triangle), “ quartile ” (square), 
“ sextile " (regular hexagon). For details of this doc- 
trine of the “ aspects ” cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 165 ff. 

A planet is especially in “ dominant aspect ” ( K adv - 
nepTeprims) towards another one if it precedes the second 

i N. Halma, Tables matmclles astronomiques de Ptolcméc et 
dc Théon, Paris, 1823 (=vol. 2 of Commcntairc de Théon 
d'Alcxandric . . . ; vol. 1 p. 148 ff. contains the table for sphaera 
recta). We generally used a photocopy of cod. Vat. graec. 1291. 
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planet by 90° (“quartile”) in the sense of the daily 
rotation; cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 250, p. 252,4a. Cf. 
also the excerpts from Antiochus by Rhetorius, CCAG 
1 p. 157 No. 26 and p. 155 No. 21. Serapion even 
defines “ dominant ” within one zodiacal sign, simply by 
precedence in the sense of daily rotation (CCAG 8,4 
p. 226,30 top. 227,5). 

Augustus, Era of 


In our diagrams the following abbreviations are used 
for the four centers 

H Horoscopos or rising point 

A St-trtç or setting point 

M Midheaven or upper culmination 

IMC imtim coeli or lower culmination 

= Lower Midheaven 

Clima 


Dates of the Alexandrian calendar can be converted 
into Julian dates by means of 

Augustus 0 Thoth (I ) 1 = — 30 August 29. 

Basis (yfícío-tç). See Lots 


Calendar 

The names of the months in the Egyptian (rotating) 
and Alexandrian (fixed) calendar are: 


I Thoth 
II Phaophi 

III Hathyr 

IV Choiak 


V Tybi 
VI Mekheir 
VII Phamenoth 
VIII Pharmouthi 


IX Pachon 
X Payni 
XI Epiphi 
XII Mesore 

epagomenai 


In the Egyptian calendar the number of epagomenai 
days is constantly five. In the Alexandrian calendar a 
sixth epagomenai day is added every fourth year. Con- 
sequently the Alexandrian year remains in fixed rela- 
tion with the Julian year, the first of Thoth being for 
three years in succession August 29, then once 3 August 
30, etc. 

If we wish to distinguish between these types of 
calendars we shall add in parenthesis “ e ” for the Egyp¬ 
tian, “ a ” for the Alexandrian and “ j ” for the Julian 
calendar. Thus I(a) 1 = VIII(j) 29. 

In the horoscopes from Dura (Nos. 176, 219,1 and 
250.1) the names of the months of the Maccdonian 
calendar appear. Their order in this late period is: 


In ancient geography the concept of “ geographical 
latitude ” ( <f> ) plays only a secondary role beside the 
characterization of a locality by its longest daylight ( M) 
or by the ratio of the longest to the shortest daylight 
(M : m). For example, M = 14 h is always quoted as 
maximum for Alexandria, thus m = 10 h and M : m 
= 7:5, but very rarely is the corresponding latitude 
of about 304° mentioned. Similarly the clima of Baby- 
lon is defined by M : m = 3 : 2. 

The longest daylight, M, is directly related to the 
rising times (cf. p. 11). Since the longest day occurs 
when the sun is located at the beginning of 55 we can 
say that on that day (the summer solstice) 55 rises 
with the sun. At sunset 180° of the ecliptic have risen, 
thus the six signs from ^ to The total of the time 
required by their successive risings is M : 

M = a 4 -f- a 5 -J- ‘ ’ ' H~ a n- 

Since the as are measured in degrees, M also is counted 
in the same units. Division by 15 changes degrees to 
hours. 

The concept of “ rising times ” is of Babylonian origin 
though only applied for the geographical conditions of 
Babylon, i.e., for M : m = 3 : 2. These rising times 
were not found by exact trigonometric computation but 
approximately determined by arithmetical progressions. 
Two methods were known for this, called “ System A ” 
and “ System B ” respectively (cf. p. 12). The corre¬ 
sponding rising times are 


I 

Hyperberetaios 

VII 

Xanthikos 

System A 

System B 

II 

Dios 

VIII 

Artemisios 

ai = djo = 20° 

dt = d 12 = 21 ° 

III 

Apellaios 

IX 

Daisios 

d 2 — dj i = 24 

do = dj i = 24 

IV 

Aydnaios 

X 

Panemos 

a 3 = dio = 28 

a 3 — a 10 = 27 

V 

Peritios 

XI 

Loos 

a 4 = d., = 32 

a 4 = d 9 = 33 

VI 

Dvstros 

j 

XII 

Gorpiaios 

d-, = d S =36 
d,j = dr =40 

d.-, = d 8 = 36 
dr, = dr = 39. 


with Hyperberetaios roughly corresponding to October. 


Centers (Ktvrpa) 

The “ centers ” are the four points which the ecliptic 
has in common with the horizon and the meridian 
at a given moment. Consequently these points are the 
rising and the setting points and the points of upper 
and lower culmination. The rising point is also called 
the “ Horoscopos.” The upper culmination is “ Mid¬ 
heaven.” Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 258 ff. 


In both cases we have M — o 4 + ■ • • + a n = 3.36, thus 
in = 2,24 (since M -f- m = 6,0° = 24 h ) and M : m = 
3 : 2. 

With the transmission of Babylonian astronomical 
methods to Alexandria, similar schemes were adopted 
for this locality. In order to obtain M : m = 7 : 5 one 
must use 

System A System B 


a, = ajo = 21 ;40° 
a-j = a n = 25 


a, = a, o = 22 :30 o 
a 2 — a n = 25 


*For the Julian year which precedes the Julian leap year. 
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«3 ■= aio = 28 ;20 

a 4 = a-j =31 ;40 
a.-, = a* =35 
a, ; = a 7 = 38 ;20 

which give correctly M = 3,30, thus m = 2,30 and 
M : m = 7 : 5 for both systems. 

By linear extrapolation from these two starting points 
a whole system of geographical zones, called “ climata,” 
vvas developed. lt appears in two “ Systems,” A and B, 
and with two fundamental localities, (a) Alexandria 
and ( b ) Babylon, respectively. In all cases seven cli¬ 
mata were distinguished, tbe “ first ” being Alexandria, 
the “ second ” Babylon. Actually, however, the two 
original lists do not occur in a common scheme. Starting 
from Alexandria one used the following values of M as 
characteristic for tbe climata: 

3,30° 3,34 3,38 3,42 3.46 3,50 3,54. 

Thus Babylon, with M = 3,36, falis between tbe second 
and third value. Similarly Alexandria with M = 3,30 
is omitted if one uses the sequence 3,32° 3,36. . .3,56 
which is based on Babylon. This holds for both Sys¬ 
tems, A and B, of rising times. 

Vettius Valens (1,7) gives as definition of the cli¬ 
mata, a scheme of rising times which are computed 
accordingto System A and based on Alexandria ('* clima 
1 ”). In fact, however, he also uses in his text the 
sequence based on Babylon (as “clima 2”) ; in both 
cases rising times of System B occur. 4 The same incon- 
sistency runs through the whole ancient and mediaeval 
astrological and geographical literature. In order to 
be able to characterize a scheme exactly, we give in 
table 2 a complete list of all cases of rising times ob- 
tainable from Systems A and B, respectively, and with 
(fl) Alexandria or ( b) Babylon as basis. 

With the development of spherical trigonometry, 
probably not much before the end of the first century 
a.d., an additional version of “ seven climata ” comes 
into existence. It is based on a sequence of geographical 
zones, beginning with the equator (this case is known 
as “ sphaera recta ”), such that the longest daylight M 
increases in steps of ]/i hour. Ptolemy, in the Almagest 
11,8, gives a list of rising times for 11 such zones from 
M = 12 h to M = 17 h . From this a selection of seven 
zones vvas made, beginning with M =13 and ending 
with M = 16 (where M : m = 2 : 1). These are the 
“ seven climata ” used by many later authors 5 but 
known already to Ptolemy. 0 In this arrangement Alexan¬ 

4 Cf. p. 184. 

5 Examples: Theon of Alexandria (about 360) Handy Tables 
(Halma III p. 34 f.) = P. Lond. 1278 and the closely related 
tables of Cod. Vat. Graec. 1291 (written about 816) ; Isidorus 
of Seville (about 600) ; al-Battãní (900) ; Marvazi (1050) ; 
Bar Hebraeus (1279), and passim in Islamic and Byzantine 
tables. 

•'Almagest 11.13 (Heib. p. 174-187), VI.11,12 (Heib. p. 538, 


5yjt A 

.. 

_ Z _ 



_ 4 _ 

■ 

a 

k 

9 

k 

a 

k 

m 

t. 


UAcT 

ii l,4o 

10. JJ 10 

10 



IS 10 

17,44.4o 

T >C 

*1 “ 

is 

li AO 

li 10 

IA 

Boi 

1110 

ii 

li Ao 

0 * 

%• «,ç 

it lo 


li t, Ao 

it 

17, Si 10 

17 Ai Ao 

17 Ao 

17 11.1o 

íí 

-í- «, 

1/ Ao 

Si Al. Ao 

usi.to 

si 

Sl à. Ao 

u n io 

Sl, lo 

U li. Ao 

os 


SS 

SSlo 

a ao 

st 

St io 

lÍ4o 

n 

17 lo 

9 ■? 

V* * 7 

St,10 

sissio 


Ao 

4o, tyw 

41 l.4o 

Ai Ao 


T- 

n 

yyr 

Sll 

xu 


i.m 

\A0 

m 

iM 



■ 

s 

6 

7 

A 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

b 


T X 

X * 
o / 

& n 

U10 

17 -li. Ao 
Sl S\lo 
37> 0 

Ai Ai Ao 

li Ao 

» 

li 

1710 

ú'Ao 

St 

AS lo 

• 

It l.Ao 
li Ao 
limo 
si, At. Ao 

Mio 

AS Sl lo 

IS SS.lo 
1 ! 10 

17\ {.Ao 
u.sy 10 

St AO 

At li Ao 

IS 

u 

17 

SS 

SI 

AS 

IA lt Ao 
lJ Ao 
d Si lo 
SS. {Ao 
S) t lo 

AS S\ 10 

«. * ** 

N * *1 

«i * *7 










Sy*tB 

• 

2 

3 

4 

■ 

a 

k 

a 

k 

a 

k 

a 

b 

«, * A, X 
*1 *•*!. 

* *»• 
^4 ■ 

*C * ^7 

1 

22 

IA Ao 
lí IO 
si Ao 

SS IO 
St 

H t So 
li 10 

li 10 
siso 

SS Ao 

siso 

• 

1 

AO t SC 
l)Ao 
liso 
silo 
silo 
i). SO 

10 

li 10 
lí AO 

siio 

Sito 

Ao 

l\\0 

IS 

IC IO 
IJ J 0 
17 

AO, SO 

n 

li Ao 
lt lo 
d. to 

J7 10 
Al 

•V X 

0 / 

5T~ 









m 




s 

6 

7 

Syit.B 

M 

b 

a 

b 

a 

k 

r x 

11 SO 

lt 

17, SO 

n 

lt lo 

u 


tf « 

21,10 

11 

11 Ao 

II 20 

li 

10, AO 


X. 4 

li 10 

iC 

2SSO 

«.< ® 

ISSO 

li 10 

“j * *».. 

GS 

ji*. 

SA 

SAIO 

2A.IO 

siso 

JAAo 


Si 1 

SIAO 

U 

St, IO 

St. AO 

‘1 

si 10 



Ai io 

Al 

Al, SO 

AS 

4iio 

44 

7 

n 

\4i 

3 At 

l.So 

i.Sl 

J.S4 

ysí 

At 


Table 2. 


dria (with M = 14 h ) becomes the “ third clima.” Un- 
fortunately, Byzantium with M = 15;15 h falis between 
two climata and therefore later tables contain a special 
table for this latitude. 

The relations between these different types of “ cli¬ 
mata,” all of which remain in use during the Middle 
Ages, are represented in table 3. 

Finally a remark is needed concerning the position of 
the equinoxes and solstices. If not explicitly stated to 
the contrary we always assume that these points coin¬ 
cide with the zero-point of their respective signs. In 
Babylonian astronomy. however. the vernal point was 
located either at T 10 (in “ System A ”) or at T 8 (in 
“ System B ”) and particularly the latter norm occurs 
quite frequently in Greek astrology. In this case one 
must define ai as the rising time of the ecliptic arc 
from T 8 o to 8 8 o etc. and m and M refer to V3 8 o 
and S 8 o respectively. It is characteristic for the syn- 
cretistic attitude of Hellenistic astrology that a table 

10; 538,24/539.1); Análenima (Heib. p. 214, 10 ff.); Planis- 
phacrium (Heib. p. 249,15); also Gcogr. 1,15 (Müller p. 41,1; 
10 f.) with reference to Marinus of Tvre who wrote about 
A.n. 110. 


(13 = aio === 27 ;30 
aj — a>, = 32 ,30 
a.-, = a* = 35 
a,, = a- = 37 ;30 
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for the length of daylight, computed with System A, 
may use the vernal point T 8 o of System B. 7 
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Table 3. 


Commanding and Obeying Signs 

According to Tetrabiblos 1,14 the zodiacal signs of 
the summer semicircle (from T to TT#) are “ command¬ 
ing,” the signs of the winter semicircle (from = 2 = to K ) 
“obeying” ( cf. also Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 163 í.). 

A more complicated scheme is given by Vettius Valens 
1,8 (cf . fig. 2a) according to which X obeys d , Ví\ 
obeys rrç>, while X and 5b and pf 1 and ,£7 “ look ” at each 
other (if vve restore correctly the meaning of the some- 
what confused text). The equinoctial and solstitial 
signs (T 22 =£= V3) seem to be excluded from this 
scheme. The computation in Vettius Valens is based 
on the rising times for System A and the latitude of 
Babylon. 

P. Midi. 149 distinguishes even three types of rela- 
tions, to “ see,” to “ hear ” (cf. fig. 2b), and to “ per- 
ceive.” 

Contact (ovva<f>ij) 

There are several possibilities for the moon to be in 
“ contact ” with a planet according to a doctrine for 

7 Cf. the table in Vettius Valens VIII, discussed below in 
Ch. III,F (p. 174). 


which Vettius Valens VII,5 (p. 290,14-23 Kroll) quotes 
“ the king,” i.e. Nechepso. The moon might be in a sign 
next to the planet such that she will come soon in con- 
junction with the planet as her longitude increases; or 
the moon might reach the diameter of the planet (ex- 
amples: Nos. L 120,IX, L 478, L 516) or the side of 
the quartile aspect 8 (example: No. L 475). 

For a slightly different doctrine cf. Bouché-Leclercq, 
AG p. 245 ff. 



a. Vettius Vaíens b. 7? ftich. 14-9 

Figure 2. 


Culminating Point. See Midheaven 
Decans 

The “ decans ” of the Hellenistic and later periods 
are simply the thirds of the zodiacal signs, i.e., sections 
of the ecliptic of 10° lengths. Historically the decans 
go back to Egyptian lists of 36 constellations which 
were drawn up many centuries before the introduction 
of the zodiac. 9 Only when in the Ptolemaic period the 
zodiac was transplanted to Egypt did the decans become 
directly associated with this new system of reference 
for the solar motion through the year. 

The Egyptian lists of decans experienced in the 
course of history many minor modifications, partly from 
intentional changes, partly by the accidents of tradition. 
Their latest forni is represented by an astronomical 
frieze in the Temple of Edfu 10 (Ptolemy VII Euergetes 
II) and, with minor and obvious errors, by a frieze in 
the “ Silver Room ” of the Temple of Hathor in Den- 
dera" (Augustus-Trajan). It is the list from Edfu 
which fornis the basis for the second column in table 4 
given below, except for the variant for the third decan 
in Gemini. which is taken from the Outer Hypostyle in 
Dendera 12 (Tiberius). 

The Egyptian names of the decans are still reflected 
in several Greek and Latin versions though there were 
manufactured lists of decans which have nothing in 
comrnon with the Egyptian originais (e.g., in the “ Testa- 

6 Trine seems to be excluded. 

B For the original positions of the decans cf. Neugebauer [9], 

10 Porter-Moss VI p. 134 (north wall). 

11 Porter-Moss VI p. 58 f. (Room XI). 

17 Porter-Moss VI p. 49 (ceiling). 
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nientum Solomonis”). The most frequently quoted 
Greek version is taken from Hephaistion of Thebes 
(fourth century a.d.), which is reproducec! here in the 
third column but only in so far as it agrees with the 
Egyptian prototype. Professor R. A. Parker has recog- 
nized that the second half of Hephaistion’s list is dis- 
torted by errors and duplications 13 which have not, 
however, affected to the same degree the Latin list 
preserved in Firmicus (fourth century). From this 
source are taken three names, adding one variant from 
Scaliger; cf. column (4). 
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Table 4. 


In the Greek horoscopes the decans are mentioned by 
names only in P. Lond. 130 (No. 81) and P. Lond. 98 
(No. 95). For these cases the commentaries to Nos. 81 
and 95 should be consulted. 

For the details of the astrological importance of 
the decans see Gundel, DD (1936) and the article 
“ Dekane ” in RE Suppl. VII, 116-123 (1940) by the 

13 The decans No. 2 and 3 in V5 and No. 1 of ~ are taken 
by Hephaistion as the three decans of V3- On the other hand 
the third decan of ~ and the three decans of are given by 
Hephaistion two lines too high for the correspondence with the 
Egyptian names as shown in our table. 


same author. The reader should be cautioned, however, 
against Gunders tendency to derive much too much 
from Egyptian sources (c/., e.g., Schott [1]). 

Depression. See Exaltation 

Diameter 

Aspect in which two celestial bodies are located in 
opposite endpoints of a diameter of the ecliptic. Cf. also 
“ Ópposition.” 

Diocletian, Era of 

The corresponding Julian dates are obtainable from 
the relation 

Diocletian 0 Thoth (I) 1 = a.d. 283 Aug. 30 

using the Alexandrian calendar for the years of the era 
Diocletian. 

Disjunct (âo-tVStros). Sce Turning away 

Diurnal. See Sect 

Dodekatemoria 

Assume a point A of a zodiacal sign being a degrees 
from the beginning of the sign. With A is then asso- 
ciated as its “ dodekatemorion ” another point B whose 
distance from A is 12o- (and therefore from the begin¬ 
ning of the original sign 13o-). This relationship is one 
of the rare instances where a similar doctrine is also 
known from cuneiform sources. 14 

The following table gives the longitudes of B with 
respect to the beginning of the sign of A, measured in 
“ signs ” (s = 30°) and degrees. 


A: OM 

B: 0*13° 

A: 0 S 16° B: 

6 S 28° 

2 

0 26 

17 

7 11 

3 

1 9 

18 

7 24 

4 

1 22 

19 

8 7 

5 

2 5 

20 

8 20 

6 

2 18 

21 

9 3 

7 

3 1 

22 

9 16 

8 

3 14 

23 

9 29 

9 

3 27 

24 

10 12 

10 

4 10 

25 

10 25 

11 

4 23 

26 

11 8 

12 

5 6 

27 

11 21 

13 

5 19 

28 

0 4 

14 

6 2 

29 

0 17 

15 

6 15 

30 

0 30 

Example: 

original position : 

8 21, thus A = 

21 and 

B=»0° 

+ 9 S 3 = 3T 3° as 

dodekatemorion. 



The dodekatemoria obviously increase the number of 
possibilities for the horoscopic predictions. 


Dominant. Sce Aspects 


14 Cf. Neugebauer-Sachs [ 1 ]. 
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Dysis 

Setting point of the ecliptic, cxactly opposite the 
Horoscopos. Dcnoted in our diagrams by A. Cf. also 
“ Centers.” 

Epanaphora ( inava^opá ) 

A sign which follows, in the order of the signs of the 
zodiac, a center. Thus 8 is epanaphora if T is in Mid- 
heaven. Cf. also Loci, p. 8 note 21. 

Equinox. Scc Clima 

Era. Scc Augustus, Diocletian 

Exaltation (vipo>pa) and Depression (rairtínopa) 

Zodiacal signs of special power and weakness respec- 
tively of the planets as indicated in fig. 3. (+ Exalt., 



Exaltaho 05 Depressions 


Figure 3. 

— Depr.). Cf. Tctrabiblos 1,19 [20]. The arrangement 
of the planets on which this scheme is constructed fol¬ 
lows the order of the geocentric distances and is thcre- 
íore of Greek origin. 

Occasionally exact longitudes are associated with the 
exaltations as follows: 


O: 

T 19 

S : 

V3> 28 

d : 

8 3 

$ : 

X 27 

t? : 

U : 

=£= 21 

S 15 

$ : 

ttb 15 


The depressions are located 180° distant from the exalta¬ 
tions. Cf. Yettius Yalens II 1.4 (p. 140. Kroll) and 
Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 192 ff. 

Exaltation (of the Nativity) 

In Vettius Valens 11,18 (p. 80 Kroll) the “ exalta¬ 
tion ” of a given nativity is defined by means of the 
position of the sun (in daytime) or of the moon (at 
night). This is done in the following way: one counts 
the distance from the sun to T (which is the exaltation 
of the sun) or from the moon to 8 (the lunar exalta¬ 
tion) respectively. The same distance is then assumed 


to separate the Horoscopos from the exaltation of the 
nativity. 

Example: 15 The sun in «Sb is four signs ahead of T. 
If the Horoscopos is in =£=, then the exaltation of this 
nativity is X because =£= is four signs ahead of X. 

For another example and for the definition cf. the 
text of No. L 5O. 16 

Follow. Scc Precede 

Horoscopos or Ascendant 

The rising point of the ecliptic; cf. Tctrabiblos III,2. 
Denoted in our diagrams by H; see also “ centers.” 

Houses (oíkoi) 

Each planet has two houses, symmetrically located to 
Só and «Sb, which are assigned to moon and sun resi>ec- 
tively (cf. fig. 4). Cf. Tctrabiblos 1,17. The arrange- 



Houses 

Figure 4. 


ment of the planets according to their distance from the 
earth speaks for a Greek origin of this doctrine. 

In the horoscope No. 81 the name “ sign ” (£w8íoe) 
is used instead of “ house.” 

Katarche (Karap^r/') 

Literally “ beginning.” As a branch of astrology it 
concerns the investigation of the influence of a momen- 
tary configuration of the celestial objects, e.g., at the 
beginning of a journey, upon the outeome of an enter- 
prise. Thus the Katarche plays the same role with 
respect to a specific event as the horoscope does for the 
life as a whole. Cf. Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 458 ff. 

Loci ( T€>7TOl) 

Astrological doctrine developed two other twelve- 
divisions of the ecliptic. beside the fixed division into ihe 
twelve zodiacal signs. These new twelfths are counted 
either from the Horoscopos (H) or, occasionally, from 
the Lot of Fortune. The single intervals are either of 
constant length, 30° each, or obtained by accurate tri- 

13 From No. L 188. 

18 Additional examples: Nos. L65.X 95,V,18 97.XI 109 123,1 
440 463 484. 
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section of the ares between the “ centers ” (H, M, A, 
IMC) or rather points which precede the centers by 
5 degrees. 17 

Whatever the procedure of division may be, all these 
doctrines have in common the idea of assigning each 
twelfth, called “ locus,” a special significance foracertain 
sphere of life, like parents, children, death etc. In de- 
tails there exist many variants in associating influences 
to the loci. We quote in the following list the nanies 
most commonly used in astrological literature. 18 The 
variants—far from complete—are mostly taken from 
Vettius Valens, especially 11,5 fF. (p. 62 ff.) and IV,12 
(p. 179 Kroll 19 ). It can be observed that the loci in 
Vettius Valens IV,12 are often diametrically opposite 
to the commonly accepted positions. 20 

The loci are always counted in the same order as the 
zodiacal signs, that is, with increasing longitude ( cf. 
fig. 5), or opposite to the direction of the daily rotation 
which is indicated in figure 5 by an arrow. 


io 9 



Loci 

Figure 5. 

A. From the Horoscopos 

1. wpooKÓiros (= H), life; also body, spirit or breath. 

2. eVava^opcí, 21 livelihood, property; also “ gate of 
Hades.” It concerns livelihood, partnership, intercourse 
with women, business, profit from inheritance. 

3. àirÓK\ifia,- 2 brothers; also “ goddess ” (moon) ; 
living abroad, royalty, wealth, friends, relatives, slaves. 


17 For a cletailed discussion of this procedure cf., e.g., CCAG 
8,1 p. 221 ff. (from Rhetorius). Cf. also Tetrabiblos III, 10 
(= 111,11 Boll-Boer) and P. Midi. 149 col. IX. As a medieval 
example can he quoted an anonymous Latin work on comets of 
a.d. 1238 (Thorndike, Comets, p. 60). There it is said that the 
10th locus reaches from the point M at T 28 ;37 over the whole 
sign of Taurus. Indeed, the Horoscopos being Sl 4 a third of 
the arc from M to H is 31 ;48° long. On the other hand the 
loci between A and M cover only 28;12°. 

18 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 276 ff., also p. 415 ff. 

18 Cf. also CCAG 2 p. 158, 18 ff. 

20 Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 280 f. 

21 All loci which immediately follow a center are called iirava- 
<popá “ in process of rising ” because they are next to be- 
come centers, e.g., Locus 2 is the next section to rise after the 
Horoscopos. 

22 All loci which immediately precede a center are called 
ànÓKXina “ declining ” because they are past a center in the sense 
oi the daily rotation of the sky. 


4. vTroyeiov ( = IMC), parents; spirits, life in temple; 
repute, children, etc. 

5. tnava(f>opá, children; also “ good fortune.” (àyadij 
Tl ’X 7 /) • Children, friendship, accomplishments; marriage; 
Venus. 

6. àirÓKXLpxi, slaves; also “ bad fortune.” Illness, 
enmity, infirmity; Mars. 

7. 8i'(ris (= A), marriage. 

8. lirava<f>opá, death; trial, penalty, loss, vveakness. 

9. (broxAí/Au, travei; also “ god ” (sun). Friendship, 
travei, benefit from kings, revelations, manifestations of 
gods, soothsaying. 

10. p.t(TovpávT)pa (= M), career and honors; accom- 
plishment, reputation, children, wife. 

11. iirava<f>opd ; also “ good daemon.” 23 Friends, 
hopes, gifts, children, freed persons; accomplishment. 

12. àirÓK\<.p.a; also “bad daemon.” Enmity, foreign 
country, slaves, illness, dangers, court trials, infirmity, 
death. 

B. From the Lot of Fortune 

Vettius Valens 11,40 (p. 126,12 Kroll) mentions the 
possibility of counting at least the 8th locus, the locus 
of death, not from the Horoscopos but from the Lot of 
Fortune. This practice is followed in the examples 
given at the end of the same chapter; cf. No. L 65,V. 
Also " Midheaven ” and especially locus 11“ accom¬ 
plishment ” are counted from the Lot of Fortune. 

LotS (/cÀiypot) 

From the longitudes of the Horoscopos, sun, moon, 
and planets, new points on the ecliptic are derived, 
which are considered significant for the nativity in 
question. 

Lot of Fortune (kXtjpos n>^«) 

According to some astrological doctrine the longitude 
A f of the “ Lot of Fortune ” is found from the longi¬ 
tude A» of the Horoscopos and from longitudes of sun 
and moon as follows 

Af = A„± (±A t rpAo) j da ^ me 

l ni ght 

which is, of course, equivalent to 

A f = Ah -f- Aí — Aq 

under all circumstances; cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 
288 f. and p. 291 note 1. In No. 81 the use of 

Af = A h — (Aí — Aq) 

is mentioned as a procedure of ignorant people. In 
practice, however, the rule 

A K = A H± (A t _Ao) { daytime 
_ l night 

23 Cf. above sub “ Agathos Daimon.” 
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has been followed. It is stated in Vettius Valens 11,22 
p. 87,26 24 and consistently applied in our material. 

Lot of D ai mo n (KÁfjpos Saí/xovoç) 

This point is symmetric to the Lot of Fortune with 
respect to the Horoscopos; cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG 
p. 294 ff. Hence 

A d = Ah zp (Aí — Aq) 
if 

Af = Ah =t (Aí — Aq) . 

Lot of Eros and Lot of Necessity (nXijpo ç épwToç 
and KÁripos àváy ktjs) 

According to Paulus Alexandrinus (cf. Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 307 f.) one should have 

Af = Ah ± (A? — A ©) 25 
An = Ah ± (Aç — A F ). 

No example of this procedure is preserved in the extant 
horoscopes. In Nos. 138/161 and 338 the following 
relations seem to be applied: 

Ae = Ah ± (A f — A d ) 

An = Ah rp (A f — Ad) 

which is equivalent to saying that the Lots of Eros and 
of Necessity are symmetrically located with respect to 
the Horoscopos and accordingly at a distance from the 
Horoscopos of twice the elongation Aí — Aq. 

For additional usages of the term “ Lot ” cf. Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 293 note 1 and the commentaries to 
Nos. 95 and 137. 

Lot of Basis 

In Vettius Valens 11,22 (p. 87.29) a “ *Ar/poç 
/Wtojç ” is defined as follows: add to the Horoscopos 
the distance from the Lot of Fortune to the Lot of 
Daimon if the nativity falis in the day, otherwise the 
opposite direction is to be taken. 

This principie is applied in Nos. L 78 and L 188. 

Lower Midheaven 

Point of the ecliptic in lower culmination, also called 
imtim cocli. Denoted in our diagram by IMC; cf. also 
“ Centers.” 

Macedonian Calendar. See Calendar 
Magnitude of a Star 

The star catalogue of the Almagest (books VII and 
VIII) contains, beside longitude and latitude of each 
star, also a number which measures its brightness, called 

24 For another variant see CCAG 1 p. 167 f. 

25 We owe to Miss E. Boer the text of Paulus Alexandrinus 
in which he gives an example according to which for daytime 
A e =(Aq—A d) + number of degrees of H within its sign. 
The omission of whole signs of H is, however, perhaps a mistake. 


pÁytOos “ magnitude,” ranging from 1 to 6, the sixth 
magnitude being assigned to the smallest visible bright¬ 
ness. These numbers agree quite well with modern 
photometric magnitudes; for details cf. Peters-Knobel, 
PCS p. 120 ff. 

Male and Female Signs 

According to Tctrabiblos 1,12 the zodiacal signs are 
alternatingly male and female, beginning with Aries 
(cf. fig. 6). For other norms see Bouché-Leclercq, AG 
p. 155 f. 



Alale and female s jgns 


Figure 6. 

Midheaven (p.eaovpávTjpa) 

The culminating degree of the ecliptic, denoted by M 
in our diagrams; cf. also “ centers.” 

In the horoscopes the problem often arises to deter¬ 
mine M from the Horoscopos H at a given clima. The 
correct trigonometric solution to this problem is given 
by Ptolemy in the Almagest 11,9 (Heib. p. 144,14). 
Let p(H) denote the rising time, for the given clima, 
of the arc from T 0 o to H; then 

(1) a ( M ) = p (H) — 90 

is the right ascension (= rising time for sphaera recta) 
of M. Thus the longitude A of M can be found by using 
the tables for sphaera recta (Almagest 11,8) in reverse 
direction. 

The Handy Tables of Theon simplify this procedure 
still more by tabulating a(M) -j- 90 directly as func- 
tion of A. Furthermore, the tabular interval is reduced 
from 10° steps in the Almagest to I o . It is this type 
of table which was used in the late literary horoscopes. 

The situation is different in the case of the arithmeti- 
cal schemes, Systems A and B (cf. p. 3), for the rising 
times. If M denotes the longest daylight, measured in 
degrees, d the difference between rising times of con- 
secutive zodiacal signs as explained on p. 12, then for 
all climata the following relations hold 

System A: d = J(M — 180) 

System B: d = y\(M — 180). 

Since for sphaera recta M = 180, we see that the arith- 
metical schemes of rising times lead to the assumption 



10 


TECHNICAL TERMS: Midheaven — Periods 


d = 0 for sphaera recta. This implies that the rising 
time of all zodiacal signs would be equal, namely, 30°, 
and no distinction made between ecliptic and equator. 

We were informed by a kind conimunication of Miss 
E. Boer that in chapter 30 (p. 81 f. ed. Boer) of Paulus 
Alexandrinus (late fourth century a.d.) exactly this 
assumption is made for the computation of the longitude 
À(M) of Midheaven from the Horoscopos. Paulus’ 
rule is 

(2) A(M)- P (H)+VS0°. 

Since W0° has the longitude —90°, we see from (1) 
that formula (2) implies that A(M) =a(M) or that 
no distinction is made between longitude and right 
ascension. 

Monomoiria 

Each single degree of the ecliptic is associated with 
a planet. There exists a great variety of systems to 
achieve this; 26 cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 216 note 3, 
also Gundel, HT p. 338 ff. 

In our material only Xo. L 497 makes use of this 
concept, following a procedure described in Vettius 
Valens IV.26 (p. 202 Kroll). The subsequent table 5 
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Tablf. 5. 


will serve to determine the monomoiria to a given 
longitude A, expressed by a zodiacal sign s, degree d, 
and fractions / such that Ò < / ^ 0 ;60°. Determine the 
house ruler, i.e., the planet whose house is s (cf. p. 7). 
Enter in the table the corresponding column and take 
the line in which d is found, ignoring /. The planet 
thus found is then the ruler of the degree in question. 
Examples (from No. L497): 

1. The sun is in rq 4 ;22. Since Tl\ is a house of S 
we enter the table d = 4 under 6 and find the moon 
as ruler. 

2. The Lot of Fortune is in 51 16 ;0 = 51 15 ;60. Ruler 
of 5b is the sun; thus for d = 15 we find 9 as ruler 
of the 15th degree. 

Month names of the Egyptian calendar. See Calendar 
28 See also Stoicheion. 


Nativity or Genesis = horoscope 

Nocturnal. See Sect 

Obliqúe Ascension. See Rising Times 

Opposition 

Position of moon or planet diametrically opposite to 
the sun. Less accurately is this term applied to the case 
where moon or planet rises in the east when the sun 
sets in the west (hence àKpówKTos = beginning of the 
night). Cf. also “ Diameter.” 

The outer planets (Saturn, Júpiter, Mars) are retro¬ 
grade when near opposition. 

Paradosis = Yielding 

Transmission of rulership from one planet to another 
according to the sequence of periods of life; cf. Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 493 f. 

We also find the following procedure applied: if you 
investigate the w th year of life, reduce n modulo 12. The 
remainder m is then used to count the number of zo¬ 
diacal signs from one planet A. If we then find that the 
m xh sign is occupied by a planet B. the influence of A 
is “ yielded ” to B. For examples cf. Vettius Valens 
V,10 (No. L 102 and related horoscopes). 

Phase 

The concept of “ phase ” is probably derived from 
the observation of bright fixed stars. In the Greek 
calendars the characteristic risings and settings of stars 
are listed in their relation to the seasons. These first or 
last appearances in the morning or evening are called 
the phases. Ptolemy S <f>á(re iç âTrAavolv àoréptov Kai avv- 
aytir/q imoTipLaaíoiv were edited by Heiberg in the Opera 
astronômica minora of Ptolemy and discussed by H. 
Vogt in part V of the Griechische Kalender edited by 
Boll. The corresponding “ phases ” of the planets are, 
of course, not in a fixed relation to the seasons. Their 
computation is discussed in the Almagest XIII,7-9. 
Tables are given in the Almagest XIII,10. More exten- 
sive tables were contained in the Handy Tables (Heiberg 
p. 174, Halma I p. 15). It follows from the horoscopes 
that this problem was already dealt with in the time 
before Ptolemy. 

Periods 

The following “ periods ” are often used: 

O 19 [19 solar years = 235 lunar months: “ Me- 

tonic cycle ”] 

í 25 [25 Egyptian years = 409 lunar months] 

b 30 [30 years: approximate synodic period] 

U 12 [12 years: approximate synodic period] 

S 15 [ 15 years: approximate synodic period 27 ] 

9 8 [8 years: approximate synodic period = 99 

lunar months] 

5 20 [20 Egyptian years = 63 synodic periods 28 ] 

27 Cf. Tctrabiblos IV,10 and P. Midi. 149 V,18ff. 

2S Cf. Almagest IX,10 (II p. 293.4Í. Heiberg). 
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Tlie astronomical arbitrariness of this collection of 
parameters is obvious. lt is significam that the lunar 
period of 25 years is based on Egyptian years only,- ,J 
whereas the 19-year intercalation cycle and the 8-year 
period of Venus are fundamental parameters of Meso- 
potamian practical astronomy. 30 

For astrological purposes these periods are used in 
order to associate definite numbers with the single 
planets; but these numbers may or may not signify 
years—they may also represent months or even days. 
For example: the total of these seven periods is 129. 
Counted as months 129 equals 10 years and 9 months 
and this interval has in this way become a new signifi¬ 
cam interval ( cf. the title of Vettius Valcns VI,5 “ On 
the divisions in 10 years 9 months of favorable or un- 
favorable periods”). 31 

The above list of periods is not the only one used. 
In fact these periods are only the “ minimal periods ” 
beside which “ maximal ” and “ mean ” periods vvere 
assumed as follows: 



Maximal 

Mean 


Maximal 

Mean 

O 

120 32 

69\ 

$ 

66 

m 

í 

108 3 - 

66J 

9 

82 

45 

b 

u 

57 33 
79 33 

43| 33 

45^ 33 

3 

76 

48 


The “ mean ” values are the arithmetical means between 
the extrema. Cf. also Bouchc-Leclercq, AC p. 407 ff. 

Planetary Symbols. Cf. Introduction p. 1. 

Precede 

A planet is said to “ precede ” a second one if it is 
farther ahead in the sense of the daily rotation (or of 
smaller longitude). The second planet “follows” the 
first one. The same sense of direction is meant in 
Babylonian astronomy when it is said that a planet is 
“ in front of ” (to the West) or “ behind ” (to the 
East) a fixed star. 

Prosopa 

The decans are associated as “ countenances ” or 
“ faces ” or “ marks ” with the planets according to the 
following list (table 6). Each column shows the se- 
quence of the days of the planetary week. Cf. Bouché- 
Leclcrcq, AG p. 224 ff. and Gundel, DD p. 30 ff. 

Right Ascension. Scc Rising Times and Sphaera recta 

Rising Times 

The rising times indicate how many degrees of the 

29 Cf. Neugebaucr—Volten [1] on P. Carlsberg 9. 

30 The mathematical astronomy of the Seleucid period made 
use of much more accurate relations. 

31 For different examples cf., e.g., Nos. L 132 or L 158. 

32 Vettius Valens IY',6 p. 164,8-10. 

33 Vettius Valens 111,16 p. 157,9-11. 


equator cross the horizon of a given locality simul- 
taneously with the consecutive zodiacal signs. We 
denote these rising times by 

ai a-2 . . . íii;* 

following the order of the zodiacal signs from T to K. 

The exact determination of these rising times for a 
given geographical latitude is a problem of spherical 
trigonometry and is given in Book II of the Almagest. 



Approximative arithmetical schemes vvere developed pre- 
viously in Babylon, using constant differences (“ Sys¬ 
tem A ”) or a slightly refined scheme (“ System B ”). 
For details cf. s.v. Clima (p. 3) and Midheaven (p. 
9) - 

In general the rising time of any given arc of the 
ecliptic at given geographical latitude is the length of 
the equatorial arc which crosses simultaneously the hori¬ 
zon. If in particular the arc in question is counted from 
T 0 o to a point P of longitude A, then the corresponding 
rising time is also called the “ obliqúe ascension ” of P. 
In the special case of a geographical latitude <f> = 0 
(“ sphaera recta ”) one speaks of “ right ascension.” 

Because I o of the equator is the equivalem of 4 
minutes of time. the rising times can be converted to 
hours and minutes by means of multiplication of the 
degree numbers by 4. 

Sect (cupto-íç) 

Planets are said to belong either to the “ diurnal ” or 
“ nocturnal sect ” as follows 34 

diurnal: nocturnal: 

sun moon 

Júpiter Venus 

Mercury as morning star Mercury as evening star 
Saturn Mars 


34 C/. Tclrabiblos 1.7; for finer details see Vettius Valens 11,1 
Cp. 55.10 ff.) and 111,5 (p. 141,17-26) or CCAG 1 p. 146, 1 íf. 
(from Rhetorius). Also Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 103. 
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A similar classification is made for the signs of the 
zodiac: 

diurnal: nocturnal: 

T X íl - 8 ^ TTÇ TT1 X 

Solid Signs 

According to Tctrabiblos 1,11 the signs d , Si, Tt\, 
are “ solid.” 

Sphaera recta 

The phenomena of rising and setting, as seen at a 
point with geographical latitude = 0, represent the 
case of “ sphaera recta ” in contrast to “ sphaera obli¬ 
qua ” for latitudes <j> 0. 

The rising times of sphaera recta are called right 
ascensions. 

Starter 

In some of the later horoscopes (e.g., No. L401) a 
computation is carried out by which it is determined 
in which order and to which length the single planets 
rule the periods of life of the person in question. In 
this sequence of planetary chronocratorship, generally 
either the sun or the moon is the “ starter ” (for day- 
or night-birth respectively) while Saturn terminates the 
allotted span of life. 

For details see Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 411 ff., esp. 
p. 416 ff. ; furthermore: Vettius Valens IV,2 (p. 158, 
Kroll) and \ T ,11 (p. 232 ff., Kroll) ; Hephaistion 11,11 
(CCAG 8,2 p. 65 ff.) ; and Rhetorius (CCAG 8.1 p. 
227,1-16). 

Step (JidO/xos) 

This concept occurs in our material only in No. L 497. 
Cf. the commentary to this text (p. 154). 

Stoicheion 

Bouché-Leclercq (AG p. 291 note and p. 217 note) 
assumes that the otoixíí dv is the same as polpa “ degree.” 
He suggests that “ 1’expression a roixeío» Aióç appliquée 
au T 14 doit indiquer une répartition des planètes, 
degré par degré, dans 1’order S 9 6 U *? en com- 
mençant par S = T I o .” According to this scheme 
T 14 ;6 would indeed fali in a degree assigned to U 
as required by No. 81 line 60. One must wait for 
further evidence, however, before this scheme can be 
accepted. Equally possible would be an explanation, 
e.g., as a twelfth part of a sign (SotSeKarrjpópiov) counted 
in the same order as the “ terms.” 

In CCAG 12, p. 161, 18 “ £<ú8ia kcu oroixeía of rising 
and setting ” are mentioned without clear details but 
the translation “ sign and degree " is at least plausible. 
Strabo, Geogr. 11,16 (Loeb I p. 462) calls the geo¬ 
graphical coordinates of a place its (rro^ía. For or oix*la 
and decans see Gundel, DD. p. 227. 

The zodiacal signs are sometimes represented by the 


letters (oroixíla) of the alphabet; cf. Boll, Sphaera, p. 
469. In this sense is to be understood Diog. Laert. 
VI,102 where he speaks about “ an Arcadian hat with 
the twelve letters inwrought in it.” 

Systems A and B 

Babylonian astronomy of the Seleucid period uses 
two different methods for the description of the motion 
of the sun and related phenomena. These two “ Sys¬ 
tems,” called A and B respectively, find a continuation 
in Hellenistic astronomy. For our purposes the follow- 
ingfacts are characteristic for the two Systems: (a) The 
vernal equinox is assumed to correspond to a solar 
longitude of T 10° in System A, but T 8 o in System 
B (whereas the Almagest uses T 0 o ). Especially the 
norm of System B is very frequently found in astro- 
logical writings far into the Middle Ages. (b) The 
rising-times of the zodiacal signs (cf. p. 11) are in 
both systems computed according to simple arithmetical 
schemes (in contrast to the tables in the Almagest 
11,8 which are based on spherical trigonometry). Let 
ai. a 2 ,. . ., a 12 denote the rising times of the 12 con- 
secutive 30-degree sections of the ecliptic, beginning 
with the vernal point, then System A assumes o i+1 = 
aj + d for i — 1 to 5 and a itl = aj — d for i = 7 to 11 
with constant difference d ; in System B, however, we 
have a,-,i = a, 4- 8 for i — 1, 2, 4, 5, and a i+l = aj — 8 
for / = 7, 8, 10, 11 but a 4 = as 4- 28 and ao = a» — 28. 
The values of d and 8 depend on the geographical lati¬ 
tude or on the “ clima ”; cf. p. 4. 

Terms ( õpia ) 

The “ terms ” are sections of the signs associated 
with the planets. The Tctrabiblos 1,20,21 mentions 
three different systems for the di vision of each zodiacal 
sign into five sectors, each of which is then associated 
with one of the five planets. Of these three methods, 
in our texts only the “ Egyptian ” system seems to be 
applied except in No. L 497 which also quotes the terms 
“ according to Ptolemy ” (Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 211). 
Its scheme according to the Tctrabiblos is given in the 
subsequent table 7 (also Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 207). 
Using it, e.g., for T, we see that Júpiter rules the first 
6 degrees, then Venus from 6 to 12, Mercury from 12 
to 20. etc. The same scheme is found in Vettius Valens 
1,3 with the exception only of the last three entries for 
=£=. which are lí 19. 9 26. ê 30. 

A totally different scheme is given by Vettius Valens 
II 1.9 (Kroll p. 144 f.). It not only considers the planets 
but also sun and moon. The whole tables, one for day- 
time, one for night, are given by Bouché-Leclercq, AG 
p. 214. together with a summary of the motivation which 
Vettius Valens gives for the order and assignment of 
terms. This system of terms is used, at least partially, 
in Vettius Valens III,8 and in VIII,8. 

Triangles 

In Tctrabiblos 1.18 the twelve zodiacal signs are 
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grouped into four equilateral triangles (cj. fig. 7). Each 
triangle lias a planet for its ruler during daytime and 
another for the night, except the triangle Tq, X which 
lias Mars as ruler both night and day with moon by 
night and Venus by day as co-rulers. 



A more elaborate scheme is given by Vettius Valens 
11,1 (p. 55 Kroll) as follows: 

Triangle daytime night 

t a / ou*? u o '? 

$ <r s <r 9 s 

X ^ ^ h 9 lí Ç f? U 

Eõ ui x 9 ê í ê 9 <r 

In general two planets are in the aspect of “ triangle ” 
or “trine” if their longitudes are 120° different. For 
details see \'ettius Valens 11.16 (Kroll p. 69 ff.). 

Turning away ( àiróarpo<j>oc) 

Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 166, considers ànúaTpu<t>o-: 
“ turning away ” and áavvSero^ “ unconnected ” or “ dis- 


Triangles — Zodiacal Signs 

junct ” as equivalent expressions for “ not in aspect ” 
and indeed passages like CCAG 8,4 p. 226,6 speak about 
“ the turning away of disjunct signs.” The latter con- 
cept is then defined as signs which are contiguous to a 
sign or its diameter. These are indeed the signs which 
are neither in trine, nor in quartile nor in sextile to the 
given sign. 35 



® d. ? d. n $ d - 

h n. C n. Ç n. cf & C n. 


Tríades 
Figure 7. 

In our material the concept “ turning away ” occurs 
six times in literary horoscopes. Four times “ Saturn, 
the ruler of the full moon ” is ài roorpo^oç. In three of 
these cases (L75 3rd version, L 87, VII, L 123,VII) 
Saturn is either one or five signs distant from the full 
moon, thus not in aspect. In the fourth case, however, 
and full moon are in quartile. Similarly, in No. L 
101,111, Saturn “The ruler of Daimon ” is in sextile 
tothis Lot. Thus we ha ve two cases in which à7ró<TTpo<t>o<i 
seems to mean something different from “not in aspect.” 
Agreement hetween the two concepts is found again in 
L 1 l+.V where Júpiter in b is contiguous to the diame¬ 
ter T (with )—^=. 36 

Vernal Point. See Clima 
Yielding. Scc Paradosis 
Zodiacal Signs 

For the symhols and their arrangement cj. Intro- 
duction p. 1. 

35 Cf. also Tctrabiblos 1,16 Robbins = 1,17 Boll-Boer. It is 
characteristic for the flexibility of astrological interpretations 
tliat these “disjunct” signs, contiguous or 5 signs apart, can be 
considered as signs which show a special “affinity ” (ovnwádeia) 
to one another (CCAG 1, p. 153,20). 

3tí A similar example is Vettius Valens V,7 p. 216.1 f.: Mars 
and moon in V3 are “turning away” from the sun in 
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No. —61 
Nimrud Dagh 

On the summit of the Nimrud Dagh, about 7,000 feet 
above sea levei in the Taurus range, Antiochus I of 
Commagene built his tomb, adorning it with a large 
number of colossal statues and long inscriptions con- 
cerning the cult of himself, his ancestors, and his patron 
gods. These monuments were investigated in 1883 by 
Puchstein, Humann, and v. Luschan ; the results were 
published by Humann and Puchstein in their Rciscii 
in Kleinasien nnd Nordsyrien (Berlin, 1890) p. 232- 
253. The Western Terrace of this large complex con- 
tains, besides statues of Apollo-Helios-Hermes, the 
Goddess of Commagene, Zeus-Oromasdes, Antiochos, 
and Artagnes-Herakles-Ares, also a huge relief of a 
lion, covered with stars, and showing the moon and 
three planets: 1 

nearest to the head: <f>ae0wv 8 loc Júpiter 

center ; ctià aTroAAujroç Mercury 

nearest to the tail: wpoeic -qpaK\ [ eovc ] Mars 

That the lion represents the constellation “ Leo can- 
not be doubted since the 19 stars which are depicted 
on and near the body of the lion agree very nearly with 
the positions of the 19 stars assigned to this constella¬ 
tion in the so-called Catasterisms of Eratosthenes. 2 The 
three planets above the back of the lion, however, are 
the very same planets which are associated with the 
three tutelary gods Zeus, Apollo, and Heracles who are 
represented by statues and repeatedly glorified in the 
inscriptions. Thus one may doubt whether we have 


‘ Latcst edition of the inscriptions: Jalahcrt-Mouterde ICL 
SYR I, 36 (p. 41; cf. also p. 18 and 825). Earlier edition: 
Dittenberger, OGI No. 383 (vol. 1 p. 591 ff.). For the general 
arrangement of the monument cf. Huniann-Puchstein, RK\ p. 
328 and Goell [1]. Cf. also Cumont [10] p. 14-16. 

The recent excavations of the whole monument, conducted 
since 1953 by F. K. Doerner and T. Goell (cf. e.g., lllustrated 
London News, July 2, 1955 p. 23-25) do not seem to have pro- 
duced new material concerning the horoscope. 

2 Cf. Humann-Puchstein, RKN p. 329 note 1 and Pscudo- 
Eratosthenis catastcrisnii, ed. Olivieri, p. 15. In the often re- 
peated reproduction of this monument (Bouché-Leclercq, AG 
p. 439 fig. 41) one star in the loop of the tail is omitted. It is 
barely visible on the photograph published in Humann-Puchstein 
RKN Tafel 40 or in F. Sarre, Die Kunst des alten Pcrsicn, 
Berlin 1923, pl. 55. This star is clearly shown on photographs 
taken in 1947 which we owe to the kindness of Miss Theresa 
Goell. The best published photograph is found in an otherwise 
valueless book: Philipp Metman, Mythos und Schicksal, Leipzig 
1936, facing p. 128. 

The deterioration of the monument has made great progress 
since it was uncovered in 1883. 


here the representation of a real conjunction of three 
planets in Leo for horoscopic purposes or merely the 
planets of the patron gods represented beside Leo as 
symbol of royalty. The latter interpretation would, of 
course, destroy the interpretation of this monument as 
a horoscope and remove all possibilities of an astro- 
nomical dating. The strongest evidence in favor of a 
horoscope is the picture of the crescent on the chest of 
the lion because the combination of crescent and con¬ 
stellation Leo seems to have no independent significance. 
Thus it becomes more plausible that the three planets 
also be taken as representing an actual conjunction in 
Leo. 

Humann and Puchstein did not question the horo¬ 
scopic character of the monument. Their astronomical 
adviser, who attempted to determine its date, took 
the arrangement of the planets in the inscription more 
literally than seems historically permissible, by as- 
suming that only a date is acceptable at which the 
arrangement of the planets followed exactly the order 
Jupiter-Mercury-Mars as indicated by the stars above 
the body of the lion. Following this principie the only 
date possible within the first century b.c. seemed to be 
—97 July 17 3 with the three planets in very close con¬ 
junction at the beginning of the constellation Leo and 
in the arrangement indicated, and also in conjunction 
with the sun, the moon, however, being beyond Leo in 
the middle of Virgo. Thus, this date does not account 
for the most significant feature of the horoscope, the 
crescent being in Leo. Furthermore, it lcaves unex- 
plained the absence in the monument of the sun, a fact 
which would be the more surprising as the sun would 
have stressed still more the “ roval ” character of the 
horoscope. Hence one must re-investigate the date under 
the condition of the moon being in Leo, but not the sun. 
The arrangement of the planets, however, plays a much 
more subordinate role. First of all, their position was 
in all probability computed and not observed: this is 
evident in the case of —97 July 17 when none of the 
planets was more than 3 o distant from the sun and 
thus none was visible. 4 Secondly, in the enumeration 
of the planets in the contemporary Mesopotamian as- 
tronomy the strictly followed arrangement is Jupiter- 
Venus-Mercury-Saturn-Mars which agrees with the 
arrangement on the monument when Venus and Saturn 
are left out because they were not in Leo. Finally the 
arrangement of the three names in the narrow space 


3 This date is often quoted erroneously as 97 b.c. 

* What Puchstein says on p. 334 about the impressiveness of 
the consecutive appearance on the eastern horizon of Júpiter, 
Mercury, Mars, sun, and thereafter (!) Regulus, is astronomi- 
cally absurd. 
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above the body of the lion may have been purely 
accidental. 

A nuich more serious problem is the question vvhether 
the supposed conjunction of the three planets in Leo 
was computed for the constellation Leo as a whole or 
the zodiacal sign Leo of 30° length. In the first case 

(I) the longitudes of the planets should fali betvveen 
about ES 15 and 25 of longitude, counted from the 
vernal point. For the zodiacal sign, on the other hand, 
four norms must be considered possible in the first 
century b.c. : (II) the scheme of Eudoxus according 
to which the sign of Leo would reach from ES 15 to 
E 15; (III) the Mesopotamian System A with ES 20 
and E 20 as limits and the System B with ES 22 and 
Íl2 2; (IV) the norm of Hipparchus where Leo reaches 
from E 0 o to E 30°. Each one of these combinations 
must be investigated separately, even if the first one 
seems to be rather implausible in the light of what we 
know about the methods of ancient astronomy. 

Finally, there comes the question of the calendar. We 
know that the time of year must be about July because 
with Mercury in Leo the sun must be in or close to Leo. 
On the other hand we know that Antiochus was born 
on Aydnaios 16 and that his coronation fell on Loos 10. 5 * 
As Puchstein remarked, the horoscope could not liave 
been cast for the day of birth because the Aydnaios in 
the Roman calendar of the Province Asia corresponds 
roughly to the month of December. 0 Thus Puchstein 
took refuge in the “ conjecture bien aventurée,” to use 
Bouché-Leclercq^ expression, 7 that Antiochus was a 
seven-month child whose conception was the basis of 
the horoscope for —97 July 17, the date of birth falling 
in the “ beginning ” (February) of the year —96. 
Obviously this “ enchainement de postulats est bien 
fragile ” and one must take the date of Loos 10th, the 
date of coronation, as the date of the horoscope because 
Loos corresponds roughly to the month of July as 
required by the horoscope. Thus, we can only hope to 
determine the date of coronation of Antiochus, not the 
date of his birth. We shall, nevertheless, extend our 
investigation over the whole interval which can possibly 
contain the life of Antiochus, that is from —119 to —35. 

The first step consists in determining all the dates 


5 Cf. Jalabert-Mouterde, IGL SYR I. 1 lines 83 to 85 and 
102, 103. Jalabert-Mouterde (p. 18 note) speak erroneously 
about the 17th as the date of birth. The text says: 

“ I have sanctified the birthday of my flesh, the 16th of 
Aydnaios, and the day of my coronation, Loos 10th, to the 
manifestations of the great gods who were for me the guides 
of a fortunate reign and for the whole realm the source of 
common benefits ” . . . “ And for the rest of time. each single 
month I proclaimed that the days aforesaid—for my birth the 
lóth, and for my coronation the 10th—be forever honored by 
sacrifices.” 

The monthly celebration of the coronation is also mentioned 
in an inscription found in Selik near Samosata (Jalabert, l.c., 
51 line 5; cf. also Puchstein p. 369). 

0 Cf., e.g., Ginzel, Chronol. III, p. 19. 

7 AG p. 373 note 2. 


within this interval for which moon. Mercury, Mars, 
and Júpiter were between ES 15 and St 30. A systematic 
investigation leads to five Solutions the dates of which 
allow a small margin corresponding to the time interval 
for which the moon remains within the permitted limits. 
These cases are: 

í $ 6 U 


(«) 

—108 

July 

15 

E 

11 

E 

14 

E 

16 

E 

6 

(b) 

—97 

J«iy 

16 

E 

25 

ES 

16 

ES 

17 

ES 

15 

(c) 

—61 

July 

7 

E 

6 

E 

8 

E 

9 

ES 

25 

(d) 

—61 

Aug. 

4 

E 

16 

E 

11 

E 

26 

E 

0 

(c) 

—48 

July 

13 

E 

17 

E 

16 

ES 

27 

E 

24 


The next step introduces the differcnt possibilities for 
the interpretation of “ Leo (I) the constellation from 
ES 15 to «SE 25; (II) the norm of Eudoxus for the sign 
Leo from ES 15 to E 15; (III) the Babylonian norms 
from ES 20 or 22 to E 20 or 22; (IV) the norm of 
Hipparchus which coincides with our norm E 0 to E 30. 

At the same time one can make use of the omission 
of the sun, which is certainly astrologically significant, 
and the omission of Venus and Saturn. Combining this 
with the four cases (I) to (IV) we therefore require 
that d H y be inside a given interval of one of these 
four types whereas O 9 V remain outside. 

With this requirement, (I) and (IV) yield no solu- 
tion at all. and for (II) and (III) we have only the 
following possibilities: 

(II) Leo from ES 15 to E 15 (Eudoxus) : 

(c) —61 July 7: 

<r s ê u o $ 

E 6 E 8 E 9 ES 25— ES U X 24 «14 

(III) Leo from ES 20/22 to E 20/22 (Mesopotamia): 
(c) —61 July 7: 

d S <3 l£ O 9 i? 

E 6 E 8 E 9 ES 25 — ES U X 24 «14 

(c) —*8 July 11: 

d 9 3 U O 9 b 

ES 23 E 14 ES 26 E 24 — ES 16 ES 21 =- 18 

As the above table shows, —18 July 11 is only admissi- 
ble when we are not too strict for the positions of 
Júpiter and Venus. We know furthermore that An¬ 
tiochus died as an old man between —37 and —30. 8 
Hence —18 is historically excluded both as date of birth 
and as date of coronation. 

Consequently —61 July 7 remains the only 9 possi- 
bility. Astronomically it is the only date which satisfies 
all conditions excellently, showing furthermore that the 
positions must have been computed either with the 


8 Cf., e.g., RE 1 col. 2489. 

9 Strictly speaking July 6 and 7 are equivalent dates. 
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Eudoxean or with the Mesopotamian norms for the 
sign “ Leo,” as seems historically plausil)le. It is also 
evident that —61 is excluded as date of birth of An- 
tiochus; hence it must concern his coronation, again in 
very satisfactory agreement of the position of the month 
of Loos and July. 10 Unfortunately, —61 seems to be 
excluded as date of coronation because of the often 
quoted fact that Antiochus appeared as “ king ” before 
Lucullus in —68. 11 The solution of this difficulty can 
be found, however, in the relation of Antiochus to the 
Roman Empire. Calling himself repeatedly “ Friend of 
the Romans ” he must count his rule o ver Commagene 
as granted by the Romans during the final settlement 
of the organization of the Near East under Pompey, 
which happened indeed in the same year which was 
found by astronomical conditions, 62 b.c. 12 It must be 
this date to which our horoscope refers. 13 

No. —9 
BGU 957 

This fragmentary horoscope was excavated by Wilcken 
in Heracleopolis Magna in 1899 and destroyed by fire 
on a ship in Hamburg. 1 Fortunately. while still in Egypt, 
Wilcken had made a preliminary transcription which he 
then published in BGU III p. 281. 

Since the date of the text is known (Augustus 20 = 
—10/—9), one can restore some of the lacunae on the 
basis of astronomical considerations. This leads to the 
following restoration of the text: 

1. erovc k Kaicapos pi\ecopT) t]tjí kÔ 

2. cic T-qv kc Ka[r apxcuovc w|pa y vvkto(c) 

3. ceXrjvrj ei' [v8/>]r/^ou kcu [k^ovoc cr] 

4. [v&pr)\(oi 7j\ioc ] cr Àcorrt [kch epp-rjc ] 

5. cr Àco vtc a.p[t]C cr.] 

Rest destroved. 

* 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 20 of Caesar (Augustus) M|esore] the 24th 

2. to the 25th, according [to the old (calendar) ] 

3rd hour of the night. 

3. The moon in Aquarius and [Saturn in] 

4. (Aquarius. The sun] in Leo [and Mercury] 

No. —61 

10 Even the day numbers are very close. Ginzel. III p. 19 
gives Loos 10 = July 4. Cf. also Johnson, DS, p. 6; Kubitscheck 
[11 p. 48. 

11 Cf., RB 1, col. 2488, 20 following Cassius Dio XXXVI, 2. 
Also RE 13, col. 399, 22 and Suppl. 4. col. 978 ff. 

12 Cf., e.g., Magie, Roman Rule I p. 377. 

13 We know of two more coronation horoscopes: No. L 484 
(coronation of Leontius) and the Arabic horoscope for 531 
August 18, the coronation of Khosro I, published Taqizadeh [1], 

No. —9 

1 Ar chiv 1 (1901) p. 227 f. 


5. in Leo. Ma [rs in 2 .] 

Rest destroyed. 

COM MENTARY 

For the name of the month in line 1 one has only 
two possibilities: either Mekheir or Mesore. In line 2 
one can restore a reference either to the old Egyptian 
calendar or to the calendar as reformed by Augustus. 
The 3rd hour of night from the 24th to the 25th corre- 
sponds then either to —9 February 15 or August 14 
(Egyptian calendar) or to —9 February 18 or August 
17 (Alexandrian calendar). On February 15 the moon 
was in Í5, on August 14 in 2 T as required by line 3. 
For February 18 and August 17 one obtains a and X 
respectively. Thus only Mesore 24/25 of the Egyptian 
calendar gives the correct lunar position. The phrase 
“ Kar* àpxaíovc without a preceding reference to the 
Alexandrian calendar is also found in No. 145. 



Having now established the Julian date of this horo¬ 
scope as —9 August 14, about 9 p.m., we can determine 


the position of 

all celestial bodies (<*/. 

• fig- 8) 

O 

a 18 

<3 

X 23 

í 

2T 25 

9 

TTE 2 


2T 10 

$ 

a 22 

u 

TTl 29 

H 

X 


This table shows that moon and Saturn are both in 2 T, 
sun and Mercury both in a, and this determines the 
restorations in lines 3 and 4. 

Though our date leads to a complete agreement with 
the preserved parts of the text. one must admit diat ihe 
resulting arrangement in enumerating the planets is 
most unusual: instead of O í we begin here with 
í (h ) and 0(4- $ ). We then should expect U 
as next to be mentioned but the ap\ in line 5 can hardly 
be anything but api)c = Mars. A glance at fig. 8 shows 
that the zodiacal order does not explain the adopted 
sequence 

(0)(03)â. 


2 According to the planetary tables P (c/. p. 173) Mars is in 
X entering £õ on the 26th of Mesore. 
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No. —3 

P. Oxy. 804 

1. ctovc k£ *ai[c]apoC 

2. e Ka [ tu ] KaiCap 

3. TTCpi wp L y TT]C r)/x(p L 

4 . t 7À10C ev £uyw 

5. ce\qvq ev ixSvcl 

6. K | po ] VOC CV To[vpw] 

7. £ [ ev j c ev Ka ( pKiVfú | 

8. \aprj]c ev ir\ap6tvü) ] 

9. f a<f>po8 ] e [ iTi] ev CKopinu j] 

10. [eppL-qc ev TrapOevoi | 

11. [ <upocKoirei CKopmoc] 

12. [/zeco]up[ a jv[et Àewv) 

13. Svvei . Ta[.]r. . . 

14. vr ro yrjv rSpo^ooc 

15. e\ei KtvSvvovc 

16. <f>v\aTTOv ei»c t ]pap u 

17. p. X a P lv TOV a P €tüC 

1 sic, no bar over the number. 

13 There are traces of writing between lines 13 and 14. In 
line 13 ravpcc must occur; perhaps onc could read Ôwet ura 
ravpoc. 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 27 of Cacsar (Augustus) 

2. Phaophi 5 according to the Augustan calendar 

3. about the 3rd hour of the day. 

4. sun in Libra 

5. moon in Pisces 

6. Saturn in Taurus 

7. Júpiter in Câncer 

8. Mars in Virgo 

9. [Venus in Scorpio] 

10. [Mercury in Virgo] 

11. [Scorpio is rising] 

12. [Leo is at Midheaven] 

13. [Taurus is then] setting. 

14. Lower Midheaven Aquarius 

15. There are dangers. 

16. Take care for 40 days 

17. because of Mars. 

ASTRONOMICAL COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 1 


For Augustus 27 II(a) 5 ==- 

—3 October 2 1 one finds : 

Text 

Computed 

O ^ 

^ 7 

<r 

K 

K 2 

b 

8 

8 3 

u 

S 

S 10 


1 The editors write erroneously a.d. 4 instead of 4 B.c. Correct 
in Preisigke, Berichtig. p. 328. 


Text 
<5 TO 
[ $ "ll 
[ $ ttk] 
[H nU 


Computed 


n 4 

n\ 22 

about 9 a.m. 


We have here used the Alexandrian calendar. This 
is necessary, even without the explicit statement of the 
text (line 2), because the position of the moon agrees 
closely with the Alexandrian date and excludes the 
Egyptian date, which would be —3 September 27. 

Our text can be compared with the Demotic planetary 
tal)les P, 2 which give the dates of the Egyptian calendar 
for the entry of the planets in the zodiacal signs. For 
our specific dates we find, changing Egyptian dates into 
Alexandrian, the following limits for the stay of the 
planets inside their respective signs 


J? in 8 from year 27 I 10 to year 28 IX 28 

21 in 5 ' 26 XI 26 27 XII 24 

6 in irç 27 I 10 27 II 9 

9 in in. 27 I 13 27 II 10 

3 in ttk 27 I 19 27 II 8 


The date of our horoscope, year 27 II 5, is contained 
within all these intervals. According to the last line in 
the above list Mercury must be at the end of Virgo 
whereas modern computation gives the first degree of 
Libra. In the case of Mars the second date of the 
Demotic text is certainly incorrect because Mars needs 
not 29 days but about 45 days to travei through Virgo. 


ASTROLOGICAL COM MENTARY 

At the end caution for 40 days is advised. At the 
moment of the horoscope, Mars, the evil planet, is in 
the âyaflòç haípxov,* he is in trine with the setting sign, 
in sextile with the Horoscopos, while the Lot of Fortune 
is in “ bad fortune.” 4 After 40 days Mars will be out- 
side this zodiacal sign. 

Strange as it may seem a reinvestigation of a horo- 
scopic constellation at a later time is considered useful. 
Thus we read in the discussion of the horoscope of 
Hadrian (No. L76) “not only this has to be con¬ 
sidered but also the 3rd, the 7th, and the 40th day after 
birth ” 5 and indeed all positions are recomputed for a 
date 40 days later. 6 

s Cf. below p. 173 or Neugebaucr |4] p. 215. 

3 Cf. Bouché-Leclcrcq, AG p. 280 fig. 31. If the sign of the 
Horoscopos is counted as locus I, then the àyadòt iaipuv is locus 
XI, thus in our case Virgo. 

* The elongation of the moon in Pisces from the sun in Libra 
is 5 signs. Because we are dealing with daylight the Lot of 
Fortune fell 5 signs behind the Horoscopos, thus in Aries. This 
is one sign below the setting sign, thus kcikti tí<xv (cf. Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 280 fig. 31). The fact that Mars is in opposition 
to the moon also is dangerous; cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 488, 
note. 

8 CCAG 6 p. 71, 15 f. 

8 Similarly in Nos. L 40, L 113,IV, L 479. Cf. also Nos. 81 
and 345. 
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No. 15/22 
P. Oxy. 235 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. avayKaiov rp/rjcap [ tvoc.] va . . [. 

2. y(.víC(.LC irapa cov rpvtfmtv ayairtrt c[. 

3. irtLpa.cop.aL irpoc rovc Sobtvrac T]\pLV . 

4. xpovovc rrv[x |a [ v]oi'Ci 8t ovtol Kara [to .... 

5. £TOC TlfitpLOV prjVL <f>ai»<f>L ã KaT [ a 8t tovc ] 

6. apxaiovc \povovc <f)aw<t>i ia tic | ifS | 

7. copa TtTapTTj TrjC yvKToc TVv^avci [r/Àtoc] 

8. tv Çiyio £coSuo apctVLKo) olkld ac^> [ poStTíyC | 

9. CtÁrjVT) tv ravput ÇioSiw OtjXvklo olko) [ a(f>po8iTt)C ] 

10. Kpovoc £erc tv ToèoT-q [£w]£io» apcev[tKw ockco ] 

11. SlOC aprjC tv Çvyio olkw a<f>po8LTijC [ tpptjC a<f>po ] 

12. 8lT 7J tv CKOpiTU» ^loBluí apctvLKw [ otxco apto-.c ] 

13. (lipocKOTTtL ravpoc .... olkoc a</>po8iT [ i)C ptcovpavtL] 

14. coSpo^oco ÇojSlOV apetVLKOV olkt/tt/\ piov Kpovov ] 

15 . Svvtl CKOpTTLOC OLKOC aptWC VTTO [yT/V €V ÀCOVTl] 

16. OLKOC TjXlOV OlKoStCITOTtl a<f>po8 [ LT7/ ] 


10. Saturn (and) Júpiter in Sagittarius, a male sign, 

[house] 

11. of Júpiter; Mars in Libra, house of Venus; [Mer- 

cury ] 

12. (and) Venus in Scorpio, a male sign, house [of 

Mars;] 

13. Taurus is the Horoscopos, house of Venus; [Mid- 

heaven] 

14. in Aquarius, a male sign, house [of Saturn;] 

15. Scorpio is setting, house of Mars; Lovver [Mid- 

heaven in Leo,] 

16. house of the sun. Venus is the house ruler (of the 

Horoscopos). 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 1 

This text is dated by a year of Tiberius in vvhich 
Phaophi (II) 1 of the Alexandrian calendar corresponds 
to Phaophi 11/12 of the Egyptian calendar. We novv 
must investigate two cases ( cf . fig. 10 a and b respec- 


The following diagram (fig. 9) gives an approximate 
representation of the figure at the end of the text. 


pujfçoyp 


C€AHN COfOCKO 



Figure 9. 


TRANSLATION 

1. Thinking it proper [to.] 

2. your descendants( ?), dear Tryphon [.] 

3. I shall try to [set forth] for the dates [vvhich you 

have given us . . .. ] 

4. These happen to be: [the.] 

5. year of Tiberius, Phaophi 1. according to 

6. the old calendar Phaophi 11 to [12], 

7. at the fourth hour of the night. [The sun] hap- 

pens to be 

8. in Libra, a male sign, house of Venus; 

9. the moon in Taurus, a female sign, house [of 

Venus] ; 


Alex.: [-*-I | - 

I I 1 -H-f— 

Egypt: h- JT II -4*-JT 12 — 

a. 

«- 1II -*| 

—1—*-+—H-h— 

I II-4*-JT 12- 

b. 

Figure 10. 

tively) : (a) both Egyptian and Alexandrian calendar 
use morning epoch. In this case we have simply Alexan¬ 
drian II.1 = Egyptian II,11, a relation which holds for 
the years Tiberius 2 to 5, i.e., for a.d. 15 to 18. 1 In 
case ( b ), however, we assume evening epoch for the 
Alexandrian calendar, morning epoch for the Egyptian 
calendar, following the norm which is suggested by the 
double dates in No. 81. 2 Then the daytime of Alexan¬ 
drian 11,1 corresponds to the daytime of Egyptian 11,12 
which is true for Tiberius 6 to 9, i.e., for a.d. 19 to 22. 3 
It would be easy to decide between these possibilities 
if the astronomical data were correct. Saturn and 
Júpiter are both said to be in # as is indeed the case in 
a.d. 15 and therefore excluded for a.d. 16 to 22. But 
Mars in =£= is only correct for a.d. 18 and 20 but entirely 
wrong for the year 15. To make the confusion complete, 
a lunar position in 8 on September 28 or 29 requires 

1 September 29 for a.d. 15, September 28 for the next three 
years. 

2 For a detailed discussion of these possibilities cf. p. 168. 

3 September 29 for a.d. 19, September 28 for the next three 
years. 


Alex.'. 

■! ■ I 

Hgypt. • h 
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the year 17. Venus is in Ví\ in the years 16 and 18 and 
only the sun is always at the beginning of Libra at the 
end of September. This excludes a position of Mercury 
in TTL since it would require the maximum possihle 
elongation of this planet; it only reaches =£= 23 in the 
year 19. Obviously none of the basic astronomical data 
can inspire any confidence. 4 

The astrological data are correct except for denoting 
Scorpio a “ male ” sign, since it is “ feinale," at least 
according to the Tctrabiblos and to Vettius Valens. 
Perhaps we are dealing here vvith a different system 
according to which six consecutive signs are inale and 
female respectively; cj., for such possibilities Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 154 ff. 

BIBLIOGRAPIIICAL NOTES 

After the original publication in P. Oxy. II (1899) 
this text was discussed by Smyly [2] (1901). Nicklin 
(1) (1902), Laudien, GPO p. 29f. and p. 56f. (1912), 
Macnaughton, SEC p. 330-332, and David-Van Gronin- 
gen, PL p. 130f. (1940). 5 6 The last quoted vvork and 
Laudien give the Greek text. 

Nicklin [1] p. 119 says “the horoscope is entirely 
correct ” for the year 14, but this must be a mistake. 
Macnaughton. SEC p. 330, prefers the year 16. Uis 
remark that the synibols and TTj. can be easily con- 
fused makes no sense because the use of these symbols 
is not attested before the Middle Ages. Smyly [2] p. 86 
investigated only the calendaric conditions. 

No. 32 

PSI 1276 verso 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1 . çtovc i/3 nftepfiov 

2. 7ravn ã o) [ pa 6 Tjpepac ] 

3. TfÁioc a | (f>po$LTTj epprjc | 

4. [c]v SiSv | poic ] 

5. ccÀtjvt; | Kv. c er tcivqíi» | 

6 . Kpovoc e [ v KapK ] iyo) 

7. apr]C [ev 1^01'Ct] 

8. wpoc kotto [ c c ] V £»'[yf.»| 

TRA NSLATION 

1. Year 12 of Tiberfius 

2. Payni 1 [9th hour of the day] 

3. Sun, V[enus (and) Mercury] 

4. in Gemifni] 

5. Moon | (and) Júpiter in Taurus] 

6. Saturn i|n Canjcer 

7. Mars fin Pisces] 

8. Horoscopos in Lifbra] 

4 Since H = 8 and O = beginning of ^ the time is correctly 

about the 4th hour of the night and M = 

6 English edition : PP p. 142 f. (1946). 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 9 

This horoscope was first published by Bartoletti in 
Acgyptus 19 (1939) p. 177. The recto contains a para- 
phrase of Homeric verses. 

For the date given in the text, Tiberius 18, Payni 1 
= a.d. 32 May 26, one finds full agreement between 
text and computation: 


Text Computed 


O - 

| 

X 

2 

[91 

r x 

X 

0 

[9] - 

i 

X 

15 

« 1 

: 8 

8 

23 

[U] \ 

8 28 



5 

8 

S 

[K] 


5 

H 

=£= 

about 3 p. 


The restorations are quite certain since they are con- 
firmed by the arrangement of the planets. 


No. 46 

P. Oxy. 307 

(unpublished) 

Photo: pl. 30 

1. fc] vpiCKopev tov t)\i ov tov Koc/xo|Kpa]rto[pa] 

2. [ev] aiyoyepioi poipiov ia /_ opioic Sioc 

3. rrjv ct\rfi>r)i prjTi/p tov iravroc 

4 . | evpiCKope ] v ev Kpion poipiov ia 

5. [opioic] a<f>po8iTT]i 

6 . [<^>ai]vwv o tov Kpovov ev ToíoT^ft] 

7. [ fiOLp(i) ] y À íi7tCT<üi opioic apettiC 

8. [ <f>ae ] Oiúv o Toi' Stoc ev KapKivon 

9. [/xot]p«ov if) ev avanoSicpon 

10. optotfc] Kf)\ov]ov 7T\'poHC 

11. o tov apUiíC €v vyprj [ \ ] cot p-otp (w I á L 

12. opioic SlOC cr l8lüJl OlKlúl 

13. <f>toC<t>0>pOC O T7jC a<f>po8lTT)l 

14. çr aiyoytptoi poipiov 16 

15. opioic a<f>poSlT7]l CTl\ 

16. [c] Tl\fiü)l O TOV €ppOV 

17. cr ToèoTTJl pLOlpiü À 

18. opioic apco)C opocKOTri irap f 6 J croit 

19. /xc f co] StSi-M I Oic | Svvft] tyOvCi 

20. x^iroyr/v to£ [ orr/i ] 

11 noip[u] 18 : one could also read Motpfw ]v ô but the terms 
of Júpiter (line 12) exclude this interpretation. For poipu instead 
of poipuv cf. line 17. 

15 cti\ : prohably left incomplete and then resumed in the 
next line. 

18 apeuc : e corrected írom w. 
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TRANSLATION 

1. We find the sun, the ruler of the world, 

2. in Capricorn 11^ degrees, terms of Júpiter. 

3. The moon, the mother of all, 

4. we find in Aries 11 degrees, 

5. terms of Venus. 

6. Phainon, the (star) of Saturn, in Sagittarius 

7. 30 degrees approximately, terms of Mars. 

8. Phaethon, the (star) of Júpiter, in Câncer, 

9. 19 degrees, in retrogradation, 

10. terms of Saturn. Pyroeis, 

11. the (star) of Mars, in Aquarius, 14J degrees, 

12. terms of Júpiter, in the house of the same. 

13. Phosphoros, the (star) of Venus, 

14. in Capricorn, 19 degrees. 

15. terms of Venus. Stil(bon) 

16. Stilbon, the (star) of Mercury, 

17. in Sagittarius 30 degrees, 

18. terms of Mars. The Horoscopos in Virgo, 

19. Midheaven in Gemini, setting (point) in Pisces, 

20. Lower Midheaven in Sagittarius. 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 1 

Within more than one century in each direction the 
only possible date is a.d. 46 January 3. For this date 
one obtains the following results: 

Text Computed Text—comp. 


O 

llè 

vs 12 

0 

d 

T 11 

T 8 

+ 3 

b 

? 30 

^ 22 

+ 8 

U 

S 19 

S 23 

— 4 

$ 

14| 

X(!) 18 

[-4] 

9 

V3 19 

V3 14 

+ 5 

9 

* 30 

V3 6 

— 6 

H 

n 

about 10 p.m. 



Júpiter being close to opposition is retrograde as stated 
in the text. The only serious discrepancy is found in 
the case of Mars where the text gi ves the wrong zodiacal 
sign for the position; in the reference to the “ house of 
Júpiter,” however, the correct sign is used. The 
rulers of the terms as given in the text require longi¬ 
tudes which are given in the following li st: 


O terms of 

U 

thus V3 

7 

to 

14 

d 

9 

T 

6 

to 

12 

b 

$ 

? 

26 

to 

30 

lí 

b 

S 

19 

to 

26 

6 

U 


13 

to 

20 

9 

9 

-V3 

14 

to 

22 

9 

S 

* 

26 

to 

30 


It is seen that they all agree with the longitudes found 
in the text although in the case of Júpiter the lower 


boundary is taken as determining the ruler, while in the 
case of Saturn and Mercury the upper boundary was 
chosen. Another case of the use of the lower boundary 
is found in No. 138/161 (P. Princ. 75) lines 2 and 3; 
for the upper boundaries cf. No. 137 a and b (p. 41) 
and No. L482 (p. 146 notes 3 and 6). 1 

The text was found in Behnesa (= Oxyrhynchos) 
by Grenfell and Hunt (1897). 2 

Nos. 50,1, 50,2, and 50,3 
P. Abd. 126 

This little fragment seems to belong to a text which 
had collected several horoscopes. On the recto we sug- 
gest separating into two columns what the editor took 
as one text. 

On the left hand we see, following a dividing line, 
No. 50,1: 

1 . ]vpv c 

2 . ...] • 

3. ..] 

4. . ] aprjc 

remaining lines destroyed. 

Traces of writing in the space between line 1 and 4 
were interpreted as rjXios by the editor, continued by 
cu [yoKtptü which we read ap[r)c belonging to another 
column. 

Toward the right the beginning of five lines occupies 
about the same space as four lines in the first column. 
We read No. 50,2: 

Beginning destroyed 

1. Kpo[vOC 

2. fcrç [ 

3 . a/» [77c 

4. a<pp[o8eiTr) epp. 77 c] 

5. L^dvfciv 
remainder destroyed. 

Assuming the correctness of our restoration in line 4, 
one can conclude that also the sun must be near K, thus 
the time late winter or early spring. 

The verso, in a different hand, gives 

No. 50,3: 1. .]..v8 P [ 0\0iú 

2. . ] . .a<f>po8[i tt) 

beginning and end being destroyed. 


1 Cf. also No. 138/161, note to line 9. 

2 Cairo. Cat. gén. X p. 3 No. 10012. 
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No. 81 
P. Lond. 130 

I 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

II 

23. tmCKeipiv a7rÀ(uc 

24. Teivovra iva pi) 

25. £7riÀeyopcvoc c 

26. KacTOv evxpovi^w 

27. OuritíC yap o cv acrpo 

28. Àoyia npopTjTiKOC 

29. Tpowoc avap.<f>i 

30. f3o\oc TOvrecTiv 

31. o/xoÀoyoc KaTop 

32. dovrai tppwco 

33. poi <f>i\.Ta.Te tp 

34. pov 

35. xpovoc 

36. [tt;]c TpOTrqC 

37. EtOVC TpiTOV 6íOV 

38. titov <f>app.ov 

39. 6l TTJ t7Tl<f>wCKOV 

40. Cl] f-KTTJl C7TI 

41. TpiTTjC TI]C VI» 

42. ktoc i upac '. (UC 

43. Sc purpxuoi ayovci 

44. xaÀaySaic airpi 

45. Àciac : KQ.T apxai 

46. ove Sc Tra^tiív vco 


TRANSCRIPTION 

[ T ] üjv aiy vjttkdv oi to 
7 raÀaiov av | 8 p | cc yc 
vopcvoi [y|vr/cutíC 
tc TTipi ra ovpavi 
a (fnXoTTOirijCav 
tcc Kai C 7 TiyVOV 
TCC Tt]V TttíV CJTTa 
(Uli)V KtlVTjCIV 

Ta oÀa c f v 1 vc^ov 
cav tc xai Sioixov 
cav a(f> [#] oviüC rj 
pciv 8 ia xavo 
vwv aioivaov 

a 7 r£À£l 7 TOV TTJV 
irtpi avTwy yvio 
civ oâev exa 
ctov i pT]<f>icac a 
Kpifiioc TCTa^a 
COl 7 TpOC TC poi 
pav Kai ÀC 7 TTOV 

c^pa t[c] xai <f>a 
civ xai Ta irpoc 


III 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 


IV 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86 . 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 


pu/via cic TTjv Scv 
Tcpav: o6tv o 

pev juyiCTOTaToc 

7 jXlOC Kai TO)V oXcJV 
SvvaCTtjC ' a7TO ca 

piXTjc icijpepiac <f>t 

popevoe KplOV poi 
paa £7rci^cv Sexa 
t tccapac’ Kai irpoc 
CTl ÀC7TTa c£ - TOV 
TCCTIV pepoe Scxa 
TOV pOiptjC Ç<o8l 
oh apeoje : opioic cp 

pov : CTOtXClOJt 8 l 

oc ’. apptviKioi Kai 

Trpoc fSoppiDi £w8i 

un vi povpevoc : c 

7r[i] tt/c Àayovoc tov 

xpiov ceXayiÇiov ’. 

Sexuvon Scvtc 
• 

p(iH Ka\üVfltVO)L 
CtVTa)(Op l OV TO 8w 
ScKOLTTJfXOpLOV 
Sir/vyaÇtv CKop 

7TLOV 7T€pL TOV TTpU) 


TOV C<f)Ov8v\ov l 

H 8 c 0 ca ícat ccÀac^o 
poc ctXrjvr] <Z7T a 
vclto\t)C <f>€pope 
V7j oÇvywvLOC Tav 
pov p.OipaC €Tp€ 

\€ 8tKaTp£lC • KCU 
crt ptpoc \l\loct° 
p.OLpr]C : Ç(i>8húL 

A<f>po8tT7jc : vi//oi 
pLdTL l8núl : opt 
olc epp.ov l 6rj\v 
KioL Kat CTepetoi 
Çw8aoi I xpvcioi 
O/XOta I C7TI T 77 C 
paxewc avafiifia 
Çovca tov Tavpov : 
Socavon 8cvt€ 
p<j)i KaXovpevio 
apo)9 : to 8u)8€ 

KaTTjpLOpiOV CKOp 
7TLOV 7ra\iV 7 Ttpi 
TOV aVTOV TOlTOV 

eícAa/i.7 rev : 

4>aivwv 8 o tov Kpo 
VOV aCTT]p l^Ov 



22 


ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: No. 81 


V 


98. 

COr fXOLpaC É7TÀ7/pOl’ 

99. 

eè ê Xenrovcac pepoc 

100. 

eérjKOCTov poiprjc \ 

101. 

ZíoSuol 8ioc : opioic 

102. 

KCLL VlpiopaTL a<f)po8l 

103. 

Tr/C I ca )OC avaroXi 

104. 

KOC : €7 TL TOV \tXei 

105. 

Soucuot» i\6voc Ka 

106. 

TapLfiaÇlúl’ I €7 TL 

107. 

TpiTOC oyKOH : 

108. 

$>aeflu>v 8 o TOV 8 ioc 

109. 

acrrjp vi poc avarpe 

110. 

^tov £7TCt^€ KapKL 

111. 

vov poipac e$‘ kcu 

112. 

cti Aí7TTa rpiTa 8 c 

113. 

ic[a] a 877 pepoc poi 

114. 

prjc cctcv Sicpvpo 

115. 

Xi\t£a.KociocTOV: 

116. 

ZcuSum cektfvifc o 

117. 

pioic kcu Tairei 

118. 

vcopari apeotc I 

119. 

to 8 evrepov CTTj 

120. 

ptÇun' TOV €V Tttít 

121. 

vwtTcui Xapirpov 

122. 

acrepoc (Sopeiore 

123. 

poc 8 aKTVÀoft]c 8vci: 

124. 

7 ipuoXioc re oy 

125. 

KU)i Kai 7rpocTaccu)V 

VI 

126. 

7Tl'pOcft]c 8 O TOV ape 

127. 

0)C aCTT)p v8pO)(OOV 

128. 

poip<ic aye(3ifia 

129. 

£ci' 8 c [*a] e$ m eiKO 

130. 

crov: £cof 8 ]tor Kpo 

131. 

vov I rptywvov ep 

132. 

pov : opiov 8 loc : a 

133. 

CTCpa TOV ev ttjl \Xa 

134. 

pv8i KaXovpevov 

135. 

yavvprj8rjv opo) 

136. 

V\'pO)C TOH OÀíiH Cl 

137. 

8<oÁol 1 ecooc ayav 1 

138. 

&<DC(f>OpOC 8 O T7JC a 

139. 

(ppo8iTTjC (lCTrjp 

140. 

L\0vO)y poipac e 

141. 

jrXrjpov 8c/ca c£* 

142. 

Kai À€7rra Tcccapa - 

143. 

a 8t] 7revT€Kai8e 

144. 

Karov poiprjc pe 

145. 

poc ecTiv I ÇojSi 

146. 

OH 8lOC *. V\pO)paTL L 

147. 

8io)i: tua avaTO 

148. 

XlKTJ : €7 n TOV VO 


149. 

TCIOV L\0vOC I O 

150. 

poia KpvcraXXoji 

151. 

OpLOLC tppOV 1 TOV 

152. 

CV TOIC a7TOT€Ta 

153. 

pevoic Xivoic 

154. 

Xapirpov (iCTepoc 

VII 

155. 

aire\ovca ccÀ77I'ici[k] 

156. 

a peyeOrj 8vo 1 

157. ' 

CTiXfiiúv 8 o TOv ep 

158. 

pov aCTrjp Kpiov e 

159. 

ireTpe\e poipac crc 

160. 

peac 8eKa : nepiyei 

161. 

oc ! 7rpo C7TTa (f>aciv 

162. 

ireiroirfpevoc 1 8i 

163. 

o oíKo8eC7roT7jCeL 

164. 

to 8iadepa * 

165. 

O 8 oiaè to)v oXoyv lopo 

166. 

CK07TOC CKOpTTLOV 

167. 

airerepve poipac 

168. 

8c#ca okt o)i 1 opiov 

169. 

eppov : £o )8iov ape 

170. 

o)C 1 Tpiyojvov ce 

171. 

Xt/vtjc : 8 etcavov 

172. 

Oovp.ovO : 

173. 

o 8c 7 rpoc opOac toh 8e 

174. 

pecyftpivoc Xeov 

175. 

toc T7jv pa-\w eKpov 

176. 

ev : 

177. 

O KXrjpoc 8e T7)C Tv\y)C 

178. 

eic 8ioc Kai Ço)8iov 

179. 

Kai Tpiyo)vov ava 

180. 

7 raXiv ecrai 1 ov Tivec 

181. 

ÇvyoH 8o)prjcovTai a 

182. 

y rota I opo)c a<f>po 

183. 

8iT7jC naXiv a kXtj 

184. 

poc : SievTvxti * 

VIII 

space of 8 lines left blank 

185. 

Titoc 

186. 

IltT7/ 

187. 

VIOC 

188. 

eipT/<fu 

189. 

ca toc 

190. 

irpoKei 

191. 

Tai 
• • 

rest of column not inscribed 

Detached fragment: 

IX 

192. 

/ / 
a epp 

193. 

(3' T) fAtoe] 
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194. 

a Kj) [ oroc ] 

195. 

fi' a<f>po* 

1%. 

iva Kai TTjc 

197. 

raÇaoc 

198. 

firj &iac<f>a 

199. 

[ À ) 7]C Tü)V 

200. ~ 

e\p7i<f>ic6T) 

201. 

€V tpnov 

202. 

7ro\ei evOa 

203. 

\oyov c^jei 

204. 

O Of)lÇ<ü\v] 

205. 

TOV C7TT [ a | 

206. 

irpoc TTtV 

207. 

T€ 

208. 

O CTTOpip. [ OC ] 

209. 

xpovoc 

210. 

Tjfltpio [ V ] 

211. 

C o Ç 


rest of column blank 

X, in bold letters beside lines 202 and 205: 

212 . ayaSyji 

213 . TV xv l 

33-36 margin: cf. note on lines 182-184. 

45-46 kclt apxaiovc : supply xp ovovc 'i c f-> e -R-> Xo. 15/22 (= P. 
Oxy. 235) line 6. 

74-76 air avaroXijc tpfpoptvij: “ waxing ” not “ rising.” 

76 otvyvpioc: “ crescent,” literally “ acute-angled.” 

112-113 XfTrra rptra 5«<c[a| : not “ three or thirteen minutes” 
(Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 291 n. 1), but “ten parts of the third 
order.” 

159-160 poipac crepeac : “ full degrees ”; similar: crtptai in P. 
Mich. 149 II 1,20. 

161 vpo erra : “ before the seventh,” cardinal instead of ordi¬ 
nal numeral, as commonly in papyri and N. T. Greek. 

172 dovpioyO: the reading of the final 6 seems ccrtain (com- 
munication of Dr. T. C. Skeat). 

182-184: At the end of Col. VII one finds on the margin the 
same elaborate coronis which marks the end of the introduction 
in Col. II beside lines 33 to 36. 

188.189 : we owe this reading to Dr. T. C. Skeat. 

199 òi v : Dr. Skeat drew our attention to the íact that òi is 
characterized as an abbreviation by a raised sign or letter (ior 
c ?) above the t. 

202 ev0a: reading of Dr. Skeat. 


TRANSLATION 
Col. I 

The Egyptian men of old who had faithfully studied 
the heavenly bodies and had learned tlie motions of the 
seven gods, compiled and arranged everything in per¬ 
petuai tables and generously left to us their knowledge 
of these things. From these I ha ve accurately calculated 
and arranged for 


Col. II 

each one (of the seven gods) according to dcgree and 
minute, aspect and phase, and, simply, not to waste time 
in enumerating each item, whatever concerns its investi- 
gation. For thus the way of astrological prediction is 
made straight, unambiguous, that is, consistent. Fare- 
well, dearest Hermon. 

Time of the (equinoctial) tropic of the third year of 
the Divine Titus, the sixth day of Pharmouthi, the third 
hour of the night; as the Romans reckon, the Kalends 
of April; according to the old (calendar), Pachon 

Col. III 

the first to the second. 

Accordingly, the sun, the mightiest and ruler of all, 
moving from the spring equinox had attained in Aries 
fourteen degrees and six minutes, that is, the tenth part 
of a degree; in the sign of Mars; in the terms of Mer- 
cury; in the stoicheion of Júpiter; in exaltation in a 
male and northerly sign; shining upon the Flank of 
Aries; in the second decan, called Sentachor; the 
dodekatemorion was shining upon the First Joint (of 
the tail) of Scorpio. 

Col. IV 

And the divine and light-bringing moon. waxing in 
crescent had advanced in Taurus thirteen degrees, and 
a thousandth part of a degree; in the sign of Venus; 
in its ovvn exaltation; in the terms of Mercury; in a 
female and solid sign; like gold; mounting the Back of 
Taurus; in the second decan called Aroth; its dodekate¬ 
morion again was shining on about the same place in 
Scorpio. 

Col. V 

And Phainon, star of Saturn, had completed six 
degrees in Pisces. lacking a sixtieth of a degree; in the 
sign of Júpiter; in the terms and the exaltation of 
Venus; at its morning rising; descending from the 
Swallow-Fish; of magnitude four thirds. 

Phaeton. the star of Júpiter, traversing its exaltation, 
in Câncer, had attained six degrees and ten sixtieths of 
the third order, which are one twenty-one-thousand-six- 
hundredth part of a degree; in the sign of the moon; 
in the terms and depression of Mars; at its second 
station; two fingers north of the Bright Star at the 
Back; of the magnitude three halves and commanding. 

Col. VI 

And Pyroeis, the star of Mars, has mounted in 
Aquarius sixteen degrees and a twentieth; (and has 
mounted) the sign of Saturn; the triangle of Mercury; 
the term of Júpiter; the Star in the Cloak, called Gany- 
mede, homonymous with the whole constellation, far to 
the east. 
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And Phosphoros, the star of Vénus, had completed 
in Pisces sixteen degrees and four minutes, vvhich is 
the fifteenth part of a degree; in the sign of Júpiter; 
in its own exaltation; rising at dawn; at the Southern 
Fish; like crystal ; in the terms of Mercury; 

Col. VII 

distant two lunar diameters from the Star in the Con- 
necting Cords. 

And Stilbon, the star of Mercury, had mounted in 
Aries ten full degrees; in perigee ; having completed its 
phase before the seventh (day of the month) ; where- 
fore it will dominate the theme (of the nativity). 

And the rudder of them all, the Horoscopos, has cut 
off eighteen degrees in Scorpio; the terms of Mercury; 
the sign of Mars; the triangle of the moon; the decan 
Thoumouth. 

And the meridian at right angles to this had struck 
the Back of the Lion. 

And the Lot of Fortune, (counting) inversely, will 
be in the sign of Júpiter and in its triangle; this (Lot) 
some will ignorantly assign to Libra ; thus the Lot would 
be back (in the house) of Yenus. 

Good luck! 

Col. VIII 

Titus Pitenius computed it as is set forth. 

Fragment, Col. IX 

1. Mercury 

2. sun 

1. Saturn 

2. Venus 

in order that you may not make a mistake in the 
arrangement of the . . . 

Computed in Hermopolis, where the horizon has the 
ratio seven to five. 

The time of pregnancy: 276 days. 

Col. X 

With good fortune. 

ASTRONOMICAL COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 1 
Col. I 

“ Perpetuai tables." The existence of tables with this 
name is known from Ptolemy’s introduction to his plane- 
tary theory (Almagest IX.2). In criticizing earlier 
attempts to develop a consistent theory of planetary 
motion by means of the so-called “ perpetuai tables ’ 
(8ià T 7 /<i Ka\o\'[iévr/t aliovíov KavovoTrouas *) Ptolemy tells US 

1 opera II p. 211,5 ed. Heiberg. 


that these tables were built on the assumption of eccen- 
tric or epicyclic models, though of so primitive a struc- 
ture that the resultant retrogradations were of constant 
amount. The fact that our text mentions the perigee 
of Mercury is at least in principie in agreement with 
Ptolemy’s description. 

From our present text it seems furthermore to follow 
that these tables were computed to at least three sexa- 
gesimal places. This is not surprising in itself because 
the fundamental period relations can only be guaranteed 
if the mean motions are computed accurately enough. 
Three places are given, e.g., for the moon in P. Lund. 
35a and four places in P. Ryl. 27. 2 It is no contra- 
diction that often no fractions at all appear in the final 
results where a higher accuracy is of no practical value. 
The statement of our text (Col. II) that the horoscope 
was computed “ according to degree and minute ” is not 
to be taken literally, as the higher accuracy with the 
moon and with Júpiter shows. The remaining longi¬ 
tudes, however, do not go beyond minutes. 

“ Time of the (cquinoctial) tropic The longitude of 
the sun being T 14 ;6 ( cf. also Col. III) shows that the 
expression “ tropic ” here is meant in the general sense 
in which rpoiTT) is used not only for the solstices but also 
for the equinoxes; cf., e.g., CCAG 7, p. 194,16. 

“ Third ycar of the Divine Titus." Our present horo¬ 
scope was cast for a.d. 81 March 31 but was written 
after the death of Titus (September 81) as the appella- 
tive “ divine ” shows. Though Titus ruled only little 
over two years he is represented with three years in 
the so-called “ Ptolemaic Canon." 3 
The planetary tables P. Tebt. II, 274 quote not only 
the regnal years of Trajan but also the years of Titus 
from 29 to 37, continued until Titus 42 by P. Lund 35 b. 4 
An era Titus is otherwise unknown. 

Col. II 

“ The sixth day, the third hoitr of night." This trans- 

latÍOn Of TTj (.7TL<f>WC KOVCr) CKTTjL Í1TI TpiTTJC TTjC WKTOC wptlC 

is astronomically necessary. We know that the sun is 
in the middle of Aries while the middle of Taurus is 
setting. Consequently, only about two hours can have 
elapsed since sunset and certainly not about nine hours 
as would be the case if em<f>o)CKovcr/ meant the time 
between midnight and sunrise. The same result has been 
reached from the discussion of passages in the N.T. 5 


2 Knudtzon-Neugebauer 11J and Neugebauer [8]. 

3 Cf., e.g. Kubitschek, Zcitr. p. 60. For occurrences of a year 
“Titus 3” in non-astronomieal context cf. Hohmann [1]. 

4 Neugebauer [4] and Knudtzon-Neugebauer [I] p. 86 to 88. 

5 Cf. Smyly [2] p. 83 note 1 or Burkitt [1 ]. Sethe, Zeitr. 
p. 133 note 7 assumed a meaning “ the night leading to the 6th ” 
in order to rescue the identity of epoch for Egyptian and 
Alexandria» calendar. 
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Figure 11 illustrates the relative position of the three 
different calendar dates which can be reconciled only 
on the assumption of an evening epoch for the Alexan- 
drian and for the Roman date. For the discussion of 
this problem within a wider frame c/. below p. 167 ff. 


-—Ale x.- m 6 
*— Roman: April 




Figure 11. 


error in the computation of the dodckatemorion. The 
result vvould be corrcct if the longitude of the sun had 
been about T 18. 

“ Waxing." This is correct because the conjunction fell 
in the early hours of March 29. 

“ A thousandth part of a dcgrcc.” We have no tables 
which give decimal fractions of degrees. Probably the 
corresponding sexagesimal number was erroneously 
omitted; cf. the cases of sun, Saturn, Júpiter, and Vénus. 
For Mars, hovvever, we find only “ one twentieth.” 

“ Sccoud decan,aptúO." Correct for 8 13 ; Egyptian :'rvt. 


Col. III 

“ Moving from the spring cquinox.” The sun being in 
Aries 14 would mean 6 o beyond the spring equinox if 
the vernal equinox is assumed to be in Aries 8 as is 
often the norm in astrological literature and in the 
Babylonian “ System B ” of the solar-lunar theory. 
Modern computation gives about Aries 9 for the position 
of the sun. Cf. below p. 27 the comparison between text 
and modern computation. 

“ Sccoud decan, cevraxop." Aries 14 belongs to the 
second decan whose name is given by Hephaistion as 
xovraxpc, by Firmicus as Senacher. The Egyptian form 
is hntw hry “ the lower hntw (jugs).” Cf. also p. 6. 

“ First Joint (of the tail ) of Scorpio ”: Cf. note under 
Col. IV “ Dodekatemorion in Scorpio.” 

Col. IV 

“ Mounting the Back of Taurus ” avaPifiaÇovca was taken 
by Bouché-Leclercq (AG p. 122 note 1) in a technical 
sense. Referring to the present passage and to a similar 
passage in Col. V “ Dcscending from the S7i , allozv-Fish ” 
he says “ ces mots ‘ monter ’ et ‘ descendre ’ signifient 
être au N. ou au S. de réquateur.” Sueli a usage is not 
only unknown elsewhere but explicitly contradicted here 
by the computation which shows that both moon and 
Saturn had Southern latitude, the moon 4 ;40°, Saturn 

I ;49°. These values furthermore demonstrate that both 
moon and Saturn were far from their nodes, thus ex- 
cluding definitely the ordinary interpretation of the two 
words in question as referring to the ascending or de- 
scending nodes. 

“ Dodckatemorion in Scorpio." The dodekatemorion of 
the place of the sun, T 14, is =£= 2, the dodekatemorion 
of the place of the moon, 8 13, is =£= 19. Though the 
Scorpion extended originally over Libra and Scorpio, 
Libra being called the “ Claws,” we know from Ptolemy’s 
catalogue of stars that the star in the First Joint of the 
Tail of Scorpio had a longitude of Tq, 18;30 (Heiberg 

II p. 110/111,11). Thus one lias to assume a gross 


Col. V 

“ Lacking a sixticth of a degree.” Very unusual termi- 
nology for 59 minutes. 

“ DcscendingCf. Col. IV sub "Mounting." 

" Morning rising.” Saturn, being about 38° ahead of the 
sun, rises indeed in the morning before the sun. 

“ Szvallozv Fish." Boll, Sphacra, p. 389 considers this 
constellation as belonging to the “ sphaera barbarica ”; 
cf. also below p. 27. 

“ Magnitude 4/3." The translation of Õy koi “ weight ” 
by “ magnitude ” is a mere guess. Nowhere else in 
ancient astronomy is this tenninology attested nor do 
we have any proof for ascribing variable numerical 
values to the magnitude of planets. Computation, how- 
ever, shows that Saturn had at the given moment the 
magnitude 1.3 in excellent agreement with the text. On 
the other liand, we find for Júpiter a magnitude of —1.8 
whereas the text says “weight 3/2” i.e., +1.5. Of 
course there is no trace in Greek astronomy of negative 
stellar magnitudes. Both Sirius and Canopus are listed 
in the Almagest and in Arabic astronomy as stars of 
first magnitude. 0 

“ 21600th part of a degree.” Indeed ■ . 

21600 60 3 

“ Sccond station." For the appearances this remark is 
correct because Júpiter is still very close to its second 
stationary point which occurred about February 22. 
The stationary points are always given in Babylonian 
ephemerides of the outer planets. 

"Two fingers," probably corresponding to 0;5° each. 
This is the norm both in Babylonian and in Greek 
astronomy (cf. Kugler, SSB II p. 547 ff. and Manitius 
II, p. 396). 

“ Magnitude 3/2." Cf. above. 

“ Rising at dawn." Venus is morning star; elongation 
28°. 

9 Cf. Peters-Knobel, PCS p. 139, 140. 
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Col. VII 

“ Tzl'o limar diameters ,” probably corresponding to 4 o 
each. Tliis is the norm used in tlie Almagest ( cf. 
Manitius II, p. 396). The earliest observation which 
uses lunar diameters and which is quoted in Almagest 
IX,10 (Heiberg II p. 288) is from the year —264 
(Era Dionysius 21). The latest observation was inade 
bv Ptolemy himself -{-140 (Almagest X,1 Heiberg II 
p. 297). 

“ Perigcc." Aries 10 is exactly the perigee of the 
eccenter of Mercury according to Almagest IX,7 (Hei¬ 
berg II p. 264). 

“ Completcd its phasc before the 7th** Mercury is 
practically in upper conjunction with the sun, thus com- 
pleting its phase as morning star. Obviously the text 
assumes that the upper conjunction vvill be reached 
before the 7th, i.e., in less than 24 hours. Because the 
elongation at the beginning of the 6th is 4 o , from T 10° 
to T 14°, a daily motion of about 5 o seems to be 
assumed. Actually Mercury traveis at most about 2 o 
per day, as was, of course, known to the ancients; con- 
sequently, it would take the planet more than two days 
to reach the sun. Hence the statement of the text would 
only be correct if the longitude of Mercury were about 
T 12 or 13. This would also bring Mercury in line 
with the outer planets in their comparison with modern 
computations (rj. the summary below). 

“ Dccan dovnovd.” The corresponding decan (2nd in Tq.) 
in the Egyptian lists is tms (n hntt). 

** Meridian at right angles ** is only qualitatively correct 
as 5b 23 ;40° culminates when Ví\ 18° rises. Cf. Bouché- 
Leclercq, AG p. 259 note 2. 

Fragm. Col. IX 

“ 1. Mercury** The purpose of the enumeration of four 
planets is not clear. Perhaps it refers to Mercury and 
sun both being in T (10 and 14 ;6 respectively) and 
Saturn and Venus both in X (5 ;59 and 16 ;4 respec¬ 
tively). The subsequent sentence “ in order that you 
may not make a mistake in the arrangement of the 
pairs( ?)” perhaps gave the explanation. Unfortunately, 
the last word is written by an abbreviation beginning 
with Si, which might be 8nr\6wv. 

“ The horison has the ratio of 7 to 5." This is the 
standard ratio of longest to shortest day for Lower Egypt 
(cf. p. 5 table 3). 

The planetary positions were computed with P. V. 
Neugebauer’s TACh and ACh. For the Horoscopos and 
Midheaven more accurate computation would be with- 
out interest in view of the approximate data of the 
text. Hence these positions were computed (for the 
moment when 3 seasonal hours of night were completed) 
according to the rules given by Ptolemy, Almagest 11,9 


(Heiberg p. 143 f.), and by Theon in his introduction 
to the Handy Tables (Halma p. 40tt\). This was 
furthermore combined with different schemes for the 
length of daylight, computed with System A and System 
B as well. The results vary only inconsiderably around 
the values given in the above table. 

The planetary longitudes show rather irregular de- 
viations even if one assumes that Mercury should have 
a longitude of T 12 or 13 which makes the deviation 
+ 1 or 2. If one excludes the moon, Mars, and Mer¬ 
cury from the comparison because in these cases the 
inaccuracy of ancient tables might be felt most, one 
obtains the deviations 4- 5, + 5, + 5£. -f 85. It seems 
doubtful whether this can be taken as an indication that 
the vernal point was called Aries 8 o . A vernal point 
in Aries 5 o would be obtained, however, if we follow 
the theory of “ Trepidation ” mentioned by Theon as 
the theory of the old astrologers. According to this 
theory the vernal point recedes 1 0 in 80 years from T 8 o 
beginning in 159 b.c. Our horoscope being just three 
80-year periods later would thus consider T 5 o as the 
vernal point. 

Beside the longitudes, relations to stars in constella- 
tions are also given. This reminds one of the Baby- 
lonian “ Almanacs ** and “ Diaries ” where not only 
longitudes but also relations to “ normal stars ” are 
entered. 7 

In the case of the sun, the moon, and the meridian, 
the description is undetermined enough so as to make 
agreement possible, though it is not easy to see how the 
moon can be “ mounting the Back of Taurus ” when its 
latitude is about —1§°. Júpiter is said to be “ 2 fingers 
(=0;10°) north of the bright star in the Back” of 
Câncer. According to computation, this would be ^ 0:24 
(3 = -f-0;20 or ?2> 6 according to the text. A star which 
seems to fit this description is £ Canc which is called 
Xajx-rrpót by Ptolemy (Heiberg II p. 94,12) and whose 
coordinates are given as Zõ 5 ;40 (3 = —2 ;40 magn. 4 
in the Almagest. actually corresponding to 4;52 (3 — 
—2:27 in a.d. 100, and to 1 :42 in 130 b.c . 8 Another 
possibility is n Canc £õ 2 ;40 (3 = -p 1 magn. 5 in the 
Almagest, 5> 3 ;3 f3= -f- 1 ;8 in a.d. 100, and X 29 ;53 in 
130 b.c . 9 Neither one of these identifications is very 
convincing. 

Saturn, in X 6 o , is said to be ** descending from the 
Swallow-Fish.” Because the “ Southern Fish ” is men¬ 
tioned in connection with Venus, Bouché-Leclercq and, 
following him, Boll 10 have assumed that the “ Swallow- 
Fish ” is the same as the “ Northern Fish.” This is 
explicitly confirmed by the scholion to Aratus 242 11 

■Cf. Sachs [11. 

* Peters-Knobel. PCS p. 61 and p. 83 No. 448. 

* Peters-Knobel, PCS No. 456. 

10 Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 148 note 2; Boll in Roscher VI, 
979. 46 ff. ; Boll, Sphacra, p. 196 f. 

” Maass, CAR p. 382, 27 ff. 
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vvhere this nanie is declared to be of Babylonian origin. 
According to the Alniagest the Northern Fish belongs 
more to the first half of the zodiacal sign, in agreement 
with our computed longitude. The latitude, however, of 
almost —2 o does not agree with the picture to be de- 
rived from the Alniagest. 

Venus, in X 16, is said to be in the “ Southern Fish, 
two lunar diameters from the star in the Connecting 
Cords.” The star in the Cords is usually taken to be 
a Pise, 12 whose coordinates in the Alniagest are T 2 ;30 


27 

treatise of “ Hermes Trismegistos," discovered by Gun- 
del, with a longitude of X 14;26. 14 

Final ly Mars is found in 16, at the “ Star in the 
Cloak, called Ganymede, homonymous with the wliole 
constellation, far to the East.” That Aquarius is repre- 
sented as Ganymede is well known. 13 In the Cod. Vat. 
Graec. 1291 1,! the cloak reaches from Ganymede’s riglit 
shoulder to bis left hand wliicli is stretched out towards 
Capricorn. Thus the most conspicuous part of the cloak 
is seen at the western end of the constellation. Hence 


SUMMARY OF COM 1’UTATION 


Text 

Computation 

Text — Ccmput. 
Longitudes 

Titus 3 

inir(a) 6 3 h Tilght 
= Apri.1 1 = E(e) 1/2 

* SI 

March 31 

2i h Alexandria time 

O 

T 14; 6 

Fíank of Artes 

T 9M 

+ 4;52 ~ + 5° 

<r 

tf 1 3 ; Q3 ,o6 

Back of Tãurus 

0 10,-44 /?=— í ; 4o 

+ 2 ■ lé 4 2 

+1 

K 5; 59 

Swallo* - Ftsk 

K 0;49 - 1/9 

+ 5; 10 +5 


S 6; 0,0,10 

Brigkt star at 
the Back of Câncer 

S 0,24 + 0 ; 28 

+ 5,36 4 5Í 

</ 

lé;3 

Ganymede, star inthe 
Cloak t far to the East 

£2 |3 ; 8 - l;22 

4 2 ; 55 + 3 

¥ 

x 1 6 -, 4 

5o uthern Fish, star in 
the Connecting Cords 

)( £27 + 3/8 

+ 8,-37 * 8 § 

¥ 

T 10 


T |0,-5Ó — Ojié 

- 0 ,56 - 1 

H 

TT\ 18 


ir\ \%Z0 


n 

at ryht sncjíe 


6) 25 ; 30 



Table 8. 


P = —8;30 magn. 3. actually T 2;55 /? = —9;10 in 

а. d. 100 and X 29;45 in 130 b.c. 13 This is in very bad 

agreement with the longitude X 16 of the text and with 
the computed position X 7 ;25 /? = +3 ;48 even if one 
adds or subtracts 2 lunar diameters = I o . Perhaps the 
star d Pise is meant, near the tail of the Southern Fish. 
The Alniagest gives for this star X 11 >3 — 5 ;45 magn. 

б, actually X 11 ;34 (3 = -f-5 ;27 in a.d. 100 and X 8;24 
in 130 b.c. It also appears in the star catalogue of the 

12 Aratus 244; Almagest, Heiberg II p. 126, 10. 

,3 Peters-Knobel, PCS No. 692. 


our text must refer to the end of the cloak near the body, 
slightly east of the middle of the sign. 

ASTROLOG1CAL COMMENTARY 

Cül. I 

Phasc .” This temi is used here in a much looser sense 

14 Peters-Knobel, PCS No. 682. Gundel, HT, p. 159 No. 67. 

15 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 146 note 3 or Roscher VI, 975, 
4 ff. ; 976, 50 ff. Boll, Sphacra, p. 389 considers “ Ganymede ” 
as a borrowing from the “ Sphaera Barbarica.” 

10 Boll [4]. 
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than ordinarily ( cf ., Introduction p. 10). Mercury at 
superior conjunction is said to have “ completed its 
phase.” This can only mean that its “ phase ” as 
morning star is ended. This is confirmed by the other 
cases which obviously concern the “ phases ” mentioned 
here in the introduction of the horoscope. Saturn is 
said to rise before dawn and Venus is mentioned as 
morning star but neither one of these planets is in a 
specific position of a “ phase ” in the strict sense of this 
term. For the astrological significance of the phases 
cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 309, IV; also p. 113 note 1. 

Col. III 

“ Sign of Mars." “ Sign ” (£o>8iov) is here used for 
“ house ” (otKoç). 

“ Northcrly sign." This classification seems to be un- 
known, even in lists like CCAG 1 p. 164 f. or CCAG 4 
p. 152. See, however. the “ northerly triangle ’’ T «9„ ?, 
Tctrabiblos I, 18. Cf. also Bouché-Leclerc(|, AG p. 196 
note 2. 

Col. IV 

“ Like gold." Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 314 note 2; 
“ accidentellement peut-être ”; the ordinary metal asso- 
ciated with the moon is silver. Cf. Col. VI. CCAG 1 
p. 173,2 and 2 p. 82,7 the moon is called xpvaá^i rv£. For 
the importance of conjunctions between the moon and 
fixed stars cf. CCAG 6. p. 69 1 f. 

Col. V 

“ Comnianding." According to the Tctrabiblos Câncer 
is a comnianding sign. but not so according to Vettius 
Valens. 

“ Sccond station." For the astrological significance of 
this point cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 429 note 1. 

Col. VI 

“ Like crystal .” This seems to be an unknovvn associa- 
tion with Venus. In al-Bírünrs Astrology p. 243 crystal 
is mentioned (among others) with the moon. gold with 
Venus, exactly opposite to our text. The moon repre- 
senting crystal is again mentioned as a Hindu doctrine 
in al-Birüní, índia LXXX (Sachau II p. 214). Cf. also 
the table in Boll, FS p. 20. 

Col. VII 

“ It will dominatc the theme.” Obviously the fact is 
decisive that Mercury is in superior conjunction with 
the sun. According to Tctrab. 1.24 a planet is most 
powerful if its true motion is greatest and this is the 
case for superior conjunction. Cf. also Bouché-Leclercq, 
AG p. 113 note 1 and p. 406 note 2. It looks as if the 
bad influences (e.g., Horoscopos in Scorpio) were pur- 
posely ignored. 


“ The rudder of them all." Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG 
p. 258 note 4. 

“ Lot of Fortune." Sagittarius is the “ house ” (or 
“ sign ”) of Júpiter and the “ triangle ” # T CL is at 
night assigned to Júpiter. The elongation of the moon 
is 8 13 — T 14 = 29°. Adding this to the Horoscopos 
H. 18 we obtain 17. Subtraction vvould lead to =^= 19 
but only “ ignorant ” people do not know that addition 
is proper for the night, subtraction for daytime. Cf. 
Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 291 note 1. 

“ (counting) invcrscly." This translation of àváiraXiv is 
based on Bouché-Leclercq’s remark {AG p. 291 note 1) 
which relates our passage to “ Nechepso’s ” rule for the 
computation of the Lot of Fortune. Cf. Introduction 
P . 8 . 

“ back {in the sign) of Venus" not in the “Lot of 
Venus ” as Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 291 note 1 has it. 

Fragm. Col. IX 

“ Prcgnancy 276 days." \'ettius Valens I, 23 and 24 
gives an extensive method for finding the moment of 
conception from the date of birth. As the mean value 
of the duration of pregnancy, 273 days is assumed. The 
accurate duration is computed by means of the elonga¬ 
tion of the moon from the Horoscopos. Neither the 
mean value nor the accurate value of Vettius Valens’ 
theorv agrees with our text. There exists, however, a 
doctrine which considers the third day after birth as 
the decisive day {cf. Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 488 note). 

The Egyptians assumed a duration of pregnancy of 
275 days {cf. Jonckheere, [1J p. 44 f.). 

BIRLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Photographs of columns I to VIII: P. Lond. Fac- 
similes Pl. 77-79; of columns IX and X: Macnaughton. 
SFC pl. XVII (facing p. 332) taken from J. C. S. 
Thompson. The Mystery and Romance of Astrology, 
New York, Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1930: of 
column IV, 72-85: W. Schubart, Griechische Palaeo- 
graphie {Handb. d. Altertumswiss. 1,4,1 München 1925) 
p. 122 fig. 81. 

This text is very frequently referred to in the litera- 
ttire, e.g., by Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 196,3 213,e et 
passim ; Wilcken, Ostr. II p. 792 f.: Gundel. DD. p. 48. 
p. 409, etc. 

No. 95 
P. Lond. 98 

INTRODUCTION 

This papyrus beeame famous through the fact that its 
verso bears the Funeral Oration of Hyperides. Its recto 
contains an elaborate Greek horoscope cast for the year 
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a.d. 95, followecl by an astrological treatise in Grcek and 
early Coptic. 

Tlie papyrus originally belonged to the Stobart col- 
lection and was purchased in Egypt in 1853/1854, 
probably in Thebes. Griffith suggested that it was found 
together with the wooden tablets which contain Demotic 
planetary tables for at least the years a.d. 71 to 132. 1 


nianuscripts of normal Coptic are datable so soon alter.” 
\\'e are greatly indebted to our Egyptological colleagues, 
Professor J. Cerny and Professor R. A. Parker, for 
putting at our disposal their results in studying this 
extremely difficult Coptic document. The late Dr. P. 
Kahle, Jr., made a careful copy of the original in the 
British Museuni and Dr. T. C. Skeat, Keeper of the 
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Table 9. 


The horoscope began with an introduction. now almost 
completely destroyed. followed by the enumeration of 
positions and astrological characterization of sun, moon. 
and the five planets. On several occasions Demotic signs 
are used in the spellin^ of names of decans. The end 
of the horoscope proper gives the four cardinal points 
and four “ Lots." This brings us to the end of line 82. 

What now follows (lines 83 to 101) is almost entirely 
illegible because there are breaks in the papyrus and 
overlaid patches, and all the lines have been erased or 
cancelled. A few less conjectural readings, however, 
indicate that we have to do with the periods of liíe and 
their subdivisions. 

With line 102 seems to begin a detailed discussion 
of the single periods of life, first in Greek, then. from 
line 118 on, in Old-Coptic with some Greek insertions. 
Griffith [21 p. 81 note 1 quotes the follovving remark 
by Crum: “ What strikes me in these texts is not their 
likeness to Coptic, but their extreme unlikeness, while 

1 Cf. below p. 173, tables S. 


Department of Manuscripts. provided us with infrared 
and ultraviolet photographs. Professor Eric G. Turner 
of the University of London collated once more the 
whole text. In spite of this combined effort much 
remains enigmatic in this last section. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 
9. 


A. TRANSCRIPTION OF LINES 1 TO 82 
Col. I 

• • • •1 cyc 

-1 c 

— 1- 
— 1 • • • 

.... * c ro 
....]. on m 
....]. 6íov 

-] X o 


1 1 ct]C. : followed by one more letter(?) ending in a long 
stroke slanting down to the right. 
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10. . 
11 . . 
12. . 

13. . 

14. . 

15. . 


. . | .Ao 

..]... 

• i. 

. 1 ... 

. ] . bit 

TijC ijpt]pac 


16. [t/Aioc tvpiCKoptv TTjV ice|ti'7/ctv ttol 

17. [ov/acvov ev.] 

18 . |.] 

19. |.OV TO hloèeKCLTT]] popiov CV Acovti 

20. I poipwv . . Aítttwv . . OIKoi i8iwi ) opioic tppovc 

21. | Twv Se Aç Aapnpwv] wftoCKOirwv x ev 

22. \ceÀr]vr/ tvp.CKoptv r] rjv Kti 


23. 11 •rjCiv iroiovptvrjv cv.] poi p 

24. [.)7rAaTei 


25. |.. . . f3]a0poic 

26. | rtiiv Se AÇ Aa/iirpoiv wpocKmrw]v ov ovo* 4 

27. [ . . . . ov to SwStKaTr/popiov tv c J Kopvuat 

28. | pOLp ] biV jj AtTTTWV v(3 Ot [ Kblt aptwC TaiTlV ] biftClTl (JtAlj 

29. [ opiOL 1 c a<t>po8tiTi]C Sex [ ai>oc.] rt 


Col. II 

30. <f>aiVO)V T OV TO V KpOVOV tVpiCKOptV TTJV KtlVTjClV 

31. iroiovptvov tv vapOtvwi poiprjC ã OIKOV tppovc 

32. vipotpaTL tppovc TairivtapaTi a<f>po8tiTT)C opioic 

33. tppovc ov to 8w8tKarijpopiov tv irapdtvwi oikwi 

34. tppovc Twv Se Aç wpoc ko7twv ov ovopa trdt 

35. twv Sexavoc (3 ov ovopa [ovcc](/t/ (3ikwt - 

36. (fxatSwV TOV TOV 8lOC t [vpiCKOptV ] TTjV KtlVTjClV 7 TOl 

37. ovptvov tv Trapdtvun [poipwv . . Actt] twv k oikwi 

38. tppovc vif/wpan ep/xov [c Tairivwpar ] t a<f>po8tiTij opioic 

39. a<f>po8tlTTjC OV TO 8u>8c [ KaTT/pOptOV €v] TO$OTT]l poipwv iy 

40. oiKon i8iwi opioic eppo[vc twv 8t Aç Aa]/urpb>v wpocKO-rrwv 

41. ov ovopa tftovrdt tw[v Sexavoc. ] apwi apwi 

42. aptjc 7 rvpoíc evp [icxo/xev tt)v xcivi^civ noiox'ptvov 

43. tv 8i8vpotc poi[pu)V .. Ae7rrb>v.]ã oikidi tppovc opifoic] 

44. opioic tppovc . [. prjKti ( ?) irp]ocTi6wi Toic apidpoic 

45. Tiuv Se Aç Aapir[pwv wpocKoir]wv ov ovofia apov > 

46. [ov TO 8w8tKaTTjpOpiOv] ev Acovti poipwv K 

47. oikwi TfÁiov opioic t [ ppov twv 8t ] xavoc ã ptptvaapt 

48. 4>WC(f)OpOVC TOV [ttjc] a<f>po8tlTT]C tVpiCKOUtV TTjV KtlVT] 

49. cu» iroiovptvov e [ v Tavpjnu f poipwv . . ] oikwi i8iwi vxpwpxm 

50. ctktjVTji opioic S[toc ov to 8w8tKaTi]p\opiov tvArjyti tv 

51. v8prj\wi poipwv y oikwi fxpovov opioic ep ] povc twv Aç A ap v 

52. wpocKOTTwv ov ovopa %w [.Sexav]oc ã ov ovopa apov y 

53. CTlAf3wV TOV TOV tppov tf [ plCKOptV TTjV ] KtlVTjClV ITOlOVptVOV 

54. TOV TOV tppov tv Kpiwl -JTtpl [ poipwv .. Ot ] XWl aptwC 

XnpWjMlTl 

55. TjAlOV TairivwpaTi Kpovov opifotc .... ] TblV Aç Aapirpwv 

56. wpocKotrwv ov ovopa ^evTaf . . ov] to 8w8tKarrjpopLOV cv 

57. Ar/yti tv roÇoTTji poipwv k oik [ wi Sto ] c opioic a<i>po8tiTTjC twv 

58. StKavoc (3 Kar 1 KOvaT 1 


59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 
81. 
82. 


Col. III 

TOV Se wpovopov wpOC KOTTOV 7 TpOc 8 ci St O A TJV 
TTjV | av ] aAoytav ik tov avatftopiKOV irpoc KAtxj/v 
Spav tKTTtlTTTtl CV KapKlVWl irtpi poipwv Kt OKWl 
CtAxjVTjC opioic 8 lOC OV TO 8 w 8 tKaTTjpopiov tv 
Tavpw [ l] poip wv K t OIKWI U(f>po 8 tlTT]C VlpWpUTl 
ctAxjVTjC twv [A] Ç Aapirpwv wpocKoirwv ov ovo A 

ptptvax- [....] Ttov Sexavoc (3 Kvovpt hpaKvov ^ 

ptcovp[avxjpa e]v Kpiwi poipwv i Atirrwv Ã 
oikwi apt\wc opioic a(f>] po 8 tiTjjC ov ovopa cpw t 
xmoyrjv | cv £x<ywi otx|wi a<f>po 8 tiTi)i vif/wpan k povoe 
Ta 7 rivwp\aTi tjAiov optojtc tppovc ov ovo M crwpa 
8 vcikov [ ev aiyoKtpwi j poipwv Kt oikwi Kpovov opioic 
18101 c I . . . . ov ovo] pa cicpwi 

o 7rp[ wtoc KÁxjpoc ttjc y]evecewc_o tCTiv ayaOoc Sai/xwv 
[ ev ravpwi poipwv . . Ae ] tttwv AS oikwi a<f>po 8 tiTijc vi p 
x<ipw [ pari CtAxjVTjC opioic] tppov Kai aptwc 

(3 kAt} I poc.] ev Kpiwi poipwv Ky Atirrwv [. . ] 

oikwi [xai o]p[iot]c ape | wc ) 

o TpiTo\c k\At]poc irtpi J0a]vaTbiV ev x' 8 ptjxwi poipwv 
[..]Ae.. ' 

oikwi k [ pov ] ov Ta7Tivo> ] pa ] ti tppov opioic Stoc xai ape [ w ] c 

o <f>vc[iKoc 0 ]ucoSec [iroTTjc] rxjC ytvtctwc a<j>po 8 tiTTjC xai 

tppovc 

ev Tbi [ i Ktv ] Tpwi a<i>po [ SeiT ] r/C avacfxtptTai ev twi Ktvrpw [ 1 ] 
ptc [ ovpavT)paT]oc 

[ a 7 TOTt Ate pari] Ka twv t acrtpwv 7repi ÇoijC 


34 trile: d Demotic sign. Cf. Griffith [1] p. 74, and Crum [1], 

35 [ouecjdij £ikwt: Professor Parker suggested this restora- 
tion as a possible rendering of the corresponding Egyptian name 
\vs§ty bkjty. 

41 tpovrde: d Demotic sign. Cf. Griffith [1] p. 74. 

45 and 52 apov> : Last sign is perhaps Demotic though we 
did not succeed in identifying it. It is not mentioned in Crum [1] 
though in his text (about a.d. 150) an unknown sign <• also 
occurs, written often in the inner part of words as well as at 
the end. 

56 to: t written over S. 

61 oKiot: sic for oikwi. 

65 bpciKvovn: initial letter Demotic b. 

69 crwpa: pa doubtful ; perhaps Demotic? 

80 avatptperat : v written over <p. 

82 ](ca: ajroreXeCMaTi] xá or xPV iCti] «a. 


B. TRANSLATION OF LINES 1 TO 82 

Col. I 

Lines 1 to 27. Only the last letters of these lines are 
visible. The beginnings are now covered by brown paper 
of the mounting of the papyrus. 2 Only in the lines 28 
and 29 has transparent paper been used and hence also 


8 This detached part of the text is not shown in the facsimile 
reproduction of P. Lond. 98. We owe all information concerning 
this fragment to Dr. T. C. Skeat. 
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parts of the beginning can be read. The micldle part oí 
the whole first column is broken away. 

The last line of the introduction (line 15) can proba- 
bly be read as ending in “. . . hour of the d]ay.” The 
two following sections concern the sttn and the moon 
and can be restored to some extent by means of the 
pattern of the subsequent sections for the planets. 

16. [The sun \ve find] moving 


17. [in.J 

18 . I.] 


19. [ ... whose dodekatejmorion is in Leo 

20. [.. degrees .. minutes, his own house,] terms of 

Mercury, 

21. [and of the 36 bright] Iloroscopes khen. 

22. [The moon we find] mo- 

23. [ving in.] degrees 

24. J.J latitude 

25. [.J steps; 

26. [and of the 36 bright Horoscopes] the one named 

27. [., whose dodekatemorion is in] Scorpio 

28. 8 degrees 52 minutes, in the [house of Mars,] de- 

pression of the moon, 

29. [ terms j of Venus, decan [.]ti. 

Col. II 

30. Phainon, the (star) of Saturn we find moving 

31. in Yirgo 1 degree, house of Mercury, 

32. exaltation of Mercury, depression of Venus, terms 

33. of Mercury; whose dodekatemorion is in Virgo, 

house 

34. of Mercury, and of the 36 Horoscopes the one 

named Etdje; 

35. whose decan is the 2nd, named [Usdjje-Bikot. 

36. Phaeton, the (star) of Júpiter we find moving 

37. in Virgo [.. degrees] 20 minutes, house 

38. of Mercury, exaltation of Mercury, depression of 

Venus, terms 

39. of Venus; whose dodekatemorion is in Sagittarius 

13 degrees, 

40. his own house, terms of Mercury, and of the 36 

bright Horoscopes 

41. the one named Phoutdje; whose decan is the [2nd], 

Aroi Aroi. 

42. Mars Pyroeis we find moving 

43. in Gemini [. . . degrees .. . minutes] ; house of 

Mercury, {terms} 

44. terms of Mercury; [... in longitude] lie is adding 

to (his) numbers; 

45. and of the 36 bright Horoscopes the one named 

Arou; 

46. [whose dodekatemorion] is in Leo 20 degrees, 

47. house of the sun, terms [of Mercury; whose] decan 

is the lst, Remenaare. 

48. Phosphorus the (star) of Venus we find 


49. moving in Taiirus [... degrees], her own house, 

exaltation 

50. of the moon, terms of Júpiter; whose dodekate¬ 

morion ends in 

51. Aquarius 3 degrees, house of [Saturn, terms] of 

Mercury, of the 36 bright 

52. Horoscopes the one named Cho[... ] ; whose decan 

is the first, named Arou. 

53. Stilbon, the (star) of Mercury we find moving 

54. {the (star) of Mercury} in Aries about [... 

degrees], house of Mars, exaltation 

55. of the sun, depression of Saturn, terms of [.] ; 

of the 36 bright 

56. Horoscopes the one named Chenta[chori J ; his 

dodekatemorion 

57. ends in Sagittarius 20 degrees, house of [Júpiter] ; 

terms of Venus; whose 

58. decan is the 2nd, Kat/ Kouat/. 


Col. III 

59. And the governing Horoscopos is fixed in complete 

60. coníormity (with the rules) of the rising-times (as 

well as) with the water clock; 

61. it falis in Câncer about 25 degrees, house 

62. of the moon, terms of Júpiter; whose dodekate¬ 

morion is in 

63. Taurus 25 degrees, house of Venus, exaltation 

64. of the moon; of the 36 bright Horoscopes the one 

named 

65. Remenach [.] ; whose decan is the 2nd, 

Knoum Hraknoum. 

66. Midheaven in Aries 10 degrees 30 minutes, 

67. house of Mars, [terms] of Venus; (the bright 

Horoscopos?) named Sroi. 

68. Lower Midheaven [in Libra,] house (of) Venus, 

exaltation (of) Saturn, 

69. depression [of the sun], terms of Mercury; (the 

bright Horoscopos?) named Stoma. 

70. Setting [in Capricorn] 25 degrees, house of Saturn. 

71. his own (i.e. Saturn’s) terms; [....] (the bright 

Horoscopos?) [nam]ed Sisroi. 

72. The first Lot of the nativitv, that is Agathos Daimon, 

73. [in Taurus .... degrees] 34 minutes, house of 

Venus, {exaltation} 

74. exaltation [of the moon, terms] of Mercury and 

Mars. 

75. The second [Lot .] in Aries 23 degrees 

[.. ] minutes, 

76. house [and terms] of Mars. 

77. The third Lot. coneerning death, in Aquarius [... ] 

degrees [ .. ] minutes, 

78. house of Saturn. depression of Mercury, terms of 

Júpiter and Mars. 
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79. Tlie [natural] ruler of the nativity (is) (the star) 

of Venus and, (the star) of Mercury being 

80. in the center, (the star) of Venus is rising (toward 3 ) 

the center 

81. of Mid [heaven.] 

82. [the influenjces of the five stars concerning life. 

C. LINES 83 TO 117 

The lines 83 to 104 are almost completely obliterated 
by erasures. The following indicates vvhat words still 
can be read with some degree of certainty. 

83. 4 * 7 Tpiú ( TOC . dfJ ] po8ct [ T ] 7) . 

84. (tTOVC ) Ç [. KpOVO [ 1» . 

85. p.ep[i£ei . 

86. p.ep [ i£ct. 

Col. IV 

90. ct[ovc .ctoc ] erorc kc P^jvac (3 ripepac kc 

93. a<f>poSei T r t c Kai eppov prjfac [. .] 

95 . ceXrji-Tjc 

96 . a<j> . epovfie 

98. . . . \pj]p.aT [ t£ci . 

99. ]n anvnc ã 

100. OLTTO . 

In spite of the bad condition of the text it would 
seem clear that this section is dealing with the periods 
of life (c/. particularly line 90) and similar subdivisions. 
This is supported by the occurrence of frequent over- 
lines, marking numbers, though the numbers themselves 
are usually obliterated. 

In line 102 the first period of life is mentioned. The 
second period begins with line 116 to be continued in 
the Coptic text (lines 118 ff.). There are erasures and 
breaks in the Greek lines, and where the reading is 
clear, it is rather incoherent grammatically. Our text 
of these lines is as nearly complete as we can make it 
but our translation is a free version. 

TRANSCRIPTION 

102. [. .] 7 rpiúTOC XprjfJLCLTL [£ci 

103. £17 TO f CTOVC ....] .... Ç. [....].. 

a<f> [poSJetrçc 

104. k\[tjpoc .... 

105. c..p.. . Tcpirviüv cav Se 8ov\oc rjv [ e\ev0epo>6rjcerai ] . . 

106. irXoyci . ..[.] eav Se tt\ovcloc it | Xovcuure ] poc 

yevrjcerai Kai cw 

3 The literal translation of the text “ Venus rises in the center ” 
makes no sense since Venus is in the sign which precedes Mid- 
heaven. 

4 Near the beginning of the lines 83 to 89 a small strip from 
another papyrus is pasted over the original (perhaps an ancient 
rcpair). This narrow strip contains one letter or two in each of 

five lines which have nothing to do with the original text which 

shows in all columns a narrower spacing of lines. 


107. plarojv.07roJuov KvpurCL €7ri#r/| ca] oca Kai 

7] ytvcciv CTjfiaL 
ycvwvrai 

108. vct <f>vTeiav 8c OTroiovv..a /caÀcuc Ka[t tc\kvuív 

TTOLOVVTaL VITO TÍVOC 

109. KOL T7I c . K&**Ko.. m .a <t>vcic yovucioc yovcic xat 

cvCTactciv VTTCpc^aav 

110. yeiyrjCCTCLi c(C^[a;p]orcu' 07 tov Koc(p.ocyp.ov Kpvcpoc 

7] XpwpLaTíüV 

111. 7] ira [ 6<dv . t ] avra 8c a7TOTe\ei aprjc yenjTai 

C7 rava<f>ep7j 

112. [ a</>po8c ] LTTjc Kai Kpovoc TpiywviÇei \pv\poc 7rcpt t<dv 

ywa lkíov 

113. f. . . ] xnro T7]v cLpxrjV if/oyoc aoipovc KirSwcvf cc]i 

ou ovcipoc 

114. [.... o]i'C KaKOirad-qceTai Kat ^cnrcvci xa[ . ]av 

o yap 7rptüToc 

1 lD. [ K\ijpoc ] oltoXvc rj Sevrepa opLOiwc airoAvc x[ai r/ rpiri) 

o]/xoiac airoArc 

FREE TRANSLATION 

The first period Venus rules tip to 6 [years 9(?) 
months 25 days. Its position in Lot 1, Agathos Daimon, 
indicates well being and abundance] of pleasure. If he 
is a slave [he will be set free; if he is poor he will 
become] rich; if he is rich he will become richer and 
[whatever slaves] he is master of he will increase, as 
the nativity indicates; and [his crops(?) of whatever 
sort they are] will do well: and the children from 
whatever union born will have inborn in them a fine 
nature like their parents. And he will have excellent 
associations extending everywhere. He will sufifer from 
cold or íevers or other illnesses; such are the things that 
Mars portends, . . . Venus is in Epanaphora. And 
Saturn is in trine to Venus (and portends that) he will 
be cold as regards women. He will be tried before the 
magistrate for unspeakable accusations . . . he will sufifer 
miserably and will li ve a miserable life abroad. For the 
first lot is a separation( ?), the second likewise a separa- 
tion(?) and the third likewise a separation( ?) 

D. THE COPTIC TEXT 

by 

J. Cerny and R. A. Parker 

The discussion of the second period of life probably 
began in line 116 with the statement that Mars(?) 
decides the second period, which, according to the next 
line.' extends “ from year 6 month 9 (or 5) day 25 to 
year 25 [month 2 day 25].” 6 In the next line the Coptic 
text begins. The occasional Greek sentences which are 

3 One can read with some security in line 117: ...].. (eroi-c) 

Ç Ht)va% 8 [tjm] epaC Kf euc _ XP^JMarifet. 

0 Cf. below line 126. 
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insertecl in the Coptic are also written by a different 
hand; here they are printed in italics. 7 

The following translation has been published by us in 
an article on “ The Old Coptic Horoscope ” in JEA 43 
(1957) p. 86 to 100 to which we refer the reader for 
the text itself 8 and our commentary. 

118. [If] he had the Sun as friendly star (and) Mer- 

cury, and they were at enmity to this st [ar . . .], 
it shall not be 

119. ... (effective ?) ... as hostile star. The two 
gods . . . (are . . .) during his life. 

120. [ If ] (they were) in akhêlõ, they shall make tvventy- 

four evils against him . . . of his life (and) his 
occupation, 

121. . . . after thirty-five (evils) from it. If he had 

M [ercury itsejlf as his krahtouõt, 

Col. V 

122. his growth( ?) shall be established in its likeness, 

whether( ?) it be against his good or his evil. 

123. If there was an evil star as his krahtouõt, he shall 
. go to . . . man( ?) 

124. or god, <or> he shall go into misfortune, or (he 

shall) see a man’s death. 

125. It shall come through him or through his snake. 

Tliird pcriod: Júpiter decides. 

126. From ycar 25, month 2, day 25 until year 34, 

month 5, day 24 

127. Júpiter decides. If Júpiter (was) a hostile star on 

the <day> of his birth, 

128. perhaps he shall pass by (= neglect) his wife, or 

be at enmity to her, or his children shall 

129. misbehave in turn, or he shall part (from them) 

in mercantile business. If there was an evil star 

130. . . . , a wife shall not make a term for him <for 

ever>, a child shall not come to him 

131. for ever. Evil shall happen after him. They shall 

. . . hireling 

132. ... and [t J hey shall cause the S[un] to come 

again, it shining forth there opposite Júpiter, 

133. and a wife shall burn unto (the) hair. If a good 

star gave to him an omen, you should set 

134. it against me. Fourth period: [Mars J decides 

jrom year 34, month 5, day 24 

135. until year 54, month 10, day 4. If the Moon was 

a friendly star for him on the day 

136. of his [birth], . . . shall . . . upward. After a 

closing as friendly star for him on the d [ay] 

137. of his birth, pe[rháps it was](?) a friendly star 

for him again. The said man, the halí of his . . . 


7 < > indicate emendations. 

8 On pl. XI (which is printed upside down) read Col. IV 
and Col. VI instead of Col. 1 and Col. 3 respectively and on 
pl. XII read Col. V instead of Col. 2. 
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138. shall . . . against him. His evils shall multiply. 

A woman of . . . 

139. . . . |shall] . . . him, and his heart shall <be- 

come good> through her. He shall take a 
name(?) . . . 

140. . . . service of kingship . . . his kindred, he caus- 

ing them to appear as those who 

141. take a wreath of gold to their head(s) in the years 

named, and he shall speak and they shall act at 
his voice 

142. and he shall see a law which is great to his heart. 

If an evil star was coming up 

143. after them, against his good and for his evil, a 

woman shall cause him to take shame, or he 
shall be 

144. hunted( ?) from year 42 upwards. A woman shall 

be to him. He shall take one 

145. until year 94. He shall see a [wife’s] death or 

shall be parted from her and <they> shall ex¬ 
amine him 

146. while he . . . and . . . of his shall make his evils 

or . . . of his. 

147. If a good star was . . . , he shall escape his place 

of confusion . . . 

148. ... to them . . . and thev shall cast 31 winters 

* 

upon them (sei ves). 

149. He shall take counsel from a woman and [perhaps 

she] shall take counsel from him. If he had 

150. a good star take closing on the d [ay] of his birth, 

perhaps he shall see (the) death 

151. of a man who is near to him <or> (the) death of 

a relative (and) he shall not make new profit 
with him 

152. (but) his heart shall become good for a wife (and) 

send him to a child from year 42 {from year 

153. 42} again and according to the way with him 

which . . . before it is decided for his good (or) 

154. his evil, and his <heart> shall bccome good for his 

life and he shall not have died in a past hour 
(but shall) 

155. see . . . child . . . All these which are below, 

Col. VI 

156. you shall set the [se . . . 

157. ... vear . . . life. He shall . . . 

158. death in his presence. They shall make . . . 

159. for six months. He shall see . . . 

160. going a way to a town . . . 

161. God said: one (woman) and . . . 

162. become good for one (woman). His heart shall 

l[ove . . . 

163. six. His life shall come to . . . 

164. through him. His <heart> shall become good . . . 

165. [pi]ty . . . in his heart . . . 

166. He shall set . 
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167. year 30 . . . 

168. Júpiter . . . clay . . . 

169. he has . . . in flesh. His . . . 

170 to 172. . . . 

173. ... to his hand . . . 

174. his life, and he shall fly . . . 

175. ... and he shall drink his . . . 

176. and he shall take a wife and she shall leave . . . 

177. ... against him. She shall . . . 

178. year 42 . . . 

179. the number. He shall make . . . 

180. West. If there was . . . 

181. he shall make . . . 

182. come up . . . 

183. pity . . . 

184. someone ... to him . . . 

185. his dream. He . . . 

186. again. I shall become . . . 

187. a scorpion was not dumb . . . 

188. shall li ve . . . 

189. He shall . . . 

E. ASTRONOMICAL COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 1 

The first section undoubtedly contained. beside the 
general introduction, the date of the horoscope. Line 15 
ends in pac, to be restored to t?/ç i//iépa s-. showing us 
that vve are dealing with a daytime birth. This, however, 
could have been deduced from the subsequent sections. 
We know that Mercury was in Aries, Venus in Taurus. 
Consequently the sun must have been in or near Aries. 
We know furthermore that Aries was in the meridian. 
Combining this with the previous information we know 
that the time was about noon. 9 Thus the accessible frag- 
ments of the first section do not bring us any farther 
toward the date than we would be without them. 

Consequently, we must try to date the text on purely 
astronomical grounds within the historicallv plausible 
limits of the first or second century a.d. To this end 
we must first of all determine the longitudes of the 
superior planets. 

Saturn is said to be in rrj2 1. This is in agreement 
with two other pieces of information, namely (a) that 
Saturn is in the terms of Mercury, which extend from 
Tf$ 0 to TTg 7, and (b) that the dodekatemorion lies also 
in TT$ which limits the original position to the first two 
degrees of TT]?. Consequently this element is not subject 
to any doubt. 

Júpiter is also in rrç, the number of degrees being lost. 
The terms are the terms of Venus; thus Júpiter must 
have a longitude between Trç 7 and 17. The correspond- 

* This conclusion is confirmed by more accurate computation. 
As we shall see presently, the sun must have had a longitude of 
about T 11. The culminating point is given as T 10;40. Thus 
the time must he very close to noon. 


ing dodekatemorion would then fali between ? 1 and 
T 11. The text gives ? 13 which would require an 
initial position of 7 ;25,42, . . . whereas the text pre¬ 
serves only the fractional part 0 ;20. Thus it is tempting 
to restore TTR (7;]20. Unfortunately, however, the value 

13 for the dodekatemorion is not fully reliable, because 
it is said to fali in the terms of Mercury and these extend 
from ? 17 to 21. thus excluding ? 13. Consequently 
the initial position might also have been TT$ 8 ;20 which 
would lead to ? 18 as dodekatemorion. 

Similar discrepancies are observable in the case of 
Mars which is located in Gemini, the degrees again 
being lost. The terms of Mercury restrict us to the 
first 6 degrees of X ; consequently the extremai value 
for the dodekatemorion is 18. But the text gives 
Sl 20. which would correspond to an initial position 
of X 6 ;9,13, . . . 

To sum up we might say that we have for the outer 
planets the following positions: 

r «> : 1 0 

U : TTJ2 about 7 ;20° or 8 ;20° 

S : X about 6 o 

This suffices to restrict the possible dates of our horo¬ 
scope to the years 95 and 155, other possibilities being 
about 59 or 60 years distant from these two and 
being ruled out on paleographical grounds and on the 
basis of the Coptic linguistic íeatures. We shall return 
presently to the details when we have the additional 
elements of sun and moon and the inferior planets at 
our disposal. 

Venus must be in Taurus, as appears from the fact 
that she is in the exaltation of the moon ( 8 ) and in 
her own house (8 or =^). The terms of Júpiter limit 
us furthermore to the interval from 8 14 to 22. The 
dodekatemorion is 3 to which 8 21 belongs as origi¬ 
nal position. There is no reason to doubt the correctness 
of the value for the dodekatemorion since it falis in the 
terms of Mercury which cover the first 7 degrees of 
Thus 8 [21] seenis to be a safe restoration for the 
longitude of Venus. 

Mercury is in T ; both longitude and terms are lost. 
The dodekatemorion ? 20 requires T 20 for the initial 
longitude. Unfortunately the dodekatemorion is said to 
be in the terms of Venus which extend only from ? 12 
to 17. To y 1 12 corresponds T 19:23, ... as original 
longitude. Thus T [20] might be slightlv too high a 
value for the longitude of Mercury. 

For the moon we only know that its dodekatemorion 
is n\ 8 ;52. This is confirmed by the further information 
that it falis in the depression of the moon (TX) and in 
the terms of Venus which extend from rtq_ 7 to 17. The 
original position which leads exactly to this dodekate¬ 
morion is 26 ;4. This is a basic element for the dating 
of our text. 

Finally we know that the sun had its dodekatemorion 
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in Leo, the nuniber of degrees being lost. Traces, how- 
ever, seem to indicate that the terms were the terms of 
Mercury, thus limiting us to the arc from Sl 18 to 24. 
This alone does not suffice to determine the original 
longitude. Because of the positions of Mercury (in 
T [20J) and of Venus (in 8 [21]) the sun must be 
located somewhere in the interval from about T 5 to 
8 15. The corresponding dodekatemoria range from 
X 5 to =2= 15 and only an original position very close 
to T 11 leads to a dodekatemorion betvveen íh 18 and 
ÍL 24. naniely Sl 23. 

Thus \ve have to reckon with the following elements 

O : about T 11 ° d : # 26 ;4 

9 : T 20 or slightly less 9 : 8 21 

These elements should determine the date accurately 
within the year 95 or 155 required for the outer planets. 

The sun heing in Aries requires a date in or near 
April. Tlie moon is in the end of Sagittarius during 
this period in 95 March 17 and April 13 and in 155 
March 14 and April 10. The dates in March give solar 
longitudes in the end of Pisces, thus about 20° less than 
expected. Hence there remains only 95 April 13 and 
155 April 10 for nearer investigation. 

For these two dates one finds the following results 

Text 95 April 13: 155 April 10: 


O 

[T 

11] 

T 

21 

T 

19 

d 

[^ 

26] 


26 

* 

26 

*> 

n 

1 

n 

1 


14(!) 

u 


[8] 

t m 

5 

W 

30(!) 

6 

X 

[6] 

X 

6 

8 

14(!) 

9 

8 

[21] 

X 

4(!) 

X 

25(!) 

9 

T 

[20] 

8 

10(!) 

8 

3(!) 


It is clear that 155 is ruled out. For 95 the agreement 
is excellent for the outer planets 10 but sun, Venus, 
and Mercury show deviations. All planets and the sun 
would be very well represented for 95 April 3. Sun, 
Venus, and Mercury have then practically exactly the 
longitudes we restored and only Mars is slightly worse 
(X 1) whereas Júpiter and Saturn agree exactly with 
the text. The moon. however. is completely out of place. 
in Leo. instead of Sagittarius. In view of this fact 95 
April 13 seems the only possible date. 11 

The position of the Horoscopos, S 25, is perfectly 
possible for an hour close to noon. Given this rising 
point one obtains T 14:10 as culminating point, using 
the tables of Almagest 11,8 and assuming the latitude 

10 It is saict in 11.44 that Mars is “ adding to his numbers.” 
Indeed, Mars is moving forward in both cases listed here, and 
the same holds for 95 March 17, April 1 and 155 March 14. 

11 Blass, Hyp. or. <s> p. XVIII f. also came to the conclusion 
that the year 95 is preferable to the year 155. He based this 
result on planetary positions computed for 95 April 1 and 155 
May 15 respectively without taking into consideration what is 
known about sun and moon. 


of Alexandria. 12 A some what better agreement with the 
text (T 10 ;30) is reached (T 11;23,20) if one uses 
the procedure of Paulus Alexandrinus 13 and the rising 
times of System A instead of Ptolemy’s more accurate 
tables. 

The “ governing Horoscopos ” is said to be “ fixed 
in complete confonnity with the rising-times and the 
water clock." This reinark is very puzzling indeed. 
Evidently the elements of a horoscope had to be found 
by computation, and not by observation, especially for 
a dav hirth when the planets were all invisible. The 
rising-times were needed for determining the culmi- 
nating degree as well as for the rising and setting points 
when the hour was given. The role of a water clock, 
however. remains obscure. Our text has a parallel in 
Tctrabiblos III,2 (Robhins) where also instrumental 
mcthods for the determination of the Horoscopos and 
the rising-times are compared. Unfortunately the details 
are equally obscure in Ptolemy’s text, obviously because 
lie assumes them to be well known. 


F. ASTROLOGICAL COMMEXTARY 


Our text represents a quite unusual type among the 
earlier horoscopes in the detailed character of its data 
as well as in the addition of long excursus (Greek in 
col. IV, Coptic in cols. V and VI) on astrological doc- 
trine. In both respects it resembles much more the 
treatises of the fifth century than the simple factual 
statements in the bulk of horoscopes on papyrus or even 
the samples quoted by Vettius Valens. On the other 
hand the great number of discrepancies between our 
text and the orthodox doctrine as well as unexplained 
features might well be due to the fact that we know 
very little about the details of astrological theory before 
the second century (Ptolemy and Vettius Valens). 

For all seven celestial bodies and for the Horoscopos 
not only the positions but also the corresponding do¬ 
dekatemoria are given. Table 10 p. 36 shows these 
data together with the additional information concerning 
houses, exaltations and dejiressions. Discrepancies are 
indicated by ( !) in the ex])lanatory remarks. 

No dodekatemoria are given with the remaining three 
centers nor with three “ lots ”: 


M T 10 ;30 
IMC =*= (10:30) 

A V3 [25] 


house: <5 

[terms]: 9 (T 6 to 12) 

house: 9 

exalt.: *> 

depr.: [O] 

terms: S (=c= 6 to 14) 

house: 

terms: (V? 22 to 26) 


1_ The tables of Theon would give very slightly less than 
T 15 but such accurate tables were probably not in existence 
in the first century a.d. 

18 Cf. p. 10. 
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• L — ] ;34 

house: $ (either =£= or tí ) 

exalt.: [ d ) 

ternis: 5 and o ( 8 30) 

KÀT/poç 2: [.] 14 T 23; [.. ] 

house: «3 

[termsj : 3 ( T 20 to 25) 
KÀT/poç 3 : Trtpl davártúv [ . . . . J 

house: h 

depr.: 9 (no depr. or exalt. 

in ; depr. of 
9 in X.) 

terms: U and 6 (^r 20) 


The niost serious difficulties arise, however, in con- 
nection with the “ decans.” Apparently in connection 
with the dodekatenioria decans 1, 2. and [3] are men- 
tioned and names quoted which agree generally well 
with the Egyptian names of decans. Beside the “ decans,” 
however, 36 Horoscopes ” are also listed (sometimes 
with the positions, sometimes with the dodekatemoria) 
which again carrv names obviously related to the Egyp¬ 
tian decans. 14 ” Finally these Egyptian names are quoted 
without further specification for the positions of M, 
IMC, and A. 

The hypothesis which at first suggests itself, that the 
“ decans ” are the decans of the dodekatemoria, the “ 36 



PosltLon 

JDoclekatemorion 

Text 

"Remarks 

Text 

Remar ks 

O 

[T /I] 


(9[.] house : [O] 

[terms]: 9 

T II h«s 61 23 as Dodek. 

& 18 to 23 

c 

[j f 26 i 4] 


T7| 8,52 house ■[d'] 
depr.: C 
terms'* 9 

/26/4 has rrj 8,52 as Dodek. 

rr\7 to 17 

*1 

7TP 1 house: 9 

exalt..* 9 
depr : 9 

terms: $ 

vrp 0 to 7 

T7Ç house '• 9 

rrf 1 has TJf 15 as Dodek. 


m [...1 ;20 house : 2 

X exalt.: 9 

depr. : 9 

terms: 9 

TTf 7 io U 

y /3 house: 4 

terms: Ç 

TTV Í8]j20 has / I8 (>) -as Dodek. 
IV" to 21 

d' 

H [.■] house: 9 

terms: 9 

H Otoé 

61 20 house : O 

terms: [9] 

t( 0 to 6 has í 0 to & /8 <?) as 

61 18 to 24 Dodek. 

9 

[0 2/}..] house: 9 

exalt.: C 

terms: 4 

0 /4 to 22 

3 house : [tj] 

terms: Ç 

[0 21] has 3 as Dodek. 

tsn 0 to 7 

? 

T* [20;..] house *• 

exalt.'- O 

depr.: tj 
terms* L...J 

9 : T 12 to 20 
d* : T20 to 25 

y 20 house : T4] 

terms: 9 

T* [20] has y20 as Dodek. 

/ 12 to 1 7 (!) 

H 

€§ 25 house *• c 

terms-’ 4 

O 19 to 26 

0 2.5 house * 9 

exalt.: C 

€5 25 has 0 25 as Dodek. 


Table 10 . 


In spite of some minor discrepancies the concepts 
mentioned so far belong to standard astrological reper- 
toire. The only strange element is the numbering and 
the names of the “ lots.” They agree neither with the 
Lot of Fortune (about T 10) nor with the Lot of 
Daimon (about TT$ 10) but must be found according to 
difTerent principies which are unknown to us. 


Horoscopes ” the decans of the longitudes themselves, 
does not lead to satisfactory arrangement of the decans 
whose order is known from Egyptian sources or from 
Hephaistion (end of fourth century a.d.). As R. A. 
Parker has realized one obtains a fair agreement if one 

Also the Corpus Hermeticum (Asclepius) mentions "the 
36, which are called Horoscopes,” hut no further explanation is 
given; cf. Nock-Fesfitgière, Corpus Hcnit. II p. 319. 


14 Perhaps icpáitws içai ôóÇtjs or i^iupaTiKÓ s. 
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considers both the “ 36 Horoscopes ” and the “ decans ” 
as referring to the original positions and not to the 
dodekatemoria. This is shovvn in table 11 in which the 
numbering of the Egyptian decans follows the arrange- 
ment on the zodiac in Edfu ( cj . table 4 p. 6). Perhaps 
one may suggest as a possible explanation for the multi- 
plicity of decanal names a survival of the distinction 
between constellations in the original Egyptian meaning 
of the decans and the Hellenistic usage of the same 
names for the thirds of the zodiacal signs. 15 


would fit much better a general astrological treatise than 
an individual horoscope. Nevertheless, also in the Coptic 
text definite dates are mentioned for the single periods. 

The following information can be gathered for the 
lengths of the single periods and their rulers: 

lines 83 and 103: I. Venus. (From birth) until year 
6, month 9 (or 5), day 25. 

lines 90 and 117: II. Mars(?). From year 6, month 
9 (or 5), day 25 until year 25, month 2, 
dav 25. 


1 "36 horoscopes " 

li -p. II 

Decan 

? 

• 

M T 10; 30 




O [T ll] 

^6vf..•..]* jintw (T Jlecan / or 2) 



$ T [Z0] 

^evr«[...]- fjnth/ (Tjjecan 1 or 2) 

2- k^t / KOiraT / - kd G) (T Decan 3) 


9 o [21] 

~ b* w (0 Jlecan 1) 

1 ■ o<yoi/> = w c rt (K Decan 2 ) 


^ 16 

aço u> * w c rt (JT-Decan 2 ) 

1" yc/uevacnpe - rmn hry (0 Decan 


H 9 25 

ye/i€VÉ^[...] » rrnn hry (one or 
iwo Decans after 0 Decan 3 ) 

2- Kvoo^Me bçaKvou^A = knmt and 
hry hpd knmt (©Decan 3 
and 61 Decan 1 ) 


tj 1 

erde - Mt d*t (<£ Decan 2) 

2: [....]ghj ^iKCor = wsity hkif y 
( nj> Decan 2 ) 


4 n? 8 

<poi rrde =* pliwy ç(*t (<9 Decan 

açcot * hry th wi. * (?) 

(=fqotrcj) Decan J) 


IMC =*» I0;30 



CToJ/Aa =tm’ 
(ny Decan 1) 

€ [/ 26 ] 


[..J= C.]rt 


A 13 25 



CLCfCJL =S> srt 
(2ss5? Decan 0 


Table 11. 


The end of our text (col. III, 83 ff.) is concerned 
with the periods of life. The specific numbers assigned 
to these intervals require specific data for their com- 
putation and it is natural to assume they are the data 
of the preceding horoscope. The remarks in line 111 f. 
( $ in Epanaphora and h in trine with $ ) refer to 
the conditions of this horoscope. The predictions. how- 
ever, are held in an extremely vague form and particu- 
larly in the Coptic part many conditional sentences occur 
(“ if he had the sun as a friendly star ” etc.) which 

10 Cf. for the history of the decans Neugebauer [9], 


lines 125 ff. : III. Júpiter. From year 25. month 2, day 
25 until year 34, month 5. day 24. 

lines 134 f.: IV. Ruler? From year 34, month 5, day 
24 until year 54, month 10, day 4. 

This major division is apparently partitioned still further. 
In line 167 year 30 is mentioned and in line 144 f. an 
ínterval from year 42 to year 92 occurs. The year 42 
is referred to again in lines 152 f. and 178. 

We do not know how these data were determined. 
Similar detailed divisions of lifetimes appear again in 
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latcr literary horoscopes, e.g. in the compilation of 
Rhetorius (Nos. L401, 440. 488. 516). 


G. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Photographs of columns II to IV: P. Lond. Fac- 
similes, pis. 72 to 74; of columns II and V in Cat. of 
Anc. Ms. I, pis. 4 and 5. 

This papyrus, which contains on the reverse the funeral 
oration of Hyperides, was brought to London by H. 
Stobart in 1856. Lines 30 to 82 (i.e. column II and 
the greater part of column III) were published and 
discussed by Goodwin flj (1864). Wessely [1] p. 
150 ff. (1888) extended bis investigation over the whole 
Greek text, which lie transcribed as far as possible up 
to the Coptic text (line 117). Cf. furthermore F. Blass, 
Hypcridis orationcs sex (3) Leipzig, Teubner, 1894 
p. XXIV f.; 16 Wilcken in GGA 1894 p. 731 f. and in 
Archiv 2 (1903) p. 175; Gundel, Dek. p. 46 ff., p. 408 f. 
and many other references in the literature to this horo- 
scope, e.g., Bouché-Leclercq, AG, index p. 647 s.v. 
Papyrus astrologiques. 17 

The Coptic section was first discussed bv Goodwin [2] 
(1868) and then by Griffith [1] and [2]'(1900/1901). 


No. 125 
P. Fouad 6 


TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning destroyed 


TRANSLATION 


1. 

TOV . 

1. 

the. [. 


2. 

<f>app.ov G /? [ 

2. 

Pharmouthi 2 ( ?) [.. 


3. 

$ y 

3. 

3rd hour 


4. 

TTjC mCT[oc] 

4. 

of the night. 


5. 

KpOVOC (opOCK [o7TOc] 

5. 

Saturn (and) Horoscopos 

6. 

7T apOe [ vo) j 

6. 

in Virgo 


7. 

7/ÀlC ^CVC 

7. 

sun (and) Júpiter 


8. 

ivOvci 

8. 

in Pisces 


9. 

aprjc Kpiov 

9. 

Mars in Aries 


10. 

a<f>pOTL T 7)C 

10. 

Venus 


11. 

vyp°x[°]°> 

11. 

in Aquarius 


12. 

ceX.rjv v À£ü>i'[ti] 

12. 

moon in Leo 


13. 

tp^ov i\6va 

13. 

Mercury in Pisces 



1 rou .: The editors read r oy As shown in 

our commentary the calendar used must be the Egyptian. In 
this case one should expect a phrase like Kara 5í] touc apxcuovc. 
Neither space nor traces exclude this restoration. 


18 Also Blass, Hyp. or. <2> p. XVIII f. 

17 Goodwin [2] p. 23 f. quotes as “ a text of the same kind ” 
a P. Anastasi 1073. This text is now Bibl. Nat. suppl. gr. 574 
and published by Preisendanz in his Griechischc Zaubcrpapyri 
I p. 64-181. It is a tnagical text and not a horoscope. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 1 

The sun is in Pisces from about February 19 to 
March 20. The month Pharmouthi (VIII) of the 
Alexandrian calendar begins March 27. Thus our horo¬ 
scope must be based on the Egyptian calendar. For the 
beginning of our era VIII (e) 1 falis on March 20 and 
by a.d. 240 the last day of VIII (e) has moved to Febru¬ 
ary 19. Thus our horoscope must belong to the period 
later than 0 but earlier than 240. Combining the posi- 
tions of Júpiter and Saturn with the moon one obtains 
three possible dates within this interval, namely 65, 125, 
and 185. The earliest date is ruled out by Mars and 
the latest by Júpiter. Thus only 125 remains, for which 
one finds for March 4 = Pharmouthi 15 


Text 


Computed 

h} 



FR 10 

about 7 p.m. 

° 1 

X 


X 13 

u 1 


X 21 

6 

T 


T 30 

9 

AW 


X 15(!) 

d 

a 


a 10 

9 

X 


29 

The only bad 

deviation occurs in the case of Venus, 

where the text gives Aquarius instead of Pisces. 

It is, of course, 

the position of the moon which de- 

termines the day number 

as Pharmouthi 15 (or 16). 

This would require in line 2 the reading ifc (or i[ç). 

In tact, however, 

only (j 

seems compatible with the 

remainder of the letter the 

right half of which is broken 

away. For this date, Pharmouthi 2 = February 19 one 

would obtain 




Text 


Computed 

* i 

"R 


BR 10 

H ( 


about 8 p.m. 

°) 

X 


X 0 

U i 


X 12 

6 

T 


T 22 

9 

ÍWV 


29 

d 

a 


2T 14( !!) 

9 

X 


X 9 


Though all planetary positions are now correct the moon 
is 180° wrong. This almost looks as if full moons and 
new moons were interchanged in some table of syzygies. 

As time of the horoscope is given the third hour. This 
is barely possible if the Horoscopos is at the very end 
of ff]? and the sun at the beginning of X. This again 
speaks in favor of the date Pharmouthi 2 as against 
Pharmouthi 15. 

The order of enumeration of the planets is very un- 
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usual since it follows neither the customary arrangement 
according to planets, nor the order of the zodiacal signs. 

Nos. 137a, b, and c 

P. Paris. 19, P. Lond. 110, P. Paris. 19 bis 

INTRODUCTION* 

Nos. 137a and b provide essentially the same text. 
Kenyon, the editor of No. 137b, considers No. 137a the 
draft from which the final copy was made. No. 137c 
concerns the same horoscopic inoment (137 December 
4 ) but gives a different and much more elaborate text; 
the numerical data also seem to be slightly ditterent. 
Perhaps Anoubion,the ownerof the twofirst horoscopes, 
went to another astrologer who cast an independent 
horoscope. Unfortunately No. 137c is so badly damaged 
that a coinparison of details is made impossible. 

TRANSCRIPTION OF NO. 137a 

(Louvre N 2342) 

Col. I 

1. a[ya] 0[77 t] 17(77 y«»'tctc avov(3aovoc e 

2. i pavcvioTOC 

3. (exore) a avTcorivov Kaicapoc rov Kvpiov 

4 . pr/voc a 8 piavov rj (tara 8 e tovc ap\ai 

5. tv(3l cr) iopac ã T7)C 7 )p.tpac ap x 

6. 7 )\ioc cr ToêoTTji poipiov iy Àc7rr° #cy 

7 . oiko) Sioc opioic a<t>p\o8e]).T7)C 

8 . ceXrjvTjc vSpo^w fi[oipa»r] y àc 7 tt Ç 

9. avaroÁucoc [oucw *povoi>] opioic^ eppov 

10. Kpovoc cr v 8 po(x]w poipfcur] y \ ÀC7tt° tJ 

11. cr tio (3 CTTjpiypuo i8iw oikw opioic 
11a. C ppOV 

12 . £cVC cr KpeilO pOlpiOV [l])8 ÀC7 TT ° p 8 

13. cr to > (3 CTT/piypto fot/c]ci) apeioc 

14. wf/a>pan rjXiov ram fr] k povov 

15. opioic a(bpO&€lT7)C 

16. apijc ec\ara axyoKtpw poipwv \ 

17. ÀC7r[r]or oiiScr cr rw (3 crtpiypw 
18- OlK(U k povov iSlOJ VlpOjpaTl 

19. Ta.7rivop.aTi 8 ioc opioic iSioic 

20 . a(^>po 8 tiTT)C cr to^oti) p.oi\p Ja>r 6 

21. Àc7TTor r 8 cu»a araToÀac 

22. oikio 8 ioc opioic 8 ioc 

Col. II 

23. tppr/c cr toÇott) |/ioip)ojr ic 

24. ÀC7TTor /3 cr cC7rcp[ta] oucai 8 ioc 

25. opioic a<t>po 8 eiTr)\c] 

26. OpOC K07T0C cr TO^OTT) flOipiOV tC 

27. ouciü 8 ioc opioifc a]<f>po8ciT7)C 

28. yapocroXoc cr 8 i 8 i’/co[i]c poipiov ie 


29. oikio eppov opioic eppov 

30. ptcovpavTjpia cr irapâcv to poipiov 

31. 7/ oikio eppov wptopaT (i J eppov 

32. TairiviupaTi aif>po8ei opioi | c ] a <f)po8 [ eirijC J 

33. viroyrjv cr i\6vct poipiov |?yj 

34. OLKU) 8lOC Vlf/WfJLOLTí (l(f)po8 [ tLTTjC ] 

35. TaTTivopaTL epp.[o\v op[ioi]c a(f>p[o8]u 

36. o ã K\y]poc T7]C Tr\7]C €V a 1 1 J yoKcpcu 
3/. poLpwy l6 olko) [*]povo[v] v^co[fi]art 

38. ap€0)C Ta.Tnvop.aTL Stoc o[p|toic a <f>po'^ 

39. O fí KXrjpOC TTjC TV\7jC €V Ktt | p ] #C€tr [ 01 J 

40. poipwv ia OIKIO C [ CÀ ] 7)\ r 7)C Vif/tO | pa ] Tt 

41. 8 tOC TamvopaTi apetoc opioic a</)[pJo' , 

42. o oiKo8eCTTOT7)C Ti)C ycrccctoc avrov 

43. o ttjc a<f)po8eiTi)C aCTifp 

The facsimile in Young, Hierogl. II pl. 52 shows a 
much better State of preservation of the text, all words 
and letters which we enclose in [ ] in column I were 
still preserved. In line 9 Young gives Kpovoc vvhere we 
restore Kpovov. 

TRANSLATION OF NO. 137a 

Col. I 

1. Good Fortune. Nativity of Anoubion 5(th? son) 

2. of Psansnos. 

3. Year 1 of Antoninus Caesar the Lord, 

4. month of Hadrian 8, according to the old (calendar) 

5. Tybi 18, hour 1 of the day, at the beginning. 

6. sun in Sagittarius 13 degrees, 23 minutes, 

7. house of Júpiter, terms of Venus. 

8. moon in Aquarius, 3 degrees, 6 minutes, 

9. rising, [house of Saturn,] terms of Mercury. 

10. Saturn in Aquarius, 3.J degrees, 8 minutes, 

11. in his 2nd station, his own house, terms 
1 la. of Mercury. 

12. Júpiter in Aries, 12 degrees, 44 minutes, 

13. in his 2nd station, house of Mars, 

14. exaltation of sun, depression of Saturn, 

15. terms of Venus. 

16. Mars at the end of Capricorn, 30 degrees, 

17. no minutes, in his 2nd station, 

18. house of Saturn, his own exaltation, 

19. depression of Júpiter, his own terms. 

20. Venus in Sagittarius, 9 degrees, 

21. 54 minutes, morning rising, 

22. house of Júpiter, terms of Júpiter. 

Col. II 

23. Mercury in Sagittarius, 15 degrees, 

24. 2 minutes, in the evening, house of Júpiter, 

25. terms of Venus. 

26. Horoscopos in Sagittarius, 15 degrees, 

27. house of Júpiter, terms of Venus, 

28. Marriage-maker in Gemini. 15 degrees, 

29. house of Mercury, terms of Mercury. 
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30. Midheaven in Virgo, 8 degrees, 

31. house of Mercury, exaltation of Mercury, 

32. depression of Venus, ternis of Vénus. 

33. Lower Midheaven in Pisces, [ 8 ] degrees, 

34. house of Júpiter, exaltation of Venus, 

35. depression of Mercury, terms of Venus. 

36. The lst Lot of Fortune in Caprieorn, 

37. 19 degrees, house of Saturn, exaltation 

38. of Mars. depression of Júpiter, ternis of Venus. 

39. The 2nd Lot of Fortune in Câncer, 

40. 11 degrees, house of moon, exaltation 

41. of Júpiter, depression of Mars. terms of Venus. 

42. The ruler of his nativity 

43. the star of Venus. 

TRANSCRIPTION OF NO. 1.37b 

(P. Lond. 110) 

Col. I 

1. [ ytvtcic ai’OX'/3i ] wvoc « xpavcvwnoc 

2 . [ (íTorc) ã avrwviv]or Kaicapoc tov icvpioi» 

3. \prjVOC aSpiavjou r\ Kara 8e tovc ap\ai 

4. [oi'C tv/Ji ir/ w]pac a TTjC rfpLepac ap\ac 

5. [t/Àíoc ev toÍot]t/í poipwv iy Xctttwv 

6 . | Ky oiküíi Sloc ] opioic a<j)po8eiTT]C 

7. [ ceXrjvTj tv v8poj (] oh poipwv y Xeirrwv 

8 . [ç avaroÀucocJ oucwi Ac[p]ovov opioic [é|p/íou 

9. \icpovoc €v v8po\(oi p.oip]wv y\ Àc[irT<i)v| 

10. \t} ev T(»i (3 CTrjpiypwi i ] 8iwi olk(d (t opioic] 

Col. II 

1 1 . tppov 

12. Çevc ev Kpftwjt poipwv i(3 Xc\ttt^wv 

13. p.8 ev Twt /3 \cT]r}piypM)i oikwl apeo.c 

14. vipiopan 7/À fio] i» rairivoipan k poyov 

15. opioic a<f>po 1 8e ] 1 T 77 C 

16. aprje ec^aTfa] aiyoKtpioi poipiov À 

17. XtiTTwv orSfejv ev to> (i crrjpiypMi 

18. oikwi k poyov [i] 8 iü)i vipwpiaTi ram 

19. vioipxiTi Sifoc opjioic 18101c 

20. a<f>po8ci [ T 77 ev to^ ] ott/i poipoiv 6 A | e ] 

_ • 

21 . 8 eona [avaroÀac] olkidi 810c fopjioic 

Col. III 

22 . i8ioic _ 

23. cpp.TjC ev to|ot7/i poiptov te Àe7rTojy /3 

24. ev icwepia oikoh 810c opioic a<f>po8c 1 

25. TTjC 

26. lopocKoiroc ev to^ott/i p.oipwv te olkoji 

27. 810c opioic a<f>po8e itt/C 

28. yap.ocToÀoc ev SiSvpoic poipwv ie oikwi 

29. ep/xoi' opioic cppov 

30. pLecovpavrjipa ev irapdtvon poipwv rj 

31. oikwi ep/xoi' vipwpuiTi ep/xoií raTrivioi 

32. pari a(f>po8eiTT)C opioic a<#>po8eiT7/c 


Col. IV 

33. vnoyqv ev O(0i'Ci /xofipjwv 7 / oikwi 810 c vipwpan 

34. a<t>po 8 eiTrjc ra7riva»/xari eppov opioifc] [ p ] oSei [ T7/c j 

35. o ã KXrjpoc TijC rvxrjc ev aiyoKtpwt p.[oi]pwv 16 01 [<cw|i 

36. Kpovov vif/wfiaTi afjtoic Ta7TivojfxaTL Sloc opioi [ c ] 

37. acf)po8eiTrjc 

38. o (3 KXrjpoc TTjC T\'XT]C ev KapKivwi poipwv |7ã] foi]AC 0)1 

39. ceÀT jvijC vxpwpan 810 c Tairmopan apfewc] opfioic] 

40. a<f>po8tiTTjC 

41 . oiKo8ec7roTijC TTjC yiví | c | ewc avrov o ttjc a | <f>p ] 08 [ cittjc ] 

42. aCTTJp 

43. ayaOij Ti'^ 7/1 evri'^ [ e ] 1 

Column I is vvritten on the reverse of a sinall sheet. The 
three following columns are now mounted separately but 
seem to liave heen vvritten originally on one piece of 
papyrus of about 47 cm length. 

To the left of the last lines of col. IV a large coronis 
is vvritten. 

TRANSLATION OF NO. 1.37b 

Col. I 

1. fNativity of Anoubijon 5(th? son) of Psansnois, 

2. fyear 1 of Antonin]us. Caesar the Lord, 

3. fmonth Hadrian] 8,according to the old (calendar) 

4. fTybi 18,] hour 1 of the day, at the beginning. 

5. fsun in Sagittarius,] 13 degrees. [23] minutes, 

6. [house of Júpiter,] terms of Venus. 

7. [moon in Aquari]us, 3 degrees, [6] minutes, 

8. [ rising,] house of Saturn, terms of Mercury. 

9. [Saturn in Aquarius,] 3£ degrees, [8] minutes, 

10. [in his 2nd station,] his own house, [terms] 

Col. II 

11. of Mercury. 

12. Júpiter in Aries, 12 degrees. 44 minutes, 

13. in his 2nd station, house of Mars, 

14. exaltation of sun, depression of Saturn, 

15. terms of Venus. 

16. Mars at the end of Caprieorn, 30 degrees, 

17. no minutes, in his 2nd station, 

18. house of Saturn, his own exaltation, de- 

19. pression of Júpiter, his own terms. 

20. Venus in Sagittarius, 9 degrees, 4 minutes, 

21. 22. morning [rising,] house of Júpiter, his own terms. 

Col. III 

23. Mercury in Sagittarius, 15 degrees. 2 minutes, 

24, 25. in the evening, house of Júpiter, terms of Venus. 

26. Horoscopos in Sagittarius, 15 degrees, house of 

27. Júpiter, terms of Venus, 

28. Marriage-maker in Gemini, 15 degrees, house of 

29. Mercury, terms of Mercury. 

30. Midheaven in Virgo, 8 degrees, 

31. house of Mercury, exaltation of Mercury, depres- 

32. sion of Venus, terms of Venus. 
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Col. IV 

33. Lovver Midheaven in Pisces, 8 degrees, house of 

Júpiter, exaltation 

34. of Venus, depression of Mercury, terms of Venus. 

35. The lst Lot of Fortune in Capricorn, 19 degrees. 

house of 

36. Saturn, exaltation of Mars, depression of Júpiter, 

terms of 

37. Venus. 

38. The 2nd Lot of Fortune in Câncer, [11] degrees, 

[house of] 

39. moon, exaltation of Júpiter, depression of M[ars, 

terms of] 

40. Venus. 

41,42. The ruler of his nativity the star of [Venus]. 
43. Good fortune. Farewell! 

ASTRONOMICAL COM MENTARY TO NOS. 137a AND 1) 

Diagram: pl. 2 

The date in question is Antoninus 1, month Hadrian 
(=IV(a)) 8 = V(e) 18=137 December 4, about 
8 a.m. For this date one finds: 

Text Computed Text—comp. 


O * 13:23 ^ 12 + 1 ;30 

í 2 T 3 ;6 rising VS 29 ;30 + 3:30 

b r 3;38 2nd station V3 27 + 6 ;30 

U T 12 ;44 2nd station T 11 1:30 

<5 VS 30 ;0 2nd station £? 3 — 3 

9 ? 9 ;54 1 morn. rising ^12 —2 

9 ? 15:2evening trg 20 (!) [—5] 


H ^ 15 about 8 a.m. 

M n 8 rrc 27 ;50 (!) 2 

The agreement of the longitudes is fair with exception 
of Mercury where one should expect Til. instead of ^ 3 
The culminating point also is essentially wrong; if ? 15 
rises, then the culminating point lies beyond TI# 15 and 
not before it. The text says furthermore that all three 
outer planets are in the second stationary point. This 
is correct for Júpiter but Saturn is about 2\ months 
beyond it and Mars is about 4£ months past his second 
station. The moon is about 3 days past conjunction and 
therefore again clearly visible or “ rising ” (âvaToÀocds). 
Similarly Venus is reappearing as morning star. Mer¬ 
cury, accepting the longitude given in the text, would 
be invisible, though setting after the sun, which can be 
considered as a reason for the remark “ in the evening ” 

1 Or 9 ;4 in No. 137b. 

2 Computed for Alexandria, using Almagest 11.8. The pro- 
cedure of Paulus Alexandrinus ( cf. p. 10) would lead to 
115 29:10. 

3 Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 283 note 2, assumes that Mercury 

w r as purposely placed in the same sign and even degree with 

the Horoscopos. Our general experience does not support the 

assumption of an arbitrary modification of astronomical data. 


(èv laTréfjia). Actually Mercury is morning star near ío 
greatest elongation. 

ASTROLOGICAL COM MENTARY TO NOS. 137a AND b 
The following information for the celestial bodies is 


given in this version : 






Phase House 

Exalt. Depr. 

Terms 

O 


13:23 

U 


9 

€ 

VíV 

3 ;6 rising 

b 


9 

b 


3 ;38 2nd station 

b 


9 

U 

T 

12 ;44 2nd station 

<5 

O b 

9 

3 

V3 

30 ;0 2nd station 

b 

3 U 

A 

0 

$ 

? 

9 ;4 morn. rising 

U 


u 

9 


15 ;2 evening 

U 


9 


Of interest are the terms of Júpiter and Mars. JupiteFs 
longitude is T 12 :44andthe terms of Venus extendfrom 
T 6 to T 12, followed by the terms of Mercury. Our 
text gives the terms of Venus, which shows that the 
whole 12th degree is still assigned to the terms which 
end in T 12. Similarly in the case of Mars VS 30 is 
counted as belonging to the terms of Mars which extend 
from V3 26 to 30. 4 

After the positions of the planets six more points 
are given: Horoscopos and setting point. liere called 
ya/ioffróÀos' because this point is the locus of marriage: 5 
then the points of upper and lovver culmination; and 
finally a “lst ” and a “ 2nd ” Lot of Fortune. With 
these points the following data are associated: 


H 

A 

? 15 
X 15 

House 

lí 

9 

Exalt. 

Depr. 

Terms 

9 

9 

M 

n 8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

IMC 

X 8 

U 

9 

9 

9 

lst L. of F. 

V3 19 

b 

6 

U 

9 

2nd L. of F. 

11 

(1 

U 

3 

9 


In the case of the setting point (X 15) the terms are 
erroneously given as of Mercury instead of Venus. The 
astrologer thus overlooked the peculiar accident that all 
six points fali in the terms of Venus. 

How the two “ Lots of Fortune ” are computed is 
notclear. 6 The firstone lies 34° beyond the Horoscopos, 
the second one 26° beyond the setting point. Neither 
one of these numbers equals the elongation of 50° of 
the moon from the sun. Cf. Bouché-Leclercq p. 293 
note 1 who considers the possibility that the astrologer 
who had cast this horoscopc “ prétend avoir fait des 
calculs auxquels il iTentendait rien.” If one takes, how- 
ever. the “ Lots ” as equivalent with the “ Loci ” then 

4 For similar instances cf. the commentary to No. 46 (p. 20). 

5 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq AG p. 281. Vettius Valens IX.2 (p. 335, 
11 Kroll) says: tò ya/xoffróXos rr/s ycvtaeus .... tóttos. 

0 Cumont [9] p. 79 note 2 assumes that these two “ Lots ” 
represent òaínuv and rvxv rcspectively. 
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VS 19 falis in the Locus of “ Possession ” or “ Gain ” 
and Eõ 11 in the Locus of Marriage. For a possible 
identification of “ Lots ” and “ Topoi ” cj. No. 95. 

Venus is the ruler of the nativity since she is in the 
same sign with the sun 7 in the Horoscopos. 

TRANSCRIPTION OF NO. 137C 
(Louvre 2342 bis) 

Col. I 

1. C7 TTCL 0í[oi] 

2. cxcipapcvoc avo 7roÀÀwv f3if$\<ov wc vapc8odij 

3. TjfjLC.iv airo cotfnuv apxauov tovtcctiv \a\8aixo>v 

4. xai [írjeTocipíC paXiCTa 8c içai o fiac lácic vc^cvc 

5. wcvcp xai avroL cvvv8pcvcav avo tov xvpiov rjpojv 

6 . CpflOV Xai aCXÁlfVlOX > O CCTLV I/IOVÔOV VIOC TjcfxrjCTOV 

7. xara tov 8o6cvra p.oi xpovov cvi a (trove) avromvov 

8. xaicapoc tov xvpiov /xrjvoc aSptafujoi' tj 

9. xara tojv t/ÁÀtjvcov xara 8e tovc aiywnovc 

10. tv/3i iTj ojpac ã TTjc 7 jp-cpac 

11 . Ocov 77 A fto]»' ^ij^cicOrjc xara ttjv c\ax-CTijv pcycôov 

12. rfa X ...]c cvpeOrj £ü>hiu) ToèoTT] poipwv iÇ 

13. \.C [ TTTiOV t]t)C eèr/KOVTa8oC À€ O CCTLV [pt\p[oc] 

14. fj UOLpac] TíPí[lc]l SloScKdTOy OLKW 8lOC Tpcyiú f VC 1 > ] 

15. [Síoc /xcyccrai] 8p\o\pw cu[vapa] tcWctcll 8e clvtüj 


16. f . ]iO KÇLl pOLpa o ccr[tv] 

17. f . ]pO) €V Tiú OVpaVc\lCKiú] 

18 . [.]t w jScÀt ct[ 

19 . f. ] 7 TO CLLyOKCp [ CO 

20. f.íxfF-t 

21. f.] v\aroc c [ 


1,1 eirra 0e fot]: this obvious restoration was made by Seyffarth 
(Bcitr. 4 p. 212, 1833) on the basis of the facsimile in Young, 
Hicrogl. II pl. 52, which still shows a better stage of preserva- 
tion; at present only e7rr[ is left. Cf. also Boll, SCP p. 238 
and Lauth [2] p. 96. Brunet de Presle in the edition of 1865 
gives “ C7r’ a[ 7 aíu] ?” 

1.14 to 26: Wilcken, Ostr. I p. 792 note 2 assumed that the 
fragment which begins with oixu Stoc in line 14 is incorrectly 
placed because of disagreemcnt on the verso. Contexts as well 
as fibers and coloring, however, leave no doubt that Wilcken 
was wrong except for a very minor adjustment of the lower 
fragment toward the right by about the space of one letter. On 
the verso the main text ends on line 11 whereas the fragment 
shows the endings of a few lines of entries made further to 
the left. 

1.15 5p[o1m<*>: traces of ô certain, p also read by Wessely 
though both letters were ignored in the facsimile in Noticcs ct 
Extraits. Thus there is very little doubt that one had to read 
õp[..]/iu but the space between p and m would rather suggest 
two missing letters. 

1,18 to 21: A loose fragment is incorrectly mounted here 
instead of in front of lines 23 to 26. This was not recognized 
by Wessely in his transcription Mit. P. Erzh. Raincr 2,3 p. 6 
and concerns the letters which he read j-,8, ou, and »x > n lines 
17 to 20. The correct position is still shown on pl. XIX (frag¬ 
ment d) of Noticcs ct Extraits 18,2. 

7 Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 406 note 2. 


22. [.e ] v Çw8 f i ] w [ 

23. [.] \fi xtv [ 

24. 1.íAÀ 

2?. | .] V . . LOV [ . . . 


c\. 

!. II 

Detached fragment: 

1. 

<f>aiVio[v. . . 

1. 


2. 

Çojvy [. . . . 

2. 

. . . ]filOC KOLL TVJJ [ 7j . . . 

3. 

KaTa f . . . . 

• • *■ 

3. 

. . . J . avavKTj TCpo | c . . 

4. 

fioipac [ . . . . 

4. 

. . . . ] aiTTj VOLCL TO 8c [ . 

5. 

fxcpoç [.... 

5. 

. . . [cra cav tic avrop[ . 

6. 

tppoví - 

6. 

. . . ] repov ci CTacdeic p [ 

7\ 

a] ÇTcpcc [ . . . . 

7. 

. . . . J ourat CTr f cai . [ . . . 

8. 

CTTfptyl po) .... 

8. 

. . . . T ] COV yOVCiúV K [ . . . 

9. 

avdTcX [ ÀCTat .... 

9. 

. . •Trj]c TV^rjC fítov T [ . 

10. 

acrcp .[.... 

10. 

. ] 

11. 

poipo) \v .... 



12. 

8pop [ai .... 



13. 

À€7T | TCliV .... 



14. 

a7TOT[ .... 




11,4: This line was omitted by Wessely. 

Detached fragment: This fragment (called c in Noticcs ct 
Extraits 18,2 P. XIX) is now broken in two, the parts being 
mounted separately. The facsimile shows occasionally more than 
is now preserved. In line 1 one might perhaps restore: to Se 

U7r[o7e(0>'. 

TRANSLATION OF NO. 137C 

1. The seven gods 

2. After examination of many books as it has been 

handed down 

3. to us from ancient wise men, that is the Chaldeans, 

4. and Petosiris and especially also King Nechetis 

5. just as they themselves took counsel from our lord 

6. Hermes and Asclepius, that is Imouthes, son of 

Hephaestus. 

7. For the time given to me, in the lst (year) of 

Antoninus 

8. Caesar the Lord, month Hadrian 

9. according to the Greeks, and according to the 

Egyptians 

10. Tybi f 1 ]8, lst hour of the day. 

11. The divine sun calculated according to the lowest 

and the greatest 

12. [of velocity] was found in the sign Sagittarius, 16 

degrees 

13. 35 parts of sixtv, which is the 

14. half (and) twelfth [part of a degree], house of 

Júpiter, triangle 

15. [of Júpiter, greatest] mo[tion]. There rises simul- 

taneously with it. 

For the continuation see the commentarv. 
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COMMENTARY TO NO. 137C 

Though thc data and the hour of tliis horoscope are 
cxactly the same as in Nos. 137a and b \ve find for the 
sun a different longitude. In Nos. 137a and b the sttn 
was said tobe in 13 ;23 vvhereas wefindnow ? 16 ;35. 
In lines 11 and 12 \ve are told that the sun was com- 
puted according to the method of sinallcst and greatest 
( ?) velocity (?) which perhaps means a method based 
on a linear zigzag function s and not on an epicyclic or 
eccentric model. Perhaps in line 15 was mentioned the 
“ [greatest] velocity,” which would be dose to the fact 
because the solar perigee lies in Sagittarius. 

The remaining parts are too hadly preserved for a 
consistent translation. It is interesting to sec that " Syn- 
anatellonta ” are mentioned, 0 that is simultaneously rising 
stars. No other horoscope is known which mentions 
this doctrine. 

In 1,16 one can perhaps restore tv tw amo £o>8i]w Km 
fxoipa “ in the same zodiacal sign] and degree ” followed 
by “that is [ JP 16;35].” If our restoration orpartficKw 
(line 17) is correct then the constellation “ Southern 
crown ” would be meant which according to Geminus 
(Isag . III, 11 Manitius p. 40. 17 f.) is also called 
ovpavíaKos (similarly Schol. 400 to Aratus. Maass p. 
418, 7). It also occurs in Teucros (Boll, Sphaera, p. 
263). It must be admitted, however, that a reading 
ovpavoi\ is not excluded. 

In line 18 the “ arrow ” of Sagittarius seems to be 
mentioned. Lines 19 and 20 contain the words “ capri- 
corn ” and “ winter [solstice] ” and probably indicatc 
the fact that the sun is approaching the winter solstice 
in Capricorn. 

In line 21 we read “ latitude " while in line 22 a 
“ zodiacal sign ” is mentioned; in line 23 a number 32 
[minutes] occurs. perhaps followed by kív [.... “ nio- 
tion.” All this points to the description of the motion 
of the moon. The two As in line 24 belong perhaps to 
“ synanatellonta.” 

Column II begins with “ Phainon,” that is Saturn. 
“ Degree ” and “ part ” in lines 4 and 5 respectively 
point to a description of the longitude in degrees and 
fractions of a degree ( cf. 1.12 to 14) followed in the 
next line by “ [terms] of Mercury ” (cf. No. 137a and 
b). The “stars” in line 7 should again be “synana¬ 
tellonta.” In lines 8 to 10 we find a “ station ” men¬ 
tioned. then again “ anatellonta ” and “ stars.” Thus it 
is plausible to assume here a description of Jupiter’s 
position. The “degrees” and “motion" in lines 11 
and 12 may concern Mars, the “ minutes ” in line 13 
Venus. 

The fragment mentions Tyche twice and seems con- 


8 Cf. the íctj j TpccOic.c Kai atpaiptdc “ constant increase and 
decrease ” in P. Mich. 149. XVII 24/25. 

9 For this conccpt cf. Boll, Sphaera, p. 75 ff. or Gundel, Art. 

“ Paranatellonta ” in RE 18,3 cols. 1214-1275. 


cerned with general predictions or doctrine. For “ As- 
clepius, that is Imouthes, son of Hephaestus ” cf. 
Edelstein, Asclcpius I, Text 331, II p. 252. 


BIBLIOGRAI’11 ICAL NOTES 


We are dealing here with three papyri: 


No. 137a: 
No. 137b: 


P. Par. 19 = Louvre N 2342 
P. Lond. 110 


f duplicates 


No. 137c: P. Par. 19 bis = Louvre 2342 bis ; variant 


The extensive literature on these texts is made particu- 
larly difficult to follow since the numbers 19 and 19 bis 
were interchanged by several authors. 

No. 137a. Young, Ilicrogl. II Pl. 52 (1828) gives a 
facsimile which still shows several passages now de- 
stroyed. The present State is shown in the facsimile on 
pl. 22 of the Noticcs ct Extraits 18.2 (Planches) while 
a transcription by Brunet de Presle was given on p. 
237 f. of the corresponding text volume (1865). 

The text comes supposedly from Thebes 8 9 10 and was 
purchased in Livorno with the Salt collection by the 
Louvre in 1826. 11 The date of the horoscope was verified 
in an anonymous note published in the Ouartcrly Journal 
of Science, Literature and Art, January to June 1830 
p. 353 f. Then, based on Young’s facsimile, Seyffarth 
Beitr. 4 p. 231 ff. gave a transcription of the Greek 
text. a Latin translation and commentary. Seyffarth 
apparently assumed that No. 137a represented col. II 
and III of No. 137c of which he knew only the main 
part of column I from Young. The Greek text and a 
French translation by Champollion-Figeac 12 was given 
in C. L. E. Panckoucke, Bibliothcquc Latin-Françaisc 
vol. 31 p. 380-385 as an appendix to Cicero’s De divina- 
tionc (edited by DeGolbéry). 13 

The date of the horoscope was misread by Franz CIG 
3 p. 375 (1853), then discussed by Browne [1] (1855), 
by Hincks [1] (1865) and finally in detail by Schram 
in Mit. P. Erzh. Rainer 2/3 (1887) p. 37 to 40, fol- 
lowing a short note by Wessely on p. 5 in the same 
volume, where Wessely seems to have been the first 
one to confuse the numbers 19 and 19 bis of P. Par., 
in which mistake he is then followed by Wilcken, Ost. 
II p. 792. 

The first and last lines of this horoscope are also cited 
in CCAG 8.4 (p. 96) as No. 121 B but with a wrong 
reading a for c' at the end of line one and giving an 
incorrect date (138 instead of 137). 

A o. 137b. The Greek text of this horoscope was first 

10 Young, Hicrogl. II pl. 52. Thc anonymous article, quoted 
below, has, however, the title ** Astrological MS. from Saccara.” 

11 Brunet de Presle in P. Par. p. 235. 

12 With slight variations repeated in Champollion-Fig.. Eg. 
p. 101 f. 

1J We have only seen the edition of 1840 which is said to 
repeat the first edition of 1837. 
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given by Wessely 14 (1] p. 152 f. (1888) though with- 
out niaking use of the duplicate No. 137a, as was done 
by Kenyon in P. Lond. 110 (1893). 15 This horoscope 
is often quoted, e.g. by Macnaughton, SEC p. 333. A 
photographic reproduction is given in the volume of 
British Museum Facsimiles pl. 75 f. A pbotograpb of 
col. III is given by Roberts, GLH Pl. 18. 

No. 137c. This text belonged to the sarne collection 
as No. 137a and was published simultaneously with it 
by Young, Hierogl. II Pl. 52, though without the frag- 
ments of column I and II wbich were added by Brunet 
de Presle on Pl. 19 of the Noticcs ct Extraits 18.2. 
The corresponding transcription (p. 236), however, 
again ignores the fragments. 

A transcription and Latin translation of the first 14 
lines is contained in Seyffarth, Beitr. 4 p. 212, combined 
with No. 137a. More than fifty years elapsed before a 
transcription was published vvhich also included the 
fragments. This was done by Wessely f 1 ] p. 5 í. (1887), 
who, however, erroneously called the text “ Papyrus 
XIX." Wilcken, Ostr. I p. 792 refers to this horoscope 
as P. Paris. 19 in his text but as P. Paris. 19 bis in the 
notes. 

Concerning the two horoscopes Nos. 137a and c. the 
appendix to Cicero, De Divinationc in the Bibl. Lat.- 
Frauc. vol. 31 10 p. 379 says “ rapportés d’Égypte par 
Champollion le Jeune. expliqués par MM. Champollion- 
Figeac et de Golbéry.” Then follows a transcription 17 
and translation of the main part of column I and com- 
ments (p. 380-388). 

In CCAG 8,4 p. 95 the horoscope No. 137c is listed 
as No. 121,A. The beginning lines have been quoted 
repeatedly with more or less accuracy in reproducing 
the actual spellings or readings, e.g. Lauth f 21 p. 96 
(lines 2 to 10) or Riess [1] p. 331 (lines 2 to 6 = 
Testim. 6). 


No. 138/161 
P. Princeton 75 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Preceding column (or colunms) lost 

1. [/xoipu>r] Ka oi/coj Kpovov opioic a^poòeLTrjc 

2. f o k ] \ijpoc TT'C rr^T/c cvpc.Br) KapK ivio poipov ly olkw ce 

3. [ Xt/v^c opio|ic cppov OVTOC cr/pcuvci perpov t r t c TV^rjc 

4. [ o kà j rjpoc o tov Saipovoc cvpcBt) aiyoytpo poiputv 

k £ OLKOi 


14 Previously mentioned by Wessely. Mit. P. Erzh. Rainer 2/3 
(188) p. 6 . Also: Catalogue of additions to the Manuscripts in 
the British Museum in the years 1854-G875). Vol. 2 p. 833 f. 
(1877). 

15 The date is given incorrectly as a.d. 138. 

18 Cf. above p. 43. 

17 Also Lauth [2] p. 96 (1875): Boll. SCP p. 238 (1894); 
Festugière. Rcv. p. 430 and p. 126 (1950) etc. 


5. (/cporor opLOic apeio] c orroc crj/juuvei ror 7 rcpi r/Bovc kcu 

aywyrjC rpoirov 

6 . [o KÁrjpoc c | pwTOC evpeBrj ravpo» poipcov 8 oixio kcu 

opioic a 

7 . [ <f>po8eiTrjC orroc C7//xair|ci toi< 7repi cfriXiac kcu cvctclCíw c 

8 . [ o KXr/poc | Trjc avayKTjC cvpeBr] Kpuo poipiüv Ç olkm 

apeioc 

9. [opioic SlOC Ol’ ] TOC CrjpxilVCL TOV TTCpi CK^BpOJV KCU 

TTaVToSaTTOV 

10. [ 8vCTV)(Tip.a | Toc ..lo Tc a7rac irtpi tov oiKoSec7ro 

11. | ror Twi' | aCTepojv xf/t]<f>ov c-rriKpaTovvTac 7rai’Twi' 8c 

1 ? í i 

I.I *?. 1 <LCTcpio i' ror TOii eppov acTcpa 

(C\rjKOTa 

f.] °CKO [ . ] TO TTjC OLKo8tCTTOTeUlC 

ftpafttLov cc^aTa 

í.|8c8a fx-qvac i£ peO oxc irapijXBc tov clvwtlkov 

1 ‘ • [»íAi/xaKT] 7 ;piKoi' opor kox ycircrai 7/ \nr ocracic arro rov 

OtKoSc 

16. | C7TOTOV ] 8l [ £l*Tl’^ ] Cl 

second hand: 


1/. [ycrec.-c ojócAAtor [ (crorc) . . ] avriovivov [Kjaicapoc 

TOV Kvpiov 

í.]ypc Ç [cic wpac Ç vi'[kt]oc 

7 <pi\iac: the editors read Orceuc. For <p'\ía and avcraais 
see Vettius Valens p. 42. 15/16. 

9 irav-rr-Sanov : the editors rcad tt arrofe] Xa ir flov. 

9 [ opioic ôioc : since T 6 is the boundary "betvveen the terms 
of lí and 9 (in this order) one might restore the name of 
either one of these planets; cf. the commentary to No. 46. The 
available space favors the shorter word. 

10 ré awac: the editors read c£ctc nai>. 

14 if: or 17 ? 


TRANSLATION 

.in Capricorn] 

1. 21 [degrees], house of Saturn. terms of Venus. 

2. [The] lot of Fortune was found in Câncer, 13 

degrees. house of the m- 

3. [oon], terms of Mercury; this (lot) indicates the 

measure of fortune. 

4. [The] lot of Daimon was found in Capricorn. 27 

degrees. house of 

5. [Saturn. terms of Mars;] this (lot) indicates the 

way of life, as regards character and conduct. 

6. [The lot] of Eros was found in Taurus, 4 degrees. 

house and terms of V- 

7. [enus;this (lot) indicates] the [place(?)] regard- 

ing íriendship and association. 

8. [The lot of] Necessity was found in Aries, 6 de¬ 

grees. house of Mars. 

9. [terms of.;] this (lot) indicates the [place(?)] 

regarding enemies and every kind of 

10. [misfortune.] And then the whole [.] re¬ 

garding the rulfing] of the nativity 

11. [by those] of the stars which have prevailing in- 

fluence and of all 
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12. [the five( ?) ] stars ; the star of Mercury which had 


13. [.] control of rulership last 

14. I.] beware 17( ?) monthsaftcr 


which it has passed the baneful 

15. climactic term and there comes the promise from 

the ruler of the nati- 

16. fvity.] Good luck! 

17. [Nativity of OJphellios, fvear ..] of Antoninus 

Caesar the Lord, 

18. [.] ... 6 [to 7.] 7th liour 

of night. 

CO.M.MENTARY 

The first preserved linc assigns a 21 st degree to the 
house of Saturn and the terms of Venus. The houses 
of Saturn are Capricorn and Aquarius. In the first case 
the terms of Venus extend from 14° to 22°, in the 
second from 7 o to 13°. Hence we can only restore 
[Capricorn] 21. We furthermore find that the four 
“ Lots ” are symmetrically located with respect to the 
point T 20°: 

Lot of Fortune: Í5 13 = T 20 + 83° 

Lot of Daimon: V3 27 = T 20 — 83° 

Lot of Eros: 8 4 = T 20 + 14° 

Lot of Necessity: T 6 = T 20— 14° 

Consequently it is plausible to consider T 20 either as 
the Horoscopos or as the setting point. In the second 
case the Horoscopos would be 20. In order to dis- 
tinguish between these two possibilities we compute the 
culminating points (for the latitude of Alexandria). 
The result is: 

If H = T 20° then M = V3 12 ;49 IMC = S 12 ;49 
If H = 20° then M — £ 12;24 IMC = ltf 21 ;24 

This shows that only the second assumption explains 
the number “ [V5]21 ” with which our text begins. Thus 
=2= 20 is the Horoscopos. 

According to the final line, which was added by 
another hand. the hour of the birth was the 7th liour 
of night; therefore the sun must be located not more 
than about 15° beyond lower culmination. Thus we 
obtain at least V3 6 for the longitude of the sun. Un- 
fortunately we do not know. however, which part of 
the 7th hour is referred to and we must therefore con¬ 
sider a range of about 15° for the solar longitude. Con¬ 
sequently, we can conclude that the date of our text 
falis between December 27 and January 11 in the Julian 
calendar or Tybi (V) 1 to 16 in the Alexandrian calen- 
dar. During the reign of Antoninus the corresponding 
Egyptian dates would range between Mekheir (VI) 11 
and Phamenoth (VII) 2. 

In line 18 the best reading seems to be “...].. 6 [to 
7].” As the above discussion shows, the Egyptian dates 
do not include the davs 6 or 7. In the Alexandrian 


calendar, however. we would have Tybi 6 to 7 at our 
disposal. Unfortunately this does not explain the traces 
] toc which precede the day number. 

There exist additional relations between the four 
“ Lots ” mentioned in our text. Let Ap to A x denote the 
longitudes of the Lots of Fortune, Daimon, Eros, and 
Necessity respectively. Then one finds for A H = === 20 
= T 200 the following relations satisfied 

Ae = Ah — (Ap — A d ) = 200 + 194 =84 
A\ = Ah + (Ap — Ad) = 200 — 194 = T 6 

and 

Ap = Au — 97 = 103 = Hõ 13 
Ad = Ah + 97 = 297 = V3 27 

where the 97° can be interpreted as the elongation be¬ 
tween sun and moon. Similar relations seem to hold 
in No. 338. 

The advice of line 14 “ beware 17( ?) months ” might 
mean that the person for whom the horoscope has been 
cast will have passed a criticai age; otherwise one might 
think of Saturn having left a criticai zodiacal sign. 

No. 139 

P. Oxy. 596, Col. II 

(Photo: Roberts GLH Pl. 16) 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. (i_avTu)yivov *[atcapoc] 

2. rov Koptov <f>ap.\ev(od] 

3. 'A 1 tic i t »pac 8 i+iktoc] 

4. T]\lOC | 

5. ceA771-77 ôtSrf juotc ] 

6. Kpovoc epp.i]C [ 

7. v8pox<ü‘ api 7 | c 

8. £crc rarpw [ 

9. fcopocK ]o [7r]oc 

TRANSLATION 

1. (Year) 2 of Antoninus Cfaesar] 

2. the Lord. Phamfenoth (from)] 

3. 30 to 1 ; 4th hour of the n[ight] 

4. sun in Pisces [.... 1 

5. moon in Gem [ ini . .. 

6 . Saturn (and) Mercury [... 

7. in Aquarius. Mars [ in ... ] 

8 . Júpiter in Tatirus [... 

9. Horoscopos f. .. . 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 2 

As far as preserved the papyrus shows a blank space 
at the left in the width of about a third of a column; 
then the text of No. 149 follows and after it, in the 
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next column, the lioroscope No. 139. Possibly No. 139 
was written first (but by the saine hand as No. 149) 
since line 5 of No. 149 was too sliort to write the word 
Lxdrci in a straight line, thus forcing the scribe to bend 
his line down and to raise the last two letters in small 
script above the v. 

Both horoscopes are dated, the one in the leít hand 
column to Antoninus 13 Mekheir 8/9, the other one to 
Antoninus 2 Phamenoth 30/1. “Antoninus” would 
naturally be interpreted as Antoninus Pius. This would 
lead to the dates 149 December 21 and 139 February 14, 
respectively. Since, however, the agreement with modern 
computation is rather poor, we have not only investi- 
gated the possibility of the use of the Egyptian and of 


the Alexandrian calcndar. but also the case that “ Anto¬ 
ninus ” could mean Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. 1 The 
result is that the sinallest number of disagreements is 
reached if we interpret the lioroscope in the left column 
as referring to Marcus Aurelius 13 Alexandrian Mekheir 
8 (= 173 February 2) and the second one (column II) 
to Antoninus Pius 2 Egyptian Phamenoth 30 (=139 
February 14). However, the shift of meaning of “ Anto¬ 
ninus ” combined with a shift in calendaric notation 
makes this solution very implausible, not to mention 
the time interval of 34 years. Therefore we interpret 
Antoninus 13 as a.d. 149. 

The numerical data for the present lioroscope (column 
II) are as follows: 


Text 

Antoninus Pius 2 

Marcus Aurelius 2 

Phamenoth 

Eg. cal. 

Alex. cal. 

Eg. cal. 

Alex. cal. 

30/1 

139 Feb. 14 

Mar. 25 

162 Feb. 8 

Mar. 26 

O X 

2T25(!) 

T 3(!) 

2 T 19(!!) 

T4(!) 

(T X 

Ví (!!) 

S (!) 

8 (!) 

Ví (!!) 

* 1 ~~ 

2 T 17 

2 T 21 

* (ü) 

* (ü) 


2 T 17 

X 10(!) 

/vw 

/w* 

T (ü) 

3 [...] 

[TM. 1SJ 

I* 4] 

[Ví] 

[~] 


8 18 

8 24 

T (!) 

8 


$ : Ví 18 

$ : X 4 

$ : X 

$ : 8 


The case of 139 February 14 shows the smallest num- 
ber of discrepancies, but the moon is entirely wrong and 
it is also suspicious that the Egyptian calendar should 
have been used without explicitly saying so. 2 

Complete agreement between the preserved text of 
No. 139 and computation would be obtained if one could 
interpret the date “ Phamenoth (VII) 30 to 1 ” as 
meaning “ Mekheir (VI) 30/Phamenoth 1.” By a 
peculiar accident exactly the same phrase “ Phamenoth 
30 to the lst ” occurs in the Almagest. 3 There, as all 
interpreters since Petavius have realizcd, it is necessary, 
because of the astronomical data, to emend Ptolemy’s 
date to “ Mekheir 30/Phamenoth 1.” This coincidence 
suggests that we have here a specific terminology for 
dates which involve two different month nanies, but we 
have no additional evidence to support or to disprove 
such a hypothesis. 4 

Whatever the case may be. the date Antoninus Pius 


1 It is easy to see that the dates of other rulers oí the Antonine 
house are a priori excluded by the positions of 11 and . 

2 Cf. p. 166. 

* Heiberg II p. 265,16: QantvàO \' ti s rrjv a. 

4 Cf. perhaps No. 184 (below p. 51) where no irregularity 

appears in the counting of a last day of a year. 


2 Alexandrian calendar Mekheir (VI) 30/Phamenoth 
(VII) 1 = 139 February 24 10 p.m. leads to the fol- 
lowing comparison: 5 


Text 

Computed 

O 

X 

X 5 

d 

X 

X 20 

* 1 


2 T 18 

3 í 

vwv 

~ 30 

s 

[...] 

TT 23 

V] 

8 

8 20 


The only objection one can raise against this emenda- 
tion (or interpretation) of the given date consists in 
the fact that the other lioroscope of the same text also 
shows serious discrepancies between text and computa¬ 
tion without atiy corresponding eniendation which would 
eliminate tliese differences. 

The interpretation of the traces in line 8 as Çevc is 
supported by computation. Venus seems to have been 
omitted unless we assume mention in line 6 after Mer- 
cury. However, this would place the planet in 2 XT in 
contradiction to computation in all cases. 


5 Venus would be in V5 30. 
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No. 145 
P. Hamb. 96 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. oySoov avTtoveivov 

2. (f>appovTi Kar ap\aiovc 

3. IÔ iúfJU TplTIj VVKTOC 

2 ap\aioi c : writing cramped toward the end, the final c 
coming very closc to the edge of the papyrus. Consequently the 
present edge of the papyrus seems to be the original one and 
the restoration of a double day number ty uk. iò seems to be 
excluded though it is the rule for an hour of night. 

TRANSLATION 

1. Eighth (year) of Antoninus 

2. Pharmouthi according to the ancients, 

3. 14, third hour oí the night. 

COM MENTARY 

Faint traces of erased writings suggest interpreting 
the above lines as the beginning of a horoscope for 145 
February 25. 

No. 149 

P. Oxy. 596, Col. I 

(Photo: Roberts GLH pl. 16) 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. iy av Tdivivov Kaicapoc 

2. p.ex*ip ‘ V ' «c 6 topac 

3. < • 11'KTOC • 

4. Tj\ioc tpp-r,c a(\>po8ir-^ 

5. aiyoKcpo ct\r)VT) ix[0] u<:i 

6. K povoe £cvc Kpiiü • 

7 . apr t c ToÇoTi] • 

8. wpOCKOTTOC £ i<yw • 

TRANSLATION 

1. (Year) 13 of Antoninus Caesar 

2. Mekheir 8 to 9. 


3. 5th hour of the night. 

4. Sun, Mercury, (and) Venus 

5. in Capricorn. Moon in Pisces. 

6. Saturn (and) Júpiter in Aries. 

7. Mars in Sagittarius 

8. Horoscopos in Libra. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 2 

This horoscope is written in the column which pre¬ 
cedes the horoscope No. 139. The problem of interpre- 
tation of “ Antoninus ” and tliat of the calendar date 
are discussed in the commentary to No. 139 ( cj . p. 46). 
The table given at the bottom of this page shows the 
comparison of the text vvith the figures in the four possi- 
bilities under consideration. 

The position in Aries of both Saturn and Júpiter is 
satisfied for 173/174 and therefore again around 113/114 
but certainly not in the intermediate sixty years which 
contain the reign of Antoninus Pius. 

No. 150 
P. Oslo 6 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ycvecic (f>LÁoi]C O (ítovc) avrtovivo [ v] 

2. Kaicapoc tov Kvpiov iftap-c' 3 ic 

3. £iC lÇ Upac 8 WKTOC TlX.lOC ev 

4. i\0vci Çtvc epp-r/C ev Kpio) 

5. [#cpov]oc ev KapKiviü aprje Àeov T 

6. acf>po8 ctXrjinrj vSpr/[xo]cü 

7. lüpOCKOTTCl CKüjp' 

7 The editors read: wpoc kuttcc cKupir(tcc). 

TRANSLATION 

1. Nativity of Philoe. Year 13 of Antoninus 

2. Caesar the Lord. Phamenoth 15 

3. to 16. 4th hour of the night, sun in 



Antoninus Pius 13 

Marcus Aurelius 13 

Text 

Eg. cal. 

Alex. cal. 

Eg. cal. 

Alex. cal. 

Mekheir 8/9 

149 Dec. 21 

150 Feb.2 

172 Dec. 15 

173 Feb. 2 

° 

V3 0 o 

2T 13(!!) 

* 22(!) 

2T 14( !!) 

» 1 V3 

* 6(!) 

~ (!) 

V3 

VS 23 

9 

* 3(!) 

V3 

* (!) 

^13(!) 

d X 

4T18(!) 

TH? (ü) 

8 (ü) 

X 20 


2õ 12(!!) 

S (ü) 

T 

V 9 

T 17 

T 

* (!) 

T 0 

S * 

H =*= 

a27(ü) 

TT5 (ü) 

"1 (!) 

* 8 


1 No. L 173 is one day later. 



48 


ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: No. 150 —No. 171 


4. Pisces, Júpiter and Mercury in Aries, 

5. Saturn in Câncer, Mars in Leo, 

6. Venus (and) moon in Aqtiarius. 

7. Scorpio is the Horoscopos 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 2 


TRANSLATIOK 

1. Harpocration [. 

2. Year 1 of Antoninus [and] 

3. Verus, the Lords 

4. Augusti; according to the Greeks 

5. Mesore 5, 7(th) hour (of the) day, 

6. according to the old (calendar) Thoth 16 


This horoscope was first published in a preliminary 
forni in Pap. Osloenses I p. 21 and a corrected reading 
in P. Osloenses II p. 146-151 (with photo on pl. I) 
where Poul Heegaard explained the niethod by which 
one arrives at the date of a text of this type. He found 
complete agreement between text and compiitation with 
exception only of the moon which is in the second balí 
of Capricorn instead of Aquarius. 

For 150 March 11 which is the equivalent of Pha- 
menoth 15 of the Alexandrian calendar one obtains 

Computed 
X 20 
T 28 
T 4 
S 8 
Sl 8 

f. 

~w U 

VJ 19(!) 
about 10 p.m. 

The position of the moon would be correct one day 
later. 1 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

This horoscope has been incorporated in the “ Select 
Papyri ” by Hunt and Edgar (vol. I p. 44). The Greek 
text reproduces the final readings írom Pap. Osloenses 
II p. 151 whereas the translation is based on the pre¬ 
liminary text from Pap. Osloenses I p. 21, adding the 
error “ lOth year” (instead of 13th year) but giving 
the correct date a.d. 150. 

A free translation is given in Winter, LLP p. 263 f. 
Macnaughton, SEC p. 331 note * also discusses the 
date of this horoscope. 

No. 161 

P. Fay. 139, verso 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. O.pTTOKpaTLtoV | 

2. a (ctovc) avTMVivov [xai] 

3. OVTjpOV TtoV KX'pitoV 

4. ccftaCTiúv KaO eWyvac 

5. pecoprj e topa £ rjpíepa 

6. xara Sc rovc ap^aiovc 6to6 iç 

1 Use of the Egyptian calendar would lead to a position of 
the moon in Sl, thus to total disagreement. 


COM MENTARY 

The date XII(a) 5 = I(e) 16 corresponds to 161 
July 29. The text is written near the upper edge of the 
verso of a large sheet, the lower part of which was left 
blank. Bundles of fibres from the recto of the papyrus 
show that the sheet extended to the left. Thus it is 
possible that our text is the end of a horoscope, the 
main part of which is lost with the preceding column. 

The text was found in Qasr el Banat in the Faiyüm. 1 
Its date is also discussed by Macnaughton, SEC p. 333. 

No. 171 

P. Harris 52 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning destroyed 

1. [. npo l8 xaÀavSwi' | 

2. [jLiaiJwi' xon-Àa [.] rqc [i'rxroc] 

3. [xpo]roc (.l\6vcl Çevc i>8[po] 

4. [x 0tu ] yA-tc tpp.yc Kpito cc [ Àí^i'7^] 

5. [ a<£po ] Síttj ic^vci topa [.] 

TRANSLATION 

1- [ . 14 days before the calends of] 

2. [Ma]y, [..] cotyla of the [night]. 

3. Saturn in Pisces, Júpiter in Aqua- 

4. rius, sun (and) Mercury in Aries, moon 

5. (and) Venus in Pisces. Horoscopos [.] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 2 

Between the first and the sixth century there is only 
the year a.d. 171 which gives agreement between the 
data of the text and our computation. One finds for 
171 April 18 

Text Computed 




X 

23 

21 

A*** 

AAA/ 

19 

°! 

T 

T 

27 

$ i 

T 

11 

o í 

X 

X 

7 

9 f 

T 

7( 


1 Cairo, Cat. yen. X p. 102 No. 10812. 


Text 
O X 


<5 Sl 



H TTL 
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The discrepancy in the case of Venus is probably dite 
to an inaccuracy in the ancient computation. Mars is 
omitted; 1 the arrangement of the planets is unusual. 

The beginning of the text is unfortunately destroyed. 
We assume that the first preserved line refers to a num- 
ber of “ cotylai ” of water (one cotyle is about 0.2 liter -) 
which measured the time by means of a water clock. The 
use of these units of capacity in connection with water 
clocks is attested from Theophrastus by Athenaeus. 3 

The editor of P. Harris, J. E. Powell, assumed for 
this and for No. 245 a date in the fourth century. It 
seems to us, however, that the style of writing is not 
incompatible with the astronomically determined date in 
the late second century. Cj. Schubart, Pal. p. 66 ff. and 
Pap. Graec. Bcrol. plate 26 ff. 


No. 176 

Dura, Graffito in Private House 

Dura, Rep. II p. 161 ff. and pl. 51 (photograph and 
copy) and Johnson [1J p. 76 í. 

Above diagram: 

Çm: Trav 6 

rp(?) 

Diagram: crude circle, with horizon and meridian as 
diameters. Beginning with the left endpoint of the 
horizon (= H) we read 


L X 0 

■napd 

K P l 

£vy 

rav 

[.... 

<f>aiv SlS 

to£ 

KapK <t>ae [ . . . 1 

aiy 

Àeojy <f>(j)C<f> ctl\/ 3 7Tv 

í v8 J/? 


Because $ and S are in a the sun must have been 
mentioned after U in 55, since no other space is availa- 
ble for a restoration near KapK. Finally the moon must 
have been placed either in TTf or in £?. On this basis 
D. Brouwer gave the following alternatives: 

176 July 3 to 5 if moon in TT^ 

July 10 to 12 if moon in 

J. Johnson decided for the first possibility because the 
date above the diagram 

No. 171 

1 Computation: end of Sagittarius. 

2 Cf. RE 11, 1546 f. 

3 Cf. C. P. Schmidt, EAW p. 90, X. 

No. 176 

1 The photograph clearly shows that J. Johnson’s reading is 
correct, whereas SEG 7 No. 364 adopted Kapiciv, which is in 
itself an unlikely abbreviation. 


(Seleucid Era) 487 (=a.d. 175/6) 

Panemos 9 2 

excludes the second date. The nearest conjunction was 
June 24 about 10 a.m. ; assuming that Panemos 1 began 
on June 25 at sunset, about 33 hours after conjunction 
one finds that Panemos 9 began at sunset of July 3. 
Since the sun was in 55 and IMC= X the hour was 
about 10 p.m. Computation for this date shows that the 
conditions of the horoscope can be satisfied for three 
consecutive days; the results for the middle one, July 4, 


follows 

(cj. the diagram on 

pl. 2): 

Text 

Computed 

b 

X 

X 4 

U 

S 

SZ 22 

ê 

a 

a ii 

[O 

s] 

?Z 11 

9 

a 

a 2 

9 

a 

a 9 

[ í 

TT] 

TTL 15 


Counting backwards from Panemos, approximately 
July 176, one finds that the preceding Hyperberetaios 
began after the conjunction of 175 October 2. This is 
in perfect agreement with the calendar still in use in 
Dura at the time of the horoscope of 219 January 9 
(cj. below p. 55). 

No. 177 
P. Oslo 164 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. yevecic irpo)Tap X ov [ 

2. t£ (cTorc) <f>app.ov6i rj [ctc 6 wpac .. ttjc] 

3. vi’ktoc Kpovoc e[v 8)t8i>[/t]o[tc | £t[rc topoc] 

4. kottoc Àíovti aprj\c at j yoKcpui a [ (ppoSiTr /) 

5. €pp.7]C 7?Àf c ív v [ Spo^oat 

3 the editors read after Kpovoc: c[k]op\it]iw ...[. 

4 editors: t]o^ottj a<p[poòirrj. 

TRANSLATION 

1. Nativity of Protarchos [. 

2. (year) 17, Pharmouthi 8 [to 9, ... hour of the] 

3. night. Saturn in [Gemjini, [Júpiter (and) Horos-] 

4. copos in Leo, Mar[s in Capri ] co [rn ], Vfenus,] 

5. Mercury (and) sun in A[quarius .... 

COM MENTARV 

Diagram: pl. 3 

Beíore discussing the date of this horoscope we first 
have to explain the restoration of £a-c in line 3. Without 
this we would have the arrangement 

in X ; Horoscopos in Sl ; á in VS 

' The two letters( ?) below the date are probably not numbers. 
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vvhich woulcl follow neither planetary nor zodiacal order 
beginning with the Horoscopos. Furtherinore Júpiter 
would have been omitted or, at best, mentioned in the 
last place. If, however, we restore “ [Júpiter and] 
Horoscopos in Sl ” \ve obtain the ordinary planetary 
arrangeinent with the often attested modification of 
combining all data concerning the same zodiacal sign. 

Heegaard. in discussing this horoscope in Symb. Osl. 
15/16 p. 100 objected to the combination of an hour 
of the night with Leo as rising sign for the inonth 
Pharmouthi (VIII) because the sun would then be in 
Aries and thus above the horizon. This argument. how¬ 
ever. is only correct for the Alexandrian calendar. In 
the Egyptian calendar Pharmouthi corresponds to a 
solar longitude of X/T in a. d. 100, to ^T/X in a. d. 200 
and to V3/£? in a.d. 300. Consequently the date of our 
horoscope may fali anywhere after about a. d. 100. It 
must be admitted, however, that a inonth name, without 
further specification, normally is to be understood as 
referring to the Alexandrian calendar. 1 

The preserved year number 17 limits us to a date 
before Diocletian because, after 284. without exception. 
all horoscopes on papyrus give their date in the Dio¬ 
cletian era, the name Diocletian following the year 
number. And even if this text were an exception, the 
year Diocletian 17 is astronomically impossible, as can 
be shown by computation. 

Now the year number 17 can be utilized. For the 
period in question only Antoninus Pius, Marcus Au- 
relius, and Severus are possible. The corresponding 
dates for Pharmouthi (VIII) 8 of the Egyptian calen¬ 
dar are 

+ 154 February 18 with J? in 5b 24 in TTR 
+ 177 February 12 X Sl 

+ 209 February 14 T 


the first and third of which are excluded by the given 
positions. For + 177 February 12 one finds 


Text 

m j 

H i 
6 

l 1 


X 

«a 

V3 

WW 


O 




Computed 
X 3 

Sl 9 

about 7 p.m. 
V? 20 
15 

X 10 (!) 
24 


in good agreement with the text except for Mercury. 


No. 182 

P. Mich. Inv. 6329 

(unpublished) 

Photo: pl. 31 
Beginning destroyed 

1. £tvc ayoyepo p.(oipov') j 

* • * 

2. UfJÍWC [à]íovti p(oipu>i') | 

3. a<f>f)oòiTr,c ayoyepití [ 

4. ípfxijc i^dvc p(oipiov)[ 

5. r/\ioc i^Ovc /x(otpwi’)[ 

6. ciÁTjVT) i%dvc p(oipo)v) [ 

7. ^ ayotytpu> p(oipwv) \ 

8. KÀ/yporc Tv^rjc 

9 . evTv^i/aL 

, TRANSLATIOX 

1. Júpiter in Capricorn [_] degrees 

2. Mars in Leo [....] degrees 

3. Venus in Capricorn [....] degrees 

4. Mercury in Pisces [....] degrees 

5. sun in Pisces [....] degrees 

6. moon in Pisces [_] degrees 

7. Horoscopos in Capricorn [....] degrees 

8. Lot of Fortune [.] 

9. Farewell 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 3 

The date of this horoscope (from Karanis in the 
Faiyürn) is found to be 182 February 20 to 22. The date 
could be determined exactly if the degrees of the moon 
were preserved. The hour must be about three hours 
before sunrise. The positions are for February 21: 


Text 


Computed 

U 

V3 


V3 13 

3 

Sl 


Sl 22 

$ 

V3 


V3 16 

5 

X 


X 4 

O 

X 


X 2 

d 

X 


X 14 

H 

V? 

about 3 a.m 



No. 184 




P. Mich. 152 




TRAXSCRIPTION 



1. 

(crovc) k 8 evayo f 

c rrjc 


2. 

eic Ti}v ã veov ctovc 



3. 

opa 1) WKTOC 



4. 

7]\ic 7rap^[cv]<i> 



1 Cf. r . 1*6. 


4 y]\ic : not ijXioc as given in the edition. 
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5. Kpovoe irapOtvto 

6. tpp.^c irapdtvto 

7. £t[vc] KptLto 

8. aép [ o8 ] eiT Çvytü 

9 . ceÁijvr) CKopnuD 

Remainder destroyed 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 24, epagomene 5 

2. to the first of tlie new year, 

3. 8th hour of the niglit 

4. sun in Virgo 

5. Saturn in Virgo 

6. Mercury in Virgo 

7. Júpiter in Aries 

8. Venus in Libra 

9. moon in Scorpio 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 3 

As the editors have remarked, the year is the 24th 
year of Commodus. the last day of the Alexandrian year, 


corresponding to 184 August 28. 

The computed 

tions confirm the data of the text: 

i 

Text 

Computed 

O TT5 

rrn 4 

b TTJ2 

TTR 16 

$ n 

n 12 

U T 

T 2 

9 =£= 

^ 9 

€ ttc 

TTl 3 

8 : TTL 17 


No. 187 

P. Aberd. 13 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. er[oi'C tococi] 

2. C7TT f a u>pa 8 TTfC ] 

3. tjp\tpae p.tcopij ç] 

4. Ka[0] eAÀrpw 

5. (cara 8t [a ] ty vttti [ u> ] v 

6. ( trove ) Krj BtoO Ky 

7. #cpo[v]oc tv £i>lya>] 

8. £evc tv Kap [ kl ] vov 

9. aprj [ c ] tv KapK f ivtu] 

10. a^fpolSeiT^ [e]v Aftovn] 

11. tpprjc vt Àeo[vTi] 

12. T]X.ic vt Àcov[n] 

13. ctXrjvrf vt 8o£ [ ottj ] 

14. topo[c]KOiroc £[uyw] 

1 Also in the case of Saturn, contrary to the statements made 
in the edition. 


TRANSLATION 

1. Ye[ar tvventy-] 

2. seven, J4th hour of the] 

3. day, [Mcsore 6] 

4. according to the Greeks; 

5. according to the Egyptians 

6. year 28, Thoth 23. 

7. Saturn in Libra 

8. Júpiter in Câncer 

9. Mars in Câncer 

10. Venus in Leo 

11. Mercury in Leo 

12. sun in Leo 

13. moon in Sagittarius 

14. Horoscopos in L[ibra] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 3 

The date of this text is Commodus 27 (= a.d. 187) 
Mesore 6 in the Alexandrian calendar, Commodus 28 
Thoth 23 in the Egyptian calendar. The editors read in 
line 6 6ü>6 iç, but the last number is certainly y and not 
ç; the first number is hardly t and k is a possible reading. 
Thoth 13 = July 20 is astronomically excluded. The 
sun is in Câncer 26 (instead of Leo) and the moon in 
Gemini (instead of Sagittarius). Ten days later, how- 
ever, the sun is correctly in Leo and the moon is in 
Scorpio. i.e., not too far from the position given in the 
text. All other positions are correct: 


Text 

Computed 

b =*= 

=== 14 

U ES 

ES 6 

8 ES 

S 28 

9 «Sb 

a 14 

9 «SI 

a 29 

O Sl 

a 5 

<r ^ 

TTl 9( !) 


H = 2 = about 10 a.m. 

Since the sun is in a and the hour is an hour of day- 
light, only a sign between a and V3 can be rising. In 
line 14 just enough is visible of the first letter of the 
Horoscopos to exclude all signs but £vyoc. The hour 
can then be restored as 8 (line 2). 

No. 190 
P. Oslo 163 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. [À (trove)] Kop [ po8o ] v Tv($i À 

2. <f> apxovcijc tvvaTT)\c Tjp.tpac] 

3. t)\lc epp.T]C rSp^f^ow] 

3 7]\ic: sic, not ?j\toc as in edition. 
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4. ctXifiij l X^ rC [ £ l 

5. Kpovoc C KOp7TL [ O) | 

6. £«re irap0\f.vt»\ 

7. ap\rj]c a(f>po8a.Tri t[oÍot?/| 

8. OpOCKOTTOC StSvjuJoic] 

TRANSLATION 

1. [Year 30J of Commodus, Tybi 30, 

2. beginning of the ninth hour [of the day.] 

3. sun (and) Mercury in Aqiiarius 

4. moon in Pisces 

5. Saturn in Scorpio 

6. Júpiter in Virgo 

7. Mars (and) Vénus in Sagittarius 

8. Horoscopos in Gemini 

COM MENTARY 


No. 207 

Bodleian Greek Ostracon 244 
Wilcken, Ostr. 1602 

TRANSCRIPTION 
1 . Kpovoc 8i8vp. [ . . . . 

2. £erc vSpi^o» p\ . . . . 

3. apijC aiyoyaipv> [ . . . . 

4. CL(f>po8LTt] KplO) [ . . . . 

5. tpp.TjC X'8pl\U> [ . . . . 

6. ct\r)VT] Tavpo) | . . . . 

7. i/Xioc t^Ovct À[e7r .... 

8. \'8pi\u> pip / [.... 

9. irapa cuyiirTiotc <f>[appiov0i .... 

10. Ky 

7 \\eir(ruv ): suggested by Bilabel, Bcrichtig. 11,1 p. 124. 

8 «p : reading certain. pup /: sic. 

9 < p\appov9t: perhaps followed by #c/3 etc; cf. note 2. 


Diagrain: pl. 3 

As P. Heegaard [ 1 ] p. 98 has shown, the computa- 
tion agrees fully vvith the data of the text for 190 
January 25: 


Text 

Computed 

o i 

A-W C 

9 i ~~ 

^ A 

I 

a x 

in X 

r? TTt 

TTT 22 

U TTJ? 

Trç 18 

ê ) „ 

/ 12 

9 i ^ 

* 18 

H X 

about 2 p.m. 


The calendar used is the Alexandrian. 

If the sun is in 2 £\ the Horoscopos in X, then the 
time niust be at least 4 h after sunrise and at most 8 h 
after sunrise in Alexandria. Since the text gives the 
“ beginning of the 9th hour " it is clear that seasonal 
hours must be meant. In this case one finds as extremai 
value (for O = 0, H = X 30) 9;20 seasonal hours 

after sunrise. 1 This agrees well with our result of a 
solar position at the beginning of 


TRANSLATION 

1. Saturn in Gemini [.... 

2. Júpiter in Aquarius [..] degrees [... 

3. Mars in Capricom [.... 

4. Venus in Aries [.... 

5. Mercury in Aquarius [. ... 

6. Moon in Taurus [_ 

7. Sun in Pisces [..] mi[nutes] 

8. Horoscopos in Aquarius [.. j degrees [.. . 

9. According to the Egyptians [ Pharmouthi 1 

10. 23 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 3 

Computation leads to an excellent agreement with the 
data of the text for 207 February 20 Pharmouthi 23 
(Egyptian calendar). One finds 


Text 

>> X [...1 
U £? [. . .] 

<5 V8 [...] 

9 T [...1 
9 [...] 

( 8 [...] 

O X (beg. of) 
H 2T [...] 


Computed 

X 11 
2T 19 
V8 11 
T 11 
2T 12 
about 8 4 
X 1 

about 5 a.m. 2 


The sanie date was found by Fotheringham according 
to Rilabel. Bcrichtig. II.1 p. 124. The accuracy of 
his hour “ between 4.55 and 6.25 a.m.. if observed at 


1 Accurately computed. Using the rising times of System A 
or B the limit becomes 9;30 seasonal hours. 


1 Cf. note 2. 

5 For an hour of night one should perhaps restore in lines 9/10 
[Pharmouthi 22 to] 23. The positions one day earlier would 
still be in agreement with the text, except for the moon. 
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Thebes,” is, of course, purely fictitious since H may fali 
anywhere in £? thus leaving us with a margin of about 
2 hours. The uncertainty is increased by the difference 
of several degrees between ancient and modern longi¬ 
tudes and the fact that the horoscope was computed and 
not “ observed.” 

No. 208 

P. Mich. Inv. 1461 

(unpublished) 

Photo: pl. 31 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. (ctovc) te // fitxçip r.[ 

2. Kpovoc Kapic(ivw) /3f 

3. o tviavTOC t[ 

4. £<ü3lOI' £7T . [ 

Subsequent lines destroyed 

We are indebted to Professor Herbert C. Youtie for the 
reading of the last line. One might restore cito [ fuvov ; 
cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 418 ff. 1 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 15, Mekheir 10 [-|- x 

2. Saturn in Câncer .. | 

3. The .. [.1 year [... 

4. the ffoliowing (?)] zodiacal sign [.... 


COMMENTARY 

The date of this horoscope is very uncertain. We 
know from the first line that it falis in the 15th year 
of some ruler, month Mekheir, i.e. roughly February. 
This restricts us for the time from Augustus to Dio- 
cletian to very few possibilities which all can be ruled 
out by the condition that Saturn should be in Câncer. 
The closest approach to a situation in which botli con- 
ditions are satisfied is the year Septimius Severus 16 
= 207/8 since Saturn is found in February 208 at the 
end of X or entering Tô if one takes the difference of 
norming longitudes into consideration. Thus it seems 
as if our text counted the year 193/4 as year 1 of 
Septimius Severus and not 192/3 as is usually assumed. 


1 Or iirava<p(póntvov ÇúStov as in Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 270 
note 1. 


No. 217 
P. Warren 21 
Verso Col. I, 67-72 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. 8l 8 1 P Kpovoc £[u]yw 

2. £«>c í at yoK(tpiti) 

3. acf>po8iTT) Kpftjto 

4. d ravpio 

5. cpp.7]C ap-r/c 8i8\'poic 

6. \eovri 

TRANSLATION 

1. Didymos. 1 Saturn in Libra 

2. Júpiter (and) moon in Capricorn 

3. Venus in Aries 

4. sun in Taurus 

5. Mercury (and) Mars in Gemini 

6. Horoscopos in Leo 

COMMENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 4 

Text and computation agree for 217 May 12 and 13 
very well. For May 12 one obtains 


Text 

Computed 

b ^ 

^ 21 

? [ K5> 

V3 2 

* s 

V3 12 

$ T 

T 7 

O 8 

8 20 

5 \ X 

X 1 


8 28 

H a 

about noon 


and practically the same holds for one day later, the 
moon being in about V3 26. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

The Magicai Papyrus Warren was first published 
by Hunt [1] (1932) and then again in The Warren 
Papyri (1941). The first column of the verso contains 
four horoscopes in the following order: 

No. 219,11,1 
No. 219,11,12 
No. 217 
No. 244. 


1 Or twins? 
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No. 219,1 

Dura, House of Nebuchelus 
Graffiti on South Wall of West Room 

On a wall of an important house 1 in the center of 
Dura 2 six more or less complete versions of a lioro- 
scope were found, all scratched in a crude fashion into 
the plaster of the wall. Its date is. as will be shown 
presently, 219 January 9. 

As the editors stated 3 it was probably the author of 
these drawings who vvrote on the same wall 

1. C7TOOJCa C<fvr)pOV 8aciov õ 

2. KCLTCL X pVTjcO[lj\ O '/paif/dC 

3. 7/p.tpu CcÀr/wye 


“ I have made the sphere on Daisios 1, according to the 
moon 30. May the writer be blessed. 3 * Monday.” 

The use of a<f>aípa for a circular diagram is of interest 
and probably stems from the meaning “ circular orbit ” 
of apalpa in the astronomical literature. 4 

The terminology “ Daisios 1, according to the moon 
30 ” must mean that the lst of Daisios in the civil calen- 
dar corresponded to the 30th of the preceding accurately 
taken lunar month (Artemisios). This coexistence of 
a somewhat inaccurate or schematic civil calendar and 
a strict lunar calendar is reminiscent of the Athenian 
calendar of the Hellenistic period. 

Since the date of the horoscope in the lunar calendar 
is Aydnaios 5. corresponding to a.d. 219 January 9, 
one finds for the conjunction preceding the next month 
Daisios the date 219. about midnight from May 30 to 
May 31. Since May 30 is a Monday 5 the horoscope 
was actually cast, in all probability, when the child was 
five months old. 

The seven versions of the horoscope itself 0 are written 
in six groups of graffiti. hencefcrth denoted by (a) to 
( g) as follows : 7 


(a) Dura, Rcp. I\* No. 232 upper half 


(b) 


(c) 

No. 235 

(d) 

No. 236 

(e) 

No. 237 

(f) 

No. 238 

(ff) 

No. 239 


lower half 


1 Cf. Dura, Rcp. IV p. 79 and fig. 1 p. 92. 

5 Also called “ House of the Archives.” 

3 Rcp. IV p. 95 f.. No. 220. 

3 * Cf. for this translation of pv-qadfi Rehm (1] p. 16. 

* P assim, e.g.. in the Almagest. The editors refer to the atpaípa 
á<xTpo\oyiicr) of Plutarch, Mor. 838c (Rcp. IV p. 95 note 22) but 
in this passage a celestial globe, not a horoscope. is meant. For 
context and correct interpretation cf., e.g., Schlachter, Globus, 
p. 58. 

8 The editors suggested Monday 235 May 5 but their pro- 
cedure is influenced by the incorrect dating of the horoscope. 

* We ignore No. 231 (Rcp. IV, p. 105): “A circle, 0.065 m 
in diameter drawn for a horoscope never completed.” 

7 Also SEG 7 Nos. 364 to 369. 


The last copy was never completed. 

The originais of the numbers 232. 235. and 236 are 
now at Yale University and were kindly put at our 
disposal. together with all relevant notes and photo- 
graphs, by Professor C. B. Welles. 

Vcrsion (a). Copy: Rcp. IVp. 106 8 No.232. Crude 
circle with horizon and meridian as diameters. In- 
scriptions, beginning with the horoscopos (left end of 
horizon) : 


vSpo 

Ateu 

i X d 

■napO 

KpL 

Zvy 

ra v 

KpOVOC CKpO (sic) 

8i 8 

U<f)po8 ToÇ 

Kap 

Çtvc aiy 


Vcrsion (b) written below (a). Same diagram as in 
(a). Above it the following text: 

1. erorc \(f> prjvoc av8ivio\< 6 

2. Kara CíÀ tjvtjv e r/p.epa Kpovov irepi y 

3. $ rjptpiV7)C eyevqOr] a\e$av paKe8wv 

4. airoAAowuçov tv i X 6v8up vSpo^ovc 

“ Year 530 month Aydnaios 9. 
according to the moon 5, Saturday. about 
3rd hour of the day, was bom Alexander 

Macedonius son of Apollonicus.; 

Horoscopos: Aquarius.” 

Around the diagram we read: 

Çcvc v8p 

aprjc d i X 0 

KpiO 
rav 
8l8 
Kap 

The last line of the text is translated by the editors 9 
as “ son of Apollonicus: in the constellation of Pisces; 
Aquarius was rising on the horizon.” Grave objections 
must be raised. however, against this interpretation. If 
the Horoscopos is 2 T then it makes no sense to say 
“(born?) in Pisces,” in addition to the fact that “(bom) 
in such and such a sign ” is attested in no other horo¬ 
scope. Furthermore, it is extremely unlikely that the 
constellation l\6ve<i is renamed i x 6v8iov, even if there 
existed a preference for diminutives in Dura. Conse- 
quently, one must assume that the word in question 
belongs to the proper nanie, giving perhaps a locality or 
a profession or a nickname. 10 

8 A photograph was published by Johnson [1] p. 79, but no 
dctails are legible. 

0 Rcp. IV p. 107. 

*° Gagé [ 11 based far-reaching conclusions on this horoscope, 
using as support an astronomically meaningless emendation of 
a corrupt passage in the Alexander romance. 


ÀCü) 

7 rap 
£ v Y 

CKpoiriov (sic) 
a <t>fjo8 to£ 

7]^ €pfxr f c ar/ 
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In the lower half of the diagram two lines are written 
for which the editors suggest a rcading àpxv(v) <x ei - The 
reading itself is by no means clear and the significance 
extremeiy doubtful. What one would expect astrologi- 
cally is KÀ7/poç ti-xt/ç which would be located in Aries, 11 
rigbt where the lower line was written. Nevertheless, 
this conjecture is not supported by the few letters which 
can be read: ... \V (or Aj/?) preceded by ap or <j> or ip 
in the upper line, <r or «»[...] yA or y* in the lower 
line (cj. fig. 12 which indicates roughly what seems to 
be still visible on the original). 



The astronomical data from the two versions agree, 
except for Júpiter, which is supposed to be in V3 in (a), 
in in ( b ). The latter version is supported also by 
(f) and (d). The editors suggested 218 December 11 
(Saturday) as the corresponding date. Since the date 
of the horoscope is given as (Seleucid Era) 530 ( = a.d. 
218/219) Aydnaios 9 (civil) 5 (lunar), the month 
Aydnaios had to be equated with December instead of 
January, as expected. But computation reveals that 
Mars, sun. \'enus, and Mercury were also one sign 
short, and it is very simple to repair all these discrepan- 
cies by going one month ahead. This is shown in the 
following comparison : 



Text 

218 Dec. 11 

219 Jan. 9 

b 

"1 

TTl 15 

TTl 17 

U 

V3 or 

W I 

15 

6 

X 

24 (!) 

X 16 

G 

V3 

y» 18 (!) 

V3 19 

9 

* 

TTl 7(!) 

^ 10 

9 

V3 

^ 25 (!) 

2T 7 (!) 

d 

X 

X 1 

X 27 


Saturday 

Saturday 
conj.: Dec. 5 

Saturday 
conj.: Jan. 4 


It is obvious that the second date is preferable. There 
remains only a small discrepancy for Mercury as is very 
common for this difficult planet. All other conditions 
are satisfied and the calendar leads to the expected 
position of Hyperberetaios beginning about 218, Octo- 
ber 7. 12 Finally Daisios coincides with June, tinis 

11 Because Ar = Xh + (X<j — Xq) = ~ 4- 2* = T. 

13 The famous hemerologia. discussed by Kubitschek [1] 


leading to the most natural date for the writer’s in- 
scription which is without a year number: 219 May 30 
Monday for Artemisios (lunar) 30 = Daisios (civil) 1. 

Since the sun is located in V3, the Horoscopos in 
it is clear that the hour must be between one and three 
of daylight. The text above the diagram of ( b ) says 
“ aljout 3rd hour” whereas (r) says “ first hour.” It 
seems as if the exact hour was unknown. 

Version (c). No copy published; cf. Rep. IV p. 115 
No. 235. Professor Welles kindly put a tracing of the 
text at our disposal; the upper part of the original is 
now broken away. 

Above the circle two lines of text: 

1. (tovc A</> \p.rjvoc\ avSrreov 6 

2. irpuTijC -qp-ípiV-rjC 

Around the circle which is divided by two perpendicular 
diameters one reads (beginning at H) 


£evc \<8p 

à| €(ii J 

d i X 6 

7 TdfJ 

apyc 


Kpt 

KpOVOC CKpOTTÍ (SIC) 

ravfj 

a<f>po to£ 

8i8 

Tj* tpp-rjc aty 

Kap 



These positions agree with version (b). 

Version (d). Circle with horizon and meridian as in 
(a) to (c). Above it inscription (copv: Rep. IV p. 115 
No. 236): 

1. ítoi’C \<f> p.7ji’oc av8ti’(or ü 

2. içara ce\r}VT)V e irepi $ a ^papunT/c 

3. eyiVTjOr) okkuc 

For the last word the editors say “ if it is a proper 
nanie, it could be the Semitic name of Alexander, or of 
Alexanders otherwise unattested (elder) twin brother. 
More probably . .. something like ó 7raiç. M 
Round the diagram we have 


Çevc v8p 


d i\6 

TrapO 

api/c 


Kpi 

KpOVOC CKOpTT 

rav 

a(f>po8 to£ 


Tf* tpp-yc aty 

KCLpK 



Version (e). Very crude circle. divided as before 
(copy: Rep. IV p. 116 No. 237). Ontside: 

£í»’C v&po A[«ü>] (?) 

d i\0v irap (?) 

identify Hyperberetaios and October for the “ Hellenes ” (i.e. 
Antioch and Syria; cj. Kubitschek [2] p. 101). Cf. also Ginzcl, 
Chron. III p. 29 ff. 
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ÜLpTjC 

KpL 

TCLVp 

StS 

/capte 


Ç17 

KpOVOC CKOp 

a<f>po to£ 
rj\ t[pp.]irjc aiy 


Inside the circle, in the lower half, is written what the 
editors interpret as ápxV éx ctç and where we vvould 
expect the Lot of Fortune; cf. version (b). 

Version (/). No copy published. Rep. IV p. 119 
No. 238: “A copy of a horoscope of which little can 
be deciphered. The legend is better preserved.” 

1. [irou? À<£'| /xt/i-Òç A vSwéov O' 

2. wp(as) TrptoTTjt í/pepivij-i, èyevrjOi) 

3. OKI2 

Version (g). No copy published. Rep. IV p. 119 
No. 239: “ An unfinished copy of the horoscope, with- 
out the quarterings or the names of constellations and 
planets. At the left of the circle occurs the vvord Irouç, 
at the right the beginning of the legend, Ztovs à<£' 

/ir/vòç. Below occurs the numeral p/x8'.” We have 

no explanation to offer for the last mentioned number 
(144). 

No. 219,11,1 

P. Warren 21 
Verso Col. I, 52-58 


TRANSCRIPTION 


1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 


(trorc) /3 avroivi v KOpv’ 

P*X“P ? €tc T V 1 ’ Ç 
<P £ WKTOC 

Kpo' CKOpmO) 

d vSpoxo» 


apyc 


Kp LO) 


, 5 tr c K 
a<ppo (l f.pp. 1 ] aiyo 


TRANSLATION 

1. Year 2 of Antoninus, 1 the Lord (?) 

2. Mekheir 6 to 7 

3. 7th hour of the night 

4. Saturn (and) Horoscopos in Scorpio 

5. Júpiter (and) sun in Aquarius 

6. Mars in Aries 

7. Yenus, moon, (and) Mercury in Capricorn 

1 Kopv' or Kvpvo' : one would expect tou tcupiou or Kaicapoc. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 4 

Cj. the bibliographical note to No. 217. 

The data of the text agree with the results obtained 
by computation for 219 February 1, which is the equiva- 
lent of VI(a) 6 after midnight. 

1 Elagabalus. 


Text 


» ) 
H f 

« ( 
O ( 



Til 




T 

V3 


Computed 
TH. 19 

after midnight 
19 
12 
T 4 
8 

13 20 
V8 23 


Fotheringham based his computations on the assump- 
tion “ that the place of observation was Arsinoe ” ( The 
Warren Papyri, p. 63). Actually this assumption plays 
no role whatsoever because the data of the horoscope 
would fit equally well if he had computed for Tripoli 
or for Basra. 


No. 219,11,12 

P. Warren 21 
Verso Col. I, 59-66 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. (ítovc) (i TOV avrov 

2. p*X tL P C£C l V 

3. í ia WKTOC 

4. Kpo ' CKOpTTLlti 

3. £«i'c d ep M i’8poxto[ 

6. aprje KpLiü 

7. atppo^ ep M aiyoKepw 

8. ceXrjvrj 8i8vpote 

5 fpt: erased. 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 2 of the same, 1 

2. Mekheir 17 to 18 

3. 11 th hour of the night 

4. Saturn in Scorpio 

5. Júpiter, sun {Mercury} in Aquarius 

6. Mars in Aries 

7. Yenus, Horoscopos, (and) Mercury in Capricorn 

8. moon in Gemini 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 4 

The date in the first line refers to the preceding horo¬ 
scope 2 which is dated “ year 2 of Antoninus, Mekheir 
6 to 7.” In the fifth line “ Mercury ” was erroneously 
mentioned with the sun but afterwards erased and cor- 
rectly listed with Venus. 

Because the present horoscope falis only 11 days later 
than the preceding one it is evident that the sun and 
the outer planets remain within their respective signs. 

One finds for 219 February 12 

1 Elagabalus; cf. No. 219,11,1. 

2 Cf. the bibliographical note to No. 217. 
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Computed 
ni 19 
£? 20 
^ 23 
T 12 
V3 21 

about 4 a.m. 

Itf 26 
X 27 

No. 220 
P. Oxy. 585 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ít[ovc . . /xcx«]p [• •] 

2 . tnpac 6 yp.tpac 

3. i)\ic cp/x 77 C 1 'Spo^w 

4. Kpovoc CKopirio > 

5. £crc i\6\'Ci apr/c 

6 . ToèoTt] a<t>po8eiTri 

7. Kpi w ceXrjvr] aiyo/ccpw 

8 . o>poc K07roc c c\ara 

9. SíSr/xoi- 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year [.. Mekhei]r [23] 

2. 9th hour of the day 

3. sun (and) Mercury in Aquarius 

4. Saturn in Scorpio 

5. Júpiter in Pisces, Mars in 

6. Sagittarius, Vénus in 

7. Aries, moon in Capricorn 

8. Horoscopos at the end of 

9. Gemini 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 4 

Computation shows perfect agreement with the date 
of the text for 220 February 18 and excludes any other 
date within manv centuries earlier and later. 


Text 

Computed 

O ) _ 

z? 29 

S \ ~~ 

7 

/ 

h m. 

TTL 30 

U X 

X 20 

5 * 

# 14 

9 T 

T 13 

í V3 

V3 22 

H end of X 

about 3 a.m. 


With H ~ X 30 the 9th (seasonal) hour requires a 
solar position toward the end of £?; 1 this confirms our 
result. 

1 For \q = 30 the time is about 8;30 seasonal hours after 

sunrise but 9 ;10 for \q = ~ 0. 


No. 227 
P. Iand. 89 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning destroyed 

1. aya6[tj riJx 7 / 

2. [yejyccic 7TToÀ[c]/xac8oc 

3. CTOi-c £ ceovrjpov a\(.£av8pov 

4. X vaK Ç w P a a PXV r]p.epac 

TRANSLATION 


1. Good Fortune 

2. Nativity of Ptolemais 

3. Year 7 of Severus Alexander 

4. Choiak 6. beginning of the second hour of the day. 

COM MENTARY 

The preserved lines are followed by blank space and 
probably belong to the end of a horoscope (cf., e.g., 
No. 138/161). No positions are preserved. The date 
is 227 December 4, assuming Alexandrian calendar. 

No. 244 

P. Warren 21 
Verso Col. I, 73-75 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. Stoyvcca (crovc) a </>£[Ài]7T7r[o]i> C7re</> 77 $ (3 rjp.(. p 

2. Kpo! ap^fc Trap6\* £cv a<f>po8 Ta[vptu] 

3. Cp/lJ/C 8[tSvpOJC 4*] KCLpKlVO) [ 

Remainder destroyed 

TRANSLATION 

Dionysia. Year 1 of Philippus, Epiphi 8, 2nd hour of 
the day. Saturn (and) Mars in [Virgo]. Júpiter (and) 
Yenus in Taurus. Mercury in Gemini. Horoscopos 
(and) sun in Câncer. [. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 4 

Computation shows good agreement for 244 July 2 
= Philippus Julius Yerus 1 XI(a) 8: 


Text 

Computed 

h i 
<5 ' 

• [TTK] 

W 

m 

23 

13 

U ( 

r » 

T 

27 

9 I 

j 

8 

23 

S 

X 

X 

24 

H | 

» O- 

after sunrise 

O 1 

> -D 

\ 

SE 

9 


Cf. also the bibliographical note to No. 217. 


Text 
h Tí\ 

O \ 
ê 


9 

H 

S 

<r 


T 




x 
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No. 245 

P. Harris 53 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning clestroyed 

1. | J r/\ioc i'|8po^ooj] 

2. [ £evc J Kpiu) 

3. \epprj\c ravfH» 

4. [Kpo]roc Çvyta 

5. [C€ \\tjvtj ap x CKopnuo 

6 . acfypo&eiTri v8po\oai 

7 . aprjC lyOvci 

TRANSLATION 


1. [Horoscopos,] sun in A[quarius] 

2. [Júpiter] in Aries 

3. [Mercury] in Taurus 

4. Satum in Libra 

5. moon in the beginning of Scorpio 

6 . Venus in Aquarius 

7. Mars in Pisces 

COM MENTARY 


This line is continued by some six or seven letters 
which, according to the editors, may either contain a 
personal name or be read as ( na)ra ce\r/(yijv) a. The last 
letters look to us like Sem. 

In the second line one can read ypa followed by the 
traces of two or three letters, perhaps [e]y pauf/c. The 
editors suggest either [pvrjcOy ó] ypá*p a [c or [cycm^ ó] 

ypáipa[c. 

Below these two lines a circle is drawn with two 
diameters roughly at 45° and 135° with respect to the 
horizontal direction. To the right of the circle, about 
the levei of the center vve read 

aiy 7/à[i]ç 

whereas the editors suggested aiyo/c[€pw]ç. Our reading 
seems not only to fit the traces very well but is sup- 
ported by the fact that the month Peritios corresponds 
roughly to January, when the sun is in Capricorn. 

To the left of the diagram one reads 818 and abo ve it 
or (much less likely) tcu>. T "iler in Gemini during 
January would suggest, e.g., the years 258, 270, 282, 
294, etc. and, less likely, 246 or even earlier. 

Abo ve the diagram perhaps the moon, thus near X 
or T. 


Diagram: pl. 5 

The restoration [£cvc] in line 2 and [epp-rj]c in line 
3 instead of the inverse arrangement is based on the 
relative length of the two words in comparison with 
the available space. In both cases Mercury has too 
great an elongation from the sun. 

Saturn in =£= and Júpiter in T would be correct for 
the years 186, 245, 305, 364. Mars, however, elimi- 
nates all but one of these dates if we take into account 
that only the months from January to March are possi- 
ble because of the solar longitude. The moon is in the 
beginning of TT\ on February 6 or one month earlier 
or later but only in February is the sun in Thus 
we obtain for 245 February 6 : 


Text 

mi „ 

o S ~~ 

\U] T 

[9] 8 

h 

í beg. of n\ 
9 

<5 X 


Computed 
sunrise 
18 
T 25 
V3 30(1!) 
=*= 9 
TTl 3 
23 

^ 24(!) 


No. 250,1 
Dura, Graffito 

“ On a piece of fallen plaster from Wall Street near 
Tower 19.” Dura, Rcp. VI No. 736, p. 246 f. with copy. 
Above the crude diagram 

[/ 1 JT 7 VOC TrepLTiov y 


No. 250,2 
P. Ryl. 524 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning and end of both columns destroyed 
I II 

1. [ ]. À€ 

2. [rptytuvw a\<f>po8ei 

3. [tt/c] 


16. a<f>\po8eiTrj] 

17. (f>U)C<j>\opOC TT]l'\ 

18. 7T€/X7rr[7;v Ta$iv c] 


4. 

[.] 

19. 

r\^y\av[tv #aycn>] 


5. 


20. 

fievoc .. 

■] 

6. 

[ra£u # CTvy^xarc»' 

21. 

aiy OK€p[ . 

ac] 

7. 

[/«vovjievjoc tj' 

22. 

repoiv à[. 

Tpi\ 

8. 

fi]oLpo)V 

23. 

yo)Viú t(8to> a<f>aLp€ i] 

9. 

f. . . oi#c]a> Sloc 

24. 

TOLC aptlOfÁOLc] 


10. 

\Tpiyu)]vio a 

25. 

eojay 8r[cu # ] 


11. 

[pcouc .]r 

26. 

leppr/c] 


12. 

1.] 

27. 

crfiÁ/3wv tv to>] 


13. 

I.] 

28. 

Cw[8itu .] 


14. 

| Trjv SevjTcpav 

29. 

#ca[. 


15. 

[raítv criry^apcr] 

30. 

I. 



The reverse contains 

in a 

second hand: 



• •••]“' w e P 
... 




1 

Xe : or perhaps X only. 





6 raiiv: chosen among other possibilities because this seems 
to have the right number of letters for the length of line; 
similarly for Kivovfievoc in 7 and in 19/20. 

11: perhaps 

18/19 erm/’ \avtv : oossiblv one should read v instead of y’ 
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since 7 and v are interchaugeable beíore 7 . k, and x (f/. No. 14. 
linc 7) and v appears in a form similar to this, with horizontal 
transverse, at least in the Ptolemaic period (r/. Schubart, Pafiyri 
Graecac Bcrolincnscs pl. 4c). 

20-23: A possible restoration would be 

Kivovjptvoc ífjrt tuv tv] 
aí 70 Kep[ou pivt ac] 

Ttposv X[a/íjrpu>í< rpi^aivu 

TRANSLATION 

I 

1- I.]■•• 

2. [triangle of] Ven- 

3. jusl 

4- [.] 

5. [.... had] the first 

6. I place, ] 

7. [moving] in 

8. | Pisces ... J degrees 

9. (house] of Júpiter 

10. [triangle] of M- 

11. [ ars.] 

12. [.] 

13- f.] 

14. [had the se]cond 

15. [place.] 

II 

16. Ve [nus] 

17. Phosphjoros, had the] 

18. fifth | place,] 

19. [mo-] 

20. ving [.] 

21. Capricorn [_] 

22. [.... tri-] 

23. angle of itsfelf, subtracting] 

24. frotn its numjbers (of longitude)] 

25. evening set[ting] 

26. [Mercury,] 

27. Stfilbon in the ... ] 

28. zo [ diacal sign .... ] 

29. .. [. 

30. [. 

COMMF.NTARY 1 

The text is divided into sections, one for each planet. 
These sections are partly designated by ordinal num- 
bers. The word “ first ” appears in the second section 
(lines 4-11) the word “second” occurs in the next 
section (lines 12 ff.). In the second column the section 
of Venus is associated with “ fifth.” 

From line 25 we know that Venus was morning star 
in VS and near its last visibility. Consequently the sun 

1 Previously published: Neugebauer—Van Hoesen [1]. 


niust have about 15° more longitude than \’enus, that 
is to say it must he in VS or 25r. From the note on the 
reverse we know that we are dealing with the first hour 
of the day. Tlius the Horoscopos must be about 2 T or 
X. Mercury is always near the sun and in our case 
must he hetween Venus and the sun. 

We can furthermore determine the longitude of the 
object No. 1. From line 9, “House of Júpiter,” we 
have only / or )( at our disposal. Lines 10/11 can 
only he restored “ Triangle of Mars ” or “ of Venus.” 
Neither Mars nor Venus rules a triangle which ccn- 
tains Z', but Mars and Venus in daytime govern the 
triangle S TT]. X. Thus X is the only possible restora¬ 
tion in line 8. We furthermore restore Mars in line 11 
and not Aphrodite, because of the length of the line. 
The blank space above the section of Venus in column 
II suggests that we are dealing with the beginning of 
a column. Thus column I must concern Nos. 1 to 4, 
column II No. 5 ( $ ), No. 6(5), and No. 7. It is 
furthermore clear that at least one more column must 
have preceded column I. 

These facts suggest the following restoration of the 
structure of the text. It began with an introduction, 
now completely lost, and with the description of the 
Horoscopos, the last two lines of which are partly 
preserved in lines 1 to 3. We restore “ [triangle] of 
Venus ” which includes for daytime the sign of K. 
Then begins the enumeration of the celestial bodies fol¬ 
lowing the order of the zodiac: beginning with No. 1 
in X and ending with No. 5 = Venus in VS, No. 6 = 
Mercury in VS and finally the sun as No. 7 in V3 or 
2 T. Unfortunately these elements do not sufiice for an 
astronomical dating. Paleographically the early third 
century seems likely. 

No. 258 

P. Oxy. 1563 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. Ç (crorc) Twy Kvpuoy i][p\o»v ovaAepiuvov [xai 

■yaAÀiryvolij /cat KopvyAiov caAowewov 

2. cc|^a]crtoi' 0oj6 k0 [wpa Ç rrjc ] i/pepac 

3. KpOVOC l\0l<CL fjLOl(pO) V ) #?)' .... 

4. a.pr t c £«rc KapKivio /x[oi(pw»') .... <7r]t[#co'r]poi 

5. a</>|/>|o8ttTT/ Àtorn poi(pun) .... 

6. T/A[t]c Çxryu) pLOl(pu)v) 

7. f-ppt]C ^r[y<o] poi(pu)v) y/ 

8. ce[A]f/i’T/ [i-SpoIxoo» poi(piov) #c[. . . ]. . py 

9. wpocKoir{oc aiyjoKepo [.] 

2: The date 29 (*.-») is certain. The editors read 27 (*f) 
but the apparent ? is only the result of a prolonged stroke of 
the k, which thus connects with the lower part of the 0. 

3-8: All around our text are traces of writing. It seems to 
us very doubtful whether minutes of longitude were indicated. 
A number 43 at the end of line 8 is certain, but it is written 
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somewhat out of line and it is therefore doubtful whether it 
belongs to our text. 

4 eir)i[Kevr]poi: For the importance of the centers cf., e.g., 
Vettius Valens p. 22,27 or p. 49,33. We restore a similar passage 
in No. 260 line 7. 

8 [i-5po]xou>: this reading agrees better with the traces than 
[oi7o]Kepw and is astronomically necessary. 

The editors transcribe one more line where they read the 
proper name Eunopha. In the present State of preservation 
(as it appears in the photograph) we see no trace of this name. 

TRANSLATION 

1. (Year) 6 of our lords, Valerian [and Gallienus] 

and Cornelius Saloninus, 

2. Augusti. Thoth 29 [6th hour of] the day. 

3. Saturn in Pisces 2 (?) degrees. 

4. Mars (and) Júpiter in Câncer . . degrees, [in cenjter 

5. Venus in Leo [19 (?)] degrees .... 

6. sun in Libra 3 degrees 

7. Mercury in Libra 3 degrees 

8. moon in [Aquarius] 20[-}-xj degrees ... 

9. Horoscopos in Capricorn [. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 5 

The chronological interest of this and related horo- 
scopes is discussed in Oxyrhynchos Papyri vol. XII 
p. 229 ff. The astronomical data were checked by 
Fotheringham but for a date which is tvvo days too 
early (258 September 24 instead of September 26) 
because of an erroneous reading of the date. 

The high accuracy of Fotheringham’s computations 
is in any case fictitious. It makes no sense to operate 
with local Oxyrhynchos time when the moment for 
which the computation has to be made shows a margin 
of uncertainty of about one hour either way. It is 
furthermore evident that the ancient computations were 
based on tables computed for “ Lower Egypt ” without 
any distinction between Alexandria and Oxyrhynchos 
or any other locality in northern Egypt. The longitude 
of Mars, as given by Fotheringham, is the result of a 
computing error of about 10°. 

The agreement between text and computation for 258 
September 26 is very good, showing Júpiter and Mars 
in almost exact conjunction and setting: 


h 

Text 

X 2( ?) 

Computed 
X 6 

<5 } 
U ) 

s [•••] 

EB 13 

EB 12 

2 

a 19(?) 

a 20 

O 

^ 3 

=£= 3 

2 

=2* 3 

12 

<r 

[ 2 T] 20 [+ x] 

2T 21 


The discrepancy in the case of Mercury is undoubtedly 
caused by the inaccuracy of the ancient tables for this 
troublesome planet. 

The present horoscope was found together with No. 
260 and was written by the same hand. 


No. 260 

P. Oxy. 1476 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. a (trove) fiaKpmavov Kai kvit/tov 

2 . cefiaCTwv (f>a(D(f>i (3/ i/pepac 

3. $ 1 / 7reir\i]p<j)p.evT] poi(pojv) P/ 

4. 0)fJOCK07TOC v8prj)(OV flOL(pwv) KT] 

5. Kpovov Kpeiw ia/ Àe[7r](r(üv > *§/ aKptDVV 

6 . ktov a<t>aipeTi{Ko]c 

7. aprje Acorri €7r[i#cc]r|r]poc 

8. £cvc 7rap0ei'(ú y ÀC7ttoíp 

9. a<f>po8i.iTr) 7 rapOtviD f lí 

10. tpp-qc irapOtvw Ky p8/ 

11. rjKioc £vyco rj/ 

12. ccAJtjKvt/) a[iyo*c(ep<ij)] poi(p<nv) tj/ A€7t(t<jov ) w/ 

13. capa7r[a]fip.[íu]i'OC 

5/6 Kpovov and aKpuwKTov: sic, not -oc. 

7 íjr[í«e]ijT]poc : Fotheringham suggested “ that the mutilated 
word means ‘ at the very beginning Our restoration assumes 
similarity with No. 258 line 4. 

TRANSLATION 

1. Year 1 of Macrinianus and Quietus. 

2. Augusti, Phaophi 2, the 10th hour of the day 

3. completed (and) 2 degrees. 

4. Horoscopos in Aquarius 28 degrees 

5. Saturn in Aries 11 (and) 32 minutes, in 

6. opposition and retrograde 

7. Mars in Leo in center 

8. Júpiter in Virgo 3 (and ..) minutes 

9. Yenus in Virgo 8;16 

10. Mercury in Virgo 23 ;44 

11. sun in Libra 8 

12. moon [in Capricorn] 8 degrees (and) 32 minutes 

13. (Nativity) of Sarapammon 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 5 

For the chronological importance of this horoscope 
and its relation to No. 258 cf. Oxyrh. Pap. vol. XII 
p. 229 ff. and A. Stein in Archiv 7 (1924) p. 34 f. 
The accurate date. 260, September 29, was established 
by Fotheringham. who found good agreement between 
text and computation. 



Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

H 

2T 28 

2T 26 ;32 

4-1:30 

h 

T 11:32 

T 5 ;46 

4-6 

6 

a (?) 

a 0;8 


U 

rrz 3 

ttç 3 ;35 

— 0;30 

9 

tt V. 8;16 

n 11 ;1 

— 3 

2 

tt$ 23 ;44 

vrz 27:23 

— 4 

O 

^ 8 

6; 19 

4-2 

(T 

[V?] 8 ;32 

V3 9 ;58 

— 1 

The 

position of 

Saturn i« far 

different from the 
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correct value. This lias, of course, no influence on the 
fact that Saturn is practically in opposition to the sun 
and thus retrograde. 

The accuracy in the indication of time, 10 hours and 
2degrees 8minutes), is most unusual and obviously 
senseless. Computation vvith Theon’s tables lead for 
the latitude of Alexandria to 9;53,36 equinoctial hours 
after sunrise which is equivalent to 10;6,24,... seasonal 
hours or 10 seasonal hours plus 1 ;34 ~ 2 time degrees, 
in excellent agreement with the text. 

In line 8 the scribe forgot to enter the minutes of the 
longitude of Júpiter. 

The text is also published, with a translation, in 
Hunt-Edgar, Sei. P., p. 444f. (No. 200). 

No. 277 
PSI 764 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ayaOrj TV)çr) ytvtcic Bíiovi [rov] 

2. /? (írorc) irpofiov tv(3i #cÇ 

3. 4* p/ ijptpac 

4. KpOVOC CKOpTTllü 

5. Ça ’C apr/c cíXtjvt] 

6. aiyoKcpu) 

7. a<t>po8iTTi i^Bvci 

8. (pp-fjc t)\lOC v8pt]\OU) 

9. o>pa v8pT)xow 

10 . 8ievn<xu 

9 upa : sic for upocKovoc. 

TRANSLATION 

1. With good fortune. Nativity of Theoninus 

2. 2nd year of Probus, Tybi 26, 

3. 2nd hour of day 

4. Saturn in Scorpio 

5. Júpiter, Mars, (and) moon 

6. in Capricorn 

7. Venus in Pisces 

8. Mercury (and) sun in Aquarius 

9. Horoscopos in Aquarius. 

10. Goodluck! 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 5 

Except for Mars and Venus, computation for 277 
January 21 confirms the data of the text (Alexandrian 
calendar) : 


Text 

Computed 

* 

m 

"1 

10 

2í] 


V3 

10 


- V3 

«vw 

16 (!) 



V3 

30 


Text 

Computed 

9 X 

6 (!) 

5 l ~ 

£? 19 

O \ ~~ 


H jr 

about 7 a.m. 


No. 282 

P. Cornell, Inv. No. 78 

(unpublished *) 

Photo: pl. 31 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ay adi] tv\t) 

2. ycvccic a (trove) Kaptvov 6o>6 tÇ 

3. 4* a f i X r l 6 4* v8prjxoo> 

4. £evc ceXfjin] KapKivui > 

5. a^pohíTTj Àtovrt 

6. rjXioc (pp-rje ira.p6e.vo) 

7. Kpovoc to[£o]tt; 
remaining lines destroyed 

TRANSLATION 

1. Good fortune. 

2. Nativity, year 1 of Carinus, Thoth 16, 

3. beginning of the 9th hour (of the day) ; Horo¬ 

scopos in Aquarius 

4. Júpiter and moon in Câncer 

5. Venus in Leo 

6. sun and Mercury in Virgo 

7. Saturn in Sagittarius 
[8. Mars in Capricorn] 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 5 

The agreement between text and computation is ex¬ 
cellent for 282 September 13: 


Text 

Computed 

H 

about 3 p.m. 


5 18 

d s 

S 3 

9 a 

a io 

° 1 no 

TTR 20 

S \ TO 

TO 29 

*> * 

* 29 


The entry for Mars is destroyed, but the arrangement 
according to increasing longitudes places Mars between 
Saturn in Sagittarius and the Horoscopos in Aquarius, 
exactly as expected from computation (VS 14). 

1 We are indebted to the late Professor W. L. Westermann, 
who identified this horoscopc in the Cornell collection, for per- 
mission to publish the text in the present volume. 
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No. 283 

P. Oxy. 1564 

TRANSLATION 1 

1. Nativity of Pichime 

2. Year 1 of Carinus, Phamenoth 

3. 27, lst hour of the day 

4. Horoscopos (and) sun in Aries, 

5. Mars in Taurus 

6. moon (and) Júpiter in Câncer 

7. Saturn in Capricorn 

8. Mercury (and) Venus in Pisces. 

9. Good luck! 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 5 

Computation for 283 March 23 confirms the text 


\ erso. The editors read 

L LA a \ ^io(KÁTjTiarov) 

2. 'A dvp 18 \ // 

3. «õp(a) Ç la-KTÓç 

Except for the last line vve see only faint traces vvhich 
inight belong to three lines (notonly two) and the whole 
possibly might be restored as follows 

la. [(crovc)] a Slok 

lb. [À]7ynavou 

2. \aO\vp 18 

3. 4* Ç 11'KTOC 

4: ^Traces at the end inight be the expected a (eroi-c). 

11 " : traces of a letter following i. 

12 X: or k[ ]. 

13 t}: õj not impossible. 


Text 

Computed 

H / 

CY> 

about 

6 A.M. 

Of 

1 

T 

2 

<5 

8 

8 

15 

<r '( 

V 

O” 


0 


—D 

Eõ 

14 

b 


VS 

16 

51 t 

V 

X 

4 

? f 

7t 

X 

13 


No. 284 
PSI 765 


TRANSCRIPTION 

Recto 


1. ay aOr) Tvyif Kara tov 

2. a.vaSofttvTa. fxoi %povoy 


3. vi to Ctj (f>i\TaTT) cyevTjOrjc 

4. TTJC 6HTlt^TjCTaT7jC 

5. SiOKÀjjTiavov fiaciÁiac 

6. jtuvi Kar' cWrjvac aOvp 

7- .8 S// ZS// VVKTOC 

8. ovtojc e^ovci oi 

9. acrcpatc ccrt 8c 

10. y/Àtoc CKopirnú poipcov i0 
1 1 . ceXrjinj ravpio poipiúv 77 

12. Kpovoc cuyoKtpw po:pwv À 

13. £cvc 7 rapOevü) poipiov t] 

14. aprjc í\6vcl poipwv id 

15. a<f>po8iTr) cKopTTUú poiptüv [...] 

16. €pjU7^C CKOpTTLis) pOLpWV [...] 

17. cop[oc]ic[o7roc ÀeovTt poipwv ...] 

18. 

19. .[. 

remainder destroyed 


1 The original which should be in Washington University, St. 
Louis, is now lost. 


TRANSLATION 

1. With good fortune. According to the 

2. date given me 

3. by vou, dearest (lady), you were born 

4. in the blessed 

5. reign of Diocletian, (year one) 

6. according to the Greek (calendar) the month Athyr 

7. the 14th, 6th hour of night. 

8. Thus stand the 

9. stars, that is: 

10. sun in Scorpio 19 degrees 

11. moon in Taurus 10 [-f-x] degrees 

12. Saturn in Capricorn 30 degrees 

13. Júpiter in Virgo 8 degrees 

14. Mars in Pisces 19 degrees 

15. Venus in Scorpio [..] degrees 

16. Mercury in Scorpio [.. ] degrees 

17. PIoroscopos [in Leo ..] de[grees] 


Verso 

1. (year) 1 of Diocletian 

2. Athyr 14 

3. 6th hour of night 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 6 

The editors interpreted the traces of the date on the 
reverse as “year 31 of Diocletian” (a.d. 314). Com¬ 
putation of the planetary positions for this date, how- 
ever, shows total disagreement. The only possible date 
turns out to be the first year of Diocletian, as is shown 
by the following comparison for 284 November 10. 


Diocletian 

1 III(a) 14: 

Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

O 

TTl 19 

TTl 19 

0 

d 

8 10[+x] 

8 19 


h 

V3 30 

V? 24 

+ 6 
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U TTJ 8(?) TTK 18 

$ X 19 X 21 

9 TTL I ] ttl 6 

9 TTl [ J Ttl 7 



For the 6 th hour of night the Horoscopos must be some- 
where between about ,<T 3 and Sl 23. 


b beg. of X 8 29 

U X X 22 

Ç leaving £1 ÍL 30 

The reading of the last word in line 7 is very doubtful. 

Perhaps it means “ many (degrees)” in Sagittarius. 
The moon is in first quarter. 


No. 293,VIII 


No. 293,XII 
P. Fouad 7 


P. Oxy. 1565 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. 8 (ctovc) Kai T] (crovc) KCU a (ctovc) 7rÀT;poi’/x[cJ 

2. vou CTrayopcvwv e lopa a 

3. -qpcpaic 

4. wpa r)\ioc irapdíviú 

5. a<t>poüiTT) £i>y«o 

6 . apT]C C KOpTTÍW 

7. cíAt7v[t/1 toÇott] •7roÀÀ[a]i’ 

8. Kpovoc [8]i[8]vp.oic ap\ac 

9. £[cv]c hi.8yp.oic 

10. \cp\prjc ÀeovTi c£[.]. 

9 f[ev]c : the traces agree very badly with the only plausible 
rcstoration. 

10: The editors read epn-qc òi oXou rov {[o]avov Xeolv] lro]c 
assuming “an unprecedented use of the word (iòavov ‘ jmage’) 
for a sign of the zodiac.” We should expect a term for “ going 
out ” or “ leaving.” 

TRANSLATION 

1. 9th (year) and 8th (year) and lst (year) completed 

2. 5th (day) of the epagomenai, lst hour 

3. of the day. 

4. Horoscopos (and) sun in Virgo 

5. Venus in Libra 

6. Mars in Scorpio 

7. moon in Sagittarius far advanced(?) 

8. Saturn in the beginning of Gemini 

9. [Júpiter] in Gemini 

10. Mercury in Leo, going out (?) 


TRANSCRIPTION 

Beginning destroyed 

1. [t/ÀiOc] CV ToÇoTTp 

2 . [ceÀTpJfj cv irapdtv 101 

3. [ Kpovoc I CV Tavptoi 

4 . [Çtvc] cv hihvpoic 

5. |apr/c| cr aiyoKcpat 
remainder destroyed 


TRANSLATION 

Beginning destroyed 

1. [sun] in Sagittarius 

2 . [nioojn in Yirgo 

3. [Saturn] in Taurus 

4. [Júpiter] in Gemini 

5. [Mars] in Capricorn 


Between lines 1 and 2 and between lines 4 and 5 is a 
free space of about half a line in height. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 6 

In line 2 a final 77 suggests the restoration of either 
ccA TjvTj or a<f>po8irr). The arrangement of the zodiacal 
signs does not follow their natural order. Therefore, 
we may assume that the text follows the order of the 
planets. The mention of Venus in line 2 would neces- 
sitate supplying in lines 4 and 5 the Horoscopos and 
another center but Gemini and Capricorn are neither 
diametrically opposite to each other nor 90° distant. 
Thus Venus is excluded and we must restore the moon 
in line 2 . 

Under these assumptions a possible date would be 
293 December 8 because the sun is at this date in 17, 
the moon about TTg 20, Saturn in 8 23, Júpiter in X 20, 
and Mars in VS 21. 


No. 316 

Grenfell [1] 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 6 

The initial date refers to the 9th year of Diocletian, 
and the 8 th year of Maximianus and the first year of 


the Caesars Constantius 

and Galerius. Computation 

for Diocletian 8 Epag. 5 = 293 August 28 shows good 
agreement with the text: 

Text 

Computed 

I}- 

about 6 a.m. 

n 5 

9 =*= 

=*= 21 

ê m 

TTL 5 

<r ^ 

* 26 


TRANSLATION 1 

1. Good fortune. Nativity 

2. of Heracleides. 

3. 33rd year of Diocletian 

4. <Phaophi> Thoth 28 

5. 5th hour of day 

6 . sun and Mercury in Libra 

7. moon in Câncer 

8 . Saturn in Aquarius 

4 <Phaophi>: crossed out. Phaophi is not the equivalent in 
the Egyptian calendar of Alexandrian Thoth. 

6 Sun and Mercury: k<x< written above the line. 

1 We were not able to learn the present location of the text 
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9. Júpiter in Gemini 

10. Mars in Aries 

11. Venus in Virgo 

12. Horoscopos 

13. in Sagittarius 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 6 

One obtains exact agreement for 316 September 25 
which is the date corresponding to Diocletian 33 I(a) 
28: 


8. Mars in Can [cer] 

9. sun (and) Ven(us in Capricorn] 

10. inoon [in Gemini] 

11. Nativity [of.] 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 6 

The date of this horoscope was changed from Dio¬ 
cletian 37 Tybi 4 (=320 December 30) to Diocletian 
38 Tybi 4 (=321 December 30). Computing for both 
dates one obtains: 


Text 

Computed 

Text 

320 Dec. 30 

321 Dec. 30 

OI 

^ 3 

H ( 

[....] 

about 4 a.m. 

about 4 a.m. 

* í “ 

^ 27 

» í 

* 17 

* 27 

í ^ 

25 0 

b 

[....] 

T 17 

8 2 

T-> ~~ 

2T 27 

V 


^ 6 

TTl 4 (!) 

U X 

X 1 

ê 

25 

25 4 

V3 10 (!) 

ê T 

T 11 

O 1 

[....] 

V3 10 

vs 10 

$ TV 

TTB 10 

9 ( 

V3 1 

V3 30 

H * 

about 11 a.m. 

d 

[....] 

X 19 

TTL 6 


No. 320 


P. Iand. 88 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ayaOrj tv\t] y[evccic .... 

2. ctoc ÀtjJ.... 

3. \i i StOKÀT;Tiav[oit] 

4. tv/?i 8 w[pa .... 

5. ojpa epp.\ tjC .... 

6 . KpOVOC [. . . . 

7. £cvc £[vyw .... 

8. olPV c ««[pâctvoj] 

9. C rj\ioc a(t>[poSiTTj .... 

10. ceÀijmj [. . . . 

followed by empty space and 

11. ycvtcic [. 

remainder destroyed 


2 Xtj : probably the same correctiou of Xf to X»? as in the 
next line. 

3 Xtj : tj written over f. 

4 u[pa : or 4 ; cf., e.g., Nos. 277 and 282. 

9 77 X 10 C : corrected from 77 X 10 *. The c in the margin of the 
line corresponds to the c written above the v of 17 X 101 ». 

Traces of previous writing are visible at different points. 


TRANSLATION 

1. Good Fortune. N[ativity of ... 

2. year 3 [8 .... 

3. 38 of Diocletian 

4. Tybi 4 [llth] hour [of the night] 

5. Horoscopos (and) Mercury [in Sagittarius] 

6. Saturn [in Aries] 

7. Júpiter in L[ibra] 


From this comparison it is evident that only the original 
earlier date corresponds to the longitudes of Júpiter 
and Mars given in the text. In neither case is the moon 
in the same sign with sun and Venus, thus we have to 
assume a greater length for line 9 than for the ones 
immediately preceding. 


No. 326 

Louvre 10.390 

(unpublished) 

Photo: pl. 30 

Parchment folded in zigzag, the ends pasted to stiff 
cover. Size of the pages about 51 X 58 mm. The first 
three pages contain some legal statements, followed by 
signatures, but without a date. Then follow three empty 
pages, and finally two pages inscribed by another hand 
and upside down as compared with the text at the be- 
ginning. This obviously later text is a horoscope, pub- 
lished here for the first time. We are obliged to Dr. 
J. Doresse for drawing our attention to this horoscope 
and for providing us with a photograph. 

TRANSCRIPTION 

I 

1 . ayaOrj T\'\rj 

2. yevtcic Koirpiov 

3. p.(i (ctovc ) a 7 ro &lok\t)Ticlvov 

4. ficx ct P iS ã TjpLepac 

5. wpaCKOiroc xÃprf^ow 

6. $ x<8pr)\oo) 

II 

7. KpOVOC SlòvpLOLC 
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8. £cvc o.prjC í\6vcl 

9. tjÁioc epprjC v8prj\o 

10 . a<f>po8irr] aiyoKtpw 

11 . Kpovoc 8 l8\'p.oic 

12 . ce\rjV7i ^vyu> 

5 mpacKoiroc : sic ; cf. No. 338. 

7: followed by signs written on the left part of page III, 
perhaps poi 5 (or po iç). 

8 : followed perhaps by a k written on page III. 

9: followed by iç (or ic ?) written on page III. 

12 : followed by a sign whieh is either ç or ç, written on 
page III. 

TRANSLATION 

I 

1. Good fortune 

2. Nativity of Koprios 

3. year 42 of Diocletian, 

4. Mekheir 14, hour 1 of the clay. 

5. Horoscopos in Aquarius 

6. Horoscopos in Aquarius 

II 

7. Saturn in Gemini 

8. Júpiter (and) Mars in Pisces 

9. sun (and) Mercury in Aquarius 

10. Venus in Capricorn 

11. Saturn in Gemini 

12. moon in Libra 

COM M ENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 6 

Computation for the given date, Diocletian 42, Mekheir 
(VI) 14, (=326 February 8) leads to the following 
comparison 



Text 


Computed 

H 



about 6 a.m. 


X 6( ?) or 

16( ?) 

X 29 

U i 

X 


2T 29 

<5 í 

20(?) 

X 13 

oi 



2T 20 

5 f 

A**' 

16( ?) 

1 

1 

9 

V3 


V3 8 

d 


6( ?) 

^ 10 


The agreement is good except for the rather doubtful 
numbers of degrees which the text seems to add. 

No. 338 
PSI 23,a 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ayadr) TVXV 

2. ytvícic tppTjCuo[voc 1 

3. Vt (crovc) StoKÀ7/Tiavov 


4. X OLaK *V ac y WKTOC 

5. topaCKoiroc Acorri pvp/ iy 

6. r/Xioc aiyoytpw: pvp/ v 

7. ctXi/i-T] CKopirioi : pvp/ Àc 

8 . Kpovoc to^otij pvp/ 0 á! a 

9. Çci's ix<9i’ci: pvp / k($ 

10 . apr/c aiyoyepu) pvp/ 18 Z, 

11. a.<frpoTi8rj\ CKOpmw pvp/ k6 

12 . cpprjc aiyoycpw pvp/ lS 

13. KÀT/poc tv^t/c irapQtvu) pvp/ kO 

14. K\(rjpoc) 8a:povoe 8i8[r]p.oic pvp/ K 

15 . K\{rjpoc) tpiDTOc to£|ot]t7 pvp/ ic 

16. K\(rjpoc) avayKijC r[arpcu] pvp/ i Àc 6 

17. r/ 7 Tpoycvapcvrj airoKporcic 

18. çycrcro àiSvpoic pvp/ fi Àc/ pB 

19. OLKOV k\lOV OptOlC 0 KpOVOV 8lp/ 

20 . olkov Kpovov op’o c tppov 8ip/ a 

21. olkov apODC op/rrç eppov 8ip/ /3 

22 . olkov 8coc opiocc 8ioc 8cp/ a 

23. olkov &oc opioic apewc 8ip/ y 

24. ou cor Kpovov opioic a<f>pori8y 8ip/ /S 

25. olkov apewc opioLC Kpovov 8 lp/ y 

26. OLKOV Kpovov OpLOLC a<f>poTi8r) 8 lp/ (3 

27. OLKOV eppov OpLOLC KpOVOV 8Lp/ y 

28. OLKOV 8lOC OpLOLC CK^pOTlS^ 8l/x/ /? 

29. oucov apcwc opLOLC eppov 8lp/ (3 

30. oikov cppav opioic ap€o>c 8ip/ y 

5 upacKoiroc : sic ; cf. No. 326. 

13 k6 : the editors read kc but k6 is equally possible and is 
required by the fact that the kXt/po s tí>xvs falis in the terms of 
Saturn (line 27) which extend only from rq? 28 to TTJ 30. 

16 r[avpw] : Dr. V. Bartoletti kindly writes us: “ Ie tracce 
sono molto incerte, tuttavia a me pare xf/>i$], meno probabile 
rfaúpy].” Computation favors Taurus. 

19 k\iov : the editors read tjXíov but k seems certain. 

19 0 Kpovov: the editors read Õ Kpóvov but we see no bar 
over the 6 nor is there any number expectcd in this context. 

20 opioic eppov: the editors read òpiou yXiov. 

21 the editors read i but there are not ten decans in a 
sign. The reading /3 is not only required by the context but fits 
the traces very well. 

30: The final line is actually drawn below line 31 which is 
the first line of the next horoscope (No. 376b). 

TRANSLATION 

1. With good fortune. 

2. Nativity of Hermesion 

3. 55th (year) of Diocletian 

4. Choiak 28th to 29th; 3rd (hour) of night 

5. Horoscopos in Leo, 13 degrees 

6. sun in Capricorn, 50 ( !) degrees 

7. moon in Scorpio, 35(!) degrees 1 

8. Saturn in Sagittarius, 9 degrees, 1 minute 

1 If we interpret Xe not as a numeral but as abbreviation for 
Xejrro (cf. lines 16 and 18) we could translate “moon in Scorpio, 
degrees, [.. ] minutes,” assuming omission of the number of 
degrees. 
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9. Júpiter in Pisces, 22 degrees 

10. Mars in Capricorn, 14 degrees, 6 minutes 

11. Venus in Scorpio, 29 degrees 

12. Mercury in Capricorn, 19 degrees 

13. Lot ot Fortune in Virgo, 25 degrees 

14. Lot of Dainion in Gemini, 20 degrees 

15. Lot of Eros in Sagittarius, 15 degrees 

16. Lot of Necessity in [Taurus]. 10 degrees, 9 minutes 

17. The preceding à-n-ÓKpovms 

18. occurred in Gemini. 2 degrees, 49 minutes 

19. House of the sun, terms of Saturn, decan 2 

20. House of Saturn, terms of Mercury, decan 1 

21. House of Mars, terms of Mercury, decan 2 

22. House of Júpiter, terms of Júpiter, decan 1 

23. House of Júpiter, terms of Mars, decan 2 

24. House of Saturn, terms of Venus, decan 2 

25. House of Mars, terms of Saturn, decan 3 

26. House of Saturn, terms of Venus, decan 2 

27. House of Mercury, terms of Saturn, decan 3 

28. House of Júpiter, terms of Venus, decan 2 

29. House of Mars, terms of Mercury, decan 2 

30. House of Mercurv. terms of Mars. decan 3 


338 Hermesion 

351 Hermeione 

366 Nilammon 

370 Cyrillous 

373 Hermeion 

376a, 1) Joannes (or Joanna) 

381a. 1) Cyrus 

385 Nestia (also called Apollonia) 
suggest a family connection betvveen all these persons. 

The lines 19 to 30 continue, line by line, the lines 5 
to 16. For example. one has to connect line 5 “ Horo- 
scopos in Leo. 13 degrees," and line 19: “ house of the 
sun, terms of Saturn, decan 2,” and similarly in all 
other cases. Tliis error in arrangement confirms the 
character of this document as a later copy made from 
individual texts. 

The decans are denoted by St/x/ which the editors 
suggested may stand for 8ip.oipm': because this makes 
no sense as a synonym of decans vve suggest 8Lap.epicp.wv 
“ division.” For the omission of an interior a see Mayser. 
Grainni. I p. 149. 



i%it. 

Horosc. 

Trivate 

Molt. 

Complaint 

Horosc. 

Mu tt 

Admlniitr ativa 

Molt. 

Horosc. 

Table. 

366 

accooryfc 

Table, 

of 

373 

Tàble, 

acco unt 

Table, 

338 

line» 

376 a 


li nes 

houaewife 

351 

Unes 


lines 

376 b 

97 to 

381a 

Herm. 

1 to 


385 

1 78 to 

Hermesion 

259 to 


177 

3 7 0 


97 


381 lo 

258 


335 



Figure 13. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 7 

The horoscope of Hermesion (born 338) is the first, 
and most elaborate, of a group of eight horoscopes which 
were published as PSI 22, 23, and 24. All these horo¬ 
scopes were copied down, in all probability by Her¬ 
mesion himself, on three leaves of papyrus which contain 
also two accounts, written by Hermesion, and a large 
multiplication table in the same hand. One page was 
previously inscribed with a complaint of a housevvife 
against her husband, but shows no connection with 
Hermesion or the other persons vvhose horoscopes were 
collected here. The arrangement of these texts is 
schematically represented in fig. 13. The dates of these 
collected horoscopes 


Two obvious errors occur in the lines 6 and 7. In 
the first place we find V3 50. in the second TíL 35, thus 
numbers greater than the maximum of 30° for positions 
within a zodiacal sign. One may assume a copyist’s 
error either in the number of degrees or an omission 
of degrees and inclusion of minutes. 

In lines 17 and 18 it is said that a “ preceding . . .” 
occurred in Gemini 2:49 o . The editors read a-noKpacic 
but no such term seems to be attested elsewhere. We 
suggest airoKpoycic and assume a connection with a doc- 
trine which appears in Vettius Valens V.8 (p. 216 ff. 
Kroll). There the moon is said to à-iroupoveiv in the sign 
opposite to the sign of conjunction. 2 Now the preceding 

2 The preceding full moon liappened December 14 about X 24, 
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conjunction happenecl November 28 in /■ 7 whicli is 
very ncarly opposite to X 2;49. Though the details 
escape us by vvhich this specific position was computed 
vve fecl that we might have here an application of the 
above mentionecl doctrine of Vettius Valens. 

The positions given agree fairly well with computa- 
tion for the date Diocletian 55 IV(a) 28 = 338 Decem- 
ber 24 about 8 p.m. One finds 

Text Computed Text—comp. 


H 

Sl 

13 

8 

P.M. 


O 

V3 

50(!) 

V3 

4 


<c 

TTl 

35(!) 

TU 

27 


r, 


9:1 

# 

10 

— 1 

lí 

X 

22 

X 

23 

— 1 

6 

VS 

14 ;6 

V3 

15 

— 1 

9 

Hl 

29 

TTl 

29 

0 

9 

V5 

19 

VS 

12 

+ 7 


It is possible to determine the positions of sun and 
moon within narrow limits in spite of the errors in lines 
6 and 7. For the sun we know that its longitude belongs 
to the first decan of V? and to the terms of Mercury 
(line 20) thus vve have 

A© = 270 4- .r 0 ^ x ^ 7 

and can expect on the basis of our calculation 3 that x 
is not far from 4. The moon is in the second decan of 
TTb and in the terms of Mercury (line 21), thus 

Aí = 221 + y 0 ^ y ^ 8 

and the elongation 

Aí — Aq = — 49 -f- y — x = — 49 — z 

— S^z = x — y^7. 

We know, furthermore. that the longitude of the Horo- 
scopos is A h = Sl 13 = 133, and the longitude of the 
Lot of Fortune A F = tt\ 29 = 179. For a birth at night 
we have the relation 

A f = Ah — (Aí — Ao) = 179 = 133 —|— 49 -f* z 

or z = x — y — — 3. Consequently, 

x — y — 3 and 0 5= .r 5= 5; 3 ^ y = 8. 

In other words the longitude of the sun can only vary 
between V? 0 and VS 5 and the longitude of the moon 
correspondingly between TT1_ 14 and TT|_ 19. This agrees 
well with the result of our computation and we may 
therefore assume that Ao ~ VS 4 and hence Aí ~ TTl 18. 

For the remaining lots one meets with several errors 
of the text as shown in the following table: 

thus the moment bí avoicpovcic precedes by about 11 days the 
moment of opposition. 

3 We also know that the time was the 3rd (seasonal) hour of 
night but this restricts the solar longitude to an interval only 
from about X = 269 to 285. 


Daimon X 20 House of lí Terms of 9 Decan 

instead of 9 instead of <5 (or 3 

Eros ^ 15 House of S Terms of 9 Decan 2 

instead of lí instead of 9 

Necessity[. .] 10 ;9 House of 9 Terms of <5 Decan 3 
hence X or TTg excluding 10° instead 

of 1 or 2 

For the Lot of Daimon one obtains from A H = Sl 13 
and from Aí — Aq = — 46 

Ar, = An -f- Aí — A© = X 27 

House of 9 Terms of *> Decan 3 

which also agrees very badly with the text. If we, how- 
ever, compute with this value the place of the Lot of 
Eros, following the procedure of No. 138/161, we obtain 

Ar = Ah + ( A f — Ap) = TT[ 15 

House of <J Terms of 9 Decan 2 

thus complete agreement with the text except for the 
sign which should be TTl. 

Disagreement arises again for the Lot of Necessity 
for vvhich one would obtain 

Ax = Ah — (A f — Ap) =811 

House of 9 Terms of 9 Decan 2. 

\\ r e see no way to explain the contradictory statements 
of the text. 

No. 345 
PSI 312 

TRANSCRIPTION 

Traces of writing near the upper edge of the fragment, 
read £ 170 ; by the editors. 

2. ayaOij yevectc t. . . . 

3. Z £a // £7T€i <f> y <J> 77 ijfiípac 

4. 4* £cvc £ryw / 

5. CfX-qvTf CKopiriw / 

6. k povoe \'&prj)(O 0 } / 

7 . tpp-i/c a<j>po8iTii SiSvpMic / 

8. tjXloc apr/c KakKivw / 

9. rj irpo £ tov apewc €p\op.evoc 

10. Sl7TÁovc €(f) eavTov norjCL 

11 . avwpxLÁiav p.rj8tvoc 

12. eicovroc TcnrLvwpxi yap ov 

13. [. . .) tCTiy oIvlScv cav-pov 

14. \Tr\oiiqCL eav 8e a<f>po8iTrj avTrj 

15. [#ca|TaAa/íby kcu tio 7 rarpi irpa$i 

16. Kai cvctclc iv Kai emTv\Lav 


•A* t\) 
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TRANSLATION 

1. In Libra (?) 

2. With goocl fortune. Nativity of E[.] 

3. Year 61, Epiphi 3rcl, 8th hour of day 

4. Horoscopos (and) Júpiter in Libra 

5. inoon in Scorpio 

6. Saturn in Aquarius 

7. Mercury (and) Venus in Gemini 

8. sun (and) Mars in Câncer 

9. (The star) of Mars indeed approaching it (the sun) 

(at) 7 (degrees ?) 

10. with double prerogative, will cause 

11. an anomaly. If no (other planet) 

12. is there, since a (planet in) depression 

is not (efTective) 

13. it will efTect nothing very bad; 

14. but if Venus herself 

15. intercepts it, it will even bring to the father 

16. both patronage and success. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 7 

The date of tliis horoscope is Diocletian 61 XI (a) 3 
= 345 June 27. The agreement with the computed 
positions is good. 


Text 

Computed 

H Í - 

noon 

V \ ~ 

=£= 6 

<r ni 

TTl 21 

h /vvv 

2T 25 

$ \ 

S 4 

10 

% 

S 5 

* í 

£õ 21 


The translation of the second half of the text (lines 9 ff.) 
is extremely doubtful and is no more than a rendering 
of what seems to us the general meaning of the text. 1 
For the significance of Venus for the fortune of the 
parents cf. Tetrabiblos 111,4 (Robbins; III,5 Boll-Boer). 
For the “anomaly” cf. Vettius Valens IV,16. inter- 
preting this term as astrological. 2 An astronomical inter- 
pretation is hardly reconcilable with the text though it 
is a peculiar accident that both anomalies of Mars are 
zero: since Mars is in conjunction with the sun and 
therefore in the apogee of the epicycle; consequently, 
aiso the center of the epicycle is in TS where the apogee 
of the eccenter is located. 3 


1 Particularly difficult is the beginning of line 9; a zone of 
influence of 7 o for Mars is mentioncd by al-Bírüni, Astrol. (p. 
255 Wright). Seven days for the moon seem to play a role in 
No. L 40. 

a For the concept of “double prerogative” cf. Tetrabiblos 1,21 
p. 105 Robbins. 

3 According to Almagest X,7 (p. 345,19 Heiberg) the apogee 
of the eccenter is S 25 ;30. 


No. 351 
PSI 24,b 


TRANSCRIPTION 


11. 

££ ô| U)KÀ7/TlCU'OU 

yti'tccc| tp/xtto 

^fc] 

12. 

.... . 

• 1 v[v]fToç ‘P [^vy]<u 

13. 

Kp\ovoc] KpLiú 


14. 

Cl«* ix^Jyct 


15. 

apfTjc] ravpw 


16. 

u(f)\PO t\l8t] tpprjç 

y8pi]\ou) 

17. 

t/Aí|oc] aiyoytpat 


18. 

ceA[^i']^ AcovTt 


19. 

#cA[7/|p|oc] n-x^c 

vSpijXow 


TRANSLATION 


11. 67th (year) of D[iocletian. Nativity] of Hcrmeione 

12. Tybi [.hour of night;] Horoscopos in 

[Libra] 

13. Saturn in Aries 

14. Júpiter in Pisces 

15. Mars in Taurus 

16. Venus (and) Mercury in Aquarius 

17. sun in Capricorn 

18. moon in Leo 

19. Lot of Fortune in Aquarius 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 7 

The earliest possible date is 351 January 1 = Dio¬ 
cletian 67 V(a) 6. The moon is then at the beginning 
of Leo. For two more days she remains in the same 
sign ; hence January 3 is the latest possible date. For 
this whole period agreement between text and computa- 
tion is maintained for all remaining positions. For Jan- 
uarv 1 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

h 

T 

T 26 

lí 


X 28 

$ 

8 

8 28 

9 \ „ 

2T 21 

* \ 

AAV 1 

«w» 1 

O 

V3 

V3 12 

a 

Sl 

Sl 6 


We first assume that the longitude A r of the Lot of 
Fortune is given by 

Af = Ah (Aí — Aq). 

According to our computation Aí — Aq = — 156° 
and Ap is said to be in 2T. Thus we obtain for the 
Horoscopos Ah = 330 -f- 156 = Sl 6 as upper limit and 
Au = 300 -J- 156 = S 6 as lower limit. Because the 
longitude of the moon might be about 24° greater than 





ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: No. 351—No. 366 


69 


assumecl here we niight say that the Horoscopos fell 
somewhere between X 10 and Sl 10. The hour of the 
birth would therefore be near sunset. 

But in case A F is coniputed by 

A f •■= Ah — (Aí — Aq) 

vve obtain for the Horoscopos a longitude between ÍL 24 
and === 18. The time would then be an hour of the 
night, in agreement with the type of formula used. The 
traces in the text seem to give preference to this solution. 
For related texts cj. No. 338. 

No. 353 

Abydos. Graffito in Temple of Sethos I, 

First Court, East Wall 

Described in Perdrizet et Lefebvre, Graffitcs Grccs 
dii Memnoneion d'Abydos, p. 114 f. No. 641 and pl. 
16,A. Also reproduced in Daremberg-Saglio, Dict. vol. 
V p. 1053 fig. 7593 but without distinguishing between 
preserved and restored text. The graffito shows a circle, 
divided into 12 equal segments, which contain the fol- 
lowing inscriptions in counter-clockwise arrangement, 
T and 8 flanking the vertical radius of the upper 
semicircle: 

KptíOC 
\ravp\oc 
|8i8r/ioi Kpo\voc 
|Kapiavoc £«i'c] 

\tiov 

ira.pOt.Vit) tppr\c a<f>poÒiT7j 

£vyo[cJ i/Xioc 

| c jícop7rio| c | aprjc 
ToÇoTrjC CtXijvrj 
atyoKí|pwcJ opoCK[oTroc J 
i <8prj\ooc 
ixOvec 

Below this drawing is written 

1. apT(.p.i&a>poc 

2 . vyeiav 

3. vrj tov (drjcav ov pi/ têaXtupoi 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 7 

The date which satislies the given conditions so far 
as preserved is 353 September 21, or perhaps 22. The 
editors restored without reason Júpiter in X, together 
with Saturn, but computation shows that this is excluded 
and Júpiter must ha ve been located in 55. 

For September 21 one finds: 


Text 

Coniputed 

b X 

X 16 

[U 55] 

55 16 

9 / 

n 27 

tf ( 115 

rrç 26 

o 

tx 29 

S TX 

28 

d J 

A 19 


The Horoscopos being in V3, the sun at the boundary 
between =^= and TTg, the hour is about noontime. One 
day later the sun is in 0, the moon has entered V3, 
Mars remains just outside TTb- 1 

At the end we find the name of the subect of the horo- 
scope, Artemidoros, followed by the words “ Health! 2 
By Bes! May I not be wiped out.” The Horoscopos 
being in a house of Saturn, may be the cause of his 
alarm. 3 

No. 366 
PSI 22,a 

(Photo: Roberts GLH pl. 24) 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. lyej^íc^ n.Xap.p.tov 

2 - í»]£ ( erorc) Sia/cXrjTiavov ff iVri#criov[oc] 

3. 7rpoe8pevoi’Toc ia8(opov 7ra/ic[i'oi>cJ 

4. tv(3i oipe uc i(3 

3. Acovrt 

6 . KpOVOC CKOpirUi) 

7 . (ufapOT&r ): TO^OTTj 

8. 7/Aioc ; cppijc : aiyoK(po) 

9. ceXifvrj : Kpiw : 

10. aprjC : Tavpw 


TKANSLATION 

1. Nativity of Nilammon 

2. [82]nd (year) of Diocletian, 9th indiction 

3. presidency of Isidorus son of Pamenes, 

4. Tybi (llth), late, to 12th. 

5. Horoscopos in Leo 

6. Saturn in Scorpio 

7. Venus in Sagittarius 

8. sun (and) Mercury in Capricorn 

9. moon in Aries 

10. Mars in Taurus 


1 It is only because of the anomaly that Mars is not in ni. 
The mean position is about TTL 6. 

■ For the discussion of vyeta cj. P. Perdrizet, Rczntc des ctudcs 
greeques 18 (1914) pp. 266-280. Also Edelstein, Asclcpius 11, 
Index p. 274. 

3 Cumont considered the horoscope as favorable; cf. Perdrizet- 
Lefebvre, GG p. 115. 
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COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 7 

For the position of this horoscope within a larger 
group cf. the commentary to No. 338. The date of the 
present horoscope is not preserved but can easily be 
restored. We know from No. 370 that Saturn was in 
Sagittarius in the year 86 of Diocletian = Indiction 13. 
The present horoscope shows Saturn in Scorpio for 
Indiction 9, thus in a position which corresponds very 
well to a difference of 4 years. This obvious guess is 
fully confirmed by computation. 1 One finds for Dio¬ 
cletian 82 V(a) 11 =366 January 6: 


Text 

Computed 

H 

Sl 

about 

8 P.M. 

b 



15 

$ 

* 


1 

°\ 

VS 

VS 

17 

» / 

? 

23 (!) 

(T 

T 

T 

28 

ê 

8 

8 

15 


The small discrepancy for Mercury is not significant. 
Júpiter is omitted; his place would be at the end of the 
list in Câncer. The Horoscopos in íl shows that the 
sun in VS 17 is about one zodiacal sign below the hori- 
zon. Thus we are dealing with the second or third hour 
of night, expressed in the text by “ late.” A similar 
terminology occurs in No. 373. 

No. 370 
PSI 22,d 

TRANSCRIPTION 

29. ycrccic KvpiWovroc 

30. ttZ, SioKXrjTiavov iy lvtlktlovoc 

31. rv/3i Ty etc 18 4 S wktoc 

32. $ irapOevw l Çevc ". ceXr/rrj : 

33. CKOpmO) : Kpovoe : TO$OT7) l 

34. 7 )\ toe : atyoyepo): 

35. epP-T]C : TO$OTT) : 

36. a<f>pOTi8r] vSprjxoto 

37. ap-qc : Acorri 

38. KXtjpoc tvxtjc CKOpTTlO» 

TRANSLATION 

29. Nativity of Cyrillous 

30. 86th (year) of Diocletian, 13th indiction 

31. Tybi 13th to 14th, 4th hour of night 

32. Horoscopos in Virgo, Júpiter (and) moon 

33. in Scorpio. Saturn in Sagittarius 

34. sun in Capricorn 

35. Mercury in Sagittarius 

‘The same result was reached by Goodrich fll (1935). 


36. Venus in Aquarius 

37. Mars in Leo 

38. Lot of Fortune in Scorpio 

COMMENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 7 

Except for Mercury the positions given in the text 
are correct for Diocletian 86 V(a) 13 = 370 January 
8. This year has indiction 13 given in the text (not 14 
as the editors suggest emending the text). 


Text 

Computed 

H TTK 

about 10 P.M. 

U } 

d I 111 

TTl 18 

TIL 12 

b ^ 

* 26 

O VS 

VS 19 

V * 

^ 7(!) 

O 

♦ /wv 

15 

6 Sl 

Sl 10 


It should be noted that the planets are arranged accord- 
ing to their position in the zodiac and consequently that 
Mercury would be out of place if were its position. 
Hence ^ is a copyisLs error either for VS or for £? as 
expected from computation. 

The Lot of Fortune is computed from 

A* — 222 A 0 = 289 A„ ss 165 

by means of the formula 

Ap = Àh — (Ac — Aq) . 

Subtraction is chosen because we are concerned with a 
night birth; cf. also No. 373. 

No. 373 
PSI 24,a 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ycrccic epp.etov 

2. 7 tO StoKXrjTtavov 

3. rr/Ji 77 íj> oipc etc 6 

4 . 4 KapKlVü) 

5. ceXrjvrj ^lytu 

6. cpf/xjrçc 8o£orr) 

7. T)\toe a<t>po8iTi] atyoye 

pu 

8. Kpoyoc ^çrç ap-qc 

9. v8piq\ow 

10. K\(-qpoc) T-fr^c ^]i»[ylttí 

TRANSLATION 

1. Nativity of Hermeion 

2. 89th (year) of Diocletian 

3. Tvbi 8th. late hour. to 9th 
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4. Horoscopos in Câncer 

5. moon in Libra 

6. Mercury in Sagittarius 

7. sun (and) Venus in Capricorn 

8. Saturn, Júpiter (and) Mars 

9. in Aquarius 

10. Lot of Fortune in Libra 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 8 

For the date Diocletian 89 V(a) 8 = 373 January 3 
there is good agreement between text and computation: 


Text 

Computed 

d 


^ 25 

5 


^ 20 

O I 

* 

í w 

V3 15 

9 1 

VS 22 

b 1 


VS 28 

u 


Q 

$. 


13 


The Horoscopos is said to be in SZ ; the sun being in 
VS would therefore indicate that the hour corresponds 
to sunset. The question arises whether this moment is 
considered as belonging to daytime or to the night. The 
phrase “ Tybi 8th, late hour, to the 9th ” favors night, 
because the night is usually denoted by the date of the 
current Egyptian day and the date of the next day 
which begins at the follovving morning. 

This result is supported by the following considera- 
tion. The Lot of Fortune is said to be in =^, in the 
same sign as the moon. Because 


No. 376,a 
PSI 22,b 

(Photo of lines 11 to 18: Roberts, GLH pl. 24) 

TRANSCRIPTION 
1 1. ytvecic iojavvi]C <f>aw<fn ie 

12. Ç f ivTiKTiovoc ã r/pepac 

13. Çy SioKXrjTLavov eppoyeinjc 

14. l CKOpTTUü / 6i.OTLp.OV TTpOthpOC 
1 5. a(P pOTlSt) l ToèoTTJ 

16. aprjC : aiyoyepd) 

17. k povoe : ctÀ7/i'r;: i^Ovci : 

18. £ci'c: Si8r/xoíc 

19. rj\ioc : tpp-ijc : £vy<.>: 

20. KXrjpoe TV\7jC : Kpio) : 


TRANSLATION 

11. Nativity of Joannes (or Joanna?), Phaophi 15 

12. 6th indiction, lst hour of day. 

13. 93rd (year) of Diocletian. Hermogenes 

14. Horoscopos in Scorpio / son of Theotimos 

president 

15. Venus in Sagittarius 

16. Mars in Capricorn 

17. Saturn (and) moon in Pisces 

18. Júpiter in Gemini 

19. Sun (and) Mercury in Libra 

20. Lot of Fortune in Aries 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 8 


Aí 
A© 

A» 

\ve find 

Af 

Thus the Lot of Fortune was computed according to 
the formula 


This horoscope is the second one of a group of four, 
PSI 22, which belong to the larger group of texts, dis- 
cussed in No. 338. It is duplicated by No. 376,b. 

The agreement between text and computation is per- 
fect for Diocletian 93 II(a) 15 = 376 October 12. The 
indiction, however, should be 5 instead of 6. One finds 
the following positions 


= 205 

= 285 Aí — A© = — 80 

= 105 

inc \ -}-80= 185 = ^ 5 
- 105 | — 80 — 25 — T 25 


(1) A f — Au—(A í—A©) 
and not acccording to 

(2) A f = An-p (Aí—A©). 

The first formula is used for a birth at night, the second 
for daytime. Cf. Nos. 351, 370, 376, 381, and 385. 

For related texts cf. the commentary to No. 338; 
furthermore No. 81 and No. 366. 


Text Computed 


H 

TTl 

about 8 a 

9 

* 

^ 7 

ê 

V3 

VS 20 

1? í 

X 

X 9 

«( 

X 28 

u 

X 

X 25 

OI 


=s= 20 

s f 


=& 6 


Also the Horoscopos and the Lot of Fortune are cor- 
rectly placed, following the formula 

Af = Ah -p (Aí —A©). 
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In No. 376,a the “ president ” or mayor Hcrmogenes 
is mentioned wliere \ve find in No. 376,b the “ night- 
watch commander ” Macarius. Cf. for these offices Oertel, 
Liturgic, p. 281 ff. and p. 343 ff. 

No. 376,b 
PSI 23,b 

TRANSCRIPTION 

31. ayaôv t v\rj 'iüiavvqc 

32. ç/ ivTiKTiovoc tm n'KTocTpaT7;yo|vJ 

33. .. fxaKapioc cpfiCLOv íGc-Xoc 

34. Çy SiokÁtjtlclvov 4> a 7]p.ípac <f>ao)<f>i 

35. CKopmü) 

36. a<f>pOT i8t] : TO^OTTJ 

37. o.pr t c aiyoytpu) 

38. Kpovoc ctXrjVT] í\(h)Ci: 

39. £[cr]c 8[i8i'/iotcJ 

40. 7/Àioc tptfic Çvyot: 

41. nXrjpOC TI’X*;C Kplb) 

31: The line drawn between lines 31 and 32 belongs actually 
to the end of the preceding horoscope (No. 338). 

32 áicx.oc : 6 = g and Jt = 4. 

TRANSLATION 

31. With good fortune. Joannes (or Joanna?) 

32. 6th indiction in the time of Night-watch commander 

33. Macarius, son of Hermias Gesdos (?) 

34. 93rd (year) of Diocletian, lst hour of day, Phaophi 

15 

35. Horoscopos in Scorpio 

36. Venus in Sagittarius 

37. Mars in Capricorn 

38. Saturn (and) moon in Pisces 

39. Júpiter in Gemini 

40. sun (and) Mercury in Libra 

41. Lot of Fortune in Aries 

COM MENTARY 

A duplicate of this horoscope is No. 376,a. This should 
be consulted for the commentary to both texts. 

No. 381,a 


TRANSLATION 

21. Nativity of Cyrus, [9]7th (year) of Diocletian 

22. Mekheir 25, 9th hour of day 

23. Horoscopos in Câncer 

24. Júpiter in Libra 

25. sun, Venus, (and) Mercury in Pisces 

26. Mars (and) Saturn in Taurus 

27. moon in Gemini 

28. Lot of Fortune in Libra 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 8 

This is the third horoscope of PSI 22; cf. the com¬ 
mentary to No. 338. A duplicate is No. 381,b. 

Text and computation agree perfectly for Diocletian 
97, Yll(a) 25 = 381 February 19. 


Text 


H 25 
21 [=H 

04 



8 


Computed 
about 2 p.m. 

28 
X 2 
X 20 
* 20 
8 24 
8 6 
X 18 


Also the Lot of Fortune is correctly computed, following 
the relation 


A f = A h + (Aí — Ao). 


No. 381,b 
PSI 24,d 

TRANSCRIPTION 
30. y tV€CLC KVpOC 

31 . SlOKÀT/TiaVOl) p-tyíip KC 

32. Õ 4* r)p\cpac /cap/c]u'ti> 

33. Çevc l£vyii> í/AiJoc : a<f>poTi8rj 

34. tpp-rjC aprjeKpovovl 

35. Tcn-poi : ccÀliyv]^ : 8i8i'p.oic : 

36. KÁ(r)poc) tvxItjc] £i*yo> 

30: The line drawn below line 30 belongs to the end of the 
preceding horoscope (No. 385). 


PSI 22,c 

TRANSCRIPTION 

21. ycvccic Kvpoc [ÇJC SioxAr/rtavov 

22. /A€X ct P KC $ ’ Õ rjp-epac 

23. 4> : KapKLvo): 

24. £«’c : Çvyti ): 

25. T 7 A 10 C : a<f>poTi8r ]: ep^rjcl ijfõvci ! 

26. O-prjC : Kpovoc Tavpo) : 

27. ctXrjvi]: 81817101 c 

28. K\ijpoc rvxqc Çiryw: 


TRANSLATION 

30. Nativity of Cyrus 

31. 97th (year) of Diocletian, Mekheir 25 

32. 9th hour of day. Horoscopos in Câncer 

33. Júpiter [in Libra.] Sun, Venus, 

34. (and) Mercury in Pisces. Mars (and) Saturn 

35. in Taurus. Moon in Gemini 

36. Lot of Fortune in Libra 

COM MENTARY 

A duplicate of this horoscope is No. 381,a. 
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No. 385 
PSI 24,c 


one obtains for A F a point in if À H falis in the last 
two degrees of X. Hence the hour niust be somewhat 
before noon. 


20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 


TRANSCRIPTION 

ycv[íct]c n/CTia 7 / kol 1 airo\\o>via 
pa a|7roJ &t,OK\f]TLavov em ceprjvov 
apT[c]/uSoipoi’ irpoehpevovTOC 

<f>\appio]ydi i8 * W epac ^ 

[ 4* 8t8]l'/XOlC 

Kpo\l’OC :] apijC : KUpKLVti) 

celA |"» 7 i' 77 : vapOevio : 

^€r[c :] a^poTiht]'. ixOvci : 

7^Àt[ o]c : Kpiu) I ravpo) : 

KÁ.r/ppc Tv^rjc Çvyo> 


No. 394 
P. Oslo 165 



TRANSCRIPTION 


TRANSLATION 

1 . 

(ctovc) pia 

1 . 

(Year) 111 

2. 

pr/voc \OLUK À 

2. 

month Choiak 30 

3. 

$ y WKTOC 

3. 

3rd hour of night. 

4. 

$ ÁtOVTL 

4. 

Horoscopos in Leo. 

5. 

KpOVOC CKOp 

5. 

Saturn in Scorpio, 

6. 

fcvf I- 

6. 

Júpiter 1 (and) Venus] 

remainder destroved 

[7- 

in Sagittarius] 


23: The sign before tpavovape indicates tliat <pavovcipe belongs 
to the end of line 22. 

23 «S: Clearly i5 is not 7 6; cf. commentary. 

TRANSLATION 

20. Nativity of Nestia, also callecl Apollonia 

21. 101 st (year) from Diocletian in the presidency 

22. of Serenus (son of (?)) Artemidoros Phanousire 

23. Pharmouthi 14.(?) hour of day. 

24. Horoscopos in Gemini 

25. Saturn (and) Mars in Câncer 

26. moon in Virgo 

27. Júpiter (and) Venus in Pisces 

28. sun in Aries, (Mercury) in Taurus 

29. Lot of Fortune in Libra 


COM MENTARY 

Diagratn: pl. 8 

For the date given in the text, Diocletian III IV(a) 
30 = 394 December 26. one obtains agreement with the 
preserved date: 


Text 

Computed 

H 


7 p 

.M. 

b 

TH. 

TTl 

10 




20 

[? í 


5 


This result was established by Heegaard [1] p 100 
(1936). 


COMMENTARY 


No. 431 


Diagram: pl. 8 

The text agrees closely with the computation for Dio¬ 
cletian 101 VIII (a) 14 = 385 April 9. 

Text Computed 


H 

X 

about 

10 A.M 

* t 

07 

S 

3 

<í f 

—O 

S 

23 

<T 

n 

m 2 

18 

:i 

X 

X 

X 

4 

10 

O 

T 

T 

20 

3 

8 

8 

8 

Fort. 

= 2 = 

From =£= 

28 to 


The position of the moon shows that one must read 
“ Pharmouthi 14 (?)th hour of the day” and not 
“ Pharmouthi 10. 4th hour of the day ” because on the 
latter date the moon would be in Sj 6. Computing the 
longitude Ap of the Lot of Fortune using the formula 

A f = Àh -f- (À(j — Xq) 


P. Mich. 153 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1 . pp.7) 8ioK\r/Tiavov 

2. 6 ( 1)6 k£ 4* e WKTOC 

3. r/Xioc Çvyto 

4. epp-T/c Çvyu) 

5. a(f>po8LTTj Çvyaj 

6 . Kpuivuc aiyonepo) 

7 . £cvc làpvxoiov 

8 . apr/c XcwvTi 

9. ceXrjvijc CKopmw 

10. 4> &l87]p.7]C 

TRANSLATION 

1. (Year) 148 of Diocletian 

2. Thoth 27, 5th hour of the night 

3. sun in Libra 

4. Mercury in Libra 

5. Venus in Libra 

6. Saturn in Capricorn 

7. Júpiter in Aquarius 
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8. Mars in Leo 

9. moon in Scor])io 

10. Horoscopos Gemini 

COM MEXTARY 

Diagram: pl. 8 

This text is unusually well preserved and there cannot 
be thc slightest doubt of thc correctness of the rcadings. 
Computation, however, shows that several elements given 
in the text are at fault. For 431 Septeniber 25 one 
obtains : 1 

Text Computed 


O 


=^= 

3 

5 


n 

20(!) 

$ 

=£= 

w 

2(!) 


V3 

V3 

21 

U 

V/V 

V3 

14(!) 

3 

a 


8(!) 

d 

"1 


9 

H 

X 

about 

10 P.M 


The cause of these errors is difficult to detect. No 
improveinent results from calculations based on the 
assumption that the scribe still wrote Diocletian 148 
when he should have written 149. Another source of 
error might have been the use of the Egyptian calendar 
for the computation of the planetary longitudes, but 
again no improvement is gained. In fact no date reasona- 
bly close to the year Diocletian 148 can be made to 
correspond to the data of the text. 

No. 465 
PSI 25 

TRANSCRIPTION 

1. ano StoKÀT/riavoi» pn[a\ 

2. pucoprj k6 $ a i^wpac] 

3. $ napOívn) 

4. k povoe 'i^Orjci 

5. £«yç CKopnuo 

6. ap[^]c [Si]Si>/i[otc ] 

7. a|<£po]8i877 Àtovn 

8. ep\p.]t]C \com 

9. r]\ioc napOtytu 
10. [c€Àjr?i'T/ vòpo\oo) 

TRANSLATION 

1. (Year) 1 [81] from Diocletian 

2. Mesore 29th. lst hour of day. 

3. Horoscopos in Yirgo 

4. Saturn in Pisces 


1 The longitudes of the planets, given in vol. III p. 122 of the 
P. Mich., are incorrect. 


5. Júpiter in Scorpio 

6. Mars in Gemini 

7. Venus in Leo 

8. Mercury in Leo 

9. sun in Yirgo 

10. moon in Aquarius 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 9 

The only possible date within the century in question 


is Diocletian 

181 XII(a) 29 = 

= 465 August ; 

tinds for this date the following 

positions: 

Text 

Computed 

H 


6 A.M. 


X 

X 22 

U 

"1 

T7l 23 

ê 

X 

S 8(! 

9 

a 

a 29 

9 

a 

a 27 

O 

TT5 

tte 0 

d 

wv 

26 


No. 478 
P. Oxy. 2060 

TRANSLATION 1 

No. 478 

1. Christos(?) 

2. [.] of the lord Anubis(?). 

3. Year of the blessed reign of Diocletian 

4. 194, month Epiphi 5, day [.] 

5. Sun in Câncer 5 degrees 50 minutes 

6. Moon in Sagittarius 17 degrees 10 minutes 

7. Saturn in Yirgo 6 degrees [..] minutes 

8. Júpiter in Capricorn 0 degrees [..] minutes 

9. Mars in Taurus 18 [degrees ..] minutes 

10. Venus [in Câncer.] 

n. [. 

4: the editors restore r\\p.tpac upa ..1. The almost contempo- 
rary horoscopes, Nos. L 479, L 486, L 487, however, suggest the 
mention of the day of the week in the forni -nluepa 5ioc upa ..]. 

In line 9 the editors read Xij (38) but no zodiacal sign can 
contain more than 30 degrees. The emendation i ij (18) is con- 
firmed by computation. 


1 The original of this text is uníortunately lost. 
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COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 9 

According to the printed text line 1 contains the 
monogram ^ which is customary for xp ictoc • The 
second line, written by another hand, ends in “ the lord 
Anup.” This might be an invocation of “ the lord 
Anubis ”; to call Anubis «vpioç would be in line with 
coniinon Egyptian usage to call a god “ the lord ” of a 
locality. 


The date of the horoscope is Diocletian 194 XI (a) 5 
which corresponds to 478 June 29. 2 For this date one 
finds: 



Text 

Computcd 

Text—conip 

O 

S 5 ;50 

£Z 8 

— 2 o 

d 

^ 17; 10 

* 17 

0 

h 

TTR 6;[.-1 

HE 7 

— 1 

U 

W 0;[..] 

V3 4 

— 4 

s 

8 18] 

8 14 

+ 4 

$ 

.] 

£5 12 



* Given erroneously as 498 in lhe cuiíiun. 




II. THE HOROSCOPES FROM LITERARY SOURCES 


No. L — 71 

CCAG 8,4 p. 236,24 to 237,10 

INTRODUCTION 

Through an excerpt from Balbillus on the “ Method 
concerning the length of life from starter and de- 
stroyer " two very early horoscopes are preserved, one 
for — 71 December 27, the other for —42 January 16. 
Balbillus is well known as the astrologer of Nero and 
Vespasian. His father Tbrasyllus served Tiberius and 
Claudius in the same capacity. 1 Thus it is not surprising 
to find Balbillus in possession of case histories from the 
first century b.c. 

The text of the chapter which contains the two horo¬ 
scopes, as puhlished in CCAG 8.4 p. 235,1 to p. 238,2, 
is based on two manuscripts: A = Paris. 2506 and P = 
Paris. 2425. 2 In A the elements for the positions of 
the celestial hodies are given for both horoscopes as a 
rather chaotic sequence of numhers and planetary sym- 
bols. The text of P proceeds in sentences, but is very 
defective for the first horoscope (which is the chrono- 
logically later one), thus making it necessary to rely 
for the first horoscope almost entirely on the data in A. 
Since the method of investigation of the text A is the 
same for both horoscopes, we combine here the dis- 
cussion of both cases, following the order of the text, 
without anticipating the establishment of the actual 
chronological order, which would give the second horo¬ 
scope precedence over the first. 

It is on the basis of two remarks that it becomes 
possible to bring sense into the data of the version in A: 
(a) except for some obvious errors and omissions. all 
zodiacal signs are enumerated in thcir proper order, 
starting with the sign of the Horoscopos— and (/>) these 
signs are counted consecutively by numhers from 1 to 
12, or, to use astrological terminology. the numhers of 
the twelve loci are cited one by one. 

That this is the case becomes immediatelv evident if 
one writes down the text of A in twelve single lines, 
one for each sign and locus. but without otherwise dis- 
turbing the order given in the text; 3 two omissions are 
restored in [ ). For the sake of clarity the numhers 
of the loci are printed in bold face; only the remaining 
numhers can present degrees of longitude. We ignore, 
of course, the punctuation of the printed text. 

1 Cf. e.g., Cramer, ARLP, passim. 

1 CCAG 8.4 p. 235. apparatus. 

* Cf. the criticai apparatus iu CCAG 8.4 p. 236 concerning the 
lines 9 to 14 and concerning p. 236,24 to p. 237,4. 


H V3 O 9 1 v 5 Ç n «3 12 9 ró™ 

[ 2 J 2T 

3 X U 20 

4 T 

Tq_ 2 i 5 TH. Q 5 4 (emend: 5 tí Q 4) 

6 X 

7 U S 9 1 (emend: 7 S 9) 

8 (emend: 8 £ 1 ) 

9 TIJ 

[10] M =*= 3 

rn. 11 TTL Ü 5 4 (emend: 11 nt çj 4) 

12 / H7 í 19 

A sequence. like the above, can be easily explained as 
the result of converting into a running list, the numhers 
and symbols read off from a diagram, some times con- 
fusing, omitting, or repeating the entries found in the 
consecutive fields of the diagram. For a typical example 
of a diagram. as they appear in manuscripts, cf. figure 
20. p. 156. 

In the first line we have to ignore the repetition of 9, 
and we must combine rói roç with 1 and probably place 
it at the beginning: 

T07roç 1 H V3 O 9 b 5 9 11 <3 12. 

The same scheme is then followed throughout. In locus 
5 Tiy is an easily explicable misreading of a common 
form of the symbol for Taurus, written with an upwards- 
bent tail, exactly as the symbol for Scorpio. 4 In locus 7 
lí must be an error, since the position of Júpiter was 
given before in locus 3 as X 20. which is confirmed by 
a subsequent reference (p. 236,21 f.). The explanation 
of the error comes from the next horoscope. There we 
find. in the same locus, 1L Z' instead oi 7 j*. Obviously 
£'= 7 was misinterpreted as the symbol £(ev)i. Thus 
we have in the first case simply a repetition of the num- 
ber 7 of the locus. In locus 8 the symbol for vr£, which 
is the inverted symbol for rjfiépa, is easily explained as 
a misreading of the symbol for Leo. 5 In locus 11 for ü 
the copyist was obviously influenced by the entries in 
locus 5 for Q. and similarly the number 1 in locus 7 
for A probably refers to locus 1 for H. 

In the same fashion we can also analyze the data of 
the second horoscope. though here the disturbances in 
A are more serious. Fortunately P is in this case com¬ 
plete and can be used in combination with A. The loci, 

* Cf., e.g., cod. I.aur. Plut. 28.14 foi. 309 r , 4f., reproduced 
CCAG 4. plate 1. The inverse error, 8 for TT1_. is found CCAG 
8.1 p. 253,14. Cf. also fig. 1 p. 1. 

s CCAG 4 plate 1, line 7 and 5; vi>i instead of 9 is 'found 
CCAG 8,1 p. 253.14. 
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however, are not mentioned in P, c a fact which supports 
our assumption that A does not reproduce a running 
text but a diagrani witli consecutively numbered fields. 

In the following list we represent, as before, the text 
of A in the order of the manuscript. The order of P is 
the planetary order (except for interchanging 9 and 
9 ) and is therefore not shown in the following table. 


A 


P 


Hx 1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

U 

* 

V 

9 

[ 10 ] 

11 

11 


(emend: H X 1) H X 
9 12 3 2 T07roç Si (r/. locus 9) 

a 

TH? a £ /q/ í 4,2Í 14 


ttl <1 4 (read 6) 

? ap' (read ? = 7, not £(cv)0 

W í» 4 G 22 (read if — 8) b 4, O 22 
2 T (cf. locus 2) 9 12. 6 14 

M X 9 25 9 25 

T 

8 (read 12) 


The entry in locus 2 is obviously inisplaced, since Mer- 
cury cannot be in locus 2. when the sun is in locus 8. 
Undoubtedly, the version of P is here the correct one. 
We have no explanation for the entries a £' a in locus 4, 
and for £' a in the diametrically opposite locus 10, nor 
for a p' in locus 7. Since these letters certainly do not 
represent degrce numbers they have no importance for 
the establishment of the astronomical conditions. The 
only element that remains doubtful is the position of the 
moon : TTJ 4 according to P, n\ 4 according to A. The 
version of A is supported by the statement that neither 
sun nor moon was in a center. whereas Trç) would be in 
Lower Midheaven. 


TRANSLATION OF L —71 

And again he says that for another thenie the moon 
was in Scorpio 8 4 degrees, the sun in Capricorn 22.° 
and Saturn in Capricorn 4 degrees. and Jupiter in Virgo 
14 degrees, and Mars in Aquarius 14 degrees, and Mer- 
cury in Aquarius 12 degrees, and Yenus in Pisces 25 
degrees, and the Horoscopos in Gemini. 10 And, since 
the luminaries (sun and moon) did not fali in a center, 
he went to the epanaphorai, and he did not take the 
Horoscopos as starter, nor the sun, which was in epana- 
phora of the setting point, but he took Saturn in Capri¬ 
corn as starter. And this, I think, because it (Saturn) 


" In the printcd text of P some of the numbers of the loci 
were erroneously joined to the degree numbers of the positions: 
this is the case for Horoscopos, sun, and Venus. 

~ CCAG 8.4 p. 236 ad locum: <5 deinde signum dubium. 

* Following A ; P has Virgo. 

9 The Editor added here, incorrectly, from the manuscript A 
the number 9. 

10 Again the numbers 1 2. added by the editor from A, do not 
belong here. 


had the greater claim in the theme and was in bis own 
house (V5). And he says that Mars in Aquarius is the 
destroyer and he computed the distance from Aries to 
Mars, and so long, he said, would he the length of life. 

COM MENTARY 

For —71 January 21 one finds on the basis of the 
positions given in A (cf. figure 13a): 


H 



Text 

Computed 

Text — comp. 

H 

X 

about 4 p.m. 


U 

n 14 

Trç 14 

0 

d 

rti 4 

= 29 

+ 5 

h 

V3 4 

V3 7 

— 3 

O 

ltf 22 

V3 30 

— 8 

9 

2T 12 

2T 17 

— 5 

S 

2T 14 

2T 6 

+ 8 

M 

X 



9 

X 25 

X 15 

+ 10 

In the version of P the moon is placcd in trç 4. This 

would lead to a date 

5 days earlier, a 

change without 

influence on the positions of the outer planets. Other- 

wise one 

would have for January 16: 


Text 

Computed 

Text — comp. 

<r 

rrç 4 

Sl 26 

+ 8 

O 

V? 22 

V3 25 

— 3 

9 

2T 12 

2T 14 

— 2 

9 

X 25 

X 10 

+ 15 


The date Jan. 21 seems preferable for Venus and it 
avoids having the moon in a center (TTR = IMC), con- 
trary to the text. 

In the astrological section it is explained why Saturn 
in V3 4 is considered to be the starter, Mars in £? 14 
the destroyer. The length of life is then determined by 
the number of degrees “ from Aries to Mars.” In view 
of the treatment of the next horoscope, No. L —42. 
v/e are probably entitled to interpret this procedure more 
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accurately as measuring the arc betvveen Mars (£? 14) 
and the quartile of the starter, i.e. T 4 ( cf. figure 13a). 
The result would be an arc of 50°, indicating a lifetime 
of 50 years. Judging from many similar discussions of 
the duration of life in the work of Yettius Yalens, we 
may assume tliat our present horoscope is taken from 
an actual case history and would not have been recorded 
earlier than 22 b.c. 

No. L — 42 

CCAG 8,4 p. 236,8 to 23 

TRANSLATION 

He also says that there are four destroyers: sun, moon, 
Saturn, Mars. He also gives the following example for 
starter and destroyer: (The sun (and) the Horoscopos 
in 9 degrees of Capricorn, and Saturn in the same 
(sign), 5 degrees }, 1 Venus 11°, Mars 12°, locus l . 2 
[(Locus) 2:] 2 T. (Locus) 3: X, U 20°. (Locus) 
4: T. (Locus) 5: 8 , ascending node 4 o . (Locus) 6 : 
X. (Locus) 7: 5>(A) 9 o . (Locus) 8 : (íl). (Locus) 9: 
Trç. [(Locus) 10,] Midheaven: =o= 3 o . (Locus) 11 : n\, 
descending node 4 o . (Locus) 12: j 1 , Mercury 17°, 
moon 19°. And he says that the sun is the starter of 
the theme, vvhereas Mars could not become destroyer, 
because Venus is rising after it (the sun) within 8 o , 3 
although he (Mars) is in his own exaltation (Itf). And 
so one comes to the destruetive sign, which is the one 
rising before the starter, i.e., Sagittarius. And finding 
there the moon (in ^ 19), he says that it becomes the 
destroyer. Taking the orbit of the sun up to the quartile 
of the degree of the moon ( /■ 19), i.e. Pisces 19, then, 
he says, comes the destruetion. Júpiter, being in Pisces, 
20 degrees , 4 was not able to assist, because the moon is 
located in the destruetive sign (^). 

COM MENTARY 

For the restoration of the text cf. the introduction to 
No. L—71. 

The first element to be discussed is the statement that 
Midheaven (M) is in =^= 3 while the Horoscopos (H) 
is in VS 9 (cf. figure 13b). But ii VS 9 rises at the 
latitude of Alexandria, about =^= 26.30 is culminating 
and not =£= 3; and the discrepancy could only be worse 
for places farther north. If we ask, however, which 
point is rising at Alexandria if =£= 3 culminates, then 
we obtain ^ 19, i.e. the position of the moon. Since 
the sun is also located in H, the place of the moon coin- 

1 Following P. 

2 Following, from now on, A. We ignore the repetition of 9 
(the longitude of O and H) and combine rò-no% with a. 

3 A synodic period of Venus is 8 years; cf. CCAG 8.4 p. 
235,7 f. and p. 237,18 ff. 

4 Probably error for 8 degrees; cf. the commentary. 



cides with the Lot of Fortune. Thus M is reckoned 
from the Lot of Fortune , 5 not from PI. 

Por the remaining positions we get sufficiently good 
agreement for — 42 December 27 to secure this date: 


Text 


Computed 

Text — 

- Comp. 

H 

VS 

9 

sunrise 



O 

vs 

9 

vs 

4 

+ 5 


b 

VS 

5 

vs 

4 

+ 1 


$ 

VS 

11 

vs 

14 

— 3 


<5 

VS 

12 

vs 

4 

+ 8 


U 

X 

20 [or 8 ] 

X 

5 

+ 15 [ 

or -f 3] 

Q, 

8 

4 

T(!) 

1 

f+3] 


$ 


17 


10 

+ 7 


d 


19 


11 

+ 8 



The entry for the node was probably made in the wrong 
sector of the diagram or right on the boundary, such 
that it could be interpreted as belonging to 8 instead 
of to T. In the case of Júpiter, 20 is probably a mis- 
reading for 8 , since k and 77 are often indistinguishable 
in manuscripts of the Byzantine period. 

Since the present horoscope as well as No. L —71 
belongs to a chapter on the length of life, “ starter ” and 
" destroyer ” are determined: the sun in Ví 9 is the 
starter, the moon in ? 19 the destroyer. Then the 
quartile X 19, to the destroyer, is considered (cf. figure 
13b) and analogy to the procedure in Xo. L — 71 leads 
us to restore the conclusion that the span of life allotted 
was 70 years, corresponding to the arc from 9 to 
19. This would mean a recording of our horoscope 
not before a.d. 28. 

Nos. L 37 and 68 

Vettius Valens V,ll p. 233,25 to 234,30 

TRANSLATION AND SUMMARY 

The preceding is the table of the common return of 
the planets to the (same) intervals and (the same) 

5 Cf. Introduction p. 8. 



LI TER AR Y SOURCES: Nos. L 37 and 68—No. L40 


79 


combinations. 1 As for example: sun, Mars, Mercury 
(and) Horoscopos in Sagittarius. Moon in Lco, Saturn 
in Virgo, Júpiter in Scorpio, Venus in Capricorn. The 
moon is allotted the second (interval) since she is second 
(counting zodiacal signs) from Saturn; likevvise also 
the sun and Mars, Mercury (and) Horoscopos (with 
reference) to Venus. 

[In the same fashion all ** intervals ” are enumerated, 
up to 12 signs. The “ trias ” is assigned to Saturn, 
Júpiter, and Venus, because Júpiter is in the third sign 
counting from Saturn, Venus in the third sign counting 
from Júpiter. Thus to these tliree planets “ is allotted 
the triad of the nativity.” 

The enumeration of all possible intervals leads soine- 
how to the result that the configurations 31 years later 2 
must he considered. Then the following situation is 
encountered:] 

So in case of the preceding nativity, the stars at the 
time were sun, Júpiter, (and) Mercury in Gemini, 
Saturn in Virgo, Mars (and) Venus in Taurus, moon 
in Pisces, . . . 

[There now follows again a discussion of intervals 
combined with “ returns ” which probahly means that 
the combined intervals should make a total of 12. 
Because in the initial horoscope O <5 5 and Horo¬ 
scopos are associated with the interval 10 (from h ), 
whereas in the new configuration this interval is found 
for O 5 U *?, the first quadruple turns over its in- 
fluence to the second.] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagrams: pis. 10 and 11 

The given positions lead to the dates 37 December 15 
and 68 June 11 respectively. The interval, 3 however, 
is not exactly 31 Egyptian years hut only 30 Egyptian 
years 6 months and 6 days. 

For the earlier horoscope one finds excellent agree- 
ment for 37 December 15: 


Text 

Computed 

O ' 


Z 

23 

S 


z 

27 

9 

> Z 

z 

1 

H . 


about ! 

sunrise 

C 

a 

a 

9 

b 

n 

ttp 

27 

U 



14 

9 

V3 

V3 

24 


1 This table is missing in the manuscripts, though space has 
been leít free for it. Perhaps it is taken from Critodemus (r/. 
Kroll p. 233.22). 

2 In IV.2 (Kroll p. 159,4) a period of 32 years 3 months is 
mentioned after which a new cycle begins. 

3 It amonnts to 1113b days. 


The later configuration leads to 68 June 11 : 


Text 

Computed 

O 1 


X 

18 

u 

- X 

X 

13 

9 


8 

27(!) 




27 

i ( 

V Â 

T 

29(!) 

9 $ 

■ 8 

8 

18 

d 


X 

18 


Notice the fact of the accurate return of Saturn to the 
same longitude. 

No. L 40 

CCAG 8,2 p. 84,1 to p. 85,10 

TRANSLATION 

This is what Antigonus says in his abridgment of the 
writings of the ancients about the said nativity; a second 
one 1 he quotes as follows: Assume that somebody has 
the sun in Aries about 2 19° in terms of Mercury. the 
moon in Gemini 15°, terms of Venus; Saturn in Libra 
about 20°, terms of Júpiter, in opposition, 3 Júpiter in 
Aquarius 6 o , terms of Mercury at * morning rising, 
Mars in Aries about 15°, terms of Mercury, Venus 
similarly in Aries about 5 o , terms of Júpiter, Mercury 
in Aries about 6 o , and the three (planets) Mercury, 
Venus, Júpiter are (located) towards setting. And the 
Horoscopos is in Câncer 24°, the setting point similarly 
in Capricorn 24°. The upper culmination in Aries 10°, 
the lower (culmination) s in Libra 10 and, as he says, 
Mars will be the ruler of the nativity. After 3 days 
from the birth the moon will be in Câncer, after 7 in 
Virgo, after 40 in Scorpio. 

The (person) who has the stars in this way (as his 
nativity) will bc very distinguished, of very distinguished 
(ancestors),a person of authority and punisher of many, 
and very wealthy, because both the moon and Júpiter 
were in the triangle of Saturn ( X =^= £T), the moon in 
Gemini and Júpiter in Aquarius, but unjust and not 
accused because of the position of Mars and Mercury 
near Midheaven, both being invisible, 5 " very distinguished 
because of the four stars (0 3 9 5 ) being in Mid¬ 
heaven (T). The preceding conjunction also was in 
the same sign; for the preceding conjunction has no 
little power when it happens to be at a center and 
especially when the Horoscopos or Midheaven is con- 
cerned. And he was indififerent to female(?) inter- 

1 The first one is the nativity of Hadrian ; cj. No. L 76. 

2 irtpl here and in the following. 

3 àKpóvJxoi ; cj., e.g., P. Mich. 149, XI, 9-11. 

4 CLTTÒ. 

5 The terminology is of interest: vntpytiop peaovpivijpa and 
vwóyeiov respectively. 

virados i.e., under the rays of the sun 
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course c and sordid toward males, especially because 
Mars 7 had its position with Venus and Mercury in 
Aries, which is a vicious (sign), and (because) Venus 
(in T ) was looked upon by Saturn (in = ) in quartile, 8 
and (because) all these stars vvere in male signs. The 
sun being in its own exaltation ( T ) and at Midheaven 
and attended in the same sign by the stars ( $ Ç and U ) 
which precede it, and Júpiter being in Aquarius, the 
stars which precede the sun ,J up to quartile position 
“ attend ” the sun 10 and make the nativity magnificent 
and illustrious. The moon (in X ) waxing inthe trigonal 
configuration with Saturn (in = ) and Júpiter (in 2 T) 
also effected a happy and very wealthy (theme) and a 
person who provided many dedications and gifts for his 
fatherland. 

[At the lower margin of foi. 133 v is given a diagram 
(in the same hand as the text) which shows the same 
positions as given in the text, except for the moon X 25 
(text: X 15) and for Saturn V3 5 (text: = 20). In the 
edition no mention is made of this diagram and the 
variants it contains] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 10 

The three horoscopes Nos. L 40. L 76, and L 113.IV 
are preserved through Hephaistion (íourth century) 
who took them from a work of Antigonus. As Kroll 
realized, 11 No. L 76 is the horoscope of Hadrian, who 
died in July 138. Cumont suggested for No. L 113,IV 
Pedanius Fuscus, Hadriai/s grandnephew as the sub- 
ject, 12 who was executed in 137/138. We shall see 
presently that the relationship between the rising (H) 
and the culminating degree (M) in No. L 40 as well 
as in No. L 76 agrees exactly with the geographical 
latitude of Southern Spain. 13 the place of origin of 
Hadrian and his family. One might therefore con- 
jecture that the subject of L 40 was also a member of 
Hadrian’s family, e.g., his father. Cramer ( ARLP p. 
177) considers also Servianus, the grandfather of Pe¬ 
danius Fuscus. 

The data of the horoscojK* No. L 40 lead to a.d. 40. 
April 5 as date of birth 


0 irpòs Si ràs 0e\e tas (i.e. 0ij\ít'as ?) pifeis. 

' Incorrectly given in the edition (p. 84. 25) as Júpiter. 
s According to the text, which is confirmed by computation, 
in = 20 at dianieter. The diagram, however, shows Saturti in 
V3 5 thus in quartile to Venus. 

* ln the direction of the daily rotation. 

10 Cf. for this concept Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 252 ff. 

11 CCAG 6 p. 67 and CCAG 8.2 p. 83 note 1. 

12 CCAG 8,2 p. 85 note 1. 

13 Cf. below p. 91 and p. 136 respectively. 



Text 

Computed 

Text—comp 

O 

T 19 

T 14 

+ 5° 

d 

X 15 14 

X 11 

+ 4 

b 

= 20 15 

= 20 

0 

I£ 

wv U 

V3>29 

+ 7 

6 

T 15 

T 9 

+ 6 

9 

T 5 

X 29 

+ 6 

5 

T 6 

X 26 

4- 10 

H and A 

<£ and VS 24 

about noon 


M and IMC 

T and = 2 = 10 

T and = 10 


prec. conj. 

T 

March 30: T 8 



For the culminating sign, agreement is obtained if 
one uses the clima of Rhodes, to which Southern Spain 
belongs. It is of course possible to question the value 
of such an agreement since we do not know the tables 
which were used by Antigonus. 16 It is only because of 
the repetition of the same type of agreement in No. L 76 
that a mere accident appears less likely. 

Except for Saturn 17 the deviations between ancient 
and modem longitude are of the order of magnitude to 
be expected for the first century and also agree with the 
figures in No. L 76. 

It is obviously correct to say that (in = 20) is in 
opposition to the sun (in T 19). Júpiter is beyond its 
morning rising (T) but still proceeding with direct 
motion. Because T 10 is culminating, Ç (in T 6), 
$ (in T 5), and K (in 2T6) are beyond culmination 
and moving toward setting. 

The preceding conjunction of the moon (on March 
31) is correctly located in T. The future positions also 
are in the proper signs: 

after 3 days: Apr. 8 17 

after 7 days: Apr. 12 Trp 7 

after 40 days: May 15 Tí\ 25. 

The lunar positions after 7 days and after 40 days are 
also investigated in No. LI 13.IV. The moon after 
7 days is considered in No. L 479, after 3 days in No. 
L487. The rising of Júpiter after 7 days is noted in 
No. L 76, Hadrian*s horoscope, and the positions of the 
moon and of Mars and Saturn after 40 days are com- 
puted. An interval of danger of 40 days because of Mars 
occurs in No. — 3. Mercury and the 7th day are men- 
tioned in No. 81 (col. VII) ; cf. also No. 345. 

11 In diagram: X 25. The value of the text is confirmed hy 
our computation. 

In diagram : V? 5( !). This would be in the terms of Venus 
and not of Júpiter as required by the text, nor in trine with the 
moon in X and Júpiter in though in quartile to Venus in T. 

It must be admitted that the procedure of Paulus Alexan- 
drinus (cf. p. 10) leads, for Alexandria and System A, to 
M = T 10 ;20. No such agreement is found, however. for No. 
L 76. 

*' No emendation of the text is possible since Saturn (in :£=) 
is in the terms of Júpiter which extend only to = 21. 
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No. L 50 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 83,10-26 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 11,21 consists of 14 exaniples, the first and 
earliest of which is No. L 50. Three of them are used 
once more in later chapters and for different purposes. 
The following is the complete list of their dates: 


(a) 

50 Oct. 25 

p. 83,10-26 

(b) 

95 May 18 

p. 83,27-p. 

(c) 

85 Febr. 5 

p. 84.3-11 

(d) 

83 Apr. 28 

12-22 

(c) 

74 Nov. 26 

23-33 

(f) 

72 Jan. 6 

p. 85,1-8 

(g) 

82 July 9 

9-18 

W 

97 Nov. 6 

19-24 

(«■) 

95 May 14 

p. 85,25-p. 

(/) 

65 Oct. 31 

p. 86,4-9 

(k) 

105 Jan. 1 

10-16 

(/) 

61 May 1 

17-23 

(m) 

109 June 3 

24-31 

(») 

62 Jan. 22 

p. 86,32-p. 


For the details see the commentaries to the individual 
horoscopes. 

TRANSLATION 

To make clear the preceding (chapters) we shall use 
examples, taking first a distinguished nativity. Let the 
sun be in Scorpio, the moon in Câncer, Saturn in 
Aquarius, Júpiter in Sagittarius, Marsin Scorpio, Venus 
in Libra, Mercury in Scorpio, Horoscopos in Libra. 
Since, then, the nativity is nocturnal, I look for the 
moon; this happens to be in Câncer, in trine with Mars. 
And we find the (star) of Mars in epanaphora in his 
own house (Til), triangle (TT1_. X, £õ), and sect; 1 then 
(we find) Venus sharing (rulership) with Mars, since 
she is in the Horoscopos and in her own house (===); 
and third (we find) the moon in Midheaven in its own 
house (£5). It is evident, then, that the nativity is a 
notable one, since the rulers are in their own domains. 
And looking for the Lot (of Fortune) I found it in 
Aquarius; 2 Saturn is there, is the ruler, is in the (5th) 
locus of Good Fortune (^r), and is in his own house 
and triangle. Similarly Júpiter (in ?) has the llth 
locus with respect to the Lot of Fortune, that is the 
locus of accomplishment. And I took also the exalta- 
tion of the nativity 3 which, from the moon to Taurus, 
is 11 (signs) and the same number (counted) from the 
Horoscopos in Libra fell in Leo in the Locus of the 
Agathos Daimon; the sun is ruler of this, 4 and since it 

1 Cf. Introduction p. 12. 

2 From Af = Xh—(X< j—X q) = — + 4' = 

3 Cf. Introduction p. 7. 


was found in Midheaven with respect to the Lot of 
Fortune. 3 it made the nativity more illustrious and 
distinguished. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 10 

Computation shows agreement for a.d. 50 October 25 : 


Text u 

Computed 

O H 

H 1 

d 25 

£3 16 

F> 

^ 10 

u * 

* 3 

6 m 

=*= 27(1) 

9 ^ 

=a= 21 

$ Tíl 

Til 13 

H =^= 

about 4 a.m. 


No. L 61,V 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 86,17-23 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Venus, (and) Horoscopos in Taurus, moon in 
Aquarius, Saturn in Câncer, Júpiter in Libra, Mars 
(and) Mercury in Gemini. In the first periods (or 
times) he had great political prestige and affairs and 
positions of trust; for the rulers ( 2 and (T ) of the 
triangle ( 8 np V9) happened to be in centers (H and 
M respectively). But later he was brought down in life 
and became a vagabond; for Mars and Mercury were 
in opposition to (the Locus of) accomplishment 1 and 
the rulers ( b and U ) of the Lot (of Fortune 2 ) and 
of the (Locus of) accomplishment 3 were in apoklima. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 10 
For 61 May 1 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

oi 

9 

- 8 

8 9 

8 22 

H 

J 

<r 

A** 

w/ 

about sunrise 

A 

wv U 

b 

25 

£5 2 

u 


27 

sh 

K 2 

X 2 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 50. 


* Leo is the house oí the sun. 

5 If zz (the Lot of P'ortune) is rising then nt (the place of 
the sun) is in Midheaven. 

8 Note that the arrangement follows strictly the order from O 
to H instead of combining those which fali in the same sign. 

No. L 61,V 

1 The llth locus from the Lot of Fortune (~), thus &. 

- Computing for daytime one finds Af = X» + (X<j — Xq) = 
8 + 9* = ~; and zz is a house of Saturn. 

3 A house of Júpiter is ^. 
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No. L 61,X 

Vettius Valens III, 8 (p. 143,5 ff.) and VIII, 8 

(p. 318,15 ff.) 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter III.8 and the first half of VIII,8 are parallel 
versions of the same text. Kroll seems not to have 
recognized this fact, or, if he did. made no attempt to 
restore an intelligible text. Calling the two versions 
A and B respectively (A = p. 143.5 to p. 144,12; 
B = p. 318,15 to p. 319,17) we shall give in the fol- 
lowing translation a text which is relatively consistent, 
quoting in the notes the version which we reject, though 
onlv in cases of significant differences. 

It is an immediate and obvious consequence of a com- 
parison of the two versions III,8 and VIII,8 that their 
titles refer in fact to two different chapters: one “ On 
the hostile places and stars ” the text of which is given 
by A and B, the second “ On the criticai places according 
to the first table of Critodemus ” the text of which is 
only preserved in the second half of VII 1,8 beginning 
with the words “ We must first speak about the con- 
struction of the table . . (p. 319,18 Kroll). Both 

versions have combined these two titles into one, though 
B is closer to the original meaning: “ On the hostile 
places and stars; on the criticai places according to the 
first table.” In A we read “ On the hostile stars and 
criticai places; on the first table of Critodemus.” 

We shall see that the example quoted in this chapter 
can in all probability be dated October 61 a.d. In it 
a system of “ terms ” is used which assigns “ terms ” 
not only to the planets but also to sun and moon. This 
system is so far only known from Vettius Valens III,9 
(p. 144 f. Kroll; cf. Bouché-Leclercq AG p. 213 f.). 
Perhaps the association with a chapter which seems to 
come from Critodemus points to the same author as 
inventor of this particular procedure. 

TRANSLATION 

On the hostile places and stars. 

It is necessary to investigate the hostile places and 
stars not only with respect to the other (planets) but 
also for the Horoscopos and sun and moon. Because 
these. also, when 1 they come into diameter during their 
travei 2 indicate crisis and death. Thus one must in¬ 
vestigate, in the case of Saturn, the degrees at diameter, 
to which god the terms 3 belong, as given in the table. 
And the person will die when Saturn is there or in the 
square of the Horoscopos or (in the places) with the 
same rising time, according to the combination of time 
in the squares of the Horoscopos or (in the places) 

1 B Kal, A iàv. 

1 om. A. 

3 Last part of sentence omitted in A. 


with the same rising time. 3 The same must be done 
also for the other stars because the rulers of the terms 
of the diametrically opposite degrees are hostile. If these 
planets come to the places (where the rulers of the 
diameter-terms are) or in (the places) with the same 4 
rising time, then they indicate destruction. 

Thus let Saturn be in Câncer 21 degrees, terms of 
Venus. At diameter is Capricorn (21°), terms of Mars, 
who was 5 in Taurus 27 degrees. He will die when 
Saturn is there. He died (when Saturn was) in Virgo 
because it is in its square, reckoned by degrees. 0 

Júpiter 7 in Scorpio 14 degrees, terms of Saturn. The 
14th (degree) of Taurus is in the terms of Saturn. But 
it does not hecome hostile to itself. Now Leo has the 
same rising time as Scorpio and the 14th degree of Leo 
is in the terms of the sun. Thus Júpiter destroys when 
it comes to the places of the sun. 8 

Mars in Taurus 27, terms of the sun. The same 
degrees of Scorpio are in the terms of the sun. 9 But it 
does not become hostile to itself. Thus one must investi¬ 
gate the 27 degrees in Leo or in (the sign of) equal 
rising time (with 8 ) which is Aquarius 10 according to 
hourly distinctions; 11 but the 27 (degrees) of Aquarius 
are in the terms of Venus. Thus he will die when Mars 
is in Scorpio or in Pisces, 12 which are of equal rising 
time, or in their squares. If anyone reckons the 27 of 
Leo he will find the terms of Saturn. Saturn was in 
Câncer; thus he will die when Mars is in Câncer or in 
Sagittarius or their squares. 

Venus in Scorpio 27 degrees, terms of the sun. The 
27 degrees of Taurus at diameter are in the terms of 
the sun. But it does not become hostile to itself. Thus 
I investigate in (the sign of) equal rising time, Scorpio, 
the 27 (degrees) ; they are in the terms of Mercury. 
He will die when Venus is in Virgo where Mercury 
was; or in their squares. The same shoukl be done with 
Mercury. 

Also for illnesses it is necessary to investigate the 
diametrically opposite places and what planet is located 
in the hostile places 13 and (the stars) which cause the 
crises of months, days, and hours according to the 
degree 14 of the moon from which the opposing star is 
found. 


4 om. A. 

B A has here y\ios which is excluded by the positions of Venus 
and Mercury given later on. 

6 The data are too incomplete to check what is meant by 
“ reckoned by degree.” 

7 om. B. 

S B: ... becomes hateful in (the place) of the same rising 
time and there it kills. 

0 B : of the moon. 

10 Gemini in B. The rest of the sentence is omitted in B until 
“ terms.” 

11 Perhaps referring to time units instead of degrees. 

12 Error for Aquarius. 

” A: eirt to vç èx&pov s rpo iràt ( !) Õvtols instead of éiri toís 
ixOpoii robots Ôi>ra in B. 14 Lit.: thirtieth. 



83 


LITERARY SOURCES: No. L61,X — No. L62 


Then 15 from sun, moon, and Horoscopos the starter 
will l>e determined or else from the star found following 
the Horoscopos and so on in order to the other (stars) 
as they happen to be by sign and degree at time of birth ; 
making the decision for (every period) of 10 years and 
9 months. 18 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 10 

We have here a doctrine (with example) vvhich re- 
quires not only the consideration of the longitude A of 
a planet but also its diameter Ã = A-j- 180°, the signs 
of equal rising time a, the “ squares,” and the terms 
according to the scheme given in Vettius Valens II 1,9. 
Whenever the latter are found to be correct they are 
the terms at night. Thus we must assume that the 
example was a case of night birth. It turns out that 
many of the terms do not agree with the table. In 
several cases the reason for the disagreement is obvious : 
in order to discuss also the need for equal rising times 
and for squares, the terms of A and Ã should be the same 
(in order to apply the principie “ nobody is hostile to 
himself ”). Thus one term is found correctly, the other 
one is then simply assumed to be the same. 

The following data can be extracted from the example. 



A= S 21 

terms of 9 

(correct) 


Ã = V3 21 

terms of 6 

(correct) 


<3 in 8 21 

(cf. below) 


u 

A — TTL 14 

terms of *> 

(no: (T ) 


Ã= 8 14 

terms of *? 

(correct) 


a(<SL ) = a(TT\) 


(correct) 


5L 14 

terms of O 

(no: 9 ) 

ê 

A = 8 27 

terms of O 

(correct, on 




boundary) 


Ã = ni 27 

terms of O 

(no: *> ) 


a(<ft) =a(m.) 


(correct) 


Sl 27 

terms of *> 

(no: $ ) 


V in 5 


(cf. above) 


a(4T) = a( 8 ) 


(correct) 


2T27 

terms of 9 

(no: *> ) 

9 

A = TTl 27 

terms of O 

(correct, on 




boundary) 


Ã = 8 27 

terms of O 

(no: á ) 


a(5b) = a ( Tl\ ) 


(correct) 

$ 

in n 




For an attempt to 

date this horoscope we have to 

rely on the following 

elements: 




21 9 

TTl 27 


U H 

14 9 


Saturn and Júpiter for the period 

of Vettius Valens 


lead to only three possibilities: a.d. 61, 120. and perhaps 


15 This whole final paragraph is missing in B. 

10 This refers to a doctrine described in Vettius Valens VI,5 
(p. 251 ff. Kroll). 


179 or 180. The elongation of at least 57 degrees be- 
tween V r enus and Mercury is only possible when the 
sun is between these planets. Because of Mercury the 
sun cannot be beyond about =£= 25. Because of Venus 
the sun must be at least in =£= 10. This leaves us with 
the narrow interval from about October 4 to October 19. 
Computing, e.g., for October 7, rules out the two later 
dates. For 61 October 7 we find excellent agreement. 17 

Computed Text 

2 iil 30 rn, 27 

? n 24 n 

Similarly for Saturn and Júpiter: 

Text Computed 

SE 21 5 17 

24 TU 14 rrt 9 

For Mars, however, there is total disagreement: TTÇ 27 
instead of 8 21 and similar differences for the other 
years. 18 Thus we must assume that the agreement for 
four planets for 61 October 7 is a mere accident and 
all five positions werc selected arbitrarily. Or, and this 
seems more plausible, the data except for Mars were 
taken from a horoscope very close to 61 October 7 and 
only Mars was differently placed for some reason con- 
nected with the doctrine to be exemplified. 

The fact that a whole group of horoscopes between 65 
and 123 are supposedly taken from Critodemus ( cf . No. 
L65,V) might be taken as a supporting factor of the 
date 61 of the present horoscope and its association with 
Critodemus. 

No. L 62 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 86,32 to p. 87,4 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Aquarius, moon (and) Júpiter in Scorpio, 
Saturn in Câncer, Mars, Venus (and) Mercury in 
Capricorn, Horoscopos in Pisces. This man was a 
eunuch priest assigned to the goddess; for the ruler of 
the Lot (of Fortune 1 ) happened to be in Scorpio, the 
(9th) locus of the God; and the rulers of the Sect. 2 

17 A closer investigation shows that Venus restricts the dates 
to the narrow interval from October 4 to October 8 in which 
it moves from Tq. 27 to ^ 2. Mercury remains during this 
interval at about Trç> 24 or 25. 

18 It is perhaps not an accident that the position of Mars is 
also entirely wrong in the horoscopes No. L 62 (January 23) 
and No. L 65 X, both in Vettius Valens 11,21. 

No. L 62 

1 That is from Ap = Xh 4- (X^ — Xq) = K — 3* = /■. 
Sagittarius is a house of If which is located in TT\. 

2 The birth is diurnal and Saturn belongs to the diurnal sect 
(cf. Introduction p. 11) and the same holds for Mercury which 
is morning star. One expects, however, the rulers of the triangle 
~ X — ( *? and 5 ) because the sun is in rz. 
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Saturn and Mercury, were found in the (11 th) Locus 
Agathos Daimon (V3), but in opposition. 3 Wherefore 
lie fell into a great many troubles and losses and offenses 
against governor and king. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 10 

A date for this horoscope can be found within the 
historically plausible limits only ií we assume that Mars 
is incorrectly placed in V3 vvith 9 and S instead of in 
Tl\ vvith the moon and Júpiter. For 62 January 22 one 
finds 


Text 

Computed 

O 


1 

W// 1 

<r i 

1 

rri 13 

u í 

oi 29 

h 


ES 14 

S ' 
9 

- V3 

oi 24(!!) 
^ 29(!) 

9 

H 

X 

V3 6 

about 10 a.m. 


The earliest horoscope in this chapter is No. L 50. 


No. L62 —No. L 65,V 


(d) 

p. 129,15-17 

(B) 

33 f. 

86 Dec. 27 

(O 

18-23 

(C) 

p. 120,35-p. 
121,2 

101 Jan. 28 

(/) 

24-28 

(D) 

3-7 

103 Jan. 10 

(í/) 

29-33 

(E) 

8-12 

115 Dec. 26 

(/') 

p. 130,1-4 

(E) 

13-16 

65 May 24 

(0 

6-10 

(G) 

17-21 

88 May 5 

w 

11-16 

(H) 

22-26 

89 July 29 

(/) 

17-22 

(I) p. 120,27-31 
and p. 52,24-28 

91 April 4 


The first three examples of the first version are missing 
in the second. The first horoscope in CCAG 5.2 is 
missing in 11,41 of the first version but appears in 11.36 
(Kroll p. 114,16 to 18 s ). Again Kroll’s text appears 
as the better one because (A) does not concern “ vio- 
lent death ” as do all the other examples, its subject 
being only hunchbacked. 

The closeness of the dates clearly shovvs that we are 
dealing here with a uniform collection. This is con- 
firmcd by certain details, e.g., by the reckoning of the 
" Locus of Death ” from the Lot of Fortune, not from 
the Horoscopos. 4 

TRANSLATION 


No. L 65,V 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 130,1 to 5 = CCAG 5,2 

p. 121,13 to 16 


INTRODUCTION 

The chapter 1 “ On violent deaths with examples ” 
contains a series of eleven horoscopes, eight of which 
are also published in CCAG 5,2, this time in a chapter 
headed “ On the yielding of chronocratorship of the 
planets; (Chapter) 2: The assignments. From the 
(books) of Critodemus.” As all these horoscopes can 
be dated within the interval from a.d. 65 to 123 one 
might be tempted to assign Critodemus to this period, 
were it not known that he lived before Pliny. 2 Conse- 
quently one lias to prefer the version of the title which 
is given in KrolFs text. 

The collection of horoscopes is not identical in the 
two versions as is shown by the following list: 


Kroll 

(a) p. 128,31-37 

(b) p. 129,1-7 

(c) 8-14 


CCAG 5,2 


(A) p. 120,30-32 


Date 

123 July 2 
97 Feb. 23 
87 July 9 
112 Aug. 17 


Sun, moon, (and) Mercury in Gemini, Saturn in Leo, 
Júpiter in Pisces, Mars in Câncer, Venus in Aries, 5 
Horoscopos in Capricorn, where also the Lots (of For¬ 
tune and Daimon) were located. 6 The ruler (of the 
Lots), Saturn, 7 was in the (8th) Locus of Death (a) 
and was in aspect with Venus (in T). Mars (in S) 
was in opposition to the Horoscopos (in VS). This 
person died by poison. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 11 

For 65 May 24 one finds excellent agreement. 


Text Computed 


Ol 


X 1 

<L 

- X 

X 10 

9 

J 


X 13 


a 

a 22 

U 

X 

X 16 

ê 


S 11 

9 

cy> 5 

T 15 

H 

V3 

about 8 p 


3 Mercury is in VS, Saturn in fõ in opposition to V5- 

No. L 65,V 

1 It is counted as Chapter 40 on the page titles of Kroll’s 
rdition, but as Chapter 41 in the Greek text (p. 123,25) and in 
the index (p. XIV). 

2 Cf. the discussion below p. 185. 


3 Cf. below p. 108. 

4 Cf. Introduction p. 8. 

3 Following CCAG 5,2 p. 121,14. Kroll p. 130,2 adopted the 
incorrect version (Taurus), relegating the correct text to the 
apparatus. 

0 Because O and <X are in the same sign. 

' A house of Saturn is VS. 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. L65,X —No. L 74,1 V 
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No. L 65,X 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 86,4-9 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Scorpio, moon in Aries, 
Saturn in Virgo, Júpiter in Pisces, Mars in Leo, Venus 
(and) Horoscopos in Sagittarius. Even in childliood 
the nativity vvas destined to very great property; íor 
the (11 th) locus 1 of accoinplishinent was in Pisces 
vvith Júpiter in his own domain (house). And Venus 
co(ruler) of the triangle (of the sun, TH, X <5>) and 
ruler of the Lot (of Fortune 2 in 8 , a house of $ ) 
and of the exaltation (of the nativity, again in 8 ) 
was . . . 3 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 11 

The date oi this horoscope is very questionable. From 
the dates of the other examples in this chapter 4 and 
from the general form, a date in the first century seems 
to be plausible. And indeed, for 65 October 31 one can 
satisfy the first five data: 


Text 

Computed 

O} m 

TTl 7 

5 I 1,1 

TTL 17 

d T 

T 18 

b n 

TTR 9 

U X 

X 10 


Mars and Venus, however, should at this date both be 
in = 2 = (27 and 23 respectively) whereas the text locates 
Mars in 5b, Venus in **. And no other date, down to 
the middle of the third century will bring all the three 
outer planets in the right position with the sun in 
Scorpio. Thus some of the elements must be wrong but 
there seems to be no obvious emendation which could 
restore a plausible date, leaving 65 as a tentative 
solution. 

The time of birth was about 8 a.m.— For related lioro- 
scopes cf. No. L 50. 


No. L 68 

Vettius Valens V,ll p. 234,7-11 

Cf. No. L 37 

1 Counted from 8, the Lot of Fortune. 

5 Found from Ar = X H + (X<j — Xq) = — 7* = 8. 

s lacuna in the text followcd by “ Horoscopos by degree( ?).” 
4 Cf. the Introduction to No. L 50. 


No. L 72 

Vettius Valens 11,21, p. 85,1-8 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury 1 in Capricorn, moon (and) 
Venus 1 in Sagittarius, Saturn in Scorpio, Júpiter in 
Libra, Mars in Aquarius, Fortune in Aries, 2 Horoscopos 
in Taurus. This nativity was also at the beginning 
mixed and mediocre but later was raised and had a 
share of chaplets and became archpriest. For the tri¬ 
angle (K? 8 Tl$) rulers ( d and $ ) were found to be 
in epanaphora 3 and the third ruler ( 5 ) of the triangle 
and the ruler (á) of (T) 4 the Lot (of Fortune) was 
in Midheaven (-£?). Likewise the ruler (O) of (5b), 
the exaltation (of the nativity), was in Midheaven with 
reference to the Lot (of Fortune, 5 and (also) the ruler 
( $ ) of Daimon (X)° [text broken]. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 11 

This is the sixth horoscope in a collection of examples, 
the first of which is No. L 50. For the present horo¬ 
scope one finds the date 72 January 6: 


Text 

° V3 

[ 9 J s 

d 1 _ 

Computed 

15 

V? 10 
# 6 

$ \ 


J 11 


TTl 

TTl 18 

u 



6 

/vw 

,— 7 

H 

8 

about 2 p.m. 


No. L 74,IV 

Vettius Valens 111,13 (p. 154,1 to 10) 

TRANSLATION 

As an example let the sun be in 1 degree of Taurus, 
the moon in 16 degrees of Gemini, Horoscopos in 14 
degrees of Taurus, the (preceding) conjunction in about 
27 degrees of Aries, the ascending node in 25 degrees of 
Capricorn. I countcd upwards 1 from the conjunction 

1 Kroll interchanges iu the text Venus and Mercury and 
removes to the apparatus the correct reading of S “moon (and) 
Venus.” All manuscripts seem to have “sun (and) Venus” 
instead of “sun (and) Mercury.” 

2 From Ar = X,| + (X^ — Xq) = 8 — 1* = T- 

3 A better translation would be “ rising,” but both moon and 
Venus approach invisibility. 

4 A house of $ is T. 

1 If T is rising VS is culminating. 

8 A house of Ç is X- 

No. L 74,1 V 

1 That means in the direction of the daily rotation. 
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(T 27) to the ascending node (V3 25) ; it makes 92. 
I subtracted it upwards 1 from the degree of the Horo- 
scopos (8 14); it ends in 12 degrees of Aquarius. Thus 
the 92 (degrees) total for the clima of Alexandria 70 
years. 2 He lived seventy years and one month. [There 
follows a mutilated passage concerning the situation at 
conception. The corresponding full moon is said to have 
heen in Capricorn 21.] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 11 

For 74 April 19 one finds excellent agreement with 
the data of the text: 


Text 



Computed 

O 

8 

1 

T 27 

d 

X 

16 

X 12 

H 

8 

14 

about 7 a.m. 

prec. conj. 

T 

27 

T 23 (April 15) 

& 

V3 

25 

VS 21 

full moon of conception 

V5 

21 

V3 14 (73 July 8) 


A deviation of 4 o between text and computation agrees 
with the correction to be expected for the first centurv." 

A similar fragmentary horoscope is No. L 115,11 and 
No. L 75,1. 

No. L 74,XI 

Vettius Valens 11,21, p. 84,23-33 and 
VII,2, p. 270,6-17 

TRANSLATION 

First Version 

Sun, Mercury, Saturn (and) Júpiter in Sagittarius, 
moon in Câncer, Mars in Virgo, Venus (and) Horo- 
scopos in Libra. As it is a night birth we find the moon, 
in the triangle of Mars TTL X), and Mars itself in 
apoklima, as are both the Lot (of Fortune, i.e., X) 1 
and (its) ruler (lí). Wherefore he lived his first 
(years) humbly and in poverty and (experienced) cap- 
tivity and servitude and was involved in many perils. 
But since the (planets) of the same sect 2 happened 
to be in operative positions he carne into friendships 
and associations and received positions of royal trust. 
Indeed, he became highly esteemed because the cxalta- 
tion (of the nativity) was found in Leo and the ruler 

2 This is probably taken from tables similar to the tables in 
book VIII (Kroll p. 321 ff.). 

3 The larger deviation in the case of the full moon is not 
significant since it can be explained as the result of the com¬ 
putation of the lunar longitude for the expected time of the 
opposition. where a small error has a great effect on the longi¬ 
tude of the moon. 

No. L 74,XI 

1 From Af = Xh — (X<ç — Xq) = — T 5" = X- And X is a 
house of Júpiter. 

2 Probably moon and Venus. co-rulers of the triangle til, X. 


(of Leo), the sun, was in Midheaven (with respect) to 
the Lot (of Fortune 3 ) and he was found worthy of 
leadership and a position of power. 

Sccond Version 

Sun, Saturn, Júpiter (and) Mercury in Sagittarius, 4 
moon in Câncer, Mars in Virgo, Venus (and) Horo- 
scopos in Libra. First clima. In the 69th year he was 
deemed worthy of the governorship 5 and became feared 
and most highly regarded and blessed by many but was 
(also) envied and became involved in mob uproar and 
riots and did not complete his term of office and was 
overtaken by painful illness and death. For operative 
were the rising time of Libra (the Horoscopos) 38:20° 
and that of Câncer (Midheaven) 31 ;40, which total 
69; and the same (total) is found for the maleficent 
(planets) : (namely) 30 for Saturn and 19 for the sun 
and 20 for Mercury 0 make 69. And again 38;20 of 
Virgo, 12 of Júpiter and 19 of the sun make 69. Thus 
all the stars were operative and each of them, according 
to its own nature and to its place in the scheme, had its 
own effect. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 11 

The first version is the fifth horoscope in a series of 
14 examplcs, the first and earliest of which is No. L 50. 
For the present horoscope one finds the date 74 No- 


vember 26: 



Text 

Computed 

O 


* 3 

$ 


^ 6 

b 


^ 14 

u 


* 17 

d 


10 

<5 

n 

n 29 

$ 

f 

^ 18 

H 

\ “ 

about 2 a.m. 

The sccond 

version 

is the earliest horoscope in chap 

ter VII,2 which contains the follovving six horoscopes 

74 Nov. 

26 

p. 270,6 to 17 

114 Sept. 

24 

p. 268,7 to 15 

117 June 30 

p. 269.11 to 28 

118 Nov. 

26 

p. 268,29 to p. 269,2 

120 Dec. 

8 

p. 267,28 to p. 268,4 

122 Dec. 

4 

p. 268,16 to 28. 


n If X is rising then ^ is in Midheaven. 

4 Note the different order of enumeration as compared with 
the first version. 

8 Perhaps Valerius Eudaemon who became íirapxos Aiyv-rTov 
in 142 but was no longer prefect in 144; cf. Stein Pràf. p. 74 ff. 
See also W. L. Westermann. The prefect Valerius Eudaemon 
and the indigent Iiturgist, JEA 40 (1954) pp. 107-111. 

G Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 493. 

T In the second version the arrangement is O b lí S. 
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From the seconcl version we obtain the inforniation 
that the birthplace belongs to the first clima (Alexan¬ 
dria). The rising times quoted 

a,; = a ; = 38 ;20 and a, = 31 ;40 

belong to System A. 

No. L 75 

Vettius Valens III,6 (p. 141,28 to 142,7) and 111,14 
(p. 156,7 to 13) and IV,8 (p. 167,11 to p. 169,3 
= CCAG 5,2 p. 82,30 to p. 84,11) 

TRANSLATION 

l : irst Version (II 1,6) 

For example let the sun be in Câncer degree 29;30, 
the moon in Pisces degree 12, Saturn in Sagittarius 
degree 27;S, Júpiter in {Virgo degree 22;13}, x Mars 
in Scorpio degree 7 ;23, Venus in Câncer degree 28;13, 
Mercury in Leo degree 11 ;25. Horoscopos in Pisces 
degree 17, Midheaven in Sagittarius degree 25. The na- 
tivity was without house-ruler because Venus, ruler of 
the terins of the moon, 1 2 had fallen below Dysis. The 
Horoscopos was the starter, the ruler of the terins of 
Venus was itself found in apoklima below Dysis. 3 Thus 
the start 4 (extends) from the Horoscopos to the (end 
of the) side of the quartile (X 17) and the diametrical 
radiation (from X) toward Saturn (which is) in the 
terms of a maleficent (star). 5 But Mars altered its 
diametrical radiation because Júpiter was found in an 
equal degree 6 and hindered the destruetive (influencc). 
He died then at 69 years but if Júpiter in quartile 7 had 
not hindered, he would have lived onlv 64 vears. 

Second Version (II 1.14) 

For example: let sun (and) Venus be in Câncer, 
moon and Horoscopos in Pisces, Saturn in Sagittarius, 
Júpiter in Capricorn. Mars in Scorpio, Mercury in Leo, 
the Lot of Fortune in Câncer 8 (and in the 5th Locus) 
Agathos Daimon. 9 The ruler of the Lot (of Fortune in 

1 Should be Capricorn, about 12° ; cf. Commentary. 

1 The terms of Venus end at X 12. 

3 The only planet “ in apoklima below Dysis ” is Mercury. 
Since X 17, the Horoscopos, belongs to the terms of Mercury, 
Kroll emends the text to “(Mercury) the ruler of the terms 
(of the Horoscopos).” Consequently “ of Venus” must be con- 
sidered an error. Another possibility would consist in removing 
“below Dysis” and to read “(Mars) the ruler of the terms of 
Venus was in apoklima ” because Til. 7 ;23 where Mars is, belongs 
to the terms of Venus, and is in apoklima. Neither one of thesc 
cniendations is really convincing. 

* That is the first chronocratorship. 

5 Saturn in & 27 ;8 is in the terms of Mars. 

r ' Meaning doubtful ; cf. Commentary. 

7 Cf. Commentary. 

N From Af — Ah — (A([ — Aq) = X — 8* = ^õ. 

* Actually not Agathos Daimon but Agathe Tyche (same error 

in No. L 135,1). 


the moon 10 ) was found at center (H). I set down 
the minimum (period) of the moon, 25 years, and the 
rising time of Câncer in the second clima, 32 years, and 
12 years of the house-ruler of the moon, Júpiter." They 
add to the same 12 69 years; he died at that age. 

Third Version (IV,8) 

For example let the nativity be this: sun (and) Venus 
in Câncer, moon (and) Horoscopos in Pisces, (Saturn) 13 
in Sagittarius, (the ncarest) full moon 14 (and) Júpiter 
(in Capricorn), 13 Mars in Scorpio, Mercury in Leo, the 
Lot of Fortune in Leo, 13 the Daimon in Scorpio. 13 I in- 
vestigatc year 70. 

I took the physical (life) periods from Leo, 10 giving 
first to Leo itself 19 years, 17 then to Virgo 20 years. 18 
then to Libra 8 years, 19 then to Scorpio 15 years; 20 
it makes 62 years. In these (years) he had many crises, 
both falis from a heiglit and broken limbs. And the 
remaining 8 years (until 70) from Sagittarius, Saturn 
being located there by sect (?). In these years he had 
to expect shipwrecks and bodily disorders. We get the 
cause of the injury from the sign where the ruler of the 
Lot of Fortune was found passing through; viz. the Lot 
was found in Leo and the ruler of Leo, the sun, was 
found in Câncer; 21 and Câncer indicates breast and 
throat; we say then that the injury was from Câncer. 

For take the apportionments of the years and count 
them as 360 days; and computing the 5J (days) apart, 
add them to the years. 22 Then 23 it gave to Sagittarius 
one year, 24 to Capricorn 2 years 3 months, 23 to Aquarius 
2 years 6 months. 20 To Pisces one year; 24 then to Aries 

10 Câncer is the house of the moon. 

II The moon is in X, a house of Júpiter. 

12 Cf. the first version. 

13 Cf. below p. 88 f. 

" Kroll, for no reason, changes the text and places the full 
moon in jC. Computation shows that the text is right. 

13 Cf. note 21. 

10 The Lot of Fortune: cf. note 21. 

17 The period of the sun; and Leo is its house. 

18 The period of Mercury; irç is a house of 9. 

10 The period of Venus; is a house of 9. 

20 The period of Mars; Tlf. is a house of S. 

21 We see here how the data of a nativity were arbitrarily 
modified to suit the purpose. In the second version the Lot of 
Fortune was located in and the moon its ruler (cf. notes 8 
and 10). Now we must use the accurate positions of the first 
version in order to find the Lot of Fortune in Leo. Indeed we 
then have A F = X„ — (X^ — Aq) = X 18 — X 12 + S 29 ;30 = 
Sl5;30. For the Daimon we find similarly TTt 0 ;30 thus luckily 
the same sign for accurate and for crude counting. 

22 This rule is not followed in the subsequent procedure. 

23 Continuing the zodiacal signs from Scorpio where we lcft off. 

24 Sagittarius and Pisces are the houses of Júpiter whose 
period is 12 (months = 1 year). 

25 Cf. note 26. 

20 Aquarius is a house of Saturn whose ordinary period is 30 
(months = 2years 4- 6months). The maximal period of Saturn 
is 57 years; thus the remaining 27 (months = 2 years 4- 3 months) 
are given to the second house of Saturn, Capricorn. 
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the remaincler of the 9 years. 27 Mars 28 then, being ruler 
of physical (life) periods, taking over from Saturn, 
which is locatecl in Sagittarius, acconiplislied the end; 
he died diseased in the throat and afflicted with cough- 
ing; for the (8th) Locus of Dcath (from 5b, the Lot 
of Fortune) vvas in Pisces where the moon was located 
and Saturn (in # ) was in dominant aspect (Quartile) ; 
hence the power (of b to bring deatli). And besides, 
the ruler of the full moon, 29 Saturn, after turningaway 3U 
caused the type violent death. But the disease of the 
throat and the cough (happened), because the ruler of 
the Lot of Fortune (5b), the sun, was found in Câncer; 
and Câncer indicates breast and throat. 

I reckoned the periods of activities from Scorpio, 31 
giving to Mars 15 years, 32 then to Sagittarius 12, 33 
Saturn being there. Up to 27 years (the total so far), 
he was an intermittent vagrant. His adequate property 
was squandered by guardians; also the Locus of Accom- 
plishment 34 was in Gemini and none of the beneficent 
(planets) were in aspect, but only Saturn (in # ) was 
in opposition. Next then Capricorn took over 27 years, 35 
Júpiter being located there and in (the llth locus) 
Agathos Daimon and in aspect of opposition to sun and 
Venus. And he lived this whole period in success and 
was entrusted with public and royal affairs, and was a 
friend of governors and kings and became accordingly 
rich, but destined to reversals and ups and downs in the 
course of time, according to the successive taking over 
or aspects of the maleficent (planets), and to transient 
wealth, because Júpiter was found to be retrograde 3 ''’ 
and in his own depression (V3). After Capricorn, 
Aquarius took over the period, Mars (in n\) and Mer- 
cury (in 5b) in aspect (quartile and opposition respec- 
tively) and the beneficent (planets) not in aspect; and 
he carne to the end of his career and lost much through 
misplaced trust, and he undertook pledges for relatives 
and slaves, through whose negligence and need he fell 
into debt and was found abject, because the whole founda- 
tion (of the nativity) bore in this direction. 

Aquarius itself took 2 years 6 months, 37 then Júpiter 
1 year, then Mars 1 year and 3 months, then Venus 

27 Which complete 70 years from the 62nd year on. Tlic total 
so far amounts to 68 years 9 months. 

29 As ruler of its house Aries. 

29 The preceding full moon occurred July 16 in VS 22. Since 
V5 is a house of Saturn. this planet is the ruler of the full moon. 

30 ávócTpotpos yevópevot, here perhaps “ turning away ’’ from 
the full moon (in V3). Cf., however, Introduction p. 13. 

31 The Lot of Daimon (r/. note 21) following \’ettius Valens 
1 V,7 (Kroll p. 166,10 ff.). 

32 Cf. note 20; Mars was in n\. 

33 The period of lí because ^ is a house of lí. 

34 The llth locus from the Lot of Fortune (Sl) is X 

33 Cf. note 26. 

3C Obviously correct since Júpiter is in opposition to the sun. 

37 Cf. note 26. Now we are operating again with months 
(24 + 6 = 30) since 30 years would be too much after the 
accumulation of 27 4- 27 = 54 years so far. 


8 months, then Mercury 1 year 8 months. 38 Then his 
affairs gave way to great decline. Then next the moon 
took over 2 years 1 month. 39 In these it was destined 
that he reco ver some of the plcdges and get the help 
of friends. Then similarly the sun took 1 year 7 months 
in Leo and Mercury in Virgo 1 year 8 months. 40 Then, 
since maleficent (planets) were in aspect to the loci 41 
and to Mercury, 4 - he was brought down in this period. 
hor the Lot (of Fortune, 5b) was found in apoklima 
and the ruler of the triangle of the moon (X 2Õ iq.) vvas 
Mars. 4, After the (period) of Mercury, Venus took 8 
months, next Mars 1 year 3 months, 44 then Sagittarius 
1 year; 43 and it was the end. 46 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 12 

1 he dating of the first version caused great difficulties. 
Saturn and Júpiter are nowhere near the assigned posi- 
tjons in ? 27 and Trç 22 respectively except as late as 
546 July 21 and then again in 605: 



546 

605 

Text 

O 

29 ;30 

25 30 

25 

29;30 

b 

* 22 

^ 23 


27 ;8 

lí 

W 25 

TV 17 

n 

22 ; 13 


In the first case, however, all three remaining planets 
and the moon occupy positions far away from those 
gi\en in the text; for 605 the same holds except for 
\ enus which is then in conjunction with the sun as 
required. 

Consequently it is necessary to assume an error in 
the text. Since the lifetime of the person in question 
was 69 years it seemed plausible to investigate whether 
disregarding Saturrds position in ^ or Jupiter’s in TT$ 
would lead to a date near a.d. 70 such that the remaining 
positions would be represented correctly (of course with 
a deviation of about + 5 o for a date in the first century). 
The investigation of all dates which placed Júpiter in TT$ 
(disregarding Saturn) led to negative results. For 
Saturn in however, the year 75 not only showed 

all planets in their proper place when the sun had the 
expected longitude of about ES 25 but at the same time 

3 ' The periods of the planets (counted as months) in the order 
of their houses from X ( lí ) to X ( 3 ). 

** Th e period of the moon is 25, the house is 25. 

40 The periods of sun and Mercury are 19 and 20 respectively. 
The signs, however, are not the locations but again the houses. 

Saturn in in opposition to the locus of accomplishment 
in X; Mars in tl\ in trine to H and in quartile to the Lot of 
Fortune in SI- 

4 ’ Mars in n\ is trine to Mercury in Sl. 

43 Mars is the ruler of the triangle 2õ ni X. 

44 The periods of the planets in the order of the signs, which 
are their houses, from trç (?) to TTt ( $ ) ; cf. note 38. 

48 Cf. note 24. 

,r ' The total is 69 years 1 months. 
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the moon was correctly locatcd. Thus, within more than 
six centuries only 75 July 19 satisfied all requirements, 
except for Júpiter which had to be in VS 7( + 5 = 12) 
instead of tt^ 22;13. Now for 75 July 19 two other 
versions are attested, one in II 1.4 the other in IV,8 
quoting all zodiacal signs correctly, including V3 for 
Júpiter. And in both cases the duration of life was again 

68 vears. 47 Thus all three versions concern undoubtedlv 

* • 

the same individual, who was born a.d. 75 July 19 and 
died early in a.d. 144. 

This result is confirmed by a direct reference 48 to the 
same day, Vespasian 7 Epiphi (XI) 25/26 = 75 July 
19, for an individual who died in the niiddle of his 69th 
year. As longitude of the sun we find S 27 ;43 (as 
compared with ÍS 29;30 in the first version) and for 
the moon X 12;42 (X 12 in the first version). The 
discrepancy of almost 2 degrecs in the solar position is 
difficult to explain, if not as computing error in at least 
one of the two cases. 49 

The relationship between the first version and the two 
others is of importance because we have here a case 
where we can see tliat Vettius Valens computed his 
horoscopes with an accuracv of degrees and minutes 
even if lie normally quotes zodiacal signs only. 50 It is 
of interest, furthermore, that Júpiter is entirely misplaced 
(both sign and degree) and that this position in TTJ2 
instead of in V3 is used in the astrological commentary 
in which Júpiter appears to be in quartile to Saturn in 

. This shows that the error is old and even suggests 
an intentional modification of the correct data, though 
such a suspicion is not at all supported by the experience 
with all the other horoscopes quoted by Vettius Valens. 
Equally inexplicable is the number of degrees, 22;13°, 
unless the tertn «ro/xmpoç (p. 142,5) should indicate that 
both Mars and Júpiter have the same number of degrees 
in their respective signs, 51 and thus allow us to emend 
22 to 7—which would be the longitude obtained by 
modem computation for Júpiter. 

Otherwise the agreement is very good. For the first 
version one finds for 75 July 19: 


47 According to the first and second versions lie died in his 
69th year. The third version shows that he should have died 
at least 68 years 9 months old and at the most 69 years 4 nionths. 

48 In VIII,7 (p. 317,15-31); cf. our list p. 180 No. 5. 

49 In VIII,7 p. 317 one must read “3rd hour of night ” instead 
of 6th hour of night as follows from the position of H. This 
error is, of course, palaeographically explicable. 

60 The only other instances of explicit references to degrees 
and minutes by Vettius Valens are the horoscopes for 110 March 
15, for 114 May 14, and for 127 November 22. Degrees (no 
minutes) are given in Nos. L61X, 74 IV, 75,1 and 115 II. 

51 This interpretation is supported by Vettius Valens 11,16 
(p. 70,31) where Kar’ iaópoipo v oráaeif twv TfTpayúvivv uai ôia- 
pirpuv are mentioned. 


Text 

Computed 

O 

S 29 ;30 62 

S 24 

<r 

X 12 

X 10 


* 27 ;8 

* 19 

u 

"K 22; 1 3 (!!) 

W 7(!) 

6 

TTL 7 ;23 

TTL 9 

9 

S 28;13 

21 

9 

a 11 ;25 

Sl 9 

H 

X 17 

about 10 p.m. 

M 

* 25 

? 22 53 


In the second version we have the zodiacal signs only 
(in complete agreement with computation) while the 
third version adds the nearest full moon in V3, together 
with Júpiter. This is indeed correct since the full moon 
of July 16/17 happcncd at VJ 22. 

The second version precedes No. L 135,1. A second 
horoscope in the same chapter, III,6, is No. L 110,111. 

No. L 75,1 

Vettius Valens 111,13 (p. 153,15 to 21) 

TRANSLATION 

As an example, let the ascending node be in Gemini 
23 degrees, the (preceding) conjunction in Pisces about 
8 degrees, the Horoscopos in Pisces 4 degrees, the Mid- 
hcaven in Sagittarius 13 degrees. I took (the distance) 
from the conjunction to the ascending node; it makes 
105 degrees. These (I count) from the Horoscopos 
since it was a day-birth. It ends in 19 degrees of Gemini. 
For clima 2 it totais 76 years . . . months; so long 
he livcd. 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 12 

The two following horoscopes in this chapter, No. 
L74IV and No. L 115 II, record as length of life 70 
and 32 years respectively, thus leading to a.d. 144 and 
147 as the period of writing. Since our horoscope 
belongs to the same group and gives 76 years as length 
of life one may expect a date in the decade from a.d. 
65 to 75. 

The only data given in the text are 
a X 23 I 

Preced. conj. X 8 f dlstance 105 

H X 4 

M * 13 

clima 2 


52 Or 27 ;43 in VIII,7 (p. 317,16). 

83 Computation with the Handy Tables gives for Alexandria 
M = Z 1 21 ;53, for Rhodes 22 ;35, thus for Babylon a value 
of about 22. The approximate procedure of Paulus Alexan- 
drinus (cf. p. 10) leads, for clima 2 (and System A), lo 
# 21 ;20. Thus neither mcthod explains satisfactorily the result 
of the text. 
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Since the last conjunction fcll in X 8, the sun can only 
be between X 8 and T 8, or, with a correction of about 
4 o for longitudes in the first century, between X 4 and 
T 4. This means about February 23 for the date of 
conjunction and the follovving 30 days as range for the 
date of the horoscope. 

For the node at conjunction we sliould expect to find 
by modern computation about X 19 or 20 since the 
motion of the node during one month amounts to about 
— 1 ;30°. The only years in which new moon falis close 
to February 23 are 

a.d. 57 Q about & 22; 15 

65 S 17 ;30 

76 * 14 ;45 

84 10 

Since the node rccedes 7 ;30° (plus one complete rota- 
tion) in 19 years, it is evident that nowhere near the 
expected period do node and new moon ha ve the required 
longitudes. 

This result can be confirmed also from the determina- 
tion of the longitudes of the nodes, computed, e.g., for 
March 1 : 


47 

& = Eõ 

5 ;40 

48 

X 

16 ;20 

66 

X 

28; 10 

85 

X 

20 ;40 

104 

X 

13 ;10 


The node is near the expected position X 19 or 20 only 
for a.d. 48 and 85. The preceding conjunctions, how- 
ever, are February 3 and February 13 respectively, thus 
20 or 10 days too early. 

Probably the text contains an error. Indeed H = X 4 
and O between X 8 and T 8 would indicate the hours 
before sunrise whereas the text speaks about day birth. 
On the other hand, the 105° from the conjunction to 
the ascending node are counted from H towards IMC 
thus in the direction associated with daytime according 
to this very chapter (p. 153,3-5 Kroll). This suggests 
that at least H is incorrectly given, though M agrees 
with H. 1 Thus no simple emendation seems possible 
which would solve these contradictions. 

No. L 76 

CCAG 6 p. 67 to p. 71 and CCAG 8,2 p. 82 to p. 84 

TRANSLATION 

There was, he (Antigonus of Nicaea) says, a person 

1 The Handy Tables give for Alexandria M = ^’ , 13;30, for 
Rhodes /'MiSO. The procedure described by Paulus Alexan- 
drinus (cf. p. 10) gives for System A and Babylon M = 
^ 12;40 (text: & 13). 


having the sun in Aquarius 8 1 degrees, the moon and 
Júpiter and the Horoscopos, the three together at the 
first degree of the same sign, namely Aquarius; Saturn 
in Capricorn 5 2 degrees and Mercury with it (at) 12 
degrees; Venus in Pisces 12 degrees and Mars with it 
(at) 22 degrees; Midheaven in Scorpio 22. 3 {In this 
configuration the house ruler of the moon (in £?), 
Saturn, 4 being in its own house (V?), allots its maxi- 
mum number of years of life (namely) 56 (sic) ; and 
since Venus (in X) is in aspect (sextile) to it (Saturn 
in >3), it allots additional 8 years, so that the total of 
years is 64. After 61 years lOmonths the degrees of the 
Horoscopos and the moon (in 1) come into quartile 
to Saturn, 5 which, however, is not destructive because 
Venus is in aspect to it (Saturn) (also) the second 
time. 6 } 7 

Such a person {whose nativity he recorded,} 7 was 
adopted by a certain emperor (Trajan), akin to him, 
and having lived with him two years, became emperor 
about bis 42nd year and was wise and educated, so that 
he was honored by shrines and temples; and he was 
married to one wife from maidenhood and was childless ; 
and he had one sister. 7 * And he was at discord and 
conflict with his own relatives. 8 When he had reached 
about his 63rd year he died,° a victim to dropsy and 
asthma. 

And why it happened in this way is explained as 
íollows. He became emperor because the two luminaries 
(O and d ) were with the Horoscopos and especially 
because the moon was of the (same) sect 10 and in con¬ 
junction to the degree with the Horoscopos (both in 
~ 1) and with Júpiter which was also due to make its 
morning phase after 7 days. And its (the moon’s) 
attending stars 11 themselves were found in íavorable 

1 Variant from CCAG 8,2 (Paris. 2501) : 20. 

I Variants: 10 in Paris. 2417 (P) and 16 in the text and in 
the diagram of the Vindob. (V). This latter text, including the 
diagram, is published in part in Cramer, ARLP p. 165 and 
p. 166 leít half, corresponding to CCAG 6 p. 67 to p. 69,25 
(what follows is F. 302 and 302 v of V and has nothing to do 
with this horoscope). 

3 Following the text of P. The diagram in V has 24. 

* Aquarius is a house of Saturn. 

5 This is obviously wrong since 61 years is only slightly more 
than two periods of Saturn. Consequently the longitude of 
Saturn changes only from the beginning of V3 to the beginning 
of x. Thus Saturn is not in quartile with H and moon in ~ 1 
but in conjunction. 

0 Venus is then at the beginning of thus again in sextile 
to *> in 

T Omitted in V and in CCAG 8,2. 

T * Domitia Paulina. 

' This probably refers to the case of Pedanius Fuscus whose 
horoscope (No. LI 13,IV) belongs to the same group of three 
horoscopes of which No. L40 is the earliest one. 

9 Hadrian died 138 July 10, thus at the age of 62 è years. 

10 Meaning not clear. 

II That is the planets which follow the rising of the moon; 
cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 253. Here sun, Venus and Mars. 
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positions, Vénus in her own exaltation (X), Mars in 
its own triangle (X, SB, TU) and locatecl in its own 
degrees, 12 both in their own domains and in epanaphora 
with respect to the moon. And besides the cosmos- 
ruling sun was its (the moon’s) attendant in the subse- 
quent degrees («ST'8°) and had as attending stars Saturn 
in its own house (13), and Mercury (in 13), both at 
their morning rising. It is also significant that the moon 
was about to come in conjunction with a cortain bright 
fixed star which is at the 20th degree (of „cr). For it 
is necessary to look at the conjunctions of the moon not 
only with the planets but also with the fixed stars. 

[In a similar fashion characteristics of Hadrian and 
events in his life are discussed; 13 the following astro- 
nomical data occur:] Mercury and Saturn were in the 
morning phase and in the 12th locus. 14 Mars, the ruler 
of M, 15 is in Pisces, in its own triangle and degrees. 
Júpiter with sun and moon in the Horoscopos (^r). 
Saturn at morning rising, Mars at evening rising. 10 
After 40 days the moon in Câncer, Mars in Aries. 17 
Saturn in Capricorn at diameter to the moon in Câncer, 
Mars in trine. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 12 

Kroll realized that tliis horoscope concerns the cm- 
peror Hadrian. Indeed for a.d. 76 January 24, the 
birthday of Hadrian, one obtains very good agreement 
between text and computation : 


Text 

Computed 

T ext — comp. 

O 

8 

xj 

+ 5 

«i 


V3 28 

+ 3 

«! 

1 

1 

V3 27 

+ 4 



about 6 a.m. 



V3 5 

V? 0 

+ 5 

9 

V? 12 

V3 7 

+ 5 

9 

* 12 

X 15 

— 3 

<5 

X 22 

X 19 

+ 3 

M 

TTl 22( ?) 

18 TTl 21 ;23 19 


Júpiter is said to be 7 days before heliacal rising. This 
statement is probably based on the then elongation of 

14 or 

15 degrees; 

; corresponding to a 

mean interval of 


12 Mars in X 22 is in his own terms which extend from X 19 
to X 28. 

13 Cf. also Stegcmann [1] cols. 370-372. 

14 CCAG 6, p. 69,6. 

15 Called Karà Kopvtprjt’ TÓnos (p. 69,15); here TTX, a house of 
Mars. 

10 P. 69,23 f. 

1T P. 71,17 ff. 

18 Variant: 24; cf. note 3. 

19 Since Hadrian was horn in Halica (southern Spain, near 
Seville, latitude about 37 ;30) the above value was computed for 
the clima Rhodes with the Theon tables (cod. Vat. gr. 1291). 
The procedure of Paulus Alexandrinus (cf. p. 10) leads to 
M = Hl 14 ;10 for Alexandria and M = Til 17 ;40 for the latitude 
of Spain. 


invisibility of 30°. Later on it is stated several times 
that Saturn and Mercury are in their morning rising, 
an essentially correct statement, and Mars in evening 
rising, which is true only in a looser sense, the elonga- 
tion being 45°. The moon is said to approach a bright 
fixed star in 20, but there are only stars of 4th magni¬ 
tude in tliis region. 20 

Forty days later the moon is in Câncer, Mars in Aries 
as stated in the text. Cf. the commentary to No. L 40 
for similar cases. 

No. L 78 

Vettius Valens 11,26, p. 93,25 to p. 94,2 

1NTRODUCTION 

Chapter 11,26 is headed by the title “ Examples for 
the preceding topics ” on “ famous and distinguished ” 
and on “ obscure and debased ” nativities. Four horo- 
scopes are collected in 11,26 whose dates are 

188 Aug. 10 
86 Aug. 2 
78 April 1 

101 March 5. 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, moon, Júpiter, (and) Horoscopos in Aries, 
Satum (and) Venus in Aquarius, Mars in Gemini, 
Mercury in Pisces. This person was commanding and 
despotic, because the rulers (O and lí ) of the triangle 
(of the sun, T Sl #) were found to be at a center 
(H) and in the Horoscopos, and in it also fell the Lot 
(of Fortune) and the Daimon and the Basis and the 
exaltation (of the nativity). But Mars, the ruler of 
these, 1 being unfavorably situated and not in aspect to 
the place 2 had opposite effects, both exile and violent 
death; for it was ruler of the conjunction (of sun and 
moon in T ). 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 12 

Except for Mars (which is between its sccond station 
and setting) good agreement is reached for 78 April 1: 

20 The only bright star in tliis whole region is a Pise. austr. 
(1 st magn.) the longitude of which is, however, zz 7 according 
to Ptolemy (Almagest VIII.l; /3 = — 20;20) and ~ 10;26 in 
the Liber Herm. (Gundel, HT p. 159). 

No. L 78 

1 A house of <J is T. 

2 As is seen from Kroll’s apparatus, the passage is not read 
with certainty and we do not know how to restore it. Kroll 
assumes a lacuna and supplies [ 7 *], obviously assuming the 
meaning “not in aspect (being) in the [3rd] locus.” Though 
the 3rd locus (X) is in sextile to T, Kroll may be right 
because sextile often seems not to be considered as “ aspect ” by 
Vettius Valens; cf.. e.g.. Vettius Valens 1,24. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L78—No. L82 


T 

ext 

Computed 

oi 


T 

10 

d i 


T 

10 

U 1 

- 

V 

8 

Hj 


sunrise 

b , 

1 /»w 


28 (!) 2 

9 

r »wv 


25 

í 

X 

8 

21 (!!) 

$ 

X 

X 

17 


The conjunction of sun and moon happened on the same 
day, in Aries. Consequently the lots of Fortune and 
Daimon coincide and therefore also the “ basis ” ( cf . 
p. 9). The same is said about the exaltation of the 
nativity. This, however, is only correct when we are 
dealing with daytime, 5 or if the Horoscopos fell before 
T 10. Similarly, daytime is assumed in the choice of 
the triangle of the sun and not that of the moon. 6 

No. L 80 

Manetho, Apotelesmaticorum III, 738-750 

TRANSLATION 

But I will proceed by a new turn in verse and recall 
the stars of my own nativity when and in what sign it 
vvas that oft-sought Eilithyia delivered me from the 
womb so that for all time they may teach and prove 
what Fate granted me to teach, the wisdom and beautiful 
poetry of the stars. The sun was in Gemini and there 
too was beautiful Kypris (Venus) and also beloved 
Phaeton (Júpiter) and golden Hermes (Mercury), and 
in Aquarius at the time (were) the moon and Phainon 
(Saturn), and Mars was in many-footed Câncer and 
Centaur was turning about Midheaven. trailing his 
weapon. Thus the Fates determined my nativity. 


Obviously the subtraction of about 13° does not remove 
the moon from Aquarius; consequently also May 27 is 
equally possible. 

We know furthermore that Centaur 1 was near cul- 
mination. Because this constellation covers in longitude 
the sign of Libra, we know that V3 must be rising, EZ 
setting. Thus the time was about two hours after sunset. 

No. L 82 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 85,9-18 and 
111,16 p. 157,15-19 

TRANSLATION 

First Vcrsion 

Sun (and) Mercury in Câncer, moon in Taurus. 
Saturn in Pisces, Júpiter (and) Mars in Leo, Venus 
in Virgo, Horoscopos in Libra. This nativity was also 
brilliant and distinguished. He was entrusted with royal 
office and deemed worthy of the high priesthood. For 
the ruler of the triangle (of the sun. EZ Tq X, i.e., Mars) 
was found with the ruler ( U ) of the Daimon (j*) 1 in 
the (11 th) Locus Agathos Daimon (Sb) and with the 
Lot of Fortune (£l), 2 and the sun, which was (located 
in) the Lot of Fortune in Midheaven; and the ruler of 
the exaltation (of the nativity, i.e., Eõ), the moon 3 (in 
8), was in Midheaven with respect to the Lot (of 
Fortune) 4 and the (11 th Locus of) accomplishment 
was irregular and unstable, sometimes overfull and 
sometimes deficient. for Saturn and Venus were in 
aspect to it. 5 

Sccond V ersion 


COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 12 

One obtains complete agreement with the data of the 
text for 80 May 28: 

Text Computed 


O' 


X 

5 

9 

► X 

X 

8 

U 

X 

15 

« - 


X 

26 

d i 

f _ 


16 

b 1 



23 

$ 

EZ 

EZ 

10 

Stobart tables agree 

with our text: 

Saturn 


from February 25 to July 27 (A, rev. V, 16/17). 

4 According to the Stobart tables (A, rev. V,28) Mars enters 
X two days later. 

s In daytime we have to consider the distance from O to T 
which is here zero; at night the distance from í to 8 which 
would here bring the exaltation in 8 (cf. p. 7). 

* Cf. Vettius Valens III,2 p. 26.20 ff. 


Let sun, Venus( !) (and) Mercury be in Câncer, 
moon in Taurus, Saturn in Pisces, Júpiter (and) Mars 
in Leo, Horoscopos in Virgo( !). In the first clima the 
rising time of Virgo is 38^. And because Mercury in 
Câncer is in Agathos Daimon (the 11 th locus) it gave 
the rising time (of Sõ) 31 §. The total is 70; so long 
lie lived. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 12 

For the date of this horoscope one finds 82 July 9: 


1 Cf. for this constellation Boll-Gundel in Roscher VI col. 
1012 ff. 

No. L 82 

1 A house of ll is and Ad = Xn —(X^ — Xq) = ü + 2* = j*. 
s From Af = — — 2' = Sl ; cf. note 1. 

* The house of the moon is fõ. 

4 If Sl is rising then 8, the place of the moon, is culminating. 

5 Counting from Sl. the Lot of Fortune, one finds the 11 th 
locus in X which is in quartile to Venus in TTJ and to Saturn 
in X. 
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Text 

Computed 

Oi o- 

S 14 

9 \ 

H5 28 

<C 8 

8 13 

X 

X 19 

U 1 

Si 13 

8 1 a 

a 17 

9 n 

a 29(!) 

H =*= 

about noon 


The first version is the seventh example in a group 
of 14 examples, the earliest of which is No. L 50. 

The second version places Venus by mistake with sun 
and Mercury in Câncer and then, instead of Yenus, the 
Horoscopos in Virgo. The rising times for Virgo and 
Câncer are given as 38J and 311 which is correct for 
Alexandria and System A. 6 

The second version (in 111.16) is associated with 
Nos. L 102 IV (a) and (b). 

No. L 83 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 84,12-22 and 
11,36 p. 114,1-5 

TRANSLATION 

First Version 

Sun (and) Mercury in Taurus, moon in Aquarius. 
Saturn (and) Venus in Aries, Júpiter in Virgo, Mars 
in Pisces, Horoscopos in Leo. We find the sun in the 
triangle of Venus and moon ( b TTg V3*) and Venus in 
apoklima. And so at first (his life) was troubled 
and lowly; but the moon being found in a center (A) 
he carne into military and advantageous circumstances. 
Likewise the Lot df Fortune was found in Taurus 1 and 
the exaltation (of the nativity) in Câncer. Its ruler, 
the moon, was found in Midheaven with respect to the 
Lot (of Fortune), 2 hence he carne to the greatest for- 
tune and governorship. But Mars was found in (X) 
the (11 th) Locus of accomplishment 3 . . . (lacuna) 

. . . property by plunder and stealing and violence, 
(and) they were plundered wickedly after his death. 

Second Version 

[(Positions unchanged)], the Lot of Fortune in 
Taurus. Its ruler, Venus, 4 in Aries with Saturn. This 
person had mange on the head and leprosy and lichens 
on the body for ( 6 ) the ruler of the Daimon (T!\ ) 5 was 
in Pisces. 

0 Cf. p. 4, table 2. 

No. L 83 

1 From A» = X u + (X(ç —Xq) = £l + 9* = 8- 

2 Caucer is the house of the moon which is in 8. When 8 is 
rising, is in Midheaven. 

3 Counted from the Lot of Fortune (8). 

4 A house of 9 is 8 • 

5 From Ad = Sl —9 3 = TTL ( cf . note 1) and PI. is a house of $ . 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 13 
For 83 April 28 one obtains 


Text 

Computed 

° 1 

8 

8 

5 

e s 

T 

15(!!) 

<r 

/w* 

**** 

AW 
vw 

15 

* i 

5 J 

T 

X 

T 

27(!) 

11 

u 

TT5 

n 

0 

ê 

K 

* 

21 

H 

a 

about noon 


About one month later (May 24) one would obtain the 
correct longitudes of all planets, including sun and 
moon, except for Mars which in the meantime had 
entered T, and for 9 in 8 . Were it not for the moon 
May 14 would be the best date, because Mercury, Venus, 
and Mars would then be very close to the boundary of 
their respective signs ; but the moon in TTÇ excludes this 
possibility. 

The first version (11.21) belongs to a group of horo- 
scopes the list of which is given in No. L 50. The second 
version (11.36) is the earliest horoscope of eleven: 


(«) 

87 

Jan. 

9 

P- 

111,33-112,4 

(b) 

118 

Nov. 

26 

P- 

112,5-10 

(c) 

106 

Jan. 

16 

P- 

113,2-10 

(d) 

85 

Nov. 

24 


11-18 

(e) 

116 

Jan. 

21 


19-24 

(!) 

117 

Nov. 

30 


25-31 

(o) 

92 

Nov. 

17 


32-36 

W 

83 

Apr. 

29 

P- 

114,1-5 

(0 

104 

Apr. 

23 


6-9 

(/) 

10S 

Mar. 

28 


10-15 

(*) 

112 

Aug. 

17 


16-19 


No. L 85,11 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 84,3-11 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mars, Venus, (and) Mercury in Aquarius, moon 
(and) Júpiter in Scorpio, Saturn in Aries, Horoscopos 
in Leo. And this nativity carne from lowly and ordinary 
fortune to a fortune of governorship and wealth. For, 
since it was a daytime birth, we find (first) the sun in 
the triangle (rK^) of Saturn, but Saturn in apo¬ 
klima, wherefore the first circumstances were ordinary. 
But the co(ruler) of this (triangle), Mercury, was in a 
center (A). And we find also the Lot of Fortune in 
Taurus 1 and the exaltation (of the nativity) in Libra 2 

0 Mercury is retrograde, after inferior conjunction. 

No. L 85,11 

1 From Af = Xh + (X^ — Xq) = Sl — 3* = 8, assuming day¬ 
time. 

2 Indeed O — T = H — ■£=.. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L85.11 —No. L86.XII 


and the ruler (Venus 3 ) in Midheaven with respect to 
the Lot (of Fortune) 4 and in a center (A) besides. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 13 

For 85 February 5 one finds excellent agreenient: 


Text 

Computed 

°) 

£? 16 

* 1 ~ 

/wv C 

/WV J 

9 f ~~ 

/WV O 


& 29 

í i m 

TTl 8 

u \ T]l 

TTl 10 

r, «f 

T 12 

H a 

shortly before sunset 5 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 50. 

No. L 85,XI 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 113,11 to 18 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Sagittarius, moon in Câncer, Saturn in Taurus, 
Júpiter (and) Mercury in Scorpio, Mars in Leo, Venus 
in Capricorn, Horoscopos in Aquarius, Lot of Fortune 
in Leo. 1 Mars is there (and) Saturn in dominant aspect 
(to it). And the sunfound inthe places (i.e., the house) 
of Júpiter, which indicate things concerning the groin 
and the thighs, caused infirmity in the (parts) and 
gout; for it (the sun) is the ruler of sinews; and since 
Saturn was found in Lovver Midheaven he had visions 
of gods and of the spirits of the dead. 2 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 13 
For 85 November 24 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

O * 

* 2 

d SZ 

S 20 

T? 8 

T 25(!) 

u 1 m 

rsi 24 

» í m 

TTL 11 

ê Sl 

Sl 10 

9 VS 

VS 8 

H 

about 10 a.m. 

Af 

n (!) 


Related horoscopes are listed with No. L 83. 

3 The houses of Venus are =o= and 8 • 

4 If 8, the Lot of Fortune, is rising then 9 in rs is culmi- 
nating. 

6 Cf. note 1. 

No. L 85,XI 

1 From Ar = X H + (X<ç — Xq) = rs — 5* = rrp it follows that 
is an error. The result remains the same if one computes the 
elongation to the degree. The Horoscopos cannot be the cause 
of the error since in 8 is said to be in Lowe- Midhçp^er 


No. L 86,VIII 

Vettius Valens 11,26 p. 93,21-24 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury, Venus, (and) Horoscopos in Leo, 
Saturn in Taurus, Júpiter in Sagittarius, Mars in Libra, 
moon in Capricorn. Sueli a person (was) commanding 
and master over life and death, 1 because the stars were 
found in their own domains. 2 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 13 

This is the second horoscope of the group discussed 
under No. L 78. 

The text adopted by Kroll places the moon in Virgo 
whereas the manuscript M gives Capricorn. That the 
latter version is the correct one is shown by the fol- 
lowing comparison: 


# 

Text 


+ 86 

August 2 

August 11 

G 1 



a 

6 

a 

16 

5 

o 


a 

0 

a 

19 

9 

*■ oL 


s 

20 (!!) 

a 

2 

H 

y 



sun ri se 

sun ri se 

h 

8 


8 

14 

8 

14 

U 



* 

4 


4 

6 



n 

29 (!) 


6 

d ■ 

\S: 

) M: 

V3 

n 

20 

VS 

15 


No. L 86,XII 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 129,15 to 17 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 120,33 f.) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury, Mars. Júpiter, (and) Venus in Capri¬ 
corn, moon in Aquarius, Saturn in Taurus, Horoscopos 
in Aries. This person was beheaded. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 13 
For 86 December 27 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

°1 

VS 5 

9 

VS 14 

S VS 

VS 19 

u 

* 27(1) 

9 - 

VS 25 

d Z? 

/wv ^7 

A/W / 

*? 8 

8 9 

H T 

about noon 


2 Cf. Cumont, EA p. 166. 

No. L 86.VIII 

1 Perhaps a strategos; cf. Cumont, EA p. 51. 

2 Cf. also for oUeíus Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 391. We do not 
see how the criterion, given in Vettius Valens p. 93,5 f. applies 
here. 
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This horoscope belongs to the same group as No. 
L 65 V, which text should be consultcd for further 
details. 

No. L 87,1 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 111,33-112,4 


in aspect to the moon (in X). Likewise the ruler ( h ) 
of the full moon (in V3) was turning avvay 2 and Júpiter, 
being in the (8th) Locus of Death (V3) and being in 
opposition, 3 had no power to help. This person was 
beheaded. 

COM MENTARY 


TRANSLATION 

For example, so that we may not be found to have 
spoken cryptically, let sun, Júpiter (and) Mars be in 
Capricorn, moon (and) Horoscopos in Leo, Saturn in 
Taurus, Yenus (and) Mercury in Aquarius, the Lot 
of Fortune [in Capricorn]. The ruler of the (Lot of) 
Fortune, Saturn, 1 in Taurus. He was disabled on 
account of the Pleiades 2 and because of maleficent 
Saturn and he had unmentionable vices on account of 
both signs (V3 and 8 ). In addition, Júpiter, the ruler 
of the Daimon in Pisces. was found in Capricorn. From 
these (configurations) it was evident that he had gout. 
It was sufficicnt 3 to have learned from the Lot (of 
Fortune) and its ruler both the infirmityand the disease. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 13 
For 87 January 9 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

O' 


V3 

18 

u 

- V3 

V8 

0 

<3 


**«v 

1(! 

<f i 

- ÍL 

a 

13 

H 1 

about 

8 P.M 

b 

8 

8 

8 

5 i 



11 

5 1 

» ' 

1 

AAAf 

4 


For relatcd horoscopes cf. No. L83. 

No. L 87,VII 

Vettius Valens 11,41 p. 129,8 to 14 

TRANSLATION 


Diagram: pl. 14 
For 87 July 9 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

O 


S 

14 

d 

X 

X 

15 

b ' 


8 

26(!) 

<3 

- X 

X 

12 

$ ^ 


X 

0 

U 

ltf 

V3 

13 

$ 

«SL 

Cl 

8 

H 


about 

noon 


Counting from the Lot of Fortune ( X ) eight signs, one 
obtains V3 for the Locus of Death where Júpiter is 
located in opposition to the sun (in £5). The nearest 
full moon, about 5 days earlier was in V3, a house of 
Saturn. This planet being located in X, 5 signs away, 
is therefore not in aspect witli V5. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L65,V. 

No. L 88 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 130,6 to 10 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 121,17-21) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury, (and) Horoscopos in Taurus, moon 
in Pisces, Saturn in Gemini, Júpiter in Aquarius, Mars 
in Yirgo, Yenus in Aries, the Lot of Fortune in Pisces. 1 
Therc the moon was in aspect with Saturn (in X) and 
Mars (in rrç). The rulers of the Daimon (£B) and of 
the (nearest) full moon were in opposition. This person 
was drowned in bilge water. 


Sun in Câncer, moon in Pisces, Saturn, Mars (and) 
Mercury in Gemini, Júpiter in Capricorn, Yenus in 
Leo, Horoscopos in Libra, Lot of Fortune in Gemini. 1 
In this (sign) Saturn, Mercury (and) Mars were 
accompanied by one another (all being) destructivc and 

‘A house of Saturn is V3 and Ap = Xh —(X<j— Xq) = Sl 
+ 5' = V3. 

s Cf. Vettius Valens 1,2 p. 6,23 fif. where 8 1 to 5 is associatcd 
with the Pleiades. Siniilarly in 11,36 p. 109,34 to 110,2. It must 
be admitted, howevcr, that the mention of the Pleiades is strange 
in this group of horoscopes. 

s I.e., without checking on Daimon. 

No. L 87,VII 

1 From Af = Xn + (X— Xq) = — 4- 8* = X- 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 14 

This is a horoscope from a group which is discussed 
in the introduction to No. L65,V. For 88 May 5 one 
finds 


s Cf. Introduction p. 13. 

3 Literally “ in evening (rising)” which is the technical lerm 
for opposition to the sun; cf. e.g., Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 112 
or P. Mich. 149, X 1,9-11. 

No. L 88 

1 From Ar = X H + (X^ — Xq) = 8 4* 10* = X and thus 
An = 8 — 10* = °õ. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L88 — No. L 92,11 


Text 

Computed 

ol 


8 13 

5 

► 8 

8 27 

H J 


about sunrise 

d 

X 

X 14 

b 

X 

X 0 

U 

WV 

2T 20 

& 

n 

TV 2 

9 

T 

8 9(!) 


Thus there is agreement with the exception of Vénus. 

The Lot of Fortune and the moon fali in the same 
sign, Pisces, which is in quartile to Saturn in Gemini 
and in opposition to Mars in Virgo. The ncarest full 
moon was the preceding one in Scorpio 2 which is a 
house of Mars. The Daimon is in SE, the house of the 
moon. Consequently Mars is the ruler of the full moon, 
the moon the ruler of the Daimon, and Mars (in rrp) 
and moon (in X) are in opposition to each other. 

No. L 89 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 130,11 to 16 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 121,22-26) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Leo, moon (and) Mercury in Virgo, Saturn 
in Gemini, Júpiter in Aries, Mars, Horoscopos (and) 
Venus in Câncer, the Lot of Fortune in Gemini; 1 
Saturn the ruler of (the 8th Locus of) Death (V5) was 
there (in X) and lie was in dominant aspect to Mer¬ 
cury (in n$) the ruler of the Lot (of Fortune) and to 
the moon (in Tl$) ; besides Mars (in EE) was opposite 
to the (Locus of) Death (V3). This person hanged 
himself. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 14 

For 89 July 29 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

O 

<SL 

a 4 

<r 

[ n 

TTE 15 

$ 

TTR 1 

b 

X 

X 24 

U 

<5 1 

T 

T 1 

S 7 

H 

9 

é 

- 

about 4 a.m. 
X 29(!) 


Gemini is a house of Mercury, so the planet is called 
ruler of the Lot of Fortune. Saturn in X prevails over 
moon and Mercury (in TTJ) because it is in quartile to 
them. Mars in SE is opposite to the eighth Locus of 

2 April 24, the moon being in about Til 3. 

No. L89 

1 From Ar = Xh — (X<j — x -A = SE — 1* = X 


Death ( VS ), counting from the Lot of Fortune (X). 

The victim of such a bad nativity properly hanged 
himself. His horoscope was incorporated in the same 
collection with No. L 65, V. 

No. L 91 

Vettius Valens 11,41 p. 130,17-22 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 121,27-31 and CCAG 5,2 p. 52,24-28) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun and Mercury in Aries, moon (and) Venus in 
Pisces, Saturn in Câncer, Júpiter (and) Mars in Taurus, 
the Horoscopos in Scorpio, the Lot of Fortune in 
Sagittarius, 1 the ruler (lí 2 ) with Mars in Dysis, 3 the 
(8th) Locus of Death in Câncer, 4 Saturn, the ruler of 
the full moon, 5 turning away; 6 also Mars (in 8 ) was 
in opposition to his own house (irp). This person was 
killed by wild beasts. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 14 

This is the last in order of a group of horoscopes the 
earliest of which is No. L65,V. For 91 April 4 one 
finds 


Text Computed 


O ) 

T 

V 12 

9 \ 

X 19(!!) 

d ( 

X 

X 9 

9 f 

X 14 

b 

SE 

5E 5 

« 1 

8 

8 10 

<5 \ 

8 3 

H 

TTL 

about 8 p.m. 


thus very good agreement with exception of Mercury, 
which is retrograde. 

No. L 92,11 

Vettius Valens V,12 p. 234,33 f. 

TRANSLATION 

As: sun in Aquarius, moon in Leo, Saturn in Câncer, 
Júpiter in Gemini, Mars in Scorpio, Venus in Aries, 

1 From Ap = Ah — (X<j — Xq) = Tl\ — 1 l s = /f 1 . 

2 A house of Júpiter is 

3 CCAG 5,2 p. 52,26 lias here: “with the (Agathos) Daimon 
in Virgo,” CCAG 5,2 p. 121.29: “with Mars in Taurus.” 

4 Counted from the Lot of Fortune. 

6 Following Kroll’s text (p. 130,20) ; CCAG 5,2 p. 52,27 and 
p. 121,30 has “of the moon” only. The nearest, preceding. full 
moon falis at the boundary between TTJ2 and =o=, the following one 
near ^=/TT[. Perhaps Saturn is the ruler because he is ruler of 
the triangle =£=, X- 

0 Cf. Introducticn p. 13. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: 

Mercury in Pisces. [This is followed by a long dis- 
cussion of “ criticai years,” based on the number oí 
signs which the celestial bodies are distant from each 
other; e.g., Mars from moon is the fourth sign and 
“ 4 distant is the simple criticai point ... ; for the 
squares are simple, the product of unequal factors com- 
posite,” etc.] 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 14 

This is the first of two examples in a chapter, entitled 
“ DilTerently, on criticai (years), as Critodemus takes 
the start from the moon.” The second example is No. 
L 104,VII. For the first horoscope one finds 92 Feb- 
ruary 11 as is shown by the following comparison. 


Texi Computed 


O 

AW 


20 

<f 

a 

about a 

18 

h 

Eõ 

Eõ 

16 

u 

X 

X 

1 

ê 

"1 

"1 

22 

9 

T 

T 

5 

çs 

X 

X 

13 


No position is given for the Horoscopos. This is unusual 
in Vettius Yalens, as well as in original documents. 


No. L 92,XI 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 113,32-36 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, moon, Mercury (and) Horoscopos in Scorpio, 
Saturn in Leo, Júpiter in Câncer, Mars in Capricorn, 
Venus in Libra, the Lots (of Fortune and Daimon) in 
Scorpio. He was disabled in the penis (because) in 
particular Saturn was in dominant aspect to the con- 
junction 1 (in TTL) and the luminaries (sun and moon), 
and the ruler Mars 2 was unfavorably placed. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 14 

Except for Mars the conditions of this horoscope are 
well satisfied for 92 November 17: 


Text 

O) 

; * 
H 


Computed 
TTl 25 
m. 13 

TTl 6 
sunrise 


1 The conjunction occurs November 18 about 1 a.m. The data 

of the horoscope are equally satisfied for November 17 and No¬ 

vember 18 about 6 a.m. Consequcntly no decision is possible as 

to whether the conjunction precedes or follows the moment of 
birth. 

5 Whose house is 1T|_. 


— No. L 95,V,14 


Text 

Computed 

h a 

a 11 

lí Eõ 

Eõ 13 

& V3 

13(! 

9 

^ 28 


Mars is between second station and conjunction. 

For related horoscopes cj. No. L 83. 

No. L 95,V,14 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 85,25-86,3 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Scorpio, 1 moon in Aquarius, 
Saturn in Leo, Mars (and) Venus in Câncer, Júpiter 
in Virgo, Horoscopos in Sagittarius. It was a night 
birth, and the rulers of the triangle (of the moon, 
X =£=, thus b and Ç ) were in apoklima. He had 
many ups and downs in his first period of life and lived 
in debt although the property of his parents was good. 
Then later, getting an inheritance and improving his 
means by shrewd enterprises, he became ambitious, 
dominant, and munificent and popular and a friend of 
kings and governors, and he provided temples and 
(public) works and gained perpetuai remembrance. For 
the Lot of Fortune 2 and the exaltation 2 (of the na- 
tivity) were in Pisces and the ruler of this ( U 3 * ) was 
in Midheaven (TTg). 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 15 

The text obviously contains an error because Venus 
in Câncer and sun and Mercury in Scorpio is astro- 
nomically impossible. The question must then be an- 
swered whether the position of Venus or that of the 
sun is incorrectly given. Now we are told that it was 
a night birth with H = . But sun in Scorpio with 

H = would mean daytime. Thus the position of 
sun and Mercury must be wrong whereas Venus can 
be right. The exaltation of the nativity falis in X. This 
is correct for nighttime because 8 — d = 8 —£? 
= 3 S =X — H = X — For daytime and O in TTl., 
the exaltation would be 8 . Thus again the position 
of the sun must be altered. In order to determine it 
correctly we use the information that the Lot of Fortune 
falis in X . Thus we have for nighttime 


or 

thus 


-\f = A» — (Ad — Aq) 

X = /■ — -f Aq = Ao — 2* 



‘Error for Taurus; cj. Commentary. 
s Cf. Commentary. 

3 A house of U is X. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: L95.V,14 —No. L 97,11 


This shovvs that we liave to correct for sun and Mer- 
cury TT 1 to 8 , the diametrically opposite sign. This 
correction restores not only a proper elongation to 
Venus but also is consistent with the requirement of 
nighttime. 

With the corrected elements the following comparíson 
shovvs agreement for 95 May 14: 


Text 

Computed 

O ( r „ , 

8 21 

S ( [ »1 

8 11 

(7 ~~ 

VI w 

13 

b Sl 

Sl 29 

5 1 cr- 

X 26(!) 

9 \ ^ 

Eõ 7 

U TT5 

TTE 5 

H * 

about 8 i*. m . 


This horoscope is only four days earlier than Xo. 
L 95.VMS and both belong to the group of No. L 50. 

No. L 95,V,18 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 83,27 to 84,2 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercuryin Taurus, nioon in Aries, Saturn 
[in Leo], Mars. Venus, (and) Horoscopos in Câncer, 
Júpiter in Virgo, Lot of Fortune and exaltation of the 
nativity in Gemini. It (the nativity) rose from medio- 
crity and became that of a governor and strategus. For 
since it vvas a daytime birth I found (first) the sun in 
the triangle of the moon 1 (8 TT$ V?) and the moon and 
its partners, Venus and Mars. at centers 2 and the Lot of 
Fortune 3 and the exaltation (of the nativity) in Gemini. 
in apoklinia—hence the beginning vvas medíocre— and 
the ruler 4 (of X. S ) in the (11 th locus) Agathos- 
daimon ( 8 ). 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 15 

A systematic investigation shovvs that no date in the 
first three centuries of our era corresponds to the data 
of the text according to vvhich Saturn. Mars, and Venus 
shottld be in Câncer. Assuming a simple omission of 
Leo 5 after Saturn solves the problem. The text then 
becomes almost a parallel to No. L95.V.14 of the same 
group in vvhich No. L 50 is the earliest horoscope. With 
this emendation vve obtain for 95 May 18 

1 One vvould expect 9 vvhich is ruler of the triangle at day- 
time, not the moon. vvhich is the ruler at night. 

2 The moon in M, Mars and Venus in H. The latter are 
partners of the moon because they are rulers of the same triangle 
(<-/. Vettius Valens 11,1 p. 55,22-25). 

3 From Ar = Xh 4" (X<j — \q) = Eõ — 1‘ = X- 

* A house of Ç is X- 


Text 

Computed 

O! X 

5 í b 

8 24 

8 9 

<T 

T 

V 6 


\Sl] s 

«SL 28 

*1 


X 27( !) 

ç: 

* s 

Sõ 10 

Hj 


about 10 a.m. 

U 

TO 

TíU 4 


No. L 97,11 

Vettius Valens 11,41 p. 129,1-7 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury, Venus in Pisces, Saturn in Virgo, 
Júpiter in Aries, Mars in Taurus, moon in Sagittarius, 
Horoscopos in Leo. The Lot of Fortune in Taurus. 1 
Mars vvas located so that lie ruled the Daimon (in hl) 
to vvhich he vvas opposite (in 8). The (8th) Locus 
of Death 2 vvas in Sagittarius and the moon vvas there, 
in an inferior aspect to Saturn (in TTg), vvhich vvas in 
the sign of the full moon (in rrç). Similarly Mercury 
(in X), the ruler 3 of the full moon (in np), vvas in 
opposition (to h and full moon in Trg). This person 
vvas beheaded. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 15 

This is the second example in a group of horoscojies 
vvhich is discussed in the introduction to No. L 65,V. 

The positions as given in the text cannot be satisfied 
for any date vvithin the first three centuries. On the 
other hand the astrological data confirm the text with 
res]>ect to sun, moon. and all planets except Venus and 
Júpiter. The fact that Venus is mentioned before 
Saturn vvould make it difficult to emend its position. 
Thus Júpiter remains as the sole planet for vvhich an 
emendation of its place does not afifect the remaining 
text. Under this condition a satisfactory solution can 
he found as 97 Februarv 23: 


Text Computed 


Ol 


X 

4 

$ 

- X 

X 

16 



X 

15 

í» 

trç 

t m 

28 

U 

T ( !) 

TTL 

17(!!) 

i 

8 

8 

23 

d 

* 


10 

H 

Sl 

about 

4 P.M. 


5 Also “ Virgo ” vvould be possible since a modern longitude 
9. 28 might well be counted as belonging to Trp. 

No. L 97,11 

1 From Ar = X» 4- (X^ — Xq) = Sl 4- 9* = 8. 

2 Counted from the Lot of Fortune. 

* Eceause Is a house of Mercury. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L97,11 — No. L 101,111 


The preceding full nioon occurs eight days earlier. the 
moon being in Sl 26, the next full moon on March 16 
in nj 25. Considering the difference of about 4 o or 5 o 
betwecn ancient and modem longitudes both positions 
could be called “ in Trç ” by the text. 


other) in watery signs 3 and furthermore Mars (in 25) 
happened to be in the Dysis. This person was burned 
to death in a bath. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagrani: pl. 15 


No. L 97,XI 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 85,19-24 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Júpiter, Mars. (and) Venus in Scorpio, Saturn 
in Libra, moon in Aries, Mercury in Sagittarius, Horo- 
scopos in Leo. Also the ruler of the exaltation (of the 
nativitv. Tip), Mercury, 1 was found in Midheaven with 
respect to the Lot (of Fortune, X 2 ) and improved the 
nativitv as regards livelihood. The rulers (O and U) 
of the triangle (of the moon. T Sl /•) and of the Lot 
(of Fortune, 2í 3 ) being found in Lower Midheaven 
(TTt) made him miserly, unambitious and niggardly. 


COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 15 

Perfect agreemcnt is found for 97 November 6: 
Text 


Q^ 

u 

6 

2 

b 

d 

9 

H 


TTl 


T 

* 

«a 


Computed 

TTl 13 
m 24 
TL 4 
TTl 3 
^ 7 
T 24 
* 3 

about midnight 


For relatcd horoscopes cf. No. L 50. 


No. L 101,1 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 129,18 to 23 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 120,35 to p. 121,2) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Venus in Aquarius, moon in Gemini, 
Saturn in Scorpio. Júpiter in Pisces, Mars in Câncer. 
Mercury (and) Horoscopos in Capricorn, the Lot of 
Fortune in Yirgo, 1 the Locus 2 of Death in Aries. The 
lords of these (places) were in opposition (to cach 

1 A house of Mercury is np. 

2 From Ar = X» — (X^ — Xq) = Sl — 7* = X ; and ^ is cul- 
minating when X is rising. 

s A house of lí is X- 

No. L 101,1 

1 From Ar = Xii — (X^ — Xq) = VS —4* = Trç. 

2 Omitted in CCAG. 


The given positions lead to 101 January 28 as date of 
this horoscope as is shown by the following comparison: 


Text Computed 


o } 

AA/v 

2T 8 

9 í 

NW 

29 

(L 

X 

X 10 

h 

Hl 

TTl 15 

U 

X 

X 4 

<5 

s 

25 11 

? ( 
H ( 

V3 

V8 17 
about 4 a 


Virgo, where the Lot of Fortune is located, is ruled by 
Mercury whose house lies there. The 8th locus, counted 
from the Lot of Fortune, is Aries, a house of Mars. 
And Mercury (in V3) and Mars (in 25) are in opposi¬ 
tion to eacli other. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L 65,V. 


No. L 101,111 

Vettius Valens 11,26 p. 94,3-11 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Júpiter, (and) Venus in Pisces. moon in Libra. 
Mars in Câncer, Mercury in Aquarius, Saturn in 
Scorpio, Horoscopos in Leo. This person was famous 
and wealthy. For the sun was accompanicd by the 
beneficent (planets) and was found situated in the Lot 
of Fortune (X), 1 together with its ruler (i.e., Júpiter). 
But since the co-rulers ( 6 and í ) of the triangle 
(X 25 T7]_) were unfavorably located and the ruler ( *> ) 
of Daimon (in V3) 2 was turning away, 3 this person was 
banished and committed suicide. 4 In addition. Mars was 
in opposition to (L?) the (Locus of) accomplishment 5 
and the ruler ( 9 ) of the exaltation (of the nativity, 
TTl c ) did not have a suitable locus (A) but was in 
inferior aspect and vitiated by Saturn. 


3 Cf. Vettius Valens 1,2 (p. 8,32; p. 11,12/13 Kroll). 

No. L 101,111 

1 From Ar = A» + (X^ — Xq) = Sl — 5‘ = X- 

2 A house of is V3- 

3 Cf. Introduction p. 13. 

4 Following Kroll, Index p. 404b. Litcrally “lie removed of 
his own accord.” 

5 This is the 11 th locus, countiug from the Lot of Fortune (X). 
8 A house of 9 is Tip. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 101,III —No. L 102,XII,4 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 15 

For 101 March 5 one finds excellent agrecment: 


Text 

Computed 

Ol 


X 14 

«; 


X 12 

» J 


X 14 

<r 

=-= 

- 12 

3 


S 10 

9 

wv 

2 T 25 

b 

"1 

ni 15 

H 


about 4 p.m. 

For three 

other horoscopes 

which are contained 

the same chapter cf. No. L 78. 



horoscopes Vettius Valens records death at the age of 
67 years,~ a coincidence which he certainly considered 
as an important confirmation of the theory. 

Another horoscope in this chapter is No. L 82. 

No. L 102,IV,b 

Vettius Valens 111,16 p. 157,24-27 

TRANSLATION 

Another. The same configuration of the stars [as in 
Xo. L 102.IV,a] of another nativity, only the Horo- 
scopos in Capricorn, the Lot of Fortune in Pisces . 1 The 
rising time (of X ) in the second clima is 20° and the 
period of Júpiter 12 (years). And since (Júpiter) is 
in Aries whose rising time is 20° and (the period) of 
Mars is 15 (years) the total is 67. So long he lived. 


No. L 102,IV,a 

Vettius Valens 111,16 p. 157,20-23 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Taurus, Mercury in Taurus, moon in Pisces, 
Saturn in Scorpio, Júpiter, Mars (and) Venus in Aries, 
Horoscopos in Gemini. The rising time (of X ) in the 
second clima is 28°. Mercury in Taurus (which has) 
the rising time 24 and {Venus} Mars in Aries 15. He 
died in the 67th year. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 16 

The date of this horoscope is 102 April 30: 


Text 

Computed 

O 

8 

8 8 

9 

8 

8 5 

<r 

X 

X 12 



TTl 25 

Hl 


T 23 

* 

- T 

T 18 

* J 


X 29(!) 

H 


about 8 AM. 


The rising times for Bahylon, System A, are 
an = 24 a 3 = 28. 

Ií we add to the sum of these two numbers the numeri- 
cal value of the 15 vear period of Mars one obtains 
52 4- 15 = 674 

The horoscope immediately following concerns again 
102 April 30 but about 10 p.m. For the subjects of both 


1 Gemini is taken because it is the Horoscopos and the Horo¬ 
scopos is the starter; the ruler of X is 9 (whose house is X). 
Thus tf, the location of 9, is considered. Finally we find for 
the Lot of Fortune Ar = Xh 4- (Xç — Xq) = X + 10* = T and 
$ is its ruler. 


COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 16 

This second horoscope for 102 April 30 is about 14 
hours later than No. L 102,IV,a. Consequently only the 
position of the moon is appreciably different (X 21). 
As rising times are used 

ai = a 12 = 20 

and the periods of Júpiter (ruler of X ) and Mars (ruler 
of T ) are added, leading to a total of 40 4- 12 15 

= 67. 

The third and earliest horoscope in this chapter is 
No. L 82. 

No. L 102,XII,4 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,14 to 17 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury (and) Saturn in Sagittarius, moon in 
Pisces, Mars in Leo, Venus in Capricorn, Horoscopos 
(and) Júpiter in Taurus. In the 45th year birth of twin 
children non-effective; 1 in the same (year) also high 
priesthood; in the 51 st (year) a distinguished public 
office; in the 52nd year death of a child. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 16 
For 102 December 4 one finds 

Text Computed 

Ol ^ 12 

3 [ J # 30 

__*J * 1 

' One died in his 67th year, the other 67 years old. 

No. L 102,IV,b 

1 From Ar = X„ — (X^ — X Q ) = V3 — 10* = X. 

No. L 102.X 11,4 
1 *XPV <T ' ro *perhaps stillborn. 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 102,XI 1,4 —No. L 103 


101 


Text Computed 


d X 


X 9 

s a 


a 27 

$ V3 


* 28(!) 

H f V 


about 4 p.m. 

«f * 


8 3 

This examplc is the earliest one in a group of thirteen, 

collected in V,10. The following is their list in chrono- 
logical order: 

102 Dec. 4 

P- 

230.14-17 

107 May 8 

P- 

228,31-229,5 

110 Sept. 27 

P- 

230.7-10 

111 Apr. 24 

P- 

228.15-30 

112 July 27 

P- 

229.13-36 

113 July 1 

P- 

231.32-232.3 

114 Nov. 10 

P- 

230.32-231,4 

120 May 12 

P- 

230.18-21 

122 Jan. 22 

P- 

230.22-31 

123 Jan. 3 

P- 

231,5-31 

134 Nov. 4 

P- 

227.27-228,14 

135 Oct. 27 

P- 

229.6-12 

153 May 8 

P- 

230.11-13 


No. L 102,XII,14 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 283,14 to p. 284,2 

Chapter VI 1,5 “ Method concerning successful and 
unsuccessful times (determined by means) of half, third, 
and two-thirds of the rising times and of the planetary 
periods ” contains as examples 18 horoscopes the earliest 
of which is the present one. Their list follows: 


P- 

280.34 

to 

p. 281.23 

124 

July 29 

P- 

281.24 

to 

p. 282,2 

134 

june 23 

P- 

282. 3 

to 

15 

108 

Nov. 6 


16 

to 

27 

110 

Dec. 15 

P- 

282.28 

to 

p. 283.2 

113 

July 1 

P- 

283, 3 

to 

13 

129 

Jan. 16 

P- 

283,14 

to 

p. 284.2 

102 

Dec. 14 

P- 

284, 3 

to 

11 

105 

Jan. 1 

P- 

284.12 

to 

p. 285.3 

158 

Aug. 14 

P- 

285, 4 

to 

15 

111 

Sept. 30 

P- 

286.29 

to 

37 

114 

July 26 

P- 

287, 1 

to 

10 

120 

Feb. 8 

11 

to 

16 

118 

Nov. 26 


17 

to 

23 

127 

July 18 


24 

to 

29 

122 

jan. 30 


30 

to 

34 

133 

Apr. 24 

P- 

288,20 

to 

p. 289,14 

142 

Mar. 25 

P- 

290, 6 

to 

14 

120 

Sept. 28 




TRANSLATION 



Sun, Saturn (and) Mercury in Sagittarius, moon in 
Câncer, Júpiter in Taurus, Mars in Leo, Venus in 
Capricorn. Horoscopos in Virgo, clima 2. Tliis person 


began as deputy governor but falling into the governor’s 
disfavor in bis 34th year was condemned to the quarry. 
For Mars with the sun ruled the period—of sun 19 and 
Mars 15 are 34. In the 36th year by the aid of greater 
(persons) he was released from confinement as disabled 
and at that time the rising time of Leo 1 (location of 
Mars) was operative in the 36th year. and 12 of Júpiter 
in dominant aspect and 24 2 of Taurus are 36. But also 
of Capricorn (location of Venus) 28 3 and of Venus 8 
are 36. The benefícent (stars) then were strong. In the 
39th year his circumstances were upset through the 
former enmity and he was condemned to an oásis. For 
tlie stars in Sagittarius ruled the period, of the sun 19, 
of Mercury 20 make 39; and take two-thirds of 58 
(years) which is 38 (years) 8 months. 4 Again of sun 
19. Mercury 20, and Leo, because (a is the location) 
of Mars in trine, 19, 3 make 58. (Again:) for Mars (in 
a) 19, 5 and of the sun 19 and of Mercury 20 are 58. 
In the 40th year he lived precariously and fell ill. How- 
ever, his wife accompanying him aftectionately comforted 
him and shared her possessions with him. The 40 years 
were indicated by the approaching conjunction of the 
moon (in S) with Mars (in a) —for 25 of the moon 
and 15 of Mars are 40— and the triangular position of 
Júpiter and Venus indicated the same, for 12 of Júpiter 
and 28 of Venus 3 are 40. And these are the prognostics 
I myself found. 6 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 16 

We have liere a horoscope for 102 December 14: 


Text 

Computed 

°] 

* 22 

* '}■ ? 

J 2 

3 J 

* 22 

d S 

S 10 

U 8 

8 2 

6 a 

a 30 

$ V8 

V3 10 

H wn 

about midnight 


No. L 103 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 129,24 to 28 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 121,3 to 7) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Venus in Capricorn, moon in Câncer, 


1 In clima 2, System A and 13, a; = 36. 

2 In clima 2, for both Systems, ai = 24. 

3 In clima 2, System A, a,„ = 28. 

* Thus again about 39 years; the text (or Kroll) has 58 (years) 
8 months. 

1 Leo is the house of the sun. wliose period is 19. 

8 Similar refercnces to evidence from Vettius Valens’ own 
experienre are found in Voc í. 114 T\; T 1?2,XII; L 158 
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LI TER AR Y SOURCES: No. L 103 —No. L 104,VH 


Saturn (and) Mercury in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Taurus, 
Mars in Leo. Horoscopos in Aquarius, Lot of Fortune 
in Leo. Mars was located liere in a fiery and solar sign 1 
opposite to the Horoscopos, Saturn and Mercury were 
in a dominant aspect to the Locus of Death. This person 
was burned alive. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 16 

For 103 January 10 one reaches good agreement 
except for Yenus and a sniall deviation for Mars: 


Text Coniputed 


Oi 

5 f 

V3 

V5 19 
14(1! 

d 

5 

E5 9 

* i 
sf 


* 4 

* 24 

lí 

8 

8 1 

3 

51 

1 (!) 

H 

AAV 

about 8 a.m. 


This horoscope is one of a group in which No. L65A’ 
is the earliest. 

Because the elongation of the moon is about 180° the 
Lot of Fortune coincides with the setting sign. The 8th 
locus from the Lot of Fortune (5b), the Locus of Death, 
is X, which is in quartile to Saturn and Mercury in 
Sagittarius. 

No. L 104,IV 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 114,6-9 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Taurus, Mars in Taurus, moon in Virgo, 1 
Saturn in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Gemini, Mercury. Yenus 
(and) Horoscopos in Aries, the Lot of Fortune in 
Sagittarius, 2 its ruler ( lí 3 ) in Gemini. Further. Daimon 
in Leo, its ruler (O 4 ) in Taurus. This person was 
short-armed. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 16 
For 104 April 23 one finds 

Text Computed 

0 8 8 1 

ê 8 T 29(!) 

1 Cf. for these qualities of Leo: Vettius Valens 1,2 p. 9,14 
Kroll. See also Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 138. 

No. L 104,IV 

1 The variant, moon in Capricorn, is incorrect. 

2 From Ar =\u — (A<j — Xq) = T — 4* = /t 1 . 

* Whose house is /■. 

4 Whose house is Sl- 


Text 

Computed 

d TT$ 

T75 6 

b * 

* 19 

U X 

X 14 

5 

T 7 

9 [ T 

T 26 

H 

about 4 a.m. 


For related horoscopes cj. No. L 83. 


No. L 104,VII 

Vettius Valens V,12 p. 237,24 to 31 

TRANSLATION 

For example let sun, Júpiter (and) Mars be in 
Câncer, moon in Libra, Saturn in Sagittarius, Venus 
(and) Mercury in Leo, Horoscopos in Gemini. He died 
in the 54th year. For the cycle of Saturn was (in its) 
18(th criticai period), tliat of Júpiter (in its) sixth, 
that of the sun (in its) third; 1 a common return of 
these (stars, to the same distances). And sun and 
Júpiter were found (to be) in the death-bringing month, 
that is Sagittarius. 2 And besides, sun and Júpiter and 
Mars yielded the 54th year from the (8th) Locus of 
Death 3 (in Tt\) to Saturn in Sagittarius. The yielding 
was grievous. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 17 
One finds for 104 July 17 


Text Computed 


°1 


E3 

23 

lí 



3 

$ 


X 

25(!) 

d 

=Gr 


13 

h 

* 

* 

14 

9 i 

51 

5b 

11 

$ f 

5b 

8 

H 

X 

about 

4 A.M. 


This is the second of two horoscopes in a chapter for 
which Critodemus is quoted as author. The first horo¬ 
scope is No. L 92,11. 

1 Previously in this chapter Vettius Valens assigned to each 
planet a criticai number. e.g. *> = 3, 1£ = 9, and O = 18. 
Because 54 = 18-3 = 6-9 — 3-18 we have the above statements. 

3 This, probably, is related to a doctrine stated in V,6 (p. 214, 
19 ff.) according to which the point opposite to the sun is sig- 
nificant, thus in our case where the harmful is located. 

3 Counted from the Lot of Fortune. 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 105 —No. L 107 


103 


No. L 105 

Vettius Valens 11,21, p. 86,10-16 
and VII,5 p. 284,3-11 

TRANSLATION 

First V crsion 

Sun (and) Mercury in Capricorn, moon (and) Saturn 
in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Câncer, Mars in Virgo, Venus 
in Aquarius. Horoscopos in Libra. The rulers ( U and 
O) of the Triangle (of the moon, / Tíl) were found 
in center (M and IMC) but in opposition. Wherefore 
the nativity, though well provided and prosperous at 
first was later found to be reversed and needy, with 
forecast of burning and plunder. For the ruler of the 
Lot (of Fortune, Tíl 1 ) Mars, 2 was found in the (11 th) 
locus 3 of accomplishinent, in apoklima and in aspect 
with Saturn. 

Sccond Vcrsion 

(Positions as hefore, adding only) second clima. In 
the 48th year he witnessed a very grave sorrow, the 
death of a heloved child, and in the same (year) also 
(the death) of the mother. Virgo and Libra indicated 
it since they are of equal rising time. For Libra 8 years, 4 
for Virgo 40, make 48. Since Mars was found within 
the Horoscopos 5 he caused grief in spirit. And besides, 
40 of Virgo and 32 of Sagittarius make 72, two-thirds 
of which is 48. 

COM MENTARY 


No. L 106 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 113,3-10 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Saturn in Capricorn, moon in Scorpio, 
Júpiter in Leo, Mars in Pisces, Venus (and) Mercury 
in Aquarius, Horoscopos in Virgo, the Lot of Fortune 
in Scorpio, 1 the Daimon in Câncer. Then in opposition 
to the Daimon, which forecasts the intellectual and the 
spiritual, was Saturn and he was in dominant aspect to 
the (preceding) full moon (in Eõ) and to the phase at 
that time, and the ruler of the Lot of Fortune ( 3 2 ) 
was in opposition to the Horoscopos. Thus this person 
had in the fated places injury and tender feet and most 
of all he was lunatic. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 17 
One linds for 106 January 16: 


Text 

Computed 

O ) 1/C 

V3 26 

r, ( W 

V3 5 

d 1U 

TT 16 

U Sl 

a 16 

6 X 

X 2 


9 1 4 

5 ) m ^ 9 

H TTfl about 10 p.m. 

For related horoscopes cj. No. 83. 


Diagram: pl. 17 

The date is found to he 105 January 1: 


Text 

Computed 

O] 

V3 11 

, ( W 

V3 0 

d 1 , 

? 13 

* í * 

^ 24 

U Eõ 

Eõ 14 

«5 WH 

TT£ 30 

o 

2T 27 

H ^ 

about midnig 


Additional information comes from the second version 
(VII,5). The second clima indicates a geographical 
latitude of Babylon-Syria. The following rising times 
are quoted: 

a n = a 7 = 40 and a„ = 32 

correct for Babylon, System A. 

P'or related horoscopes cf. No. L 50 and No. L 102 
XII 14 respectively. 

1 From Ar = X H — (X<j — Xq) = — 4- 1‘ = Hl- 

2 A house of $ is T1\. 

3 Counted from TT)_, the I.ot of Fortune. 

4 Because =£= is a house of Venus which has a period of 8 years. 

5 Mars is found, for the date in question, to be very close to 
entering Libra whereas the rising point wa« about =*==b (r/. 


No. L 107 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 228,31 to p. 229,5 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Taurus, moon, Venus (and) Horoscopos in 
Aries, Saturn in Capricorn, Júpiter in Virgo, Mars in 
Scorpio, Mercury in Gemini. In the 51 st year (of his 
life) he went abroad and going to the (court of the) 
king he won a case for the high priesthood of a friend. 
For the yielding was from moon and Venus and Horo¬ 
scopos fto] Mercury 1 in the (3rd locus) of god and 
king. In this same year also the death of a child occurred, 
for Mars in the (8th) locus of death transmitted to 
Saturn in the (10th) locus concerned with children. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 17 

The date of this horoscope is 107 May 8 as is seen 
from the following comparison 

Commentary). Hence Mars was certainly within the 30° section 
which makes the " Horoscopos.” 

No. L 106 

1 From Ar = Xh—(X d — X 0 ) = irç + 2* = TH.. 

2 Whose house is nt. 

No. L 107 

1 Because 51 = 3 mod. 12 and Ç in X is in the 3rd sign from 
í 9 H in T. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: Xo. L 107 —No. L 109 


Text 

Computed 

O 8 

8 15 

í i 

V 14 

9 y t 

T 25 2 

Hj 

about 4 a.m 

b V3 

V3 24 

U TTJ2 

TTK 9 

<5 TTl 

TTl 23 

5 X 

X 8 


The assignment of the loci is strange. The locus oí 
“ gocl ” is ordinarily locus 9. locus 3 being “ goddess ”; 
the locus of “ children ” is ordinarily locus 5 but \ve 
know from Yettius Valens IV,12 that also the 10th locus 
(M) is associated with children. 3 

For related horoscopes cj. No. L 102.XI 1,4. The 
horoscope of the son who died in the 51 st year of the 
father is No. L 135.X. 

No. L 108,111 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 114,10-15 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Aries, moon in Pisces, Saturn 
(and) Horoscopos in Aquarius, Mars (and) Venus in 
Taurus, Júpiter in Libra, the Lot of Fortune in Pisces, 1 
the Lot of Daimon in Capricorn. This person was 
possessed of a god like a madman (because) Júpiter, 
the ruler 2 of the Lot (of Fortune) (was found) in 
Libra, the (9th) locus concerning god, and Saturn, the 
ruler 3 of the Daimon, in the Horoscopos, and Venus 
in Lower Midheaven. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 17 

Perfect agreenient is found for 108 March 28: 


Text 

Computed 

o ) „ 

T 7 

T 

T 18 

d X 

X 10 

* 1 „ 

/VW 

AW 1 

H ( ~~ 

about 2 a.m 

$ j x 

8 8 

è f 

8 20 

u =*= 

^ 16 


For related horoscopes cf. L 83. 


2 According to the Stobart tables, C» obv. 111,24, Venus is 
entering 8 the next day: Trajan 10 month 9 day 14 = 107 
May 9. Cf. Neugebauer [4] p. 223. 

3 Cf. Introduction p. 8. 

No. L 108.1 II 

1 From Ar — Xu — (X<j — Xq) = ~ — 11* = 

2 A house of U is X- 

3 A house of b is 


No. L 108,XI 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 282,3 to 15 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury (and) Júpiter in Scorpio, moon in 
Taurus, Saturn in Aquarius, Mars in Virgo, Venus in 
Libra, Horoscopos in Leo, second clima. In the 52nd 
year he had a very great quarrel and lawsuit with his 
sister 1 about property and inheritance, and at the royal 
(court) he won. The operative position was that dia- 
mctrical to the moon (in 8 , with period) 25, of Júpiter 
(in TTL) 12, of Scorpio 15, 2 making 52. Besides, for the 
second clima Scorpio 36, 3 of Júpiter 12, and of Saturn, 
located (in £T) in the Lot of Fortune, 4 30 making 78, 
two-thirds of which (is) 52. And again, of Taurus 24,“ 
of Aquarius 24, and of Saturn 30, make 78. two-thirds 
of which (is) 52. Thus all the stars were operative 
except Mars. Accordingly he was ill at this time and 
had a narrow escape at sea and had great expenditures, 
but the beneficcnt (stars) were destined to be in domi- 
nant aspect to Saturn and were the stronger. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 17 
For 108 November 6 we find: 


Text 

Computed 

°] 

TTL 14 

5 [ Til 

TTl 19 


rn. 3 

d 8 

8 17 

b ~ 

0 

5 TTR 

2( !) c 

9 

^ 16 

H Si 

about midnight 


Related horoscopes are listed with No. L 102, XI 1,14 and 
especially No. L 110.XII which gives the horoscope of 
the sister who was unsuccessful in the law suit. 

No. L 109 

Vettius Valens 11,21 p. 86,24-31 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Gemini, moon in Capricorn, 
Saturn (and) Mars in Aquarius, Venus (and) Horo¬ 
scopos in Câncer, Júpiter in Scorpio. This person was 
born a slave and having entered a gens, attained to 

1 Her horoscope is No. L 110.XII. 

2 The period of Mars whose house is n\.. 

3 For both Systems a, = 36 in clima 2. 

* From Ar = Xu — (Xç — Xq) = Sl 4* 6‘ = rz. 

5 For both Systems a 2 = a M = 24 in clima 2. 

“According to the Stobart tables, Ci rev. 1,6 (Neugebauer [41 
p. 224) Mars entered =£= on November 1 (= Trajan 12 month 
3 day 5). 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 109 —No. L 110,111 


political offices and enjoyed honors. For the rulers ( b 
and 5 ) of the triangle of the sun (X =£= ~ ) and of 
the Lot (of Fortune, (b and of the exaltation 
(of the nativity, 2 ) were found in their own domains 3 
and in aspect with Júpiter, 4 but Mars and Saturn and 
Mercury were unfavorably located 5 * and therefore they 
reduccd his livelihood and made it embarrassed. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 18 

Good agreement is found for 109 June 2: 


Text 

Computed 

° 1 

X 

X 

10 


8 

25(!) 

<r 

V3 

V? 

0 

b ( 


ZM 

/VW 

18 

S í 

r ^ w 

/vw 

/vw 

4 

5 i 

rr— 

HZ 

5 

H ( 

1D 

about 

8 A.M. 

Lí 

TTl 

TTl 

14 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 50. The same date 
is quoted as example 0 in VIII,6 (p. 310,11 ff.). For 
Trajan 12 Payni (X) 8 = 109 June 2, second hour of 
day, the sun is assunied to be in X 13, the moon in VS 4, 
with H in HZ. This person died in his 45th year. 7 

According to the Stobart tables Mercury would be in 
8 , entering X two days later. 8 

No. L 110,111 

Vettius Valens III,6 p. 142,8-20 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Pisces degree 25 ;8, moon in Geinini degree 
16;53, Saturn in Pisces degree 1 ;25, Júpiter in Sagit- 
tarius 24; 18, Mars in Taurus, 21 ;8, Venus in Aquarius 
degree 9, Mercury {Saturn} in Taurus 32( !), Horo- 
scopos in Libra 15, Midheaven in Câncer 16. The 
luminaries were in apoklima, the Horoscopos was the 
starter, the terms of Júpiter and Júpiter (itself) were 
unsuitably located, the nativity was without ruler. the 
start was up to the point diametrically opposite to Mars 
in Scorpio 21 degrees. For. located in the starting 

1 From Ar = Xh 4- (Xç — X Q ) = Sõ + 7 % = zz. And r: is a 
house of b- 

2 Counting from the Lot of Fortune (ZZ) one finds (whose 
ruler is Lí ) ; with respect to the Horoscopos one finds 8 (whose 
ruler is $ ). 

3 Saturn is in his house (zz) and so is Mercury (X) but 
not U or $. 

* Saturn in quartile, Venus in trine, but not Mercury. 

° Cf. Vettius Valens p. 89,12: lòioroiríi ôXXà iraoa.tré<jri. 

a Cf. p. 180 No. 12. 

7 Vettius Valens p. 310,31. 

8 Ci rev. 11,5; cf. Neugebauer 14] p. 224. 


105 

terms 1 and sendingrays towardthe same terms, (Mars) 
cancelled it. He died in the 51 st year. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 18 

This and the preceding horoscope (No. L75) are 
among the few cases in Vettius Valens where the plane- 
tary positions are given with degrees and minutes. The 
date is undoubtedly 110 March 15 in spite of the devia- 
tions which amount to several degrees and which are 
in part caused only by the difference in norm of longi¬ 
tudes (cf. p. 180). 2 In the case of Mercury the text 
is in confusion as is shown by the mention of Saturn 
and of an impossible number of degrees (32). 


Text 

Computed 

T ext — comp 

O 

X 25 ;8 

X 23 

+ 2 

í 

X 16;53 

X 15 

+ 2 

b 

X 1 ;25 

2T 23(!) 

-f-8;30 

X 

^ 25 ;18 

^ 21 

+ 4 

<5 

8 21 

8 13 

+ 8 

9 

2T 8 

7 

/ 

+ 1 

$ 

8 32(!) 

T(!) 12 


H 

^ 15 

about 7 p.M. 


M 

HZ 16 

HZ 15 ;52 3 



An explicit confirmation of our computation can be 
found in Vettius Valens 1,20 (p. 35,15 to p. 36,2; cf. 
also CCAG 2 p. 104,25 to p. 105,6). There a simple 
method for the cyclic computation of planetary longi¬ 
tudes is explained and illustrated by means of examples. 
As a first example is chosen the date Trajan 13 Pha- 
menoth 18 which corresponds to 110 March 14/15. This 
precedes our horoscope by only a few hours, a difference 
which would only be recognizable for the moon. For 
this date Vettius Valens finds 

b in X <5 in 8 

Lí in 7 ^ $ in 2T 4 

that is the same signs which he found by more accurate 
computation for the horoscope. 

The Demotic planetary tables, 5 Stobart C,, give the 

1 Botb Horoscopos and Mars are in terms of Júpiter. 

= The same signs, but no degrees, are given for the planets 
from Saturn to Venus in 1,20 (p. 35,15 Kroll) for the day 
before: Trajan 13 Phamenoth (VII) 18 = 110 March 14 (cf. 
p. 180 No. 13). The position of the moon excludes the identi- 
fication of the two examples. 

3 Computed by use of the Handy Tables (cod. Vat. gr. 1291). 
Because the vernal point is almost in the horizon it is obviously 
correct that the culminating point is practically 90° distant in 
longitude. The method of Paulus Alexandrinus (cf. p. 10) 
would lead to M = HZ 19; 10. 

*CCAG 2, p. 105,5 has here, incorrectly, X- The error goes 
back to the general rules where (p. 104,16) Phaophi (II) is 
associated with V3 instead of with 

5 Cf. p. 173. Neugehauer [4] p. 224. 
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LITEKARY SOURCES: No. L110.III — No. L 110,XII 


following positions for 110 March 12 = Trajan 13 


month 7 clay 16 0 

Text 

b in 2T, 8 days before entering X X 1 ;25 

lí in /• ? 25 ;18 

S in 8 8 21 

9 in 2T, 2 days after entering ~ 8 

$ in T, 5 days after entering T 8 32( !) 


No. L 110,IX 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,7-10 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury (and) Venus in Libra, Saturn in 
Aquarius, Júpiter (and) Horoscopos in Sagittarius, 
Mars in Virgo, moon in Leo. In the 47th year lie was 
heir to a friend and in the same (year) he was separated 
from his wife because of jealousy and abuse. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 18 

The given data correspond to 110 September 27: 


Text 

Computed 

°] 

^ 3 

3 == 

^ 9 

9 

=2= 4 

V% **** 

7 

2T 24 

u * ^ 

* 17 

H \ * 

about 10 a.m. 

& n 

n 18 

<r a 

SL 11 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XII,4. 

According to the Stobart tables Mercury entered === 
the day before. 1 

No. L 110,XII 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 282,16 to 27 

TRANSLATION 

The defeated woiuan 1 had the following theine. Sun 
(and) Mercury in Sagittarius, moon in Câncer, Saturn 
in Aquarius, Júpiter {in Virgo} [and] 2 Venus in Capri- 
corn, Mars in Scorpio, Horoscopos in Gemini, clima 4. 
The 54th year is indicated by Saturn and Venus, 30 and 

* Alexandrian calendar. 

No. L 110,IX 

1 Stobart Ci rev. IV,25 (Neugebauer [4] p. 224) : Trajan 14 
month 1 day 29= 110 September 26. 

No. LI 10,XII 

1 Referring to the law suit in the preceding horoscope (No. 
L 108,XI). 

2 Cf- the Commentary. 


24 3 (respectively), making 54. And, again, 36 (the 
rising time) of Scorpio, and (the period) of Mars, 
located in the Lot (of Fortune, n\ 4 ), which 5 had effec- 
tive influence, 15, and of Saturn 30. making 81, two- 
thirds of which is 54, for also the dominant aspect 
of the maleficent (stars) itself was operative. In the 
53rd year she had the prospect and expectation of vic- 
tory through the help of influential persons, wherefore 
she was persuaded togotocourt, since the moon counted 
25 and (the rising time of) Capricorn (the place of 
Venus) 28, making 53. But in the 54th year she was 
abandoned by her helpers, for the beneficent (stars) did 
not combine their times (to this total). 

COMMENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 18 

The position of the sun (?) requires a date in 
December. For 106 December 1 one finds Júpiter in 
the middle of V irgo, but Saturn is about 20° short of 
Aquarius. The situation is equally bad near a.d. 47 or 
in 165 and 166. Thus it is clear that for centuries no 
solution can be found such that all data of the text are 
satisfied. At the same time it is easy to see that the 
text contains errors; for example, the rising times of 
Scorpio and Capricorn 

ei* = 36 &io == 28 

are only correct for clima 2. Babylon, (System A) but 
not for “ clima 4 ” as stated in the text. Similarly the 
enumeration Venus-Mars instead of Mars-Venus is 
suspicious. 

In order to emend the text, the experience can be 
utilized that the date of the latest event quoted varies 
only in very small limits within each individual chapter. 
In our present case the limits of the dates quoted in 16 
horoscopes from this chapter 7 are 154 and 164 respec¬ 
tively. The latest year quoted is the 54th which leads 
us back to a birth between 100 and 110. Within this 
interval Júpiter is correctly in rrç in December 106 but 
Venus, Mars, and Saturn are wrong, whereas the astro- 
logical commentary agrees with the initial positions of 
Mars and Venus. Saturn is correctly located in 2 T for 
the years 108 to 110 but Mars and Venus are wrong 
for 108 and 109. For 110 December 15, however, one 
finds perfect agreement, Júpiter alone excepted: 

Text Computed 

O / P 23 

S ) ^ ^ o 

í S EE 9 

s The origin of this figure for Venus is doubtful ; it is the 
rising time of the place of Mercury, not of Venus. 

4 From Ar = Ah — (Xç — Xq) = X + 5* = TH.. 

6 That is Mars. 

* Cf. Vettius Valens p. 102,16. 

7 Cf. No. L 102,XII,14. 
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Text Computed 


*> 


2 T 26 

lí 

TTR( ?) 

V3 3 

9 

V3 

V3 12 

6 

"1 

TTl 12 

H 

X 

sunset 


This also explains the apparcnt error of enumerating 
Venus before Mars; one has simply to read “Júpiter 
(and) Venus in Capricorn.” 

No. L 111,IV 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 228,15 to 30 

TRANSLATION 

SuninTaurus, moon (and) Mercuryin Aries, Saturn 
in Pisces. Júpiter (and) Mars in Aquarius, Venus in 
Gemini, Horoscopos in Virgó. In the 42nd year (of his 
life) he was lieir to a female person; for the ])aradosis 
at (interval) 6 1 was from moon and Mercury in the 
(8th) locus of Death in Aries, to Virgo, house of Mer¬ 
cury, and from a sign of exaltation (T, exaltation of 
the sun) to an exaltation (of Ç . i.e., TTJ2). In the 45th 
year he held a distinguished office for public affairs; for 
Venus at Midheaven gave over to Mars, which indicated 
trouble, and to Júpiter, 2 which indicated esteem. And 
the start was from the Horoscopos to the sun (in M) 
wherefore he gained royal recognition at that time. And 
in the same year he freed (his) concubines because 
Júpiter in the (6th) locus of slaves took over from 

Venus. In the 46th vear he had troubles and reverses 

* 

in affairs of property 3 and because of female persons. 
cjuarrels, and the death of two concubines; for the 
transfer (of power) was from Venus to Saturn in the 
(7th) locus of marriage and from sun to Mars and 
Júpiter. From these quarrels then he ceased. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 18 

The strenuous life of this person began in 111 April 
24 as is seen from the following comparison: 

Text Computed 

0 8 8 2 

O. T T 18 

5 \ 1 T 10 

h X X 10 

* The Stobart tablcs as well as P. Tebt. 274 would give X. 
According to Stobart Ci rev. 111,24 Saturn enters X in Trajan 
14 inonth 3 day 24 (= 110 November 20) whereas T gives day 
23 ( cf . Neugebauer [4] p. 224 and p. 241 respectively). 

No. LI 11,IV 

1 Because 42 = 6 mod. 12. 

= Because 45 = 9 mod. 12 and <$ and LI in ~ are in the 9th 
sign from 9 in X- 

3 Reading ktijtuv for in line 27. 


Text Computed 

u ( _ VS 27(1) 

3 í ~~ 2T 15 

9 X X 18 

II TTg about 2 p.m. 

Both the Demotic Stobart tables and the Greek plane- 
tary tables P. Tebt. 274 lead to 2 T as position of Júpiter. 
According to Stobart C t rev. 111,28 Júpiter entered 2 T 
at Trajan 14 month 8 day 15= 111 April 10 while T 
gives a date 3 days earlier. 4 

For related horoscopes cf. Xo. L 102,XI 1.4. 

No. L 111,IX 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 285,4 to 15 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Libra, moon in Aquarius, 
Saturn in Pisces, Júpiter in Capricorn, Mars in Aries, 
Venus in Leo, Horoscopos in Câncer, clima 6. This 
person was rich, but about the 47th year he lost (his 
riches). For Saturn was operative. being in Midheaven 
(in the) 9(th locus), 1 and the rising of Pisces (the 
place of Saturn) : of Saturn 30. of Pisces 17, 2 making 
47. Further, the diameter of sun (in =t±) and Mars (in 
T ) and Mercury (in =^=) : of Mars 15 and of the rising 
time of Aries 17 2 and of the sun 19 and of Mercury 20 
{and of Leo 38) 3 making altogether 71, two-thirds of 
which is 47 (years) and 4 months. And the side of the 
square of Libra and Capricorn: of Capricorn 27. 4 of 
Mercury (in =£=) 20, making 47. In appearance then 
he seemed to be guarded all round but he had to expect 
reverses and loss because of a woman. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 18 

l he date 111 September 30 satisfies the conditions 
of the horoscope: 

' Cf. Neugebauer (4) p. 224 and p. 241 respectively. 

No. L 111,IX 

1 Counting by zodiacal signs, beginning with H = as locus 
1. Saturn is íound in the 9th locus (X). Counting in the same 
fashion, Midheaven would be locus 10 = T. In order to justity 
the statement that Saturn was in M we would have to assume 
accurate computation (“by degrees”), which indeed may place 
Saturn in the culminating segment (a real check is made im¬ 
possible by the omission of degrees for H and the sun). But 
then also the counting of the loci should have been modified 
accordingly. 

3 The rising time of Pisces and Aries is a,* = 17 = a, in 
clima 6, System B. 

3 This is an interpolation, which, however, could have indi¬ 
cated that also Venus (period 8) in 9. plus the rising time of 
Sl, namely 39 for clima 6 (System B) give the total 47. Thus 
38 is probably an error for 39 4- 8. 

* The rising time of V3 is ai» = 27 for clima 7(!) in System 
B or for clima 2(!) in System A. 
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Text 

Computed 

O 1 

6 

9 í - 

=£= 24 

(7 

Vi A*W 

4T 14 

b X 

X 9 

24 V3 

VS 19 

i T 

T 14 

9 a 

a 19 

H S 

about midnight 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.14. 

No. LI 12,VII 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 229,13-36 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mars (and) \ r enus in Leo. moon in Aquarius, 
Saturn in Aries, Júpiter in Pisces, Mercurv in Câncer, 
Horoscopos in Virgo. In the 24th year he profited from 
the dead and (from) friends; in the 26th year marriage 
and woman’s help, in the 29th year by the death of 
another person’s slave and allegation of poisou he had 
(legal) affairs and quarrels. For Saturn (in T) made 
paradosis to sun, Mars (and) Venus in (£1) the (12th) 
locus concerned with slaves. but he got help by the 
friendship of greater (persons), inale and female. [In 
similar fashion this discussion continues down to his 
45th year when] he was released by the influence of 
greater persons on ground of illness; for the paradosis 
of each the first period and the second period was mixed. 
beneficent and maleficent. And besides the maleficent 
(stars) were under the sun‘s ray retrograde or dimmer 1 
and fell in weaker places. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl..l9 

One finds as date of this horoscope 112 July 27: 


Text Computed 


©1 


a 2 

ê 

► a 

a 19 

9 


a 24 

d 

AAV 

-— Q 

yvw 7 

b 

T 

X 26(!) 

24 

X 

X 2 

Ç 


S 17 

H 

TTB 

about 8 a.m. 


Saturn is about 13 days past its first station. Both 
Stobart tables and P. Tebt. 274 agree with the present 
text in the position of Saturn since they place the entry 
of the planet into T at Trajan 15 month 9 day 4 = 112 
April 29; 2 X is reentered on September 28. The case 
of 9 also is of interest since the Stobart tables record 


1 Saturn is retrograde and Mars close to the sun. 

* Cf Neugebauer [4] p. 222 ÍCN rev. V,10) and p. 241. 


the entry of this planet into TTg for a date only two days 
later than our horoscope. 3 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XI 1,4. 

No. L 112,VIII 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 114,16 to 18 
(= p. XI note 1 = CCAG 5,2 p. 120,30 to 32) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercurv in Leo, moon in Scorpio, Saturn 
(and) Horoscopos in Aries. Júpiter in Pisces, Mars 
(and) Venus in Virgo. the Lot of Fortune in Capri- 
corn. 1 the (Lot of) Daimon in Câncer. 2 This person 
was hunchbacked. 3 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 19 

For 112 August 17 one finds: 


Text 

Computed 

°t a 

a 23 
a 27 

d 

TTl 

TTl 18 

* [ T 

H ( T 

X 25(!) 
about 10 p.m 

24 


X 0 

9 Í 

TTR 4 

TTR 20 


Saturn is retrograde; cf. the commentary to the pre- 
ceding horoscope. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L 83. 

No. LI 13,IV 

CCAG 8,2 p. 85,18 to p. 86,12 

TRANSLATION 

And a third 1 nativity he 2 records as follows and he 
says about this person that he was born to destruction 
of himself and of his parents at about the age of 25; 
and the theme of this nativity was as follows: Sun and 
Horoscopos were in Aries, moon in Scorpio, 3 days 
after its evening rising. Mercurv and Saturn in Aries 
at morning setting, Júpiter in Pisces at morning rising. 
The Lot of Fortune fell in Scorpio. The ruler, he says, 
in this case will be Mars. The moon after 7 days will 
be in [Leo], 3 after 40 days in Libra. 

3 C; obv. 1.6: Trajan 15 month 12 day 5 = 112 July 29. 

No. LI 12,VIII 

1 From Ar = \h — ( X(j — Xq) = T — 3* = V3- 

3 From T+3‘ = 5. 

3 Or any disease with humps. 

No. LI 13,1 V 

1 Referring to No. L 40 and to No. L 76 as the two other ones. 

3 Antigonus of Nicaea. 

3 Left blank in manuscript. correctlv supplied hv the editors. 
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[There follows a short biographical sketch. The causes 
of this fate are found in the astrological conditions.] 

Furthermore, all of his family suffered in the same re- 
versals because the sun was in the Horoscopos, attended 
by Mercury and Júpiter. He says about it: He was ill 
advised because Mercury and Saturn were found in a 
male sign ( T ) and destroyed someone of those of the 
family because of this configuration, and he himself was 
cut down because the moon was in Scorpio, a mis- 
fortune-causing sign, and projecting its rays * against 
Mars which was in Epanaphora with respect to Mid- 
heaven. The damage would come to a person because 
Mars was in a human-shaped sign 4 5 6 (Aquarius). He 
was erotic and fond of gladiators, erotic through Venus 
and Júpiter, fond of gladiators because Mars was in 
Epanaphora with respect to Midheaven and Mercury 
was in the house of Mars ( T ). He died about his 25th 
year, in a bad way, because this (the number 25) and 
the rising time of Aquarius were the same. 0 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 19 

We must first correct an obvious error in the text. 
Twice it is stated that the moon was in Tq.. This is 
excluded, however, by all other data concerning the 
moon: (a) the moon was 3 days after evening rising 
and the sun in T ; this puts the moon in 8 or X ; 
( b ) after 7 days the moon would be in £1; but 7 days 
correspond to a progress of about 3 signs hence to an 
original position in 8 ; ( c ) after 40 days the moon 
would be in =£= or one complete rotation and 5 signs 
from its starting point, which thus must have been 8 . 
Hence 8 is the correct place for the moon. The cause 
of the error is probably a simple misreading of the 
symbol for Taurus, as it also occurred in No. L —71. 

The remaining data amply suffice to determine the 
date of the horoscope as 113 April 6, that is 3 days after 
conjunction on April 3. One finds: 


Text 

Computed 

©l T 

H| T 

T 15 

sunrise 

í [»] 

8 19 


T 6 

T 

T 2 

lí X 

X 23 

'h /ww 

O 

~ 22 


The moon is at the end of after 7 days and at the 
end of =c= after 40 days. 7 It is furthermore correct that 
Mars is in £? before culmination in VS when the Horo- 


4 That is the quartile aspect ahead of the moon, counted in the 

zodiacal order. Cf. Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 249. 

6 Cf. CCAG 11, p. 139,6 f. 

* In both systems the rising time of Aquarius is 25°, but only 
for Alexandria. 

7 Cf. also No. L 40. 


scopos is with the sun in V. Mercury is retrograde as 
morning star and thus in “ morning setting ” and the 
same terminology is crudely applied to Saturn which is 
very close to Mercury. Júpiter is correctly at morning 
rising. Thus all astronomical data are correct. 8 The Lot 
of Fortune, however, is said to be in tq. and is therefore 
based on the wrong lunar position in iq,, computed 
according to 

Af = A.u -f~ (A<r — Aq) = T — 7 S = Tq.. 

Cumont assumed (CCAG 8,2 p. 85 note) that this 
horoscope refers to Pedanius Fuscus who was executed 
with his parents, supposedly, in 136 by Hadrian. Ac¬ 
cording to Cassius Dio his age was then 18, not “ about 
25 ” as in the above text. Our result shows that the age 
given in the horoscope requires the year 137/138 as the 
date of execution. 

No. L 113,VIII 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 231,32 to p. 232,3 and 
VII,5 p. 282,28 to p. 283,2 

TRANSLATION 
First Version 

Sun (and) moon in Câncer, Saturn, Júpiter (and) 
Mars in Aries, Venus, Mercury (and) Horoscopos in 
Gemini. In the 20th year the parents of this person 
were both killed by a guardsman in an assembly of 
robbers: the paradosis was then from the Horoscopos 
to the (8th) Locus of Death (Itf) and even more opera- 
tive was the (paradosis) at (the interval) 4 from Saturn 
and Mars (in T) to sun and moon (in Si) which 
happened to be in the (2nd) Locus of Death, indicating 
both father and mother. He himself, however, (although) 
in the melee, escaped the danger. so that the paradosis 
of Júpiter (in T) was powerful in the same (time). 

Sccond Version 

[Positions as before] clima 1. In the 47th and 48th 
and 49th (year) he was ill and was weakened, suffering 
a great flow of blood and at the same time he was 
banished. The 47 years were indicated by Câncer 31 ;40 
and Mars 15 making 47 (years) and 8 months; and 
the 48 (years), again of Câncer 31 ;40 and of the moon 
25 and of Mars 15 making 72, two-thirds of which is 
48; operative then in the 48th year were both the rising 
time of Gemini 28;20 and the period of Mercury 20, 
making 48 (years) 4 months wherefrom he gained a 
little lenience and support in the 49th year. Sun and 
Saturn allotted 19 and 30 making 49 (years) ; then the 
maleficent (planets in T) being in dominant aspect to 

8 The Stobart tables (Neugebauer [4] p. 225) indicate that 
Júpiter is near entering T (Cj obv. 1,30: Trajan 16 month 8 
day 15 = 113 April 10) and Mars near X (Ci obv. 11,7: day 
18 = April 13). 
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thc luminaries (in 5õ) were the cause of great danger 
and if Júpiter had not been there (in T ) too they would 
liave brought him violent death absolutely. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 19 
For 113 July 1 one finds: 


Text Computed 


O 

1 s 

S 

7 

<r 

1 " 

5 

11 

* 1 


T 

7 

u 

► T 

T 

9 

6 J 


T 

23 

$ 


8 

27(!) 

5 , 

> X 

X 

17 

Hj 


about 

4 A.M. 


According to the Siobart tables, C 2 obv. 11.20. Venus 
entered X the day before (Trajan 16 month 11 day 6 
= 113 June 30 *). Mars, however, is just one day ahead 
of moving from T into 8 (C 2 obv. II.9 day 8 = July 2). 
The rising times 

a 3 = 28 ;20 a 4 = 31 ;40 

are correct for Alexandria (clima 1), System A. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XI 1.4 and No. 
L 102,XII,14 respectively. 

No. L 114,V 

Vettius Valens 111,10 p. 147,11 to 23 

TRANSLATION 


Text 


Computed 

Text—comp. 

O 

8 

25; 1S 

8 20 

5 

d 

/WV 

/vw 

7; 10 

7 

+ 5 

*? 

T 

24 

T 19 

+ 5 

U 

8 

4 ;25 

8 0 

-M;30 

ê 

5 

22 ;5 3 

S 15 

+ 8 

$ 

X 

28;16 

X 27 

+ 1 

3 

X 

6 

X 1 

+ 5 

H 

V3 

27 

about 10 p.m. 



The next conjunction is placed at X 2;25 as compared 
with 8 29 on May 22 according to computation. 

It is of interest to note that the Stobart tables list the 
entry of Mars into the next sign for 13 days later, 3 of 
Venus into for the next day. 4 

A second horoscope from the same chapter is No. 
L 127,XI. 

No. LI 14,VII 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 286,29 to 37 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Leo, moon in Libra, Saturn 
in Aries, Júpiter in Taurus, Mars (and) Venus in 
Virgo, Horoscopos in Capricorn, clima 2. In the 40th 
year he had a crisis: of moon 25. of Aries 15, 1 making 
40. Or of its diameter, Aries 20, 2 of Libra 40. 3 two- 
thirds of which is 40. Thus the crisis was double. And 
at the same time I found Capricorn, the Horoscopos. 
28 4 and of Júpiter (in 8 ) in trine 12. making 40. And 
again of Capricorn 30 5 and of Taurus 22 6 and of 
period 8, 7 making 60, two-thirds of which is 40. 


For example let the sun be in degree 25 ; 18 of Taurus, 
the moon 7 ;10 of Aquarius, Saturn degree 24 of Aries, 
Júpiter degree 4 ;25 of Taurus, Mars degree 22 ;53 of 
Câncer, Venus 28; 16 of Gemini, Mercury degree 6 of 
Gemini, Horoscopos degree 27 of Capricorn. I took 
(the distance) from the degree of the moon to the next 
conjunction 1 which happened to be in Gemini degree 
2 ;25; it makes 115. These (degrees) I subtract from 
the Horoscopos (and) it falis in the second degree of 
Libra. And the start is from here to the radiation of 
the maleficent (stars). For Saturn radiating at diameter 
and Mars at quartile about the same degrees caused the 
death; and Júpiter was turning away 2 and Venus was 
not well located and had no povver to aid. The (subjcct 
of the) nativity lived 28 years 9 months. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 19 

Fair agreement is reached for 114 Mav 13: 

1 Neugebauer [4] p. 225. 

No. L114,V 

1 Cf. for this concept Vettius Valens p. 145,32 ff. 

2 Cf Introduction p. 13. 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 19 
For 114 July 26 one finds 
Text 


Computed 


Sl 

a 

1 

a 

15 



22 

T 

T 

24 


3 Neugebauer [4] p. 225: C* obv. 111,16 Trajan 17 month 10 
day 1 = 114 May 26 entry into SI- 

* C» obv. 111,29: month 9 day 19 = May 14. 

No. LI 14.VII 

1 Aries is a house of Mars, which has the period 15 years. 

2 The rising time of Aries is a t = 20 for clima 2, System A. 

3 The rising time of Libra is aj = 40 for clima 2, System A. 

4 The rising time of Capricorn is oi 0 = 28 for clima 2, Sys¬ 

tem A. 

6 Capricorn is a house of Saturn, whose period is 30 years. 

0 The rising time of Taurus has the value a 3 = 22 only for 
clima 5(!) (in both Systems). Everything would have been 
correct if the rising times of both VS and 8 had been íaken. 
since for clima 2 and System A holds 

aio + a u = 28 + 24 = 52. 

7 Because of Venus whose house is Taurus. 
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Text 
U 8 



H V3 


Computed 


8 13 

TTK 1 

rrn 17 

about 4 p.m. 


This date is confirmed by an example s quoted in 1,23 
(p. 52, 16-29) where for Trajan 17 Mesore (XII) 2 
= 114 July 26 the sun is said to be in 5, the moon 
in 18 and H in V3 24. 

The Stobart tables seeni to assign to Saturn a position 
in 8 since the planet entered this sign in Trajan 17 
month 11 day 4= 114 June 28 9 being back in T the 
next New Year day 10 (= August 29). In all proba- 
bility, however, the date of the reentry in T should 
have been listed at the end of year 17.—According to 
the same tables Mercury would have entered only 
4 days earlier. 11 

For related horoscopes cj. No. L 102 XII 14 and in 
particular No. L 133. 


No. L 114,IX 

Vettius Valens VII,2 p. 268,7 to 15 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Yenus in Libra. Saturn in Aries, Júpiter 
in Taurus, Mars [in LibraJ, Mercury in Virgo, moon 
in Sagittarius, Horoscopos in Libra; clima 3. In the 
39th year he was banished ; rising time of Aries 20, 
Saturn there, and the sun diametrically opposite 19, for 
both (^> and O) were in opposition to their own 
exaltations. He had, tlien, crises in the earlier times; 
but for the comparison with the preceding nativity, 1 for 
it is a brother, we watched the 39th year. One must 
marvel then at the natural lavv 2 that it brought the 
periods to the same (rcsult) 3 even though they were 
born in different climata. 4 


Text 
^ T 
U 8 
á [=H 

ç TTP 
d ? 
H ^ 


Computed 
T 22 
8 12 
^ 10 
TT V. 18 
* 21 

about sunrise 


One would expect both Horoscopos and Mars to be 
mentioned with sun and Venus; 5 and also the moon 
should come before Saturn. 

The rising time of Aries, a, = 20 belongs to clima 3 
only in System B. For System A one would need clima 
2; cj. also No. L 120,XII. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L 74,XI. 


No. LI 14,XI 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,32 to p. 231,4 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mars (and) Mercury in Scorpio, Saturn in 
Aries, moon in Virgo, Júpiter in Taurus, Venus in 
Libra. Horoscopos in Sagittarius. In the 42nd year, 
becauseof a woman, quarrels and confusion and notoriety 
and in the 44th (year) violent death of a slave and crisis 
of (his) father and accusation of ignoble descent and 
of rape; but he got help and gifts from friends. He 
got in trouble with the law about the writings(?) 1 and 
he went through punishment and fraud 2 and false 
accusation and was harrassed by treachery and was 
physically ill. Thus each paradosis had its own influence 
and likewise each locus. 

COM M ENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 20 

The date is determined as 114 November 10 from 


COM M ENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 20 

We find the date 114 September 24 from 

Text Computed 

O } =*=0 

9 í " — 8 


8 No. 14 in the list on p. 180. 

9 Neugebauer (4] p. 225: Ci obv. III,7. 

10 G obv. IV,20. 

11 Ci obv. IV,16: Trajan 17 month 11 day 28 = 114 July 22. 

No. L 114.IX 

1 Cf. No. L 120,XII. 

" <pí'<ris. 

3 The brother was banished in his 33rd year; as Kroll cor- 
rectly noticed he is 6 years younger and this is confirmed by 
our dating of the two horoscopes. 

4 The younger brother was born in clima 2. 


Text 

Computed 

°] 

TTl 17 

3 [ ttl 

TTl 11 

» J 

TTl 18 

*> T 

T 19 

d TT]) 

m 2i 

U 8 

8 11 

9 ^ 

^ 4 

H * 

about 8 a.m. 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XI 1,4. 


6 According to the Stobart tables (Neugebauer [4] p. 225) 
Venus is moving retrograde, entering TIJ two days later: Cj obv. 
V,6 Trajan 18 month 1 day 29 = 114 Sept. 26. 

No. LI 14,XI 

1 Perhaps religious writings (cf. p. 199,34) or legal documents; 
cf. CCAG 5,2 p. 143, 144. 

2 For èníOtcris cf. the remarks in CCAG 8,1 p. 161. 
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No. L 115,11 

Vettius Valens 111,13 p. 154,10 to 15 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in 29 degrees of Aquarius, moon in the begin- 
ning of Aries, Horoscopos in 18 degrees of Capricorn, 
(preccding) conjunction in 26 degrees of Aquarius, 
ascending node in 16 degrees of Scorpio. I counted 
upwards 1 from the degree of the conjunction (z?26) 
to the degree of the Horoscopos (V3 18) ; it inakes 38. 
These dowmvard from the degrees of the Horoscopos. 2 
It totais for the first clima approximatelv 33 years. He 
lived 32 years five months. The place of the conception 
did not have the start; for the full moon of the con¬ 
ception and the ascending node happened to be at the 
same degrees. Therefore, he had a dangerous birth and 
a violent end. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 20 


The date of this horoscope is 115 FYbruary 15: 


Text 


Computed 

Text—comp. 

O 

2T 29 

.sr 25 ;30 

-f 3 ;30 

í 

beg. of T 

X 26 

+ 4 

H 

V3 18 

about 4 a.m. 


prec. conj. 

2 T 26 Feb. 

12: 2T 22 

4-4 

& 

TTl 16 

TX 11 

4- 5 

The “ full moon of the conception ” is 

the full moon 


which occurs about 114 June 6, the sun being in X 13 
and the moon in ? 13. The ascending node is then at 
about ? 5 ;45 hence at a longitude which is reached by 
the moon just before or during the day of full moon. 
Thus the statement of the text that full moon and node 
coincide is closely justified as far as time is concerned 
but about 7 o wrong with respect to the longitudes. 

Two related, and incomplete, horoscopes are No. 
L 74,IV and No. L75.1. 

No. L 115,XII 

Vettius Valens 11,41, p. 129,29 to 33 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 121,8 to 12) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Capricorn, moon in Libra, Saturn in Taurus. 
Júpiter in Gemini, Mars (and) Horoscopos in Câncer, 
Venus in Aquarius, Mercury in Sagittarius, the Lot of 
Fortune in Libra. 1 In this sign the moon was in in¬ 
ferior aspect to Mars (in fã) which is 2 in opposition 

1 That is in the direction of the daily rotation. 

2 The text is here confused; cj. the procedure of No. L 74,1 V. 

No. LI 15,XII 

1 From Ar = Xh — (Xç — Xq) = fã 4 3’ = =c=. 

2 Kroll p. 129,32 incorrectly inavTiovnévTj instead of -névov 
(CCAG). 


to the sun (in VS). The (8th) Locus of Death 3 * was 
in Taurus, and Saturn is there. This person was killed 
by wild beasts. 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 20 

All conditions of this horoscope are satisfied for 115 
December 26: 


Text Computed 


O 

V3 

V3 4 

<r 

^ 12 


8 

8 2 

u 

X 

X 13 

H | S 

fã 6 
sunset 

O 

^ 13 

9 

* 

* 16 


For related horoscopes see No. L65.V. 

No. L 116 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 113,19-24 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Aquarius, moon in Virgo, Saturn in Taurus, 
Júpiter (and) Horoscopos in Gemini, Mars in Câncer, 
Y r enus in Pisces, 1 Mercury in Capricorn, the Lot of 
Fortune in Capricorn, 2 the Daimon in Scorpio. To these 
(lots) the maleficent (stars <5 and ) were in opposi¬ 
tion. This person was effeminate and he had unmen- 
tionable vices, for Capricorn is lascivious and its ruler 
(Saturn 3 ) was in Taurus, the sign (which indicates 
the kind of) weakness, and Scorpio indicates the kind 
of lasciviousness. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 20 
For 116 January 21 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

O 


0 

d 

n 

TTP 23 

h 

8 

8 1 

U ! 

X 

X 10 

Hf 

about 2 p. m. 

6 

s 

X 27(!) 

9 

X 

X 13 

9 

V5 

V? 6 


Mars is close to the second station. According to the 
Stobart tables it had entered fã four months earlier 
(C; rev. 1,9: Trajan 19 month 1 day 22= 115 Sep- 

3 Counted from the Lot of Fortune (in ^=). 

No. L 116 

1 Variant (incorrectly) : Aquarius. 

2 From Ar = X H 4 (Xç —Xq) = X — 5* = V3- 

3 Capricorn is a house of Saturn. 
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tember 20 4 ). Mercury, according to tlie same tables, 
reachecl V3 only 5 days earlier. 5 

For related horoscopes cj. No. L83. 

No. L 117,VI 

Vettius Valens VII,2 p. 269,11 to 28 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Júpiter (and) Horoscopos in Câncer, moon in 
Sagittarius, Saturn in Gemini, Mars in Taurus, Venus 
(and) Mercury in Leo; clima 3. After serving in a 
distinguished army post lie was involved in an accusa- 
tion in the 38tli year and lost bis standing. For there 
was operative tlie rising time of Taurus 23 and the 
period of Mars 15, making 38, and also the side of the 
liexagon of Saturn (30) and Yenus (8), 38. Then 
from tlie 37th year he had to expect enmities and opposi- 
tions; for the moon indicated the 25 and Sagittarius the 
12, 1 making 37, Saturn being in opposition. Further 
Câncer 25 2 and Júpiter 12 from which he got some 
small assistance. In the 39th year he was accused and 
bound and had no power to set things straight, for Mer¬ 
cury being in Leo allotted the 20 and for the sign 19, 3 
[and] being in inferior aspect to the (star) effecting the 
accusation ( h ), was the weaker. And besides, Saturn 
was about to begin another reverse; rising time of 
Gemini 28 and for Sagittarius 12, 1 making 40. Then at 
tliis time he was abroad and was betrayed by a woman 
by writings 4 and became poor and was troubled about 
slaves, some of them by alienation, and some of them 
by loss and penalty, and he himself was physically ill. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 20 

The date is found to be 117 June 30: 


Text Computed 


Ol 



6 

« : 

* 

£3 

£E 27 

h j 



sun ri se 

d 



J 19 



X 

X 1 

6 


8 

8 25 

9 i 

* 


Sl 8 

8 ( 

Sl 

Sl 3 


4 Cf. Neugebauer [4] p. 226. 

0 O rcv. 1,31: Trajan 19 month 5 day 20= 116 January 16. 

No. LI 17,VI 

1 The moon is as usual (c/. p. 10) given the period of 25 
years, Sagittarius, a house of Júpiter, the period of this planet, 
i.e., 12. 

2 Câncer is the house of the moon, whose period is 25. 

* Mercury has the period 20 and Leo, the house of the sun, 
its period of 19. 

4 Perbap? in^cating a lawsuit. 


113 

The locality is given as clima 3 and the following rising 
times are quoted 

a 2 = 23 a 3 = 28. 

The first value is only found, however, in clima 4, the 
second for clima 2 (Syst. A). 

According to the Stobart tables Júpiter is to enter 
£1 seven days later, 5 and Mars is only two days from 
entering X , c while Mercury had moved into £1 two days 
before the date of the horoscope. 7 

For related horoscopes cj. No. L 74,XI. 

No. L 117,X 

Aelius Aristides, Sacred Discourses IV,26 1 

TRANSLATION 

[Description of a dream in which Plato appears to 
Aristides.] This dream carne to me in Smyrna, and the 
other a little while before this in Pergamum. And he 
vvho explained it credited to Júpiter the dream and the 
manifest solicitude of the gods; for (he said) the star 
of Júpiter was cleaving the middle degree of Midheaven 
when I was born; and moreover the astronomers say 
that Leo was then at Midheaven and the star of Júpiter 
in Leo, in quartile to the right to Mercury, and both 
(Leo and Júpiter) in morning rising. 

COM MENTARY 

All that this very fragmentary horoscope contains is 
the following data: Júpiter was exactly culminating; the 
sign in which this planet was located is Leo; Mercury 
was in quartile to Júpiter three signs ahead, thus in 
Scorpio. Both Júpiter and Leo were in morning rising, 
thus not far to the east of the sun. 

The last detailed discussion of this horoscope is to be 
found in BoulangeFs large work on Aristides (1923). 
The statement 2 that Aristides “ nous donne en bonne 
et due forme son thèine astrologique complet ” is a 
somewhat surprising description of our text. Boulanger 
is also wrong in interpreting “ ta>ov<» ” as “ Tobservation 
est faite à laurore.” Since the concept “ morning ” has 
nothing to do with individual planets, it is clear that 
we are dealing with the technical terminology of “ morn¬ 
ing rising ” which indicates a position to the west of 
the sun. Consequently, the sun must be in irç or, at 
the most, in =£= (cj. fig. 14). On the other hand, Mer¬ 
cury in TT1 requires, because of its limited elongation, 
a solar longitude of at least ^ 10 or a distance from 

6 Neugebauer [41 p. 226: Ci rev. 11,14 lí entering Sl in 
Hadrian 1 month 11 day 13 = 117 July 7. 

8 Ca rev. 11,23: month 11 day 8 = July 2. 

7 Cj rev. 111,21: month 11 day 4 = June 28. 

No. L117.X 

1 Aristides, ed. Keil, vol. II p. 440, 21-28. 

* Boulanger, Aristides, p. 465. 
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Leo of at least 40°. It requires some poetical license to 
speak still of morning rising at so great a clistancc from 
the sun. 



Figure 14. 


The data 

O in =c= U in Sl = M 5 in Hl = H 

alone would not suffice to determine the date of a horo- 
scope. But \ve know from Suidas that Aristides died 
under Commodus (180 to 192) and from Philostratus 
that he reached an age of 60 or 70 years. 3 4 Thus he was 
horn betwecn about 110 and 132. Since Júpiter is in 
Leo during this interval only in 117 and in 129, the 
only question remaining is to decide between these tvvo 
possibilities. The position of the sun requires a day in 
October and it is obvious that we must assume Ç at 
the very beginning of Til in order to keep the distance 
of the sun from ol as small as possible. These condi- 
tions are satisfied in both years 

117 Oct. 8 129 Oct. 16 


O 


14 


22 

U = M 

Sl 

17 

a 

22 

S 

"1 

0 

"1 

1 

H * 

m. 

9 


13 


but since in the first case Júpiter is 57° distant from the 
sun, in the second case 60° (and the end of Leo 44° 
and 52° respectively), the year 117 seems to be the 
preferable date by a very narrow margin. It is clear 
that so small a difiference, based on so slender and in- 
accurate elements, cannot be considered as a decisive 
astronomical argument in favor of either one of these 
two dates. According to Boulanger the year 117 agrees 
better than 129 with the other biographical data of 
Aristides. 

MBI.IOORAPIIICAL NOTE 

The horoscope in Aristides’ text was first utilized for 
the biography of the author by J. Masson in the intro- 
duction “ De Aristidis vita collectanea histórica ” which 
was printed in vol. 1 5 of Aelii Aristidis . . . opera 
omnia, edited by Samuel Jebb, Oxford, 1722. Masson 
consulted Edm. Halley about the possible date and 
Halley gave him on the basis of his ovvn tables the years 

3 Boulanger, p. 465. 

4 Computed for clima 5. 

c Signature g 2, § IV 


No. L 117,X — No. L 118 

117 and 129, roughly October since Mercury in Scorpio 
required a position of the sun in Scorpio or Sagittarius. 0 
Masson then preferred 129 on biographical grounds 
while later investigators. e.g. Lenormant, 7 suggested 117. 
W. Schmid in Pauly-lVissoiva, RE 2,1, col. 886 (No. 
24) adopted 129 again but changed themonthto“ March 
or April ” which is, of course, astronomically excluded. 

No. L 117,XI 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 113,25-31 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Vénus in Sagittarius, 1 moon in Câncer, 
Saturn in Gemini, Júpiter (and) Mars in Leo, Mercury 
in Scorpio, Horoscopos in Capricorn. The Lot of For¬ 
tune in Leo, 2 the Daimon in Gemini. Saturn located in 
this (sign) caused him to be castrated. For the ruler 
(of Gemini 3 ), Mercury, was in Scorpio, which indi- 
cates the part, and the sun in Sagittarius indicates the 
region about the groin. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 21 
The date is 117 November 30: 
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For related horoscopcs cf. No. L 83. 

No. L 118 

Vettius Valens 11,36 p. 112,5 to 10; VII,2 p. 268,29 to 
269,2; VII,5 p. 287,11 to 16; CCAG 2 
p. 168,24 to p. 169,8 

TRANSLATION 

First Version (Vettius Valens //,3d) 

Sun, Venus (and) Mars in Sagittarius, moon in 
Libra, Saturn in Câncer (error for Gemini 1 ), Júpiter 

a No reason is given for excluding Libra. 

7 Recherchcs pour servir à 1'histoire de 1’F.gypte (1823) pp. 
254-259. 

No. L 117,XI 

1 Erroueously omitted in the manuscript V*. 

2 From Ak = Xh 4- (X(j — \q) = VS — 5' = 

3 A house of Mercury. 

No. L 118 

1 Correct in the second and the third version, again wrong 
(Aquarius), in the fourth version 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. LI 18 
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in Virgo, Mercury in Scorpio, Horoscopos in Capri- 
corn, the Lot (of Fortune) in Scorpio. 2 The genitais 
were injured (because) the ruler of Scorpio ( <5 3 ) was 
in Sagittarius. This person was baldheaclecl and disabled 
in the penis. But Júpiter, the ruler of the Daimon ( X 4 ) 
was found in the (9th) locus of the god and effected 
his recovery through the god; and he became a seer. 5 

Second Version ( Vettius Valens VI 1,2) 

Sun, Mars (and) Venus in Sagittarius, moon in 
Libra, Saturn in Gemini, Júpiter in Virgo, Mercury in 
Scorpio, Horoscopos in Capricorn. In the 19th year his 
father’s violent death, and he himself was afflicted by eye 
trouble. In the same year he went abroad and was in 
danger at sca. For operative was the period of the sun 
(19 years) with Mars with it (in ? ) and Saturn oppo- 
site (in X). And in the 20th year he recovered, (fol- 
lowing an) oracle of the god by treatment and ointment. 
For at that time Saturn (in X) was operative with 
Gemini giving 20, 6 wherefore he suffered many ills. 
And Virgo indicated 20 with Júpiter in it; or of Júpiter 
12 and of Venus (in ? ) in quartile 8, making 20. Thus 
the period belonged to many stars, but the powerful 
ones were those operative. [Other general considera- 
tions follow.] 

Tliird Version (Vettins Valens VI 1,5) 

[Same positions as before except error at the end: 
“ Horoscopos (and) Mercury in Capricorn ” instead of 
“Mercury [in Scorpio], Horoscopos in Capricorn’’]; 
clima 6. The 36th year midway was criticai. Of Gemini 
27 (years) 6 months and of Venus 8 (years) makes 
35 (years) 6 months. Of the sun 19 (years) [and of 
Sagittarius 35 (years) 6 months] makes 54 (years) 
6 months, two-thirds of which makes 36 (years) 4 
months. There the beneficent (stars) shared (in power). 

Foitrth Version 7 (CCAG 2 p. 168,24 to p. 169,8) 

Sun, Mars (and) Venus in Sagittarius, moon in 
Libra, Saturn in [Gemini 8 ], Júpiter in Virgo, Mercury 
in Scorpio, Horoscopos in Capricorn. In the 19th year 
the father died a violent death. For in this prognostica- 
tion the period of the sun (19 years) was effective 
through its being with Mars. For Mars with the sun 
indicates a bad death for the father. And thcy also 
cause injury to the eye and indicate danger. All this 
happened: his father died by violence in the 19th year 
and he himself was injured in the eyes and going abroad 

= From Ar = X„ + (X c — X Q ) = V3 — 2’ = n\. 

3 Whose house is n\. 

* A house of Júpiter. 

5 Cf. Cumont, EA p. 159, note 3. 

8 Gemini is a house of Mercury whose period is 20. 

7 From De planetis of an anonymous author who frequently 
quotes Vettius Valens. Cf. Commentary. 

8 Kroll here writes “ Aquarius( ?).” Cf. the preceding versions. 


had danger at sea. For the Ship Argo is in Sagittarius." 
[After some further discussion:] But in the 20th year 
by divine providence he recovered his eyesight. For 
Venus was present with the sun (in &) and Júpiter 
(in TTJ2) was in quartile aspect; and the 20 years were 
indicated by Virgo, because of its ruler Mercury, in 
which (sign, Tf£) Júpiter was in aspect to the sun. And 
besides Júpiter (indicated) 12 and Venus, in quartile, 
8, and both portended eye injury. [Followed by addi- 
tional arguments.] 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 21 

The date of this horoscope is 118 November 26 
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For relatcd horoscopes cf. for the first version No. L 83, 
for the second version No. L 74 XI and for the third 
version No. L 102 XII 14 respectively. The subject is 
one of six survivors of a shipwreck in a.d. 155; cf. No. 
L 133. The same date, Hadrian 3 Athyr (III) 30 = 
118 November 26, is quoted as an example 10 in IX, 19 
(p. 363, 5 ff.) giving for the sun TX( !)7, for the moon 
rrç 30 as longitude, and as time the 4th hour of day, 
which is possible if the Horoscopos was near the end 
of VS. 

The rising times quoted for clima 6 

a 3 — 27 ;30 [a 0 = 35:30] 

disagree with both systems since 

System A System B 

a 3 = 27 ;6,40 a 3 = 25 ;40 

ao = 32;53,20 a& = 34;20. 

The fact that the fourth version with the three pre¬ 
ceding ones belongs obviously to Vettius Valens, 11 though 
incorporated into the work of an anonymous, disproves 
Kroll’s hypothesis 12 of an origin from the collection of 
horoscopes by Antigonus of Nicaea. 

* Cf. Gundel, 11T p. 202 and p. 217 f. 

10 Example No. 20 on p. 180. 

11 The same holds for the preceding horoscope (No. L 122, XII, 
second version). 

12 CCAG 2, p. 168 note 1. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: Xo. L 120,11 


No. L 120,11 

Vettius Valens 11,30 (p. 101,22 to 33), IV,11 (p. 174,8 
to 15), V,9 (p. 223,1 to 33), and 
VII,5 (p. 287,1 to 10) 

TRANSLATION 

First Version (11,30, p. 101,22-33 ) 

The title oi this section is “ on the predecease of the 
parents according to an example.” The first paragraph 
describes a method for the prediction oí an earlier death 
of father or inother on the basis of the relation between 
sun, moon. Saturn, and Venus. A short “ alternate 
method ” considers the “ Lots ” of father and inother. 
Thereafter we read again: 

“ Alternate (method). Take the days from the rising 
of Sirius to the day of birth; divide the total by 12 1 
and coiint the remainder one by one beginning from the 
(longitude of the) moon. If it falis in a male sign the 
father will die earlier, if in a female, the mother. In 
the present 2 nativity on Mekheir (VI) 13 there are 203 
days 3 from Epiphi (XI) 25 4 to the 13th (of Mekheir). 
Subtract 16 times 12 and the remainder is 11. Counting 
this from the moon in TT it fell in Trç. a female sign. 
But Mars was there too. Therefore, the earlier death 
referred to the mother. 

{Alternate (method)}. 5 6 For example let the nativity 
be: Sun (and) Mercury in Aquarius, moon in Scorpio, 
Saturn in Câncer, Júpiter in Libra, Venus in Capricorn, 
Mars and Horoscopos in Virgo. ...” 0 

Second Version (IV,11, p. 174,8-15 = CCAG 5,2 

' p. 88,27-34) 

[Following the enumeration of all positions as in the 
first version]: We investigate the year 35. 7 I subtracted 
twice twelve, which is 24, remainder 11. Then we count 
the 11 (signs) from whatever star to whatever star it 
overtakes. 8 We then find the 11 signs from the Horo- 

1 Literally: subtract multiples of 12. 

2 Kroll remarks there “ the scribe was asleep when he copiecl 
this from his source.” Actually, however, Kroll was asleep when 
he did not recognize that the example referred to follows right 
after the explanation. 

8 Kroll complains that the computation mixes Alexandrian with 
Egyptian dates; actually both dates use the Alexandrian calendar. 

4 Kroll wrote 20, relcgating the correct number 25, which is 
given by S, to the apparatus. Epiphi 25 (=July 19) as date 
of the rising of Sirius is also attested by Hephaestion XXIII 

(p. 91,31 Engelbrecht) and by the Dcmotic P. Cairo 31222 (cf. 
Hughes [1] p. 257b). July 20 is assumed in CCAG 6, p. 154,.30 
(Antiochus) and in the Geoponica (cf. Bidez-Cumont, Magcs 
hellénisés, II p. 179,7). 

6 This heading should have been omitted. 

• The final sentences give additional reasons for the earlier 
death of the mother. 

7 For the reason cf. the 4th version. 

8 The procedure is simply this: reduce the given number of 

years modulo 12. The resulting number (here 11) is then con- 

sidered as a number of signs and we look for all pairs of planets 

which are so many signs distant from each other. 


scopos and Mars (in ri])) to Saturn in Câncer, and 
again from the moon (in Tí[) to Mars (in TTJ2 ), and 
from Venus (in V3) to the moon (in TH.). All these 
yieldings are eftective in the 35th year. . . . 

Tliird Version (V,9 />. 223,1-33) 
fSamc positions as beíore. 9 Then follows a count 
which begins: ] “ there will be from Mars and Horo¬ 
scopos (in rrç) two (signs) to Júpiter (in = 2 =), and from 
Júpiter (in = 2 =) to the moon (in TTp) two, and from 
Venus (in V3) to Mercury and sun (in £?) two. (Add) 
2 to 4, to 6, to 8. to 10 together ” and this process is 
similarly continued for all distances up to 12 ending 
with the total 12 -f- 24 -4- 36 -f- 48 -f- 60. “ And one will 
find the number by addition as far as one wishes.” 

Fourth ]'crsion (VII,5, p. 287,1-10) 

[ Same arrangement as in first and second version; 
followed by] “ Clima 7. In the 35th year he had a 
criticai period, because the period of Mars (in TTg, the 
Horoscopos) was operative: 15 years and 20 for Virgo, 10 * 
makes 35; but also the 8 of Venus (in V3) and the 
rising time 27 of Capricorn makes 35. And again 30 
for Saturn (in 25) opposite (to 9 ) and 32;30 for 
Câncer and 8 of Venus makes 70 (years) and 6 months, 
the half of which makes 35 (years) 3 months. Besides 
also Júpiter (in = 2 =) and Saturn (in 25) shared the 
period. for Libra 42 (years) 6 months, for Câncer 27 
(years) 6 months makes 70, of which the half is 35.” 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 21 

The positions given in these four versions lead to the 
date of 120 February 8: 
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This result is confirmed by an example 12 using the 
above configuration but now giving explicitly its date 
as Hadrian 4 Mekheir (VI) 13 which is the exact 
equivalent of 120 February 8. 13 In V,7 (p. 215,30 to 
p. 216,6) we read: 

“ For example let it be year 4 of Hadrian, Mekheir 
13, first hour of night, to investigate (the situation) for 

* But mentioning Mars beíore Venus. 

10 Virgo is a house of Mercury, whose period is 20. 

11 Saturn is retrograde, entering X from 25- 

12 This is No. 26 in the table on p. 180. 

18 This can be sp«*n. p?., by using Schram’s tahlps 
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the 20th ycar of Antoninus, Phaophi 10. 14 They (thc 
clays froni Mekheir 13 to Phaophi 10) are 243 15 and 
make altogether 432. 10 I subtract 360, remainder 72. 
These I count from the Horoscopos (in) Virgo; it falis 
in Leo. 17 (Thus) the day (under investigation is) in 
apoklima (in íl). The ruler (of Sl, the sun) was 
according to the nativity in opposition to the day (under 
investigation) for the sun at the time of birth was in 
Aquarius, and the one entering into (chronocratorship) 18 
was Mars, and the moon in Capricorn was not in aspect.” 

All data agree with thc previous versions, except the 
last, according to which the moon was in V3. But for 
the given date the moon was in rq and Venus was in VS. 

The same day, Mekheir (VI) 13= 120 February 8 
is quoted in three other examples. 19 In 1,5 (p. 20, 9 ff.) 
we are given the positions of sun and moon as £? 22 and 
Tq 7 respectively; in 1,10 (p. 26,21 f.) the hour is given 
as the first hour of night; in 1.20 (p 36,15 ff.) the posi¬ 
tions of Venus and Mercury are computed according to 
an approximate method, leading to V5 16 and 25 
respectively, whereas one should expect ahout V3 29 and 

22 . 

In the fourth version one can observe some confusion 
in the text. According to it we should have for the 
7th( !) clima the rising times: 

a 4 = 32:30 or 27 ;30(!) 
a- = 42 ;30 a 10 = 27. 

The only correct figure is a , 0 = 27 for clima 7, System A. 
All the other numbers are taken from different places 
of the schemes of rising times: 

32;30 = a 4 clima 1, System B 

42 ;30 = a : clima 6, System B 

27;30 = a IO clima 1, System B. 

It is difficult to see how these figures could get into the 
text. 

For related horoscojjes of the fourth version cf. No. 
L 102.XII. 14 and especially No. L 133. 


14 That is 156 Octobcr 7 or in the 36th year of the person in 
question. In the second and fourth version the 35th year is 
considered criticai. 

,3 Actually 242 only (at least for an ordinary year). 'i lius 
one has to count both end points (or to assume a leap year). 

10 According to the rulc which is stated at the beginning of 
this chapter (V,7) one has to multiply the number of years (in 
our case 36) by 51 and add the result (herc 189) to the number 
of days (here 243 + 189 = 432). This is obviously equivalent 
to saying: determine the number of days between the two ex¬ 
tremai dates and reduce the result modulo 360. In this way the 
remainder for each year is 51 days. 

17 Counting in the order of the signs, beginning with 1:5 = 1, 
to 72, each unit representing one zodiacal sign, one ends in 
because 72 = 0 mod. 12. 

18 For the concept of iiréupaots “enter into (chronocrator¬ 
ship)” see Vettius Valens IV,2 (p. 159,2), VI,4 (p. 251,8 ff.), 
and p. 182,15. 

10 Nos. 23 to 25 in the list 011 p. 180. 


No. L 120,V 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,18 to 21 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Venus in Taurus, moon in Aries. Saturn 
in Câncer, Júpiter [in Libra], Mars in Virgo, Mercury 
in Gemini, Horoscopos in Sagittarius. In the 36th year 
he had disputes and (legal) affairs on account of his 
wife and hostility of friends. 

COM MENTARV 

Diagram: pl. 21 

For 120 May 12 one finds complete agreement if one 
assumes omission of the position for Júpiter. Otherwise 
no plausible date can be assigned to this horoscope. 
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For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.4. 


No. L 120,IX 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 290,6 to 14 

TRANSLATION 

For example let sun. Júpiter (and) Mercury be in 
Libra, moon in Taurus, Saturn in Câncer, Mars in 
Sagittarius, Venus (and) Horoscopos in Scorpio, clima 
2. This person in the course of the 40th year was con- 
demned to exile. The 40 years were indicated by the 
dominant aspcct (quartile) of Saturn (in fZ) to Libra: 
32 degrees of Câncer 1 and 8 of Libra, 2 making 40. And 
the diameter from moon (in 8) to Venus (in Tq): 
of Taurus 25, 3 of Scorpio 15, 4 making 40. Thus the 
forecast was effective by a female (person) and prospect 
of profit. And the approaching contact of the moon with 
Mars: 5 of moon 25 and of Mars 15, making 40. 


1 The rising time of Câncer is cu = 32° for clima 2, System A. 
3 Libra is a house of Venus, whose period is 8 . 

3 The moon (period 25) is in 8 . 

4 Scorpio is a house of Mars, whose period is 15. 

6 As is explained by Vettius Valens (p. 290,20) this means 
that the moon ( 8 ) is in contact with the diameter of Mars 

(X-J). 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 120,IX —No. L 121 


COM MENTÀRY 

Diagram: pl. 21 
For 120 September 28 \ve ha ve 
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As rising times occur 

a* = 33 a w = 27 

both correct for clima 2 and System B. This is in agree- 
ment vvith the fact that also No. 114,IX quotes a value 
from System B. 

Related horoscopes are listed with No. L 74.XI. 

No. L 121 

Vettius Valens V,l, p. 210,8 to 17 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.14. 


No. L 120,XII 

Vettius Valens VII,2 p. 267,28 to 268,4 

TRANSLATION 

As for example: sun, moon (and) Mercury in Sagit- 
tarius, Saturn in Câncer, Júpiter (and) Horoscopos in 
Scorpio, Mars in Capricorn, Venus in Aquarius, Lot of 
Fortune in Scorpio; 1 second clima. In the 33rd year 
he was exiled. for the rising time of the sign in which 
Saturn was (Eõ). being in opposition to Mars. and the 
sextile position of the moon (in j 1 ) to Venus (in 2 T) 
indicated [treachery] by a female person at 33 years. 2 
And in the 27th year he was in danger because of 
Capricorn and in the 30th year and in the 40th year 
bodily illness of eyes and feet ; for the period of Câncer 
(is) 25 3 and of Mars, in opposition (to Eõ), 15. And 
until the 42nd year the period of Mars (15) and the 
rising time of Capricorn (27) were operative, in which 
there were many causes (of trouble). 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 21 

The date of this horoscope is 120 December 8, six 
years later than the horoscope No. L 114,IX of an older 
brother. 


Text 



Computed 
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1 Sun and moon being in conjunction bring the Lot of Fortune 
in the same sign as the Horoscopos. 

2 The rising time of Hõ and is in both cases 33. for clima 2 
and System B. 

3 The period of the moon hecausc Eõ is the house of the moon. 


TRANSLATION 

For example let sun (and) Júpiter be in Scorpio, 
moon, Mercury, Venus (and) Horoscopos in Libra, 
Saturn in Leo, Mars in Capricorn. Both the maleficent 
(stars) were in sextile to sun and moon (respectively). 
If then the luminaries had happened to be without the 
company of beneficent (stars) it would have indicated 
confinement; but now the scheme was most promising 
and honorable. This man at 35 years happened to be a 
soldier, and he began among prisoners and in prison, 
and was loved by a woman in the prison through whom 
he got out of a troublesome accusation, and he made his 
way out and escaped the danger; and at the same time 
he captured and bound a runaway slave. 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 22 

a.d. 121 is the earliest date, within historical possi- 
hilities, such that Saturn is in a, Júpiter in n\. These 
conditions are also satisfied in a.d. 180. 239, and 298 
but in all three cases Mercury and Mars do not occupy 
the positions given in the text. For 121 October 27 one 
obtains 
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Tinis we find good agreement except for Mars. Because 
for a horoscope from Vettius Valens the later dates are 
excluded (except, perhaps 180) one must assume that 
the position of Mars is mistakenly given as Capricorn, 
instead of Virgo, probably on the basis of a misreading 
of the two symbols, which look often very similar (cf. 
fig. 1 p. 1). 
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No. L 122,1,22 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,22 to 31 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Yenus in Aquarius, moon (and) Júpiter 
in Sagittarius, Saturn in Leo, Mercury in Capricorn, 
Mars (and ) Iloroscopos in Libra. In the 35th ycar 
lie was in danger of being imprisoned for sedition and 
violence; for the moon had sextile schemc to Mars and 
Mars itself having taken over from it (the moon) and 
handed over to Saturn. 1 These successions caused hard- 
sliip and disturbances. But Jupiter was strong, happening 
to be in company with the moon (in ?) and taking 
over from sun and Yenus (in ^r) the same year, which 
were located in the (Sth) locus concerned with friend- 
ship. It (Júpiter) then happening to be in the (3rd) 
locus concerned with travei, portended travei, which was 
voluntary but risky, and help and cooperation of friends. 

COM MENTARV 

Diagram: pl. 22 

One obtains perfect agreement for 122 January 22: 
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For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.4. 

No. L 122,1,30 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 287,24 to 29 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Aquarius. moon in Aries, Saturn in Leo, Júpi¬ 
ter in Sagittarius, Mars in Libra, Venus (and) Mercury 
in Capricorn. Horoscopos in Pisces, clima 6. In the 33rd 
year he had a crisis. Of moon (in T ) 25 and of Libra 
8 1 makes 33. And of Saturn (in «Sb) 30 and of sun 
(in ^r) 19 makes 49, two-thirds of which is 32 (years) 
8 months. And also the rising time of Sagittarius was 
operative, Júpiter being located there, that is 33. 2 

1 Because 35 = 11 mocl. 12 all such pairs of zodiacal signs arc 
investigated where the second sign is No. 11, counting the first 
one as No. 1. Such pairs form the configuration of Sextile. 

No. L 122,1,30 

1 Libra is a house of Venus whose period is 8. 

2 The rising time of Sagittarius is a, = 33 only in clima 7(1), 

System A. or in clima 2(!), System B. Exactly the same error 

occurs in No. L 162. 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 22 
For 122 January .30 one finds 
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Related horoscopes are listed with No. L 102 NII 14 
and particularly in No. L 133. 

No. L 122,VI,12 

Vettius Valens VII,4 p. 275,12 to 27 

TRANSLATION 

For example let sun (and) Mercury be in Gemini, 
moon in Aquarius, Saturn (and) Venus in Leo, Júpiter 
in Sagittarius, [Mars (and)] Horoscopos in Libra, 
clima 1. Suppose we investigate the 42nd year. I took 
the rising time of Libra 38;20,' which is 38 years 4 
months and again the equal number of months (i.e.) 38, 
which are 3 years 2 months, making altogether 41 years 
6 months. In this ycar fleeing from battle and falling 
from his horse as the enemy approached, and manykilled 
and he himself wounded, he was mixed up with the rest 
of the fallen and, thought to be dead, escaped the danger 
and remained in the enemv*s country until the 44th year, 
leading the campaign. Then I added to the previous 
years the 8 months of Yenus on account of Libra 2 and 
15 months of Mars, located there. Besides, the diameter 
of Saturn (in a) and moon (in -£?) was operative at 
that time: rising time of Leo 35 (years) 3 and of Saturn 
57 4 months, and of Yenus 8 months, and of moon 25 
months and of Leo 19 months, 5 makes altogether 44 
years 1 month. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 22 

The data of the text are satisfied for 122 June 12: 

Text Computed 

O] ^ X 19 

e ( x x 17 

d 16 

1 Correct for clima 1, System A. 

2 Libra is the house of Venus. 

3 Correct for clima 1, System A. 

* Saturn’s “ maximum period.” 

5 Leo, as the house of the sun, obtains the latters period 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 122,VI,12 — No. L 122,XII 


Text Computed 


* t 


<n 2 

Hl 2 

u 


y 24 

o* / 

Hf 


^ 21 

about 2 p.m. 


The battle in question took place 41 years 6 months 
later, thus at the end of a. o. 163, or in the beginning of 
164. This could be the campaign conducted by Avidius 
Cassius against the Parthians, which ended in 166, 
again in agreement with our horoscope. 0 

No. L 122,VI,30 

Vettius Valens VII,3 p. 274,4 to 13 
= CCAG 5,2 p. 45,16 to 24 

TRANSLATION 

The stars share with each other when favorably lo- 
cated and of (the same, diumal) sect. As: sun (and) 
Mercury in Câncer, moon (and) Mars in Libra. Saturn 
(and) Venus in Leo. Júpiter in Sagittarius, Horoscopos 
in Capricorn, clima 6, the Lot of Fortune in Sagittarius. 1 
Júpiter, ruler of this, 2 was located in the Lot (of For¬ 
tune). It allotted the rising time of Sagittarius, 33 
years, 3 and its own period, 12 years. making 45 years. 
Saturn, being in trine to this (locus) allotted 57 months 
of its own period, 4 making (a total of) nearly 50 years; 
in this (year) he died. And ií one reckons also the 
months of the rising of Leo, 38/ and of the sun 19 
months, it will total the same number of months. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 22 
For 122 June 30 one finds 

Text Computed 


Oi 
e f 

EH 

EH 

EH 

6 

18 

<r / 



17 

6 ) 


=a= 

26 

h 1 


HL 

3 

9 f 

Sl 

21 

U 


* 

22 

H 

V3 

about 

sunset 


0 Cf. RE 11,2 col. 2379 f. 

No. L 122, VI, 30 

1 Cf. the Commentary. 

2 A house of Júpiter is j*. 

3 For Sagittarius a. = 33 holds only for clima 2( !) in System 
B, or clima 7(!) in System A. 

* The large period of Saturn. 

0 For Leo o ; = 38 only for clima 5( !) (both Systems) 


The Lot of Fortune is located in & whereas we obtain 
from 

An ± (Aí —Ao) = Y3 zt 3 S 

T or =£= and not . The planetary positions excludc 
a change in the solar position by two signs; thus the 
positions of the moon and the Horoscopos (or both) 
are suspect. The moon’s association with Mars makes 
an emendation at this place very implausible. Thus the 
only correction possible is H in X or rrç> which makes 
the hour about 10 p.m. or 10 a.m. without altering the 
planetary positions. The lunar positions would remain 
essentially the same (altout 19 or =^= 13 respectively). 
A confusion between the symbols of V5 and TIJ can 
easily happen (c/., e.g., No. L 121 and fig. 1 p. 1). 

The other examples in this chapter, VII,3, are: 

p. 273,10-22 173 Febr. 3 

23-32 159 July 18 

p. 273,33-p. 274,3 162 Febr. 9 

AU were also published in CCAG 5.2 p. 44.26 to p. 45,24. 

No. L 122,XII 

Vettius Valens VII,2 p. 268,16 to 28 
and CCAG 2, p. 168,4 to 23 

TRANSLATION 

First Vcrsion (Vettius Valens VI 1,2) 

Sun, Mercury (and) Horoscopos in Sagittarius, moon 
in Câncer, Saturn in Leo. Júpiter in Capricorn, Mars 
in Aquarius, Venus in Scorpio, Clima 2. In the 34th 
year, death of wife (because of) the 19 of Leo (place 
of í> ) and the 15 of Scorpio 1 (place of Venus) or of 
Mars itself (with period 15). Both the maleficent stars 
hemmed in Venus. And in the 36th year by reason of 
the death of his wife being supposedly plotted, he was to 
go on trial, accused at the royal (court), but he fled. 
For the 36 years are the rising time of Leo and like- 
wise of Scorpio, where Venus happened to be in inferior 
aspect 2 to Saturn. But the (next) period of time was 
to become more kindly in the 37th year, (because) of 
Júpiter (in YS) 12 and of moon (in EH), diametrically 
opposite, 25. Many other (facts) were significant for 
past and future but I have thought it necessary to set 
forth (only) those which I myself knew more exactly 
and which I happened upon. 

Sccond Vcrsion ( CCAG 2 />. 16S,4 ff.) 

Let the nativity be in clima 2. Sun. [ Mercury.] 3 (and) 
Horoscopos in Sagittarius, moon in Câncer, Saturn in 

1 Leo, the house of the sun. takes the period 19 of the sun and 
similarly Scorpio, a house of Mars, its period 15. 

2 Quartile. 

* CCAG 2, p. 168.5 gives Taurus (confusion of symbols in the 
14th century codex?) which is obviously wrong, if Venus is in 
Scorpio. 



LI TER AR Y SOURCES: No. L 122,XII —No. L 123,1 
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Leo, Júpiter in Capricorn, Mars [in Aquarius], 4 Venus 
in Scorpio. In the 34th year there occured the death 
of his wife; for the quartile of Saturn (in 5b) and 
Vénus (in TT\), Saturn in dominant aspect as in this 
case, brings troubles and griefs because of woinen. But 
tbe time was propitious; for of Leo 19, 1 in which (sign) 
Saturn was, and of Scorpio, wbere Venus (was), 15 ; J 
altogether 34. For the periods wcre taken from tbe 
stars ruling Leo (O) and Scorpio ( & ). But wben 
(tbe periods were taken from) tbe rising times: in tbe 
36th year he was about to be tried on accusation of 
baving plotted his wife’s deatb, but be escaped; for 
Saturn in dominant aspect to Venus causes reverses and 
sorrows because of female persons. [After similar argu- 
mentsj : and in tbe 37th year be enjoyed even greater 
kindness because of the diametrical aspect of moon (in 
£õ) and Júpiter (in V3) : moon 25 and Júpiter 12; 
altogether 37. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 22 

Tbe date of this horoscope is 122 December 4 witb 
tbe following positions: 


Text 

Computed 

Ol 


^ 12 

9 

► ? 

* 24 

H 


sunrise 

d 

£5 

£5 19 

h 

5b 

a 17 

U 


V8 4 

6 

/*•"* 

AAA» Q 

9 

"1 

^ 25(! 


Venus is morning star in greatest elongation. The 
rising times a- 0 = <z R = 36 are correct for clima 2 in 
both systems. 

Tbe first version belongs to a group of boroscopes of 
wbicb No. L74.XI is tbe oldest one. Tbe second version 
is preserved in an anonymous De- Planctis. Tbe horo¬ 
scope immediately following, No. L 118, is preserved in 
several versions: in a second version in Vettius Valens 
VII,2, in tbe fourth version in Dc Planctis. 

No. L 123,1 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 231,5 to 31 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Júpiter in Capricorn, moon (and) Saturn 
in Leo, Mars in Pisces, Venus (and) Horoscopos in 
Scorpio. Mercury in Sagittarius. Tbe responsible places 1 
were Pisces and Scorpio, in Scorpio Venus, in Pisces 
Mars. He was a dancer and in bis 25th year, he was 

* Omitted, cf. first version. 

No. L 123,1 

1 Cf. for this concept Vettius Valens V.l. 


put in confinement in the course of a public riot but be 
was defended before tbe governor and released through 
tbe belp of friends and tbe entrcaty of tbe crowd and 
became more esteemed. For the paradosis of tbe year 
was from Saturn and moon (in 5b) to Mars and tbe 
responsible place (X), and from Júpiter and sun in 
VS) in tbe (3rd) locus, concerned witb property, to 
Saturn and moon (in 5b) in Midheaven and tbe (lOth) 
locus of activity. And besides it indicates according to 
tbe division by 4 or that by 8 from Saturn and moon 
(in 5b) to Venus and Horoscopos (in TT() that there 
would be tbe riot and quarrelsomeness and rivalry 
through tbe affair, and (so does tbe paradosis) from 
Mercury to Mars and tbe responsible place. Therefore, 
all the stars were operative in the 2[5]th year. The na- 
tivity was precarious as regards loss of reputation and 
condemnation and danger of life. But Venus beingfound 
in tbe Horoscopos (Tl\) and in the responsible sign and 
Júpiter with tbe sun (in V3), it (the nativity) had tbe 
best imaginable outcome and was successful in action. 
For the Lot of Fortune was in Aries 2 and tbe ruler 
of tbe exaltation of tbe nativity (5b), 3 tbe sun, was 
found in Midheaven (\tf) with respect to the Lot (of 
Fortune in T ) and Mars (in X) with respect to the 
Daimon ( X ). Later, in the 32nd year he was deprived 
of honor and reputation and livelihood, and lived un- 
honored. because tbe Lot (of Fortune) happened to be 
in apoklima and Saturn being in Midheaven (in 5b) by 
sect 4 was in opposition to tbe (11 th) locus of accom- 
plishment 5 in Aquarius, bis own house. Wherefore he 
was to blame for his own fali, baving become a braggart 
and pretender. For the ruler of the Daimon ( X) and 
tbe place of intellect, 0 Mercury (in y 4 ), was in oppo¬ 
sition to itself, that is Gemini. 7 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 23 

\Ye find as date of this horoscope 123 January 3: 


Text 

Computed 

O / 

VS 

V3 

12 

u S 

V8 

10 

d \ 

o 

5b 

19 

*? \ 

ot 

Sl 

16 

5 

X 

X 

1 

9 t 

rn 

TTl 

26 

H f 

n l 

about 

2 A.M. 

9 



17 


For rclated boroscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.4. 

2 From Ar = Xh — (X<ç — Xq) = Tlt + 5* = T. 

3 For a night birth: S from the moon lias the same distance 
as Sl from H = flb 

4 That is the actual M, not with respect to the Lot of For¬ 
tune ( ?) 

0 With reference to the Lot of Fortune (T). 

8 Cf. Vettius Valens 11,15 (p. 69, 15). 

7 We observe here an interestimr tyne of actrologica! argu- 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 123,VII — No. L 124 


No. L 123,VII 

Vettius Valens 11,41 p. 128,31 to 37 

TRANSLATION 

For example lct sun, Mars, (and) Venus be in 
Câncer, Saturn (and) Mercury in Leo. Júpiter in 
Aquarius, the moon in Pisces, the Horoscopos in Scor- 
pio. The Lot of Fortune in Leo, the Locus of Death 
in Pisces; the moon was (also) there, and Saturn was 
at the Lot (of Fortune, in Leo, vvhose) ruler, the sun. 
was with Mars in Câncer, a wet sign. 1 This person died 
in the bath, choked (to death) in water. Mars (in 25) 
was in opposition to the full moon (in Capricorn) and 
Saturn the ruler (of the full moon in Capricorn 2 ), was 
turning away. 3 Therefore the violent death. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 23 

This horoscope belongs to the same group as No. 
L65,V. Its date is 123 July 2: 

Text Computed 


Ol 



£5 

8 

* 

► 

25 

25 

5 

5 J 



25 

4 

b i 

* 

a 

a 

16 

9 l 

í 

a 

3 

U 


AW 

/vW 

A/W 

0 

d 


X 

X 

19 

H 


Hl 

about 3 p 


The Lot of Fortune fell in a only if the Horoscopos 
was located in the last third of TTL (hence the hour was 
about 3 p.m.) : 

Ap = àh -f- (A([ — Aq) = TT 25 -|- 8 S 11 ° = (Sb 6. 

The ordinary counting would lead to 25. The 8th sign 
from Leo is X, the Locus of Death. The nearest full 
moon, about 6 days earlier occurred in V3, whose ruler. 
Saturn in 51,, was 5 signs away, thus not in aspect. 

No. L 124 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 280,34 to p. 281,20 

TRANSLATION 

For example let sun (and) moon be in Leo, Saturn 
in Virgo, Júpiter in Pisces, Mars in Sagittarius, Venus 
in Gemini, Mercury in Câncer, Horoscopos in Libra, 

mentation : in spite of a strictly deterministic attitude the victim 
is given responsibility for his own downfall. This is reminiscent 
of “je me laisse surprendre par ce que jai prévu.” 

No. L 123,VII 

1 Cf. Vettius Valens p. 8, 25/26 and 32. 

5 Capricorn is a house of Saturn. 

3 Cf. Introductiuii p. 13. 


clima 7. In the 37th year, on account of his wiíe, 
through whom lie expected great profit, he had to stand 
a suit about inheritance and was worsted at the king’s 
(court) ; however the time was not altogether injurious 
to him though (at the end) disappointing to his hope. 
The 37 years then were indicated by the triangular 
aspect of moon to Mars (in Z), of moon 25, of Sagit¬ 
tarius 12, 1 making 37. And (the triangular aspect) of 
Júpiter to Mercury: of Júpiter 12, of Câncer 25. 2 In- 
vestigating as we have explained. we find the opposition 
of Mars and Venus thus operative for the 7th clima, as 
is also the side of the square of Saturn (in TT$): for 
Gemini 27 3 and of Venus (in X) 8, and of Virgo 20, 4 
making 55, two-thirds of which is 36 (years) 8 months. 
And Pisces indicated the same (number) . 5 But the male- 
ficent (stars) were powerful. Since Venus was ruler of 
the Lot (of Fortune), 6 he had won the same suit in 
the 35th year but the (case) being appealed he was 
worsted (later on, in the 37th year). For the 35 indi¬ 
cated good (luck) : of the rising time of Pisces (lí ) 
15 7 and for Gemini ( 9 ) 20; 8 and again of Gemini 27 3 
and of Venus 8, making 35; and again of Gemini 
20 8 and of Mars 15, making 35; and again of Virgo 
( b ) 20 4 and of Mars 15, making 35. Thus both the 
beneficent and the maleficent (stars) were operative, 
and according as they were in bicorporeal signs he will 
often be in need. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 23 
For 124 July 29 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

©t „ 

a 4 

d [' òT 

a 14 

v n 

a 29(!) 

U X 

X 7 

s z 

Z 26 

9 X 

X 18 

9 25 

25 21 

H 

about 10 a.m. 


For generally related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XI 1,14. 
The other part of the story, derived from the horoscope 
of the wife, is found in No. L 134,VI: she was 10 years 
younger than her husband, but both were born in the 
7th clima. The year of the first law suit was a.d. 159, 
that of the appcal 161. 

1 A house of Júpiter is Z which thus allots its period, 12. 

2 Câncer is the house of the moon whose period is 25. 

3 For clima 7 we have a 3 = 27 in System A. 

4 Virgo is a house of Mercury whose period is 20. 

" Probably 20 for Mercury + 8 for Venus + 12 for Júpiter 
(in X) + 15 for the rising time of X = 55. 

0 Because sun and moon are in the same sign Ar = H = =£= 
and ^ is a house of Venus. 

7 Correct for clima 7, System A. 

' Gemini is a house of Mercury whose period is 20. 
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No. L 127,VII 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 287,17 to 23 

TRANSLATION 

Sun. Mercury (and) Vénus in Câncer, moon in Aries, 
Júpiter (and) Horoscopos in Gemini, Saturn in Libra, 
Mars in Leo, clima 1. In the 27th (year) he had a 
crisis. Of the sun 19 and of Libra 1 8, making 27; 
further also of Gemini 28 (years) 4 months, 2 and of 
Júpiter (in X) 12, making 40 (years) 4 months, two- 
tbirds of whicb is approximately 27. s And again of Leo 
19 4 and of Câncer 31 (years) 8 months, 5 of Saturn 30 
making 80 (years) 8 months, the third of which is 
approximately 27. 

COM MENTARV 


If this encounter (with Mars) had not occurred lie 
would ha ve lived the years of Venus, 84. 

COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 23 
For 127 November 23 one obtains 


Text 

Computed 

Text — comp 

O 

y 12;16 

y 0 

+ [2J 

d 

* 17:24 

y 19 

— 1 ;30 

h 

« 

^ 11:33 

14 

— 2 ;30 

u 

X 19:11 

X 22 

— 3 

6 

TT 4:20 

H. 4 

+ 0;30 

9 

=£= 26 

22 

+ 4 

9 

ni 27 

* 6(!) 


II 

=£= 20 

about 3 a . m . 



Diagram: pl. 23 


For the date one obtains 

127 July 18 from 

Text 

Computed 

O' 


S 23 

9 


SS 27 (1 

9 J 


12 16 

í 

T 

T 12 

UI _ 

X 12 

H j 

• X 

about 4 a.m. 

h 

c 

=-= 

=£_ 2 

ê 

a 

a 9 


Probably one lias to emend the number for the longitude 
of the sun by deleting the initial i = 10. The deviations 
for the moon, Saturn, and Júpiter are numerically small 
but do not show the expected sign. This is still worse 
for Mercury. Yet there is no other date possible within 
historically admissible limits. 

The immediately preceding example is No. L 114.V. 

No. L 129 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 283,3 to 13 

TRANSLATION 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 133 and No. L 102, 
XII. 14. 

No. L 127,XI 

Vettius Valens 111,10 p. 147,23 to 30 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Sagittarius 12:16, moon in Sagittarius 17;24, 
Saturn in Libra 11;33, Júpiter in Gemini 19 ;11, Mars 
in Scorpio 4 ;20, Venus in Libra 26, Mercury in Scorpio 
27, Horoscopos in Libra 20. I took (the distance) 
from the degree of conjunction to that of the moon; 
it makes 5. 1 Thesc (counted) from the Horoscopos, 
it fell in Libra 25. The start (was) from there to the 
5 degrees of Mars in Scorpio. He died in the 12th year. 

1 Libra is a house of Venus whose pcriod is 8. 

2 The rising time of X is o.- = 28;20 in clima 1, System A. 

3 Text (or misprint?) 47. 

4 The sun's period, and Sl is the solar house. 

•' The rising time of 12 is a, = 31 ;40 in clima 1, System A. 

"According to the Stobart tables (Neugebauer [4] p. 227) 
Mercury would leave 12 on July 23: Stobart table E obv. III,5 
Hadrian 11 month 11 day 29= 127 July 23, 9 entering 12- 

No. L 127,XI 

1 This is obviously a correct estimate since theni(X)n in ? 17 ;24 
is only 5;8° distant from the sun in ? 12 ;16 or less than one 
half of the moons daily motion. Thus the conjunction happened 
close to ^ 12 or 5 o befnre y 17. 


Sun (and) Mercury in Capricorn, moon, Mars (and) 
Horoscopos in Taurus, Saturn in Scorpio, Júpiter in 
Câncer, Venus in Pisces, clima 6. In the 35th year he 
escaped from slavery and committed many thefts, and 
though undetected for a short time was caught in the 
same year. For both diameters (V3 — 12 and Tt\ — & ) 
were operative; they added up to 60 1 the half of which 
is 30; of Capricorn 28 2 and of Mercury (in V3) 20 and 
of Júpiter (in 5j) 12 making 60. the half of which is 
30. And of Saturn (in TT\.) 30 and of Mars (in 8 ) 15, 
two-thirds of which is 30. And of Câncer 25 3 and of 
Júpiter (in 12) 12 and of Venus (in X) in trine 8 
making 45, two-thirds of which is 30. It was fated then 
that,because of the beneficent (stars),he escaped danger 
for a short time and made himself comfortable with the 
thefts but fell hecause of the maleficent (stars). 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 23 

The date of this horoscope is 129 January 16: 

Text Computed 


1 For all climata and for all Systems the rising times of 12 
and VS and of 8 and TT total 60°. 

2 Only for clima 2(1), System A, oi 0 = 28. 

2 Câncer is the house of the moon whose neriod is 25 
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LITERARY SOURCES: Xo. L 129 —No. L 132 


Text 

Computed 

í ' 


8 11 

* 

- 8 

8 10 4 



about 2 p.m. 

b 

TTL 

=c= 29( !) 5 

U 


S 22 

9 

X 

X 7 


For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XI 1.14. 

According to the Stobart tables 0 Vcnus seems to be 
in from Hadrian 13 month 4 day 8 (= 128 December 
4) to month 8 day 10 7 (= 129 April 5). Actually. 
however, two lines were omitted whicb one may restore 
approxiniately as follovvs: 

5 16 X (=129 January 11) 

7 2 z? (=129 February 26). 

No. L 132 

Vettius Valens VI,5 1 p. 253,6 to p. 254,8 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 119,16 to p. 120,27) 

TRANSLATION 

Let us take as an example a nativity, so that we may 
explain the procedure more briefly. The moon in Pisces 
18 degrees, Venus in Aries, Júpiter in Libra, Saturn 
(and) Horoscopos in Sagittarius, Mars in the begin- 
ning of Aquarius, sun in Aquarius, 2 Mercury in Pisces; 
for in this way they are arranged one after the other. 8 
We investigate 52 years and of the 53rd (up to) Payni 
(X) 15. Since in this division days are treated [like 
degrees and hence] the (complete) circles as 360 days, 
but the years from birth as 365J, I took for the full 
years 52 times 5J, it makes 273 (days). And from 
Mekheir (VI) 12 4 to Payni (X) 15 makes 124 (days) ; 5 
altogether it makes 397 days. I subtracted one circle 
(of) 360, remainder 37 days. Then, as the nativity was 
nocturnal, the moon was chosen to be the starter of the 
periods (of life). and it was in Lower Midheaven. in a 

* Neugebauer [4] p. 227 column V line 10 restores incorrectly 
month 5 instead of month 6. The correct date for the entry of 
Mars into X is therefore Hadrian 13 month 6 day 11 = 129 
February 5. 

5 Stobart tablet E obv. V,3 gives for the entry of Saturn into 
TT\ the date Hadrian 13 month [5] day 11 = 129 January 6. 

0 Neugebauer [4J p. 227. 

7 Tablet E obv. V. 19/20. 

No. L 132 

1 Called VI,6 in CCAG 5,2 p. 118,8; cf. also CCAG 5,2 p. 8. 

= The text has the opposite arrangement: “ Mars in Aquarius, 
the sun in the beginning of Aquarius." Our emendation is re- 
quired by the order of enumeration by increasing longitude, and 
confirmed by computation. 

3 Following increasing longitude, beginning with the moon as 
“ starter ” because of night birth; cf. p. 252,2 f. 

4 This is the day of the horoscope, February 7; cf. the com- 
mentary. 

* Both ends included. 


female sign, in a triangle of (a star of) the same sect 0 
and in its own (domain). It (the moon) first took 10 
years 9 months 7 of the stated years. then, in direct 
order, Venus in Aries 10 years 9 months [and similarly 
Júpiter and Saturn, totalling so far 4 cycles or 43 years. 
The addition of one more cycle of 10 years 9 months 
for Mars would exceed the given total of 52 years 4 
months 2 days. Consequently, beginning with Mars, the 
single periods are now added up in the order of the 
horoscope, counted as months: Mars 15, sun 19, Mer¬ 
cury 20, moon 25, Venus 8, Júpiter 12. This brings us 
to a total of 51 years 3 months. The addition of the 
next period, 30 months for Saturn, would again exceed 
the given total. The remaining 667 days 8 are now 
divided in cycles of 10- 12 + 9 = 129 days, beginning 
with Saturn. After four such cycles we reach a re¬ 
mainder of 22 days for Venus. Then again the single 
periods. but counted as days: Venus 8, Júpiter 12, to be 
foliowed by a remainder of 2 days for Saturn. This 
brings the procedure to a close. The rest is devoted to 
explanations of events in the life of this person, corre- 
sponding to the passing of rulership according to the 
above-mentioned cycles.] 

COM M ENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 24 

The data of the horoscope are excellently satisfied by 
the positions found for 132 February 7: 

Text Computed Text—comp. 


<T 

X 18 

X 16 

9 

T 

T 3 

U 

=£= 

=*= 27 

} 

H( 

* 

* 2 

about 2 a.m 

á 

[beg. of] 

-- 79 

O 


2T 17 

S 

X 

X 3 10 


The text discusses an interval which begins with Mekheir 
(VI) 12. Though not explicitly stated it seems natural 
to consider this as the day of birth. Indeed (a.d. 132) 
February 7 = Mekheir 12. The date of investigation. 
Payni (X ) 15, 52 years later. is 184 June 9. 

n The triangle X ni is ruled by Venus and moon, both of 
which are of nocturnal sect. 

7 This is the total 129 of all planetary periods, counted as 
months. Cf. p. 11. 

*To complete the 52nd “ year " (of 360 days each) one needs 
270 days to which the previously computed correction of 397 
days is to be added. Result: 667 days. 

!> The Stobart tables give for the entry of Mars into rs the 
date Hadrian 16 month 6 day 4 = 132 January 30. (Neugebauer 
[41 p. 228, E rev. IV.20). 

10 Stobart E rev. V,14 gives month 6 day 8 = February 3 as 
date of entry of Mercury into X. 
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No. L 133 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 287,30 to p. 288,3 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury, Venus (and) moon in Taurus, Saturn 
in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Scorpio, Mars in Leo, Horo¬ 
scopos in Pisces, clima 2. In the 22nd year he had a 
crisis: of Leo 19 1 and of moon 25, making 44, half of 
which is 22. In addition, 36 of Scorpio 2 and 8 oí 
Taurus 3 are 44. the half of which is 2[2]. 

These six men on a voyage, with many others, en- 
countered a violent storm and, the rudder being lost, 
were in danger of death by drowning as the ship took 
in water. But by the draught of the blowing wind and 
the steersman’s management of the sails they escaped; 
and they encountered other dangers at the same time 
from a roving pirate (ship). 

COM MENTARV 

Diagram: pl. 24 

This is the last of a series of six horoscopes of six 
men whose common fate in the year 154 is under in- 
vestigation. This date results from adding the latest 
quoted year to the date of the horoscope 

114 (July 26) + 40th year = 153/154 
120 (Feb. 8) 4- 35th year = 154/155 
118 (Nov. 26) 4" middle of 36th year = 154 
127 (July 18) -f 27th year — 153/154 
122 (Jan. 30) -(- 32 years 8 months = 154 
133 (Apr. 24) -f- 22nd year = 154/155. 

The data of the last horoscope are 
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For other related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.14. 


No. L 134,VI 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p .281,24 to p. 282,2 


preceding horoscope 1 ) defeated (at court) was this: 
{Another:} 2 sun in Câncer; moon, Saturn (and) Júpi¬ 
ter in Sagittarius; Mars, Venus (and) Mercury in 
Gemini, Horoscopos in Capricorn, clima 7. In the 25th 
year she was destined to have the best of the affair. 
For the moon, being with Júpiter and Saturn (in ? ) 
indicated the 25 and likewise the sun in Câncer indicated 
the 25. 3 But the other stars were operative by associa- 
tion and opposition. Namely of Saturn 30 years and of 
Mercury at diameter (in X) 20 make 50, the half of 
which is 25. And again of Saturn 30 and of Mercury 
20 and of the moon 25 make 75, the third of which is 
25. Afterwards the affair carne to reversal and then 
being appealed in the 27th year the verdict was adverse. 
For operative was the rising time of Gemini (=27*) 
where the Lot (of Fortune was 5 ) with Mars and Mer¬ 
cury in it. And besides, of the moon (in ?) 25 and 
of Mars (in X) at diameter 15 make 40, of which two- 
thirds is 26 (years) 8 months. Here too 0 the stars 
happened to be in bicorporeal signs (X and ^). 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 24 

This horoscope is 10 years later than the horoscope 
of the husband (No. L 124) who was involved in the 
same law suit. For 134 June 23 we have 
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For other related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XII,14. 


No. L 134,XI 

Vettius Valens V,10, p. 227,27 to p. 228,14 

TRANSLATION 

And we will explain nativities by way of example for 
the quick understanding of those approaching the theory. 
As: sun, moon. Venus, Mercury (and) Horoscopos in 
Scorpio. Saturn in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Capricorn, 
Mars in Leo. In the 20th year the paradosis (takes 
place) from Júpiter in Capricorn to Mars in Leo via 


TRANSLATION * No. L 124. 

. . . . . , . -esc, r i ‘ The word “ another ” is customary in these series of examples 

And the nativity of the wife (of the owner of the and was added also here, out of context. 

3 Câncer is the house of the moon. 

4 Correct for clima 7, System A. 

5 From Ar = Xh + (Xç — Xq) = V3 4 5* = X- 
0 Cf. No. L 124 at the cnd. 


1 The period of the sun, whose house is Leo. 

3 The rising time a» for clima 2 in both systems. 
3 A house of Venus, whose period is 8. 
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8 (signs). 1 Hencc Júpiter gave ovcr to Mars from the 

3rd to the 10th sign (countecl from H), that is to Mid- 

heaven. A petition for honor to the king’s (court) was 

made but did not succeed for Júpiter giving over to 

Mars was grievous. Strong is also the distribution by 

4, that is from Mars (in a) to sun and moon and 

Horoscopos and Mercury and Venus (in TU). He was 

ill then in the 20th vear and fell from an animal and 

* 

was dragged so as almost to lose his eyesight. And 
íault and deception and penalty had to do with a female 
person, so that eacli of the stars had its own effect 
taking over from malcficent stars. 

And in the 23rd year Júpiter (in V3), in the locus oí 
the king—for the third and the ninth loeus from the 
Horoscopos indicate god and king—giving over to the 
luminaries and Venus and Horoscopos and Mercury (in 
TTp 2 ) provided by way of gifts a powerful colleague. 
Thus nothing is able to make a man possessed of the 
friendship of kings and great men if the periods (of 
life) work against it. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 24 

The date of this horoscope is 134 November 4: 
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For related horoscopos cf. No. L 102,XII,4. 

No. L 135,1 

Vettius Valens 11,14 p. 156,14 to 19 

TRANSLATION 

Sun in Aquarius, moon (and) Horoscopos in Yirgo, 
likewise also Mars; Saturn, Júpiter (and) Mercury in 
Capricorn. Venus in Pisces, the Lot of Fortune in 
Aquarius 1 in apoklima. The ruler ( 2 ) in (V5\ the 

5th locus) Agathos Daimon 3 according to division (of 


1 Because 20 = 8 mod. 12 one has to look for a pair of planets 
which are in the lst and 8th signs respectively, counting in the 
direction of the signs. 

2 Because 23 s 11 mod. 12. and TU is 11 signs ahead from V3, 
the place of Júpiter. 

No. L 135.1 

1 From Af = Xb — (X^ — Xq) = Tip + 5* = ~. 

2 A house of is rs. 

2 F.rror for Agathe Tyche (cf. also the preceding horoscope, 
Nu. L 75, wiiich coiuiuiUid íli». jdiiic error). 


periods) allotted its own 30 years and the same number 
of months, being in its own sign. 4 And Júpiter being 
with it in this (sign) had one year; 5 he died in the 
34th year. 6 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 24 

The date, 135 January 20, is fotind from 
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The preceding example is No. L 75. 

No. L 135,X 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 229,6 to 12 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Scorpio, moon (and) Mars in 
Sagittarius, Saturn in Capricorn. Júpiter in Aquarius, 
Venus in Virgo, Horoscopos in Taurus. As in the pre¬ 
ceding nativity 1 the son of the person was indicated in 
the interpretation, so from the present division (of 
periods) he reached the 22nd year (in agreement) with 
the íather’s (horoscope). 2 For Júpiter handed over to 
the sun, which indicates the father, and the handing over 
from Mars in (the 8th) Locus of Death to Venus 
was the cause of death. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 24 
For 135 October 27 one finds 
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4 Its house V5. 

s The period of Júpiter is 12 (years), counted here for 12 
months. 

® 30 years 4- 30 months + 12 months = 33 i years. 

No. L 135.X 

1 The horoscope No. L 107 (cf. p. 103). 

2 Cf. Coir.mentary. 
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The father’s horoscope lias the date a.d. 107 May 8, a 
date which falis in the year Augustus 137. The son’s 
horoscoi)e. a.d. 135 Oct. 27, falis in the year Augustus 
166; the 22nd year of the son is therefore Augustus 188 
which equals the 51 st year of the father. This is indeed 
the year in which the “ death of a child ” is reported in 
the fathcr’s horoscope (No. L 107). 

For other horoscopes in the saine chapter cj. No. 
L 102,XII,4. 

No. L 142 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 288,20 to p. 289,33 

TRANSLATION 

For example let sun, Saturn (and) Mercury be in 
Aries, moon (and) Júpiter in Leo, Mars in Taurus, 
Venus in Aquarius, Horoscopos in Virgo, clima 1. In 
the 18th year he went abroad with a distingui shed 
woman because of friendship and esteem and for further 
intimacy and erotic passion. For 25 years 1 were indi- 
cated by the rising time of Aquarius 2 where Venus was. 
And if it (Venus) alone had been operative, it would 
ha ve effected success quickly. But now Mars (in 8 ) 
also ruled the 25 because of the rising time of Taurus, 2 
and the period of the moon (in <SL 3 ) also carried the 
25, two-thirds of which is 16 (years) 8 months. If then 
the other aspects of the beneficent (stars) after the time 
mentioned had agreed, the hope would have been realized, 
but now the same (stars) were in power, for in the 
18th year the female person died and he himself failing 
of his hope returned home with little profit. For Júpiter 
(in ,n) had allotted 12 and Mars (in 8 ) in dominam 
aspect (quartile) to it 15, making 27 two-thirds of which 
is 18 years. Besides, of Leo 19 4 and Taurus 8 5 * make 
27, two-thirds of which is 18. 

In the 19th year he got help and gain but he had dis- 
agreements and mental troubles and enmities with rela- 
tives. For the 19 was indicated by Leo 4 with Júpiter 
and moon there, and besides, the sun itself being with 
Saturn in Aries indicated the 19. fi And again of Aqua¬ 
rius 30 7 and of Venus (in 2 T) 8 the half of which is 19. 

And in the 20th year because of a woman’s friendship 
he went abroad and looked forward to greater hopes and 
profits but then was disappointed because she died. For 
Mars indicated 15 and moon 25, making 40, half of 
which is 20. And besides. the rising time of Taurus 25 2 


1 This is a preliminary prediction ; the last actual informa tion 
in this horoscope concerns the 21st year. The upper limit for 
data in this chapter is a.d. 164/5; in our case we have 142 + 21 
= 163. Cf. also note 9. 

1 Correct for clima 1 in both Systems. 

3 Thus in opposition to $ in zz. 

4 Leo is the house of the sun whose period is 19. 

5 Taurus is a house of Venus whose period is 8. 

0 The period of the sun. 

7 A -juarius is a house of Saturn whose period is 30. 


and of Leo 35 2 make 60, the third of which is 20. And 
also Mercury in Aries with Saturn indicated the 20. 

Likewise in the 21 st year the same (stars) prevailed. 
Of Leo 19 4 and of Taurus 8, 5 of Mars (in 8 ) 15 make 
42, the half of which is 21. And the rising time of Aries 
21 (years) 8 months 8 and of Mercury (in T ) 20, make 
41 (years) 8 months the half of which is 20 years 10 
months. 

And in the 22nd year likewise the same (stars) pre¬ 
vailed. Of Leo 19 4 and of Taurus 25 2 make 44 the 

half of which is 22. The 23rd vear Venus and Mars: 

* 

Venus 8 Mars 15, make 23. 

Thus many times by broad and complete observations 
the stars secming to be in favorable configurations are 
indications of opposite things, being counteracted by the 
power of the period. 9 For instance the 21 st year was 
indicated by Leo 19 4 and of Júpiter, located there, 12, 
(making31) two-thirds of which is 20 (years) 8 months. 
Besides, the triangle (aspect) of Júpiter (in <!TL, period 
12) and sun (in T, period 19) indicated the same 
(31 = 12 -|- 19). Thus he had friendship with a promi- 
nent and royal person from whom he expected the right 
to wear the wreath and archpriesthood. And this would 
undoubtedly have happened if Mars had not been in 
dominant aspect and operative. And also Saturn being 
(in T) with the stars (O and Ç ) that provide a gift, 
inquiries and delays and expenditures and jealousies 
attended (him) ; and the obstacle to his expectation was 
not so niuch the triangle, which was that of Júpiter 
(ÍL & T), as Mars (in T) being in dominant aspect 
by sect. 10 Thus climacteric was illness and bloodshed 
and frustration of expectation, treachery of slaves, 
attacks, injuries, wants. Then later this person íared 
well and with an upward trend for the following period 
he was transferred to the influence simultaneously of 
the beneficent and maleficent (stars). There will be 
troubles, great expenses, or there will be independence 
resulting from preceding affairs or from some other 
income and the assistance of friends. 11 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 25 

The date of birth of this enterprising young man was 
142 March 25: 


* For clima 1 and System A we have correctly a, = 21 ;40°. 

B This seems to be the introduction to a renewed investigation 
of this horoscope whose first discussion included events of the 
18th and the 19th year with a general outlook until the year 23. 
Now we are told about events in the year 21 and probably 
shortly after, bringing us right up to the limit 142 + 22/23 = 164/5 
of this chapter. 

10 The nocturnal Mars is in the nocturnal sign 8, the diurnal 
Júpiter in the diurnal sign £\.. 

11 This is one of the rare cases of a prediction for the future. 
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For related horoscopcs cf. No. L 102.XII.14. 


No. L 152 

Vettius Valens IV,10, p. 170,15 to p. 171,3 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 85,17 to 40) 

TRANSLATION 

As for example, let sun (and) Mercury be in Capri- 
corn. Saturn (and) Júpiter in Leo, Mars (and) Vénus 
in Aquarius, moon in Gemini, Floroscopos in Leo, the 
Lot of Fortune in Pisces, 1 that of Daimon in Capricorn. 

Let the start be the (Lot of) Fortune in Pisces. To 
investigate Mesore 16 of the fourth year 2 including the 
additional 5 (days) of each year. Since for Pisces (the 
12th sign) the clivision by 12 leaves no remainder, 3 I 
gave to it 1 year, 4 then to Aries 1 year 3 months, 5 * to 
Taurus 8 months, 0 making (a total of) 2 years 11 
months. Then next it will give to Mercury 1 year 8 
months 7 8 up to the completion of four years and 7 
months, s but the nativity has not completed this period. 9 
So let Mercury be chronocrator, having already 8 
months and 15 days, making 255 days. 10 [This total is 
now distributed among the planets.] 


1 From Ar = *n — (*í — *q) == Sl + 7* = X- 

2 Since the date of the horoscope is 152 December 27, the 
fourth year, Mesore (XII) 16 corresponds to 156 August 11. 

3 This must be the meaning of the text which allows no literal 
translation. 

* Because 1 year = 12 months and X being a house of Júpiter, 
is represented by 12, the period of Júpiter. 

s Or 15 months, because T is a house of Mars whose period 
is 15. 

0 The period of Venus since 8 is a house of Venus. 

7 Or 20 months, 20 being the period of Mercury whose house 
is X 

8 The date of the horoscope is the night of December 27 
= Choiak 30 (IV)/Tybi (V) 1. From Tybi to Mesore (XII) 
are 7 months. On the other hand 2y. llm. 4- ly. 8m. = 4y. 7m. 

* Mesore (XII) of the 4th year is only 3 years 7 months later 
than Tybi (V) of the lst year. 

10 From Tybi (V) 1 to Mesore (XII) 16 elapsed 7 months 
15 days = 225 days. The 8 months 15 days = 255 days of the 
text are probably an error caused by having quoted the date of 
the horoscope in the form “Choiak (IV) 30 to Tybi (V) 1 
and then erroneously counting the 8 months from Choiak to 
Mesore. 


COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 25 

Complete agreement is reached for 152 December 27: 
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No. L 153 

Vettius Valens V,10 p. 230,11-13 

TRANSLATION 

Sun and Mars in Taurus, moon and Horoscopos in 
Aries. Saturn in Leo, Júpiter in Câncer, Venus in 
Pisces, Mercury in Gemini. In the 4th year death of 
the father occurred. 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 25 
For 153 May 8 one ohtains 
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For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102,XII,4. 

No. L 158 

Vettius Valens VII,5 p. 284,12 to p. 285,3 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Mercury (and) Venus in Leo, moon in Virgo, 
Saturn in Libra, Júpiter in Capricorn, Mars in Aries. 
Horoscopos in Câncer, clima 6. I interpreted from in- 
vestigation also these periods and since it was an infant 
I counted months instead of years. For at the end of 
the 8th month and during part of the 9th he was subject 
to convulsions lacking little of being dangerous. Libra 
indicated the 8th 1 (month), Saturn being located there; 
and in the middle of the 9th (month) the rising time of 
Aries 17 2 (indicated) up to the completion of 8 months 

1 Libra is a house of Venus whose period is 8. 

2 for clima 6 and System B. 
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and 15 days. The rising time of Capricorn was also 
operative tlius: of the 27 3 tlie third is 9, and of the sun 

19 and of Venus 8 make 27, the third of which is 9. 
And there vvere indications for the other months being 
controlled by the maleficent (stars) and he was afflicted 
by eruptions and eczema, namely in the 15th and 17th 
and 23rd (month) and in the rcst, but especially about 
the 27th month. And supposedly (?) he fell into an 
animal snare( ?) and was struck in parts of the body( ?). 
The 27th was indicated by Mars (in T ) and moon (in 
n$), of Mars 15 and of moon 25 make 40, two-thirds 
of which is 26 (months) 20 days; 1 reckon with Aries 
and Virgo at diameter, because (the moon) was movi ng 
toward it. And besides, of Mars 15 and of Horoscopos, 
Câncer, 25 4 are 40. two-thirds of which is 26 (months) 

20 days. And also then the rising time of Capricorn was 
operative, the 27, 3 and of Mars 15 and of Júpiter 12 
are 27. And again, of the sun 19 5 and of Venus 8 
make 27. 

Then from the 28th month he lived precariously, for 
the rising time of Libra and the period of Saturn (in 
===) coincided. 6 And in the 32nd month he was dan- 
gerouslv ill and was in convulsions; for of Mars 15 and 
of the rising time of Aries 17 2 are 32. And in the 33rd 
month he died, for the rising time of Câncer 7 (H) 
effected it; and besides of Câncer (H) 25 4 and of Libra 
( b ) 8 1 are 33, or of moon (in TT$) 25 and of Libra 8 8 
are 33. Tlius I reckoned as ií it (the moon) were also 
in Libra (which is permissible) because of the equality 
of rising times (of Trp and ===). 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 25 

The victim of this horoscopc was bom 158 August 14: 
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The death of the ehild occurred in May 161. The upper 
limit of records utilized in this chapter is a.u. 164/5. 
For related horoscopes cf. No. L 102.XII.14. 


8 Capricorn lias the rising time aio = 27 only for clima 7(!) 
in System B or for clima 2( !) and System A. 

4 Câncer is the house of the moon whose period is 25. 

6 Text (misprint ?) 12. 

"Libra has in clima 7(!) and for System B a rising time of 
a 7 — 43 ;30 which is numerically equal to the “ mean period ” of 
Saturn (cf. p. 11). 

7 Câncer has the rising time a* = 33 in clima 7( !) System A 
or clima 2(!) System B. 

8 Because the moon was apprnaching =^. 


No. L 159 

Vettius Valens VII,3 p. 273,23 to 29 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 44,38 to p. 45,7) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun, Venus (and) Mercuryin Câncer, moon in Capri¬ 
corn, Saturn in Scorpio, Júpiter in Aquarius, Mars in 
Leo, Horoscopos in Taurus, the Lot of Fortune in 
Scorpio, 1 the ruler (of it, 2 6 ) in Leo. The ruler (O) 
of this (a) 3 in Câncer exceeded 4 the hours and days 
of the stars and signs; for this (reason) then. in the 
third place (from the Horoscopos), I counted the months 
of Mars 66 months and 15 (months) 3 and of the sun 
in Câncer 25 months, B making 106 months which is 
8 vears 10 months. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 25 
For 159 July 18 one finds 
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Related horoscojies are listed in No. L 122.VI.30. 

No. L 162 

Vettius Valens VII,3 p. 273,33 to p. 274,3 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 45,8 to 15) 

TRANSLATION 

Sun (and) Mercury in Aquarius, moon in Taurus, 
Saturn in Sagittarius, Júpiter in Aries, Mars in Capri¬ 
corn, Venus (and) Horoscopos in Pisces, clima 6. Lot 
of Fortune in Gemini. 1 I took 76 months of Mercury 2 
and, since Mercury is in Aquarius, I took the rising 
time of Aquarius, 23 3 months and, Saturn being in 

1 From Ar = Xii — (X<j — Xq) = 8 —6" = Tq,. 

* Scorpio is a house of Mars, which is therefore its ruler. 

3 Leo is the house of the sun. 

4 The sun (in S>) is beyond the side of the square (from Tl). 
to Sl). 

B These are the extremai periods assigned to Mars. 

* Câncer is the house of the moon whose period is 25. 

No. L 162 

1 From Ar = Xh + (X^ — Xq) = ^ — 9* = X- 

2 The maximum period of Mercury is 76 years. 

“Aquarius has the rising time a, t = 23 for clima 4(!) in 

System A and E. 
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Sagittarius, of Sagittarius 33 4 months. They make 
altogethcr 132 months which is 11 years. He died at 
that age. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 25 

The date oí this horoscope, 162 February 9, is found 
from 



For the three other horoscopes in this chapter see Xo. 
L 122.VI.30. 


No. L 173 

Vettius Valens VII,3 p. 273,10 to 23 
(= CCAG 5,2 p. 44,26 to 37) 


TRANSLATION 

For example let sun (and) Venus be in Aquarius. 
moon (and) Júpiter at the beginning of Aries, Saturn 
in Aries, Mars in Sagittarius, Mercurv in Capricorn. 
Horoscopos in Scorpio, Lot of Fortune in Libra. 1 clima 
6. The apportioning (stars) were: Venus because of 
Libra, 2 Saturn because Venus was in Aquarius, 3 Mars 
because Saturn was in Aries. 4 Then I reckoned with 
respect to periods and to rising times: first hours, then 
days, then months. Thus: I took for Libra 8 days and 
8 hours 5 and again for the rising time of Libra, clima 6. 
[4] 3 hours, 6 and, since Venus is in Aquarius, 3 I took 
for Saturn 57 hours 7 and again since Saturn is in Aries. 4 
I took for Mars 15 hours, summing up to 8 days and 123 
hours. which are 5 days 3 hours, making altogether 13 
days 3 hours. He died 13 days 3 hours (old). 

‘Sagittarius has the rising time a, = 33 for clima 7(!) in 
System A or for clima 2(!) in System B. The same error 
occurs also in No. L 122,1,30. Cf. also No. L 173 note 7. 

No. L 173 

1 From Ar = Xii— (Xç —Xq) = TTt — slightly less than 11* 
= Note that the moon’s position is at the beginning of Aries. 

3 A house of 9 where the Lot of Fortune is located. 

* A house of Saturn. 

4 A house of Mars. 

s Libra as a house of Venus is represented by its period 8. 

* Following System B. 

7 That is 30 for the period and 27 for Capricorn which is a 
house of Saturn. The rising time of Capricorn is aio = 27 in 
clima 7(!) System A and in clima 2(!) System B. Cf. for a 
similar error, also for clima 6. No. L 162 and No. L 122.1.30. 


COM MENTARY 


Diagram: 

pl. 26 

173 February 3 we find: 
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about midnight 


The child died 173 February 17. In the same year died, 
11 years old, the owner of another horoscope recorded 
in this chapter (No. L 162) which thus is one of the 
latest sections in the whole work. Cf. also No. 149 and 
No. L 122.VI.30. 

No. L 188 

Vettius Valens 11,26 (p. 93,13 to 20) 1 

TRANSLATION 

As an example let the sun, the moon. Júpiter, (and) 
Mercurybe in Leo, Saturn (and) Horoscopos 2 in Libra, 
Mars in Aquarius, Venus in Câncer; 3 such a person 
(will be) fortunate, a leader, despotic, possessed of royal 
fortune, and established in great property. For the Lot 
of Fortune and the Daimon and the Basis fell in the 
same (sign ===) and the ruler of these, Venus, was in 
Midheaven in Câncer, and the rulers ( U and O ) of the 
triangle (of the sun, £1 T) and of the exaltation 
(X, ruler $ ) were found to be in Agathos Daimon 
(£L) 4 in the (11 th ) Locus 5 of accomplishment (£1). 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 26 

This is the first in a group of four examples (cf. No. 
L 78). For this text one finds the date 188 August 10, 
which is the latest date of a horoscope in Vettius Valens. 


Text 


°1 

lí ' a 

* ( _ 

H ( - 

jf 

O 

9 3 


Computed 

£1 17 
£L 15 

£1 3 

m 6(i) 

=*= 27 

about 10 a.m. 
1 

ÍVW I 

6 


1 The three first lines also in CCAG 2, p. 120,41-121,1. 

2 Kroll, p. 93,14 gives wpofficóiros, CCAG 2 p. 120,41 upoencoiruv. 

3 Kroll p. 93,14 (supported by line 18) gives KapKÍvw. CCAG 
2, p. 120,42 wrongly SiSvpuns. 

4 The llth locus from the Horoscopos (=^). 

5 The llth locus from the Lot of Fortune (^=). 



LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 188—No. L 380 


131 


Mercury which is approaching inferior conjunction woukl 
be in Leo if one disregards the anomaly. Because sun 
and moon are practically in conjunction we ha ve for the 
Lots of Fortune and of Daimon the same longitude as 
for the Horoscopos, that is Libra, the house of Vénus. 
Because these two Lots coincide, the “ Basis ” also 
falis in the same sign ( cf. p. 9). The “ exaltation ’ 
(of the nativity, cf. p. 7) falis in K, a house of 
Mercury. 

No. L 380 

CCAG 8,1 p. 146,3 to 20 and 
CCAG 8,2 p. 58,3 to 14, p. 67,34 to p. 68,31 

TRANSLATION 

First Version (CCAG 8,1 and Engelbrccht, 
Hcph., p. 22 /.) 

From Hepliacstioii 11,1 

As an example suppose somebody to have been born 
in the 97th year from the reign of Diocletian, Athyr 
(III) 30, 6th hour (of the day), in the third clima. For 
this hour we found the sun in approximately the fourth 
degree of Sagittarius, the moon in Taurus 1 47 minutes, 
the Horoscopos in the 25th degree of Aquarius. Since 
the moon (in 8 ) was found in the signs which follow 2 
the Horoscopos (in 2 T), one must count from the Horo¬ 
scopos (2T25) to the degree of the moon (8 0;47) 
and (thus) we found 65 degrees 47 minutes. These 
we divided by the (mean) daily motion of the moon, 
that is 13°, and found 5 days; and the remaining 47 
minutes we divided similarly by the hourly mean motion 
of the moon and found 1 hour and ^ approximately. 3 
The 5 days and 1 ^ hours we added to the 273^ days of 
pregnancy, 4 which made 278 days and 9?, hours. 5 Sub- 
tracting this from the day and hour of birth, Athyr 
(III) 30 6th hour, it extended to Mekheir (VI) 26 to 
27 8th hour of night. 6 Subtracting also the fourth part 
of the intercalarv day, 7 that is 6 hours, one finds the 

1 The printed text gives Capricorn. According to a photo of 
the manuscript only very faint traces of writing are preserved. 
The next sentence requires 8 and computation confirms it. 

2 Counted in the direction of increasing longitude. 

* This result is inaccurate. Since the niean motion of the moon 
is 13:10.35°/' d and 0;32,56°/ h we should find 65 ;47° : 13 ;10,35°/ d 
= 4 d plus 13 ;4, 40°: 0 ;32,56 o /* 1 = 23 ;50 h thus 10 minutes less 
than 5 days. The text computes 65°: 13°/ d = 5 d plus 0;47°: 
0:33 o /* 1 (= 1;25, ..) h = lè( !) h . 

4 Cf. the scheme in Vettius Valens 1,25 (p. 50 Kroll) which 
follows a different method. hut leads, for the present case, to 
the same result. 

8 Sic, instead of *. One manuscript has i ! 

8 The figure of the text, 95, would lead to 8ü ; the correct 
figure, 9§, to 85. The date 26 to 27 means the night of the 
Egyptian 26th which precedes the 27th and is for once correctly 
computed. 

7 To account for the difference between Egyptian years (upon 

which the tables were based) and Alexandrian years. Leap 

years are Diocletian 95 and 99. 


year 96, Mekheir (VI) 26 to 27 2nd hour (of night) 8 * 

at which hour we found the sun in [.] degree, 

the moon in [.j degree. ,J 

Sccond Version (CCAG 8,2 p. 58,3 to 14) 

From Hcphacstion 11,2 

For the sake of clarity let us have an example. Some 
(person) was born in the day (time) of the 30th of 
Athyr (III), the sun being in the 4th degree of Sagit¬ 
tarius. To these 4 degrees I added 2 o 10 and it made 6 °; 
these 6 o multiplied by twelve made 78. 11 Counting these 
from the degree of the sun ( ^ 4) I arrive at about the 
end of Aquarius (£? 22). Consequently either Aquarius 
or Gemini or Libra 12 is the Horoscopos at conception. 
But since the sun was near the beginning of Sagittarius 
(/< 4), the hemisphere of daylight above the earth ex- 
tends from it to the beginning of Gemini. Thus the 
Horoscopos (of conception) will not be in Gemini, nor 
can it be in Libra because also Libra is below the earth. 
Thus we must believe that the Horoscopos can only 
fali in Aquarius. 

Third Version (CCAG 8,2 />. 67,34 to p. 68,31) 
From Hephacstion 11,11 

Let us also set forth an example for the sake of 
clarity. Suppose that a person has 25 degrees of Aqua¬ 
rius as Horoscopos, Midheaven 5 degrees fof Sagit¬ 
tarius]. Counting from the fifth degree of Sagittarius 
(M) to the 25th degree of Aquarius (H) I have 80 
degrees: I have namely 25 of Sagittarius and 30 of 
Capricorn and 25 of Aquarius. Thus there remain 10 
degrees or ^ of a quadrant. 13 We now take from the 5 
degrees of Sagittarius 25 degrees toward the east and 
of the resulting 30 degrees the 9th part. that is 3 ;20, 
and subtract this from 30 degrees leaving 26;40 degrees 
of Sagittarius, which is the end of the twelfth 14 of Mid¬ 
heaven, and the beginning of the 11 th Locus, that is 
Good Daimon. Taking again ^ of one-twelfth (=30°) 
that is 3 ;20 degrees, I subtract these from 30 and add 
the remaining 26 ;40 to the 26 ;40 degrees of Sagittarius 
which were found before, and I subtracted from the 
resulting 53 ;20 the 30 degrees of Sagittarius. The re¬ 
maining 23 ;20 belong to Capricorn, niaking the end of 
Good Daimon and the beginning of Bad Daimon. And 
again adding to the 23 ;20 of Capricorn the aforesaid 
26:40 of one-twelfth and from the resulting 50 I sub- 

* This is now. supposcdly, the hour of conception. 

0 Cf. the Commentary for the expected positions. 

10 The Symbol which the editors print as “ s ” must mean 
“ degree.” 

11 Added to the original 6 o ; cf. p. 6 s.v. “ dodekatemoria.” 

12 In trine to Aquarius. 

13 Here and in the following our translation is somewhat freer 
than usual. 

14 “Twelfth” is here used in the sense of “locus,” i.e., one 
of the 12 parts of the whole circle. 
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tract the 30 clegrees of Capricorn. The resulting 20 
of Aquarius is the end of the Bad Daimon and the 
beginning of the twelfth of the Horoscopos. [In the 
same fashion the limits of other loci are determined. not 
without some minor arithmetical errors.] 


and ends at 26;40. Counting from tliis point again 
26:40° leads to 1^23;20 as the end of the 11 th locus; 
plus 26 ;40 gives 20 for the end of the 12th locus, 

thus 5 o distant from H - wC 25, as it should be. Sinii- 

larly, for the remaining centers ( cf . fig. 15). 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 26 

For Diocletian 97 Athyr (III) 30 = a.d. 380 15 No- 
vember 26 one finds: 


Text 

0-^4 

d 8 0 ;4 7 

H 25 

M * 5 


Computed 

J 6 
8 3 
noon 
^ 7 


Text—comp. 
— 2 ° 

— 2 


For the date of conception, 278‘* 9 h earlier, one finds 
Diocletian 97 Mekheir (VI) 26 9th hour of night = a.d. 
380 February 22, 3 a.m., the sun being in X 4, the moon 
about 2 T 23. 

As locality we may assume Alexandria since it belongs 
to the “ third clima ” in Ptolemy’s terminology. 16 Using 
Theon’s tables for this latitude, from H = 25 one 

would obtain as culminating point M = ? 7 ;4 and not 

t? 1 5. 

The hour given in the text does not agree too well 
with the position of H (2r25) and sun (^4). From 
these data it would follow that the moment in question 
was 6; 16 seasonal hours (Alexandria) or 5;21 equi- 
noctial hours after sunrise. The text gives for it “ 6(th) 
hour ” which would imply the use of equinoctial hours, 
thus constituting the only known exception from our 
general experience which leads us to interpret “ hours ” 
as meaning seasonal hours. But even without computa- 
tion the text itself is contradictory since & 5 is given 
as Midheaven, 7 4 as solar position. This implies a 
moment after noon or within the 7th hour and not the 
6th hour. 

The procedure carried out in the third version can 
be explained much more simply than it is expressed 
by the text. Suppose the arc from H to M were exactly 
90°. Then each of the three “ loci ” from H to M would 
be exactly 30° long. It is furthermore the accepted rule 
that H as well as M should lie 5° inside of its respective 
locus, counted in the direction of the zodiacal signs. 17 
In our case, however, the arc from H to M is 10° or ^ 
of a quadrant shorter than a quadrant. Thus we take 
^ away from each 30° section leaving us with three 
loci each of which is 30 — 3;20 = 26;40° long. Since 
M = /■ 5 its locus. the 10th, begins exactly at ? 0° 

16 Engelbreclit, Hcph. p. 22, and CCAG 8,1 p. 146 give incor- 
rectly a.d. 381. 

in Cf. p. 5. This is explicitly confirined by CCAG 8,2 p. 
79,10 (the length of a seasonal hour for XI is 17;8) and p. 
78,17/18 (‘‘clima of Lower Egypt”). 

17 Cf No. T 4?8 


IttC 



No. L 401 

CCAG 8,1 p. 232,1 to p. 234,26 

TRANSLATION 

15. 1 On the Progression [of the moon]. 2 

Clima 4. Moon Taurus 23 ;30, Saturn Capricorn 
16;40, 2 * Júpiter Câncer 2;50, Mars Capricorn 4;42, 
Venus Pisces 3 3;14, Mercury Gemini 4 0;18. Horo¬ 
scopos Virgo 4, Midheaven Taurus 30. 

It is necessary then, to find the “ progressions ” of 
the moon toward each planet. 5 Rising time of sphaera 
recta for the moon 141 ;1. Sphaera recta for Midheaven 
147 ;44. Difference 6;43. Time degrees of daylight for 
the moon 17 ;24. Divide the 6 ;43 by this. It makes 0 ;23 
seasonal hours. 6 Thus the moon is 0 ;23 seasonal hours 
distant from Midheaven. 

Left Quartile of Yenus : Gemini 7 3:14. Sphaera recta 
151 ;8. Excess over the time-degrees of Midheaven 3:24. 
Time degrees of daylight of the Quartile of Yenus 17:23. 8 

1 From Rhetorius. 

2 Restoration by the editors, obviously based on the first sen- 
tence of the second section. What is meant is the succession of 
chronocratorship beginning with the moon. — The two manu- 
scripts on which our text is based (P= Paris.; V = Venet.) 
write the title between the first and the second section. At least 
in P the first section is written in direct continuation of the 
preceding chapter. 

21 P: 16 ;8. 

3 P: Aquarius; omitted in V. Emended by the editors to 
Pisces because later on the Quartile of $ is located in X3;14. 

* Sic, instead of Capricorn. The correct position is used 
later on. 

0 A similar procedure, called irepíiraros, is described in Vettius 
Valens IV,29 (p. 205, 13-16 Kroll). 

0 Accurately: 0 ;23,9,... 

' P: Aquarius. 

s .9»V, instead of 17 ;43. 
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Divide the 3;24 by this. It makes 0;8 seasonal hours. 9 
Thus the Quartile of Venus is 0 ;8 seasonal hours distant 
from Midheaven. Add this to the 0;23 of the distance 
of the moon from Midheaven; it makes 0;31 seasonal 
hours 10 which the Quartile of Venus is distant from the 
moon. And the excess of the moon over the Quartile 
of Venus was 16 which is 10 years and 2 days. 11 

The Diameter of Mercury is Câncer 0;18. Sphaera 
recta 180 ;20. Sphaera recta of Midheaven was 147 ;44. 
Difference 32;36. Time degrees of daylight for the 
Diameter of Mercury 18 ;7. Divide the 32 ;36 of the 
excess by the 18 ;7 time degrees. It makes H [ Vf» Ví o] 
hours. 12 Consequently the Diameter of Mercury is 
1£ V6 Vio seasonal hours distant from Midheaven. And 
the Quartile of Venus was 0;35 seasonal hours distant 
from Midheaven. 13 This multiplied by 18 ;7 makes 3 ; 18 
time degrees. 14 Subtract this 3;18 from the 32;36 of 
Mercury. Remainder 29;18. Since it lias been shown 
that the moon in its course will contact the Quartile of 
Venus at 10 years 2 days and that Venus, taking over 
the period by virtue of the Quartile, will be chronocrator 
from the llth year for 29 years 3 months, Mercury will 
then take over by virtue of the Diameter the period 
after 39 years and will be chronocrator. 15 

Again, Júpiter in Câncer 2;50. Sphaera recta 183 ;7. 
Sphaera recta of Midheaven 147 ;44. Excess 35 ;23. 
Time degrees of daylight for Júpiter 18 ;6. Divide the 
35 ;23 by this. It makes approximately 1 ;57 seasonal 
hours. 16 The distance of Júpiter from Midheaven is 
therefore 1 ;57 seasonal hours. [And the Diameter of 
Mercury was 1 ;48 seasonal hours distant from Mid¬ 
heaven.] Multiply this by the 18 ;6 seasonal hours of 
Júpiter. It makes 32 ;35 time degrees. Subtract it from 
the 35 ;23. Remainder 3 ;49. 17 Thus we say that from 
year 39 and 3 months the chronocratorship of the Diame- 

9 This result is incorrect since 3 ;24 :17 ;23 = 0 ; 11,44,... The 
correct value would be 3 ;24:17 ;43 = 0;11,31,... Cf. the next 
note. 

10 Indeed 0;8 4- 0;23 = 0;31. Since, however, 0;8 is an error 
for 0;11 or 0;12 (cf. the preceding note), the distance from the 
moon to the Quartile of Venus should be 0;34 or 0;35. Indeed, 
in the next section, 0;35 is quoted as distance of the Quartile 
of Venus from Midheaven (!). Cf. note 13. 

11 The whole procedure which leads to this result has fallen 
out. We can restore it as follows: “ Multiply 0 ;23, the distance 
of the moon from M, by 17 ;43, the time degrees of the Quartile 
of Venus. Result: 6;47. Add this to the 3 ;24 of the Quartile 
of Venus. Result: 10;11 or approximately 10è which is 10 
years and 2 months.” Thus the 16 of the text is an error for 
10è and the 2 days is an error for 2 months. 

12 Accurately : 1 ;47,58,0,... ~ 1 ;48 = li è A. 

13 Actually this distance was 0;11 or 0; 12 (cf. note 9). The 
value 0;35 is the distance from the moon (cf. note 10). In the 
subsequcnt multiplication 0; 11 was used. Cf. the next note. 

14 Actually 3 ;18 = 0 ;11 -18 (instead of 0;11 • 18 ;7 = 3 ;19,17). 

15 The allotment of periods is thus as follows: the moon rules 
the first 10 years, to be followed by Venus from the 10th year 
to 39 years 3 months. 

14 Accurately: 1 ;57,24,... 

17 Sic, instead of 2 ;48. 


ter of Mercury lasts for 2 years 9 months approximately. 
And then Júpiter will take over the period, i.e., after 18 
42 vears 0 months. 

Again, the Trine of Venus in Câncer 3; 14. Sphaera 
recta 183 ;33. Sphaera recta of Midheaven 147 ;44. 
Difference 35 ;49. Time degrees of daylight for the 
Trine of Venus 18 ;6. Divide the difference 35 ;49 by it. 
It makes approximately 1 ;58 seasonal hours. Thus the 
Trine of Venus is 1 ;58 seasonal hours distant from 
Midheaven. Júpiter is 1 ;57 19 seasonal hours distant 
from it. Multiply this by the time degrees of the Trine 
of Venus, i.e., the 18 ;6 in the direction of direct motion. 
It makes 35; 18 time degrees. Subtract this from the 
35 ;49 of the difference. Remainder 0;31 time degrees. 
This is approximately 6 months 2 days. Hence Júpiter 20 
will be chronocrator from year 41 month 10 to year 42 
month 4% 0 (?). 21 

Again the Diameter of Mars, Câncer 4 ;42. Sphaera 
recta 185 ;10. Sphaera recta of Midheaven 147 ;44. Dif¬ 
ference 37 ;26. Time degrees of daylight of the Diameter 
of Mars 18;6. Divide the 37;26 by this. It makes 
seasonal hours, which is the distance of the Diameter 
of Mars from Midheaven. But Venus is lHYi 2 Vi5 
seasonal hours 22 distant from Midheaven. Multiply this 
by the seasonal hours of Mars, i.e., by 18 ;6. It makes 
35 ;36 time degrees. 23 Subtract it from 37 ;26. Remain¬ 
der 1;51. 24 Thus, approximately after 1 year and 8 
months. Venus, receiving by virtue of the trine the 
period from Júpiter in the year 42 month [4] day 26( ?) 
will rule for about 1 year [8] 25 months until year 44 
and 26 17(?) day. 26 

Diameter of Saturn Câncer 16;40. Sphaera recta 
{1 f9]8 ;8. Sphaera recta of Midheaven 147; [44]} . 2T 
Difference 50;24. Time degrees of daylight of the 
Diameter of Saturn 17;57. Divide the difference 50 ;24 
by it. It makes 2;41 seasonal hours. 28 Thus Saturn is 

18 This is consistent with the preceding allotment to Mercury. 
Cf. note 15. 

19 The manuscripts have 1 ;58 (dittography from last figure). 
Consistent with the statement at the end of the preceding 

section; cf. note 18. The result, however, is incorrect, since 
0 ;31 year = 6 months 6 days. 

nrjvwi> ô' k. Meaning of k not clear; cf. the similarly enig- 
matic ending of the next section. 

" The Trine of Venus was found in the last section at 1 ;48 
from Midheaven but H à i*a V 15 = 1 ;59. Therefore, A. Rome 
emended the text to H è A (= 1;58). Cf. the next note 
and note 29. 

23 For 1 ;59 • 18 ;6 one finds 35;53,54, for 1 ;58 • 18 ;6 the value 
35 ;35,48 ~ 35 ;36 as in the manuscripts; incorrectly emended in 
CC4C 8,1 p. 234,13 to 35 ;32. 

54 The manuscripts have 1 ;37,51 (V) and 1 ;37 with 51 over 
the 37 (P) rcspectively. 1 ;50 would be correct. The emenda- 
tion 1 ;54 in CCAG is based on the previous incorrect emenda- 
tion (cf. note 23). 

25 Following the emendation of A. Rome. The manuscripts 
have 2 months. 

84 Cf. note 21. 

87 The text is confused here; cf. the Apparatus in CCAG. 

28 Accurately 2:48.28 and not 2:41 Cf. the next note. 
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distant from Midheaven 2 seasonal hours \ i Viz 2 * But 
Mars was distant from Midheaven 2;4 seasonal hours. 
Multiply this by the 17 ;57 time degrees of Saturn. It 
makes 37 ;6 time degrees. Subtract this from the 50 ;24 
of the excess of Saturn. Remainder 13; 18. Thus after 
the 44 years Saturn takes over and brings to an end 
(the period of Mars, i.e.,) approximately 13 years 2 
months, at [5]7 years 2 months. 30 

ASTRONOMICAL COMMENTARY 
Diagram: fig. 16 

We encounter grcat difficulties in the dating of this 
horoscope. A systematic search leads to the result that 
the three outer planets cannot be located near the places 
giventothem in the text except for December 400/Janu- 
ary 401. The position of the sun is omitted but the 
moon restricts us within this interval either to December 
15 or to January 11 and the first date gives the better 
results for Mars and Júpiter whereas Saturn and Mer- 
cury are better represented by the second: 



400 

401 




Dec. 

15 

Jan. 11 

Text 

O 


25 

V3 22 

- 

— 

d 

b 

25 

b 23 

b 

23 ;30 

b 

V3 

9 

V3 12 

V3 

16 ;40 

u 

SE 

0 

X 26 

SE 

2 ;50 

$ 

V3 

0 

V3 20 

ltf 

4 ;42 

9 

? 

4 

^ 9 

X 

3 ;14 

$ 

? 

6 

V8 18 

V3 

0;18 


Venus is far from the position given in the text and also 
Mercury is only roughly correct. 31 The date 401 (or 
400) is therefore not at all certain. No emendation of 
the figures of the text is possible since all numbers are 
extensively used in the astrological sections. It seems 
not impossible that we ha ve here an artificially made up 
example of positions. 

The astrological section contains a great number of 
rising times and related numbers for sphaera recta and 
for clima IV. M = b 30 ;40 belongs to H = TTÇ 4 for 
clima IV, rounded off in the text to b 30. All other 
numbers, however, give degrees and minutes in exact 
agreement with the Handy Tables of Theon. 

ASTROLOGICAL COM MENTARY 

Diagram: fig. 16 

The goal of the discussion, which follows the list of 
planetary positions, is the determination of the duration 
of chronocratorship of each planet. The total of these 

29 Which equals 2 ;49. Cf. note 22 for a similar approximation; 
perhaps bis is the smallest fraction of an hour to be reckoned. 

80 The role of the Diameter of Saturn is to destroy the life 
as is clear from the following example (No. L488). 

81 Note that the elongation of 63° between Venus and Mercury 
is very near to the extrema! possible ameunt. 


periods, ending with Saturns rule, is then the length 
of life allotted to this nativity. 

The procedure consists in finding the “ distance ” 
from Midheaven for each planet or for a point in aspect 
to the planet. In this way the following points are in- 
vestigated ( cf . fig. 16) : 



n 


K 


1 . 

d 

b 

23 ;30 

2. 

Quartile of 9 

X 

3; 14 

3. 

Diameter of $ 

SE 

0;18 

4. 

U 

SE 

2 ;50 

5. 

Trine of 9 

SE 

3 ;14 

6. 

Diameter of <? 

SE 

4 ;42 

7. 

Diameter of b 

SZ 

16 ;40. 


The “ distance ” of these points from M = b 30 is 
to be measured in time degrees and found in the fol¬ 
lowing way. Let n be the number of the point in ques- 
tion, following the above arrangement. For n ^ 2 the 
“ distance ” is given by 

(1) A„_ [aW-a(M)]-[a(U-«(M)] 

where a (A) represents the right ascension of A + 90 
(as tabulated in the Handy Tables for sphaera recta), 
/i(A) the length of one seasonal hour in time degrees 
for clima IV and a solar longitude A. 

The meaning of this procedure is roughly this: a(A„) 
— a(M) is the distance in right ascension between the 
points n and M. Therefore, 

[a(A„) — a(M)] — [a(A„_i) —a(M)] = a(A„)— a(A*-x) 
would be the ascensional difiference between the points 
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n and n — 1. Such a procediire would, however, not 
depend on M and on the geographical latitude. In ordcr 
to bring these eleinents also into play, the second term 
is niodified by the ratio of the seasonal hours associated 
with K and A„_ x for the given clima. The whole pro- 
cedure is a drastic example of the ever increasing com- 
plication of astrological doctrines during late antiquity 
and the Middle Ages. 

Formula (1) holds only from n — 2 on. For n = 1 

(2) A,- [a(A,)-a(M)] 

is used as “ distance ” from M. 

The numbers which result from (1) and (2) are 
counted in degrees and minutes. Tliey are now sup- 
posed to signify years of rulership assigned to the planet 
in question. 

In transforming the resulting numbers of degrees and 
minutes into years and months the text operates very 
carelessly indeed: 





Text 

Total 

1 

10;11° 

10 y 2 ;12 m 

10 y 2 d (!) 

io>- 

2 

29; 18 

29 y 3 :36 m 

29 y 3 m 

39 y 3 m 

3 

2 ;48 

2 y 9 ;36 m 

2 y 9 m 

42 y 

4 

0;31 

6;12 m 

4 m (!) 

42 y 4 m 

5 

1 ;50 

mo™ 

l y 8 m (!) 

44v 

6 

13 ;18 

13 y 3;36 m 

13 y 2 m (!) 

57 y 2 m 


This carelessness cost the nativity 9 months of lifetime 
since the correct total would be 57 ;57 y = 57 y ll m . 


No. L 412 

Marinus, Life of Proclus 

TRANSLATION 

(35.) 1 In order that those who love the higher things 
may be able to conclude, from the configuration of the 
stars under which he was born, how the Lot (of For¬ 
tune) fell to him not in the lowest place but in the very 
best, we shall give their schemata as it occurred at 
birth: 2 O in Aries 16 ;26 3 degrees, d in Gemini 17 ;29 
degrees, ( *? ) 4 in Taurus 24;23 degrees, U in Taurus 
24;41 5 degrees, S in Sagittarius 29;50. $ in Pisces 
23 degrees, 6 [ Ç ] in Aquarius 4 ;42 degrees, Horoscopos 
in Aries 8;19 degrees, Midheaven in Capricorn 4;42 

1 The division of the text into chapters and their nunibering 

is modern. 

5 We have checked the following data with the two existing 
manuscripts, Vat. Graec. 1374 foi. 162 [V] and Pal. Graec. 404 
foi. 100 [P]. 

8 V: 16 ;26, P: 16. Stein [1] p. 72 States incorrectly “ [V.] 
et [P.] portent tous les deux: le Solcil 16°26' dans le Bélier. . ..” 

* Both manuscripts have here kclí instead of the Symbol for 
Saturn. 

6 P: 24 ;44. 

• Perhaps minutes lost in the lacuna. 


135 

degrees, the ascending (node) in Scorpio 24 ;33 degrees, 
preceding conjunction in Aquarius 8;51 degrees. 

(36.) Ile died in the 214th year from Julian’s reign, 
under the Athenian archonship of Nicagoras, jr., in 
the Athenian month Munychion 17, according to the 
Romans April 17. . . . 

(37.) There also occurred signs in the year before 
his death, e.g., a solar eclipse of such magnitude that 
it became night at daytime. Deep darkness fell and the 
stars became visible. This happened in Capricorn toward 
the rising center. The calendar makers recorded also 
another (eclipse) to happen at the completion of the 
first year (after his death). . . . 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 26 

An extensive literature has accumulated around this 
horoscope and the additional date of the death of Proclus. 
At first Fabricius in his edition of the Vita Procli by 
Marinus (London 1703) computed as date of birth 412 
February 8, emending the solar longitude to ,£7 20:26 
as is obviously necessary. 7 The same result was obtained 
by Delambre 8 and independently by Stein. 9 It can be 
immediately confirmed by computing with the approxi- 
mate tables used throughout in this work. 10 Thus one 
finds for 412 February 8: 



Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

O 

T 16;26( !) n 

2T 20 ;16 

(?) 

d 

X 17 ;29 

X 16;48 

-f- 0;40° 

b 

6 24 ;23 

8 27 ;33 

— 3 ;10 

U 

8 24 ;41 12 

8 24:45 

0 

$ 

* 29 ;50 

V3 3 ;9 

— 3:20 

9 

X 23[..] 13 

2T 23 ;45 

[-0:50] 

[5] 13 

2T 4 ;42 

2T 6;47 

— 2 

H 

T 8; 19 

9 A.M. 


M 

4 ;42 

correct for Rhodes 


TTI 24 ;33 

TTI 26 ;58 

— 2:30 

conj. 412 
Jan. 29 

8 ;51 

Q 

7 

— 0;10 


The date of his death being 485 April 17 he lived 73 
years and 2 months. 

The years of Julian must be counted in the Athenian 
calendar, resulting from the classical-pagan tradition of 

7 A diagram which shows the emended data was published by 
Fabricius and reproduced in Steck-Schõnberger PD p. 10 and 
by Stein [1] p. 73. No diagram seems to be given in the 
manuscripts. 

8 Boissonade. Proclus p. 138 note; repeated Freudenthal [1] 
p. 487. 

•Stein [1], with a slight error in the date of the preceding 
conjunction. 

10 Cf. Introduction p. 2. 

11 V: 16 ;26 P: 16; cf. note 3. 

13 24 ;44 in P. 

13 1.acnna in text. 
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the circle of Proclus. 14 Now Hekatombaion corresponds 
to about July; Jtilian became Augustus in Dccember 
361, thus his first year vvill be counted from July 361, 
the 124th year from July 484. Thus the death of Proclus 
would fali in 485 April 17 in his 74th year of life. 

The fact that Marinus assigns in these passages a 
life of 75 years to his hero, whereas the astronomical 
data require his death in the 74th year, has caused a 
long series of arguments. Up to 1888 they are listed by 
Freudenthal who himself proposes the absurd solution 
that “ bei der Berechnung der Nativitàt waren Fehler 
schwer zu vermeiden ” (p. 493), based on the judgment 
of an astronomical “ Fachmann ” who thinks that the 
“ damaligen unpraktischen Zahlzeichen und schwerfál- 
ligen Rechnungsmethoden ” favored an error. 15 In fact 
the tables of Ptolemv or Theon are almost identical in 
structure and accuracy with the modem tables used here 
and provide the data of a horoscope by means of a few 
additions exactly as in modern tables. And it is, of 
course, totally irrelevant whether one uses our numerais 
or the Greek ones. 

The article on Proclus by R. Beutler in RE 23,1 
(1957) col. 186 ff. again discards the precision of the 
astronomical data in favor of the loose statement of a 
75-year lifetime. It furthermore gives incorrectly Feb- 
ruary 18 as the date of the horoscope. 

The solar eclipse mentioned in Chapter 37 as having 
occurred is the eclipse of 484 January 14, the sun being 
in KJ 26, shortly after sunrise in Athens. 16 The next, 
predicted, solar eclipse has the date 486 May 19. 17 

No. L 419 

Vettius Valens, Additamenta, Kroll p. 365,29 to 366,5 

Another example, (the) 3 (rd). 1 Reign of Yalen- 
tinian. Clima that of Spain. This person was killed at 
the age of 36. Year of Diocletian 135, Epiphi (XI) 8, 
beginning of lst hour (of the day). Sun in Câncer 7 ;11, 
moon in Aries 22;30, Horoscopos in Câncer 7;20, (the 
sun at the time of) 2 full moon in Gemini 28;40, 7th 
hour of day, Payni (X) 29. The days from the full 
moon to the day of hirth are 7\ 3 which is the 4 of 15. 
Since the solar gnomon exceeds the horoscopic gnomon 
I add this 4 part to the heginning of the first hour and 
do thus: time-degrees of the sun 18;5 of which one 
half is 9; and the rising time of the sun 75 ;7 4 making 

14 Hanell (1 ] p. 8 has remarked that the equation Munychion 
17 = April 17 is generally correct as far as the months are 
concerned but merely formal for the day numbers. 

15 Freudenthal [11 p. 492 f. 

la Cf. Ginzel, Kanon, p. 222. Also Stein [1] p. 74. 

17 Oppolzer, Canon, No. 4019. 

No. L 419 

1 The " second ” is No. L 431. 

* The text gives erroneously “ full moon ” only. 

8 Sic, instead of 81. 

4 Scriba! error for 79 ;7 The next number i<s again correct. 


together 88 time-degrees. With these I entered the table 
and found the Horoscopos approximately in Câncer 
14. 5 With these 14 time (degrees) I entered the table 
and found 0 34 periods (i.e., years) 10 months, corre- 
sponding to the (number) 10, which makes 6 sixtieths. 
Taking now the time-degrees of 14 degrees of Câncer 
I found 7 18:0. Multiplying these by 12, I found 216 ;0 
the 6th of which makes 36 periods (i.e.. years) ; which 
he lived. 

ASTRONOM ICAL COM MEXTARY 

Diagram: pl. 26 

Diocletian 135 Epiphi (XI) 8 = 419 July 2. For the 
time near sunrise one finds 

Text Computed Text—comp. 

O S 7 ;11 S 9 ;40 —2;30° 

í T 22 ;30 T 23 — 0;30. 

The preceding full moon occurred at Payni (X) 29 7 h 
daytime = June 23 1 p.m. the sun being in íS 1 ;30, the 
moon in KJ 1. The text gives for the sun at opposition 
K 28 ;40 or again 2 ;50° less than with our norm. 

Since the person in question was killed at the age of 
36 our text cannot have been written before 455. 

ASTROLOGICAL COM MEXTARY 

No. L419 and No. L431 períorm a series of opera- 
tions, which is attested in no other horoscope, to de¬ 
termine the length of life which belongs to the given 
nativity. In order to understand this procedure one has 
to realize that one is dealing with three essentially dif- 
ferent steps: 

(a) : accurate fixation of the hour in question by 
means of purely astrological speculations which involve 
sun and moon; 

(b) : given the longitude of the sun and the seasonal 
hour (of daytime or night) as determined in the first 
step, find the rising point of the ecliptic, i.e., the Horo¬ 
scopos. This is a straightforward astronomical problem. 

(c) : derive from the position of the Horoscopos, 
found in (b), the length of life. Here the tables from 
Vettius Valens VIII (pp. 321 to 324 Kroll) come into 
play. This step is, of course, again purely astrological 
in character. 

Step a. Botli No. 419 and No. 431 give the hour of 
the hirth and both re-evaluate it on the basis of some 
only very incompletely understood procedure. Both 
texts operate with the othervvise unknown concepts of 
“ solar gnomon ” and “ horoscopic gnomon.” In No. 
431 we are given: 

solar longitude À 8 = KJ 19 ;2 
(1) lunar longitude Am = 8 23 ;30 

clima IV 

6 The Handy Tables give for Eõ 14 the value 88 ;23. 

* Cf. the table Kroll p. 324 (line 16) for EB 14. 

7 From the Handy Tables, clima 4. 
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From this, it is said, follows a “ solar gnomon ” of 6 o 
which is the difference of rising times from sun to moon. 
This is obviously impossible. 8 One arrives, however, at 
a reasonably close result if one takes the difference 
between the corresponding time-degrees from Theon’s 
Tables which are used throughout in the following: 

h m — h a — 17 ;24 — 12 ;5 = 5 ;19 ss 6°-. 

We now find Jj s , the time-degrees which correspond 
to the point Si 19 ;2 diametrically opposite the sun, and 
multiply the result by 12. The motivation for this pro- 
cedure lies in the fact that we are dealing with a night- 
birth and that Ti s gives the length of one seasonal hour 
of night. Consequently, 12 h s = 12 • 17 ;55 = 215° is the 
length of the night. 

It was furthermore given that the birth happened at 
the third hour of night. This gives the motivation to 
form 3*215 = 645 = 285 (mod. 360) though no astro- 
nomical sense can be connected with this operation. The 
result 285 is called the “ horoscopic gnomon ” and it is 
found to be greater than the solar gnomon. From this 
result, which can hardly be more than the statement 
285 > 6, we are told it may be concluded that somehow 9 
the 3 hours must be reduced to 2\ hours only and this 
is indeed the amount which is used in step ( b ). 

In No. L419 all these steps are suppressed. We are 
given 

A s = Eõ 7;11 Clima of Spain (= clima IV) 

A m = T 22 ;30 beginning of lst hour of daylight. 

From this and the time elapsed since full moon, it is 
mysteriously concluded that the solar gnomon exceeds 
the horoscopic gnomon 10 and thus the “ beginning of 
the first hour ” extended to £ hour, to be used in the 
next step. 

Step b. This step is fully intelligible. As the result 
of Step (a) we are left with the seasonal hours 

No. L 419: n = 0;30 hours of daylight A s ~ üS 7 

No. L 431: n = 2 ;20 hours of night A a ~ £õ 19. 

From the Handy Tables we find that the corresponding 
time-degrees are 

/j(As) = 18 ;5 thus w/i —0;30- 18 ;5 ^ 9 

and 

h = li(K) = 17 ;55 thus n h = 2 ;20 • 17 ;55 s 41 ;48 
respectively. 

We now find from the same tables the corresponding 
rising times and add them to the previous results: 

n-h + p( A h ) =9-F79;7~88° 

8 This difference would be 88:28°. 

* The time interval of 10 days between birth and the preceding 
conjunction plays some role. 

10 Perhaps simply because the horoscopic gnomon is zero, O 
and H beine almost identical. 


and 

«•» -f p(A s) — 41 ;48 4- 93 ;7 — 134;55°. 

It is easy to see that this total is the rising time of the 
point which is in the horizon (cf. the stereographic pro- 
jection in fig. 17) at the given hour. This point is again 


Ecl. 



Figure 17. 


called “ Horoscopos ” (H') though it is the Horoscopos 
for the hour n which is, as we ha ve seen in Step (a), 
a modification of the hour originally given. 

Having thus found the rising time P (H'), one uses 
the tables in the inverse direction and finds 

in L 419: H' — SS 14 [since P (H') = 88;23] 
and 

in L 431: H'= a 23 [since P (H') — 134;55]. 
These are the data to be used in Step (c). 

Step c. 

With these new horoscopic values we enter the first 
table which follows Book VIII of Vettius Valens. There 
we find 11 

for £õ 14: àptOrf* 10 34vl0 m 15 d 

for a 23: àpiOpót 22 73*11“ 

No. L419 quotes the “ number ” 10 and the associated 
34 years 10 months (without days) but makes no use 
of the latter, and the same holds for No. L431. Both 
texts now proceed to compute the length of daylight 
which would correspond to a solar longitude of Sj 14 
and a 23 respectively. This leads to 

12 - /* ( 25 14) = 12- 18 ;0 =-216 
12-/i(a23) = 12 • 16 ;45 = 201. 

Now the “ numbers ” come into play in the form of 
factors 0; 10 and 0;22. The result is interpreted as years 
of lifetimc. Thus one finds 


11 Kroll p. 324 lines 16 and 25. 







138 


LITERARY SOURCES: Xo. L 419—No. L 428 


in No. L419: 216 • 0; 10 = 36 years 

in No. L 431: 201-0 ;22 — 73 ;42 — 73% Vso years. 

This is the final result of the astrological investigation. 

One may ask why the lifetimes listecl in Vettius 
Valens’ table were disregarded and replaced by the 
result of a special computation. The answer is simply 
that the tables of Vettius Valens are computed for the 
clima of Alexandria whereas our examples concern the 
fourth clima. One may confirm this statement by de- 
riving from Vettius Valens’ table a new one by dividing 
the numbers in the column of “ years-months-days ” by 
the corresponding “ àpidpol." The result 12 is a scheme 
of length of daylight with shortest daylight 150° in V3&°, 
longest daylight 210° in 8 and equinoxes (180) in 
T 8 and =£= 8. The underlying scheme of rising times 
follows System A. It is of interest to see that the author, 
who wrote in the middle of the fifth century or later, 
was still aware of the fact that the table in Vettius 
Valens was computed for the latitude of Alexandria and 
had to be modified in case of a different clima. 

No. L 428 

CCAG 8,1 p. 221,1 to p. 222,28 

TRANSLATION 

12. 1 How one has to find by degree the Kentra of the 
12 Loci. 

Example of a nativity: Clima 5, year of Diocletian 145, 
Thoth (I) 10 to 11, beginning of the 4th hour of night: 
sun 14; 19 of Virgo, moon 3;4 of Pisces, Saturn 14 ;21 
of Sagittarius, Júpiter 15 ;41 of Libra, Mars 21 ;6 of 
Virgo, Venus 25 ;40 of Leo, Mercury 3 ;37 of Libra. 
Horoscopos 25; 16 of Taurus, Midheaven 3 ;37 of 
Aquarius, ascending node 3 ;41 2 of Capricorn, (pre¬ 
ceding) conjunction 1 ;26 of Virgo, (Lot of) Fortune 
6;31 of Sagittarius, 3 Daimon 14 ;1 of Scorpio. 4 

We shall put forward the explanation of the 12 loci 
by degree in order that vve may show according to the 
natural system and its corollary the distances of the 
degrees which were in centers and in apoklima as follows: 

Because. as Ptolcmy says, 5 the 5 degrees preceding 
(the Horoscopos) [.] we subtract these from the 

12 Example: for 2õ8 the table gives 56 years 0 months (Kroll 
p. 324,10). The corresponding àpid/iós is 16. Consequently, we 
have 56:0;16 = 210° =14 h as length of daylight. This is the 
classical value for the length of daylight at the summer solstice 
at Alexandria. Cf. for details Ch. III,F (p. 174). 

No. L 428 

1 From Rhetorius. 

2 CCAG 8.1 p. 221,7 gives incorrectly A' pa instead of 7 V a ’ 
(checked on photo). 

* From Af= 8 25 ;16 — (X 3 ;4 — np 14 ;19) = ^6:31. 

4 From Ad= 8 25;16+ (X 3 ;4 — Trçl4;19) =tti14;1. 

8 Tetrabiblos ed. Robbins 111,10 (p. 272/273), ed. Boll-Boer 
III.ll (p. 129.18). 


given degrees of the Horoscopos and thus find for the 
beginning of the center of the Horoscopos ( 8 ) 20; 16. 
To this correspond for sphaera recta 137 ;44 as rising 
time. The 20;16 degrees of Taurus make at the 5th 
Clima 17 ;44 time degrees, and doubling this we get 
35 ;28 time degrees, and subtracting it from 137 ;44 we 
find 102; 16 as remainder. Aries 13;21 (which is the 
beginning of the 12th locus) culminates at sphaera recta 
with 102; 16. And again in the same way we subtract 
35 ;28 from 102; 16, finding 66 ;48 as remainder; and 
we find again that with them culminates at sphaera recta 
Pisces 4;8. Thus we shall have Pisces 4;8 for the 
beginning of the 11 th locus. 6 {Consequently the moon 
(in 8 3 ;4) belongs rather to the lOtli locus.} Again sub¬ 
tracting the 35 ;28 from 66;48 with 31 ;20 as remainder, 
we find that with them culminates in sphaera recta 
Capricorn 29 ;7. This then will be the beginning of the 
(locus) Midheaven. But at the beginning Midheaven 
was Aquarius 3 ;37 which precedes (V3’29;7) by 4;30. 
We should have, however, 5 o ; thus we have a difference 
of 0;30. The reason for it is as follows. Ptolemy says 
neither that one must subtract from the center time 
degrees nor (that one must subtract) longitudinal de¬ 
grees, but the (degrees) of the ideal 7 and fixed zodiac 
which (is the basis of the calculation) of the aspects, 
(i.e.) the variable longitudinal and time degrees. We, 
however, took the variable and perceptible 5 degrees. 
Thus, when Ptolemy says 8 “ and the sextile which is 
to the right of these 30 degrees,” 0 then he is speaking 
of the ideal (degrees), for these are (degrees) which 
always accurately make 30 degrees together; but the 
variable (degrees) give only an approximate (total). 

But we must now determine the locus more ac¬ 
curately. While there are from V3 29 ;7 to Tã 29 ;7 of 
culminating times 180 degrees of the semicircle, there 
are from V3’29;7 to 8 20; 16 of simultaneously culmi¬ 
nating times, six times 17 ;44, i.e., 106 ;24. Thus, the 
difference between the simultaneously culminating times 
from 8 20;16 to ltf29;7 and the semicircle is 73;36. 
Its third part is 24 ;32 times. If we now subtract the 
24;32 from the given 31 ;20 we find the remainder 6;48. 
Simultaneously with these culminates V3 6\\2>°. Thus 
the beginning of the 9th (locus) will be 1^5* 6; 13. 10 If 
we again subtract from the 6;48 the 24 ,32 we obtain 
the remainder 342; 16. With these culminates F 16 ;46. u 
Thus the beginning of the 8th (locus) will be 13 ;48." 

“The text has here the words “VS3;11 is the beginning of 
the 10th (locus)” which the editors replace by the equally 
meaningless statement “ ~3;11 is the beginning of the lOtli 
(locus).” Obviously this whole phrase does not belong to the 
text. The next sentence is probably only a scholion, lhough 
factually correct. 

7 forjTov. 

9 Tetrabiblos 111,11 Boll-Boer p. 129,20 = 111,10 Robbins p. 
272,6. 

* The 5 4- 25 degrees preceding and following the Horoscopos. 

10 The text has here 6;16. 

11 Should be 13:42. 
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Again subtract the 24 ;32 from the 342 ;16; the remainder 
is 317 ;44. With these culminates TTE 20 ;16 which is 
diametric to the Horoscopos. The diametrically opposite 
points will be the beginnings of the loci below the hori- 
zon, i.e., of II, III, IV, V, VI. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 26 

For Diocletian 145 Thoth (I) 11=a.d. 428 Sep- 
tember 8 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

Text—comp 

O 

UR 14; 19 

tt5 16 ;45 

— 2;20 

d 

X 3 ;4 

X 6;36 

— 3;30 

b 

* 14 ;21 

* 17 

— 2;40 

U 

^ 15 ;41 

=*= 18 

— 2 ;20 

S 

TTR 21 ;6 

TH2 24 

— 2;50 

9 

Sl 25 ;40 

a 29 

— 3;20 

S 

=*= 3 ;37 

=2= 8 

— 4;20 

H 

8 25 ;16beg. 4 h n. 

10 P.M. 


M 

2T 3;37 

2T 2 ;47 


Q 

V3 3 ;41 

V3 6; 13 

— 2 ;30 

conj. 

TT£ 1 ;26 Aug. 26 

: T7£ 4 

— 2 ;30 


In the determination of the 12 loci Rhetorius follows 
a very refined procedure. First he ends the 12th locus 
5 o before the Horoscopos, that is, at 8 20; 16, in ac- 
cordance with a rule in the Tetrabiblos. 12 He then 
determines for the 5th clima (</> = 40;56) the length 
of the seasonal hours corresponding to a solar longitude 
of 8 20; 16. These seasonal hours are now arranged in 
3 groups of two consecutive hours each, and the points 
of the ecliptic are found which culminate simultaneously 
with the end of the 2nd, 4th, and 6th hour. These points 
of the ecliptic are then the boundaries of the loci X, XI, 
and XII. 

The meaning of these operations becomes clear if one 
uses stereographic projection of the celestial sphere from 
its North pole—a procedure well known in the theory 
of the Astrolabe since Ptolemy’s Planisphaerium. In 
fig. 18 the are AB of the parallel circle ABCD repre- 
sents one half the length of daylight if the sun rises at 
A = 8 20; 16. The projection from N of the points 2, 
4. and 6 on the ecliptic gives the boundaries of the last 
three loci. 

The corresponding numerical procedure is as fol¬ 
lows. Using Theon’s Handy Tables we find h = 17;44° 
as the length of one seasonal hour for Clima V and 
A = 8 20 ;16. We determine furthermore the point of 
the equator whose right ascension is the same as for 
A = 8 20; 16 by using the table for sphaera recta and 
find oo=137;44 (actually: right ascension +90°). 13 
We now form three ares of equal length, totalling half 
the length of daylight for Clima V and A = 8 20; 16: 

12 Cf. note 5. 

**Fnr the r^ason cf Almagest TI,9 (p. 144{. Heiberg). 


a 0 = 137 ;44 

^ = 00 — 2// — 137 ;44 — 35 ;2S — 102 ;16 
a> = a.i — 2/í = 66 ;48 
a.i = ao — 2 /í = 31 ;20. 

Using again the table for sphaera recta we can find the 
corresponding points of equal right ascension on the 
ecliptic: 

Ao = 8 20; 16 

Ai= T 13 ;21 14 
Ao=X 4;8 15 
A 3 = V3 29 ;7. 



These are the boundaries of the 10th, llth, and 12th 
locus. 

Rhetorius is surprised that A 3 is not M — 5 o = 
~ 3;37 — 5 = V3 28 ;37. The reason for this dis- 
crepancy escaped him as his irrelevant references to 
Ptolemy show. In fact, two combined effects explain 
the difference. First, Rhetorius’ longitude for M is not 
correct and should be 2 ;47, thus M — 5 = V3 27 ;47. 
Secondly, if M is the culminating point to H, then 
M — 5 o is in general not the culminating point to 
H — 5 o . Indeed, using TheoiTs tables one finds that 
V5’29;4 culminates with 8 20;16 rising, thus a devia- 
tion of only 0 ;3°, caused by the rounding-off of the 
numbers in the tables. 

Having found that VS 29 ;7 is the endpoint of the 10th 

14 Should be 13;23. The text interpolates as if the tabular 
difference were 1 and not 0;55. 

15 Probably scribal error for 4;50 which would be the result 
of using 1 as tabular difference. The accurate value would be 
4 ;53. 
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locus (which contains M) Rhetorius determines the 
excess of 180° 16 over 6 /í and finds 

180 — 6/í — ISO— 106 ;24 = 73 ;3ó 
and from this 

ZW = £ • 73 ;36 = 24 ;32. 

Proceeding as before he then forms 

a 4 *= a 3 2/í' — 31 ;20 — 24 ;32 — 6 ;48 
a 5 = a 4 — 2/í' = 366 ;48 — 24 ;32 = 342 ;16 
Of, = a 5 — 2 /í' = 317 ;44 

and finds for the corresponding points of the ecliptic 
with equal right ascension from the table of sphaera 
recta 

A 4 = V5* 6 ;13 
As = & 16;46 17 
A 6 = m 20; 16 

as limits of the 7th, 8th, and 9th locus. We see that 
A6-f-5° = Tr[25;16 = H-f- 180 as it should be. 

The reason for this procedure is evident from figure 
18. In order to end at the setting point E diametrically 
opposite to the rising point A we must use the diameter 
AC and then divide BC = 180 — AB into three equal 
parts each of length 2 /í'. The projections of the dividing 
points are the endpoints of the loci VII to IX. 

No. L 431 

Vettius Valens, Additamenta, Kroll p. 365,3 ío 28 

TRANSLATION 

Example 2. 1 Year of Diocletian 147, Tybi (V) 14 
to 15, 3rd hour of night, clima 4. Sun in Capricorn 
19 ;2, moon in Taurus 23 ;30. (preceding) conjunction 
in Capricorn 9;29. {From conjunction to the day and 
hour of birth [10] days}. 2 I inquire how many rising 
times there are from sun to moon in the 4th clima, and 
I found 6 time-degrees. These 6 time (-degrees) I wrote 
down as solar gnomon. Then again taking the time- 
degrees of the point diametrically opposite to the sun. 
because it was a nocturnal birth, I found for the 19th 
degree of Câncer 17 ;53 time-degrees. 3 Multiplying these 
by twelve I found 215 time-degrees. 4 These 215 time- 
degrees I multiplied by the 3 hours of the nativity, 
making 645. Subtract one circle, i.e., 360; remaining 
are 285 time-degrees. These I write down as horoscopic 

18 Incorrectly interpreted as the arc from V3 29 ;7 to Sõ29;7 
rather than from 8 20; 16 to TTl. 20 ;16. 

17 Error for 13;42. 

No. L 431 

1 Example 1 is a simple mimerical example (Kroll p. 364,24 ff.) 
concerning the determination of the Horoscopos. No specific 
date can be associated with it. 

8 The text here is confused. 

3 The Handy Tables of Theon give 17 ;55 and this is indeed 
the value used later on; cf. notes 4 and 5. 

* The product would be 214 ;36 but 17;55 • 12 = 215. 


gnomon. Since the horoscopic gnomon exceeds the solar 
gnomon, the 3rd hour of the birth requires subtraction. 
Thus subtract two-thirds of one hour from the 10 days 
which the moon is distant from conjunction until the 
day and hour of birth and do not compute 3 hours of 
night but (only) 2\. And so you do thus: sun in Capri¬ 
corn 19 ;2. Time-degrees of Câncer, because it is a 
night birth, 17;55. 5 Multiply it by 2£ hours; it makes 
41 ;48 time-degrees. 6 Add the rising time of Câncer 
93 ;7, 7 making together 134 ;55 time-degrees. With these 
I enter (the table) of the 4th clima and find as Horo¬ 
scopos Leo 23 ;0 degrees. 8 With these 23 degrees I 
entered the table for Leo 9 and find correspondingly 22 
sixtieth parts, that is % %o> and 73 years 11 months. 
Looking for the proportional part I did thus. The Horo¬ 
scopos Leo 23 (has) 16;45 time-degrees. 10 These I 
multiplied by 12 making 201. These I multiply by ]/ 3 
Vzo ; the y 3 makes 67 years and the 34 o (is) 6 years 
two-thirds (and) Ho- 11 Together it makes 73 years 
two-thirds (and) 34 o- 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 27 

For Diocletian 147 Tybi (V) 14 = 431 January 9 
9 p.m. one obtains 

Text Computed Text—comp. 

O V? 19;2 V3 21 —2 o 

C 8 23 ;30 8 25,T0 — 1 ;40. 

The preceding conjunction 9 days earlier (430 Decem- 
ber 31 = Tybi 5) occurred in V? 11 (text: V3 9;29). 

For the astrological commentary cf. the Commentary 
to No. L 419. 

No. L 440 

CCAG 8,4 p. 221,1 to p. 224,20 

TRANSLATION 

113. 1 Nativity of a grammarian. 

This person 2 was a poor grammarian of Thebes until 
32 years (of age). At 33 years he married and began 
to rise at Athens, and then fleeing to Byzantium was 
associated with a great man, and, pretending to be a 
wizard or one initiated, he became quaestor, then cônsul, 

6 Correct for Zõ 19; cf. note 3. 

8 Accurately 41 ;48,20. Kroll’s “ correction ” of 48 to 42 is 
wrong. 

7 Correct for Zõ 19 and clima IV. 

8 The rising time for Sl 23 is indeed 134 ;55. 

* It is the table given on p. 324 of Kroll’s edition (line 25 
which corresponds to 23°). 

10 Correct according to the Handy Tables. 

11 Indeed 201/30 = 6 ;42. 

No. L 440 

1 From Rhetorius. 

8 Pamprepios, as identified by A. Delatte; cf. the Commentary. 
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then patrician and later, at 44 % years was put to death 
in camp as traitor. He was a villain. 

Sun in Libra 5 ;8, moon in Taurus 8;4, Saturn in 
Taurus 25, Júpiter in Libra 23 ;8, Mars in Capricorn 
26 ;8, Venus in Scorpio 26, Mercury in Libra 23, Horo- 
scopos in Aquarius 23 ;30, Midheaven in Sagittarius 3 
5 ;3, full moon in Aries 2 ;42, (Lot of) Fortune in Virgo 
26;34, 4 Daimon in Câncer 20;34, 5 exaltation of the 
nativity in Virgo, Lot of destroyer in Aquarius. 

Investigating the preceding nativity I found the moon 
and Saturn and Venus and Mars in apoklima by degree, 
and by sign moon and Saturn and Venus in center. 6 
And the sun and Mercury and Júpiter (in = 2 =) were in 
apoklima by sign; 7 and by degree the sun happened 
to be at the epanaphora of the setting center. 8 I see 
then that Saturn is ruler of the Horoscope (£? 9 ) and 
the first triangle (£T, X, = 2 =) ruler 10 — the Horoscopos 
and the luminary (O) being in trine, indicating the 
first period of life — in apoklima of lower center (X), 
and is retrograde and injured by Mars because of the 
equilateral triangle, and further that [Venus] (in TTb) 
is also its (Saturn’s) ruler and ruler of the moon 11 
(in 8 ) (both) being in opposition to it. 12 Hovv could 
he not have had a hard first period of life and not been 
a fugitive in many places with the moon opposed by its 
own house ruler. [In this way the whole life of the 
grammarian is discussed; 13 of astronomical details we 
hear that Taurus has the rising time 25 and Scorpio 
35. 14 Virgo and Libra 38;20, 15 that Júpiter is at evening 
rising 16 — actually the planet is near last visibility in 
the evening.] 


s The correct sign of the text (/') was mistakenly emended 
to Taurus by the editors. 

4 Should be 26;26 because \h 4- — ^q) = ~ 23 ;30 

4-7*2;56° = ttb 26;26. The error is caused by dittography of 
the following number. 

6 From = 23 ;30 — 7'2 ;56° = ^ 20 ;34. 

# Counting simply signs M and IMC would be (9) and 
8 ( h and í ) respectively. 

7 Cf. the preceding note. 

8 The sun in = 2 = 5 is 41 ;30° distant from A = £\. 23 ;30 thus in 
the second 30-degree section following a center. By signs, how- 
ever, ^ is the third sign from Sl. 

* Aquarius is a house of Saturn. 

10 Saturn is the ruler of this triangle at daytime, as is the 
case in this nativity. 

11 Because Saturn and moon are in 8, a house of Venus. 

1S We are following here Delatte p. 67 note 5 in retaining the 
Kti/iévwv of the manuscript while the published text has icei/ién) v. 

13 A translation of the whole horoscope is given by Delatte- 
Stroobant [1] p. 65 to 70. 

14 P. 222,15 and p. 224,6. Correct for both Systems A and B 
in clima I. 

15 P. 224.9 f.; correct for System A, clima I. 

»« p ?2?,23 


COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 27 

The date of this horoscope has been determined by 
Delatte and Stroobant [1] who also identified the 
“ grammarian ” as the poet Pamprepius who rose to a 
powerful position as follower of Illus and Leontius, but 
soon perished when disaster overtook their revolt. For 
the historical discussion cj. RE 18,3 col. 409 ff. 


For 440 September 29, 4 p.m. one finds: 


Text 

Computed 

Text — 
comp. 

O 

^ 5;8 

=^ 8 

— 3 o 

d 

8 8:4 

8 10;30 

— 2;30 

b 

8 25 

8 27 

— 2 

U 

=^23 ;8 

=2=26 

— 3 

6 

VS 26 ;8 

VS28 

— 2 

9 

TTl 26 

m 24 

+ 2 

9 

= 2 = 23 

= 2 = 27 

— 4 

H 

23 ;30 

about 4 p.m. 


M 

# 5 ;3 

correct for about <f) == 27 17 


moon 

T 2;42 

Sept. 27 4 h a.m. v 5 ;30 

— 3 


The case of Venus is of interest since the text must be 
based on tables which allow an elongation of 51° where 
Ptolemy’s tables (Almagest XII, 10) would only lead 
to 46:30 (in agreement with the above given result). 
A maximum elongation of 50° is assumed by Theon of 
Smyrna (p. 296 Martin), by Chalcidius with reference 
to Heraclides Ponticus (p. 206 f. Mullach) and by 
Cleomedes (p. 226 Ziegler). 

No. L 463 

CCAG 8,4 p. 224,21 to p. 225,5 

TRANSLATION 

Nativity of a non-viable. 1 ’ 2 

This was the child of a king and died at 5 % months 3 
in Byzantium. Year of Diocletian 179, month April 25, 
7th hour of the day. Sun Taurus 3, moon Capricorn 23, 
Saturn Aquarius 26, Júpiter Virgo 17, Mars Aries 1, 
Venus Aries 15. Mercury Taurus 26, Horoscopos Leo 
26, Midheaven Taurus 17, ascending node Aquarius 24, 

17 Corresponding to the birthplace of Pamprepius, Panopolis 
in the Thebais. 

No. L 463 

1 CCAG 8,1 p. 77, F. 24 T : “ Est ultimum cap. operis Rhetorii.” 

* Cf., e.g., CCAG 8,2 p. 61 ff. irepl àrpótpuv (from Hcphacstion). 
Cf. also No. L 482, note 10. 

3 The text has nrivuiv *' ç' which only can mean 5à months 
(=5 months 5 days). The editor refers to p. 221.7 where èrüv 
nò' íktov means, of course, 441 years (=44 years 2 months). 
From this he then seems to conclude that Íktov always means 
“ menses duo ”! Once being on the wrong track he further 
suggests that our nativity concerns a child of Leo I and Verina, 
born 464 April 25, which died at the age of 2 years and 2 
months! The text, however, says only 5à months and concerns 
the date 463( !> April 25. 
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(prececling) full moon at the 6th liour of niglit Libra 
24 ;36, (Lotof) Fortune Taurus 16, 4 Daimon Sagittarius 
6,® Exaltation (of the nativity) Leo 11.° 

Explanation : The triangle rulers ( U ) of the Horo- 
scopos (Sl ^ T) and ( 9 and the moon) of (the tri¬ 
angle of) the luminary of the sect 7 (the moon) were 
in apoklima (namely the moon) and opposing them- 
selves (being in opposition to their own houses: U, 9 , 
and the moon) and under the aspect of Mars (the moon 
in k?). 

COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 27 


For Diocletian 179 = a.d. 463 April 25 1 p.m. one 
finds 


Text 

Computed 

Text— 
comp. 

O 

8 3 

8 6 

— 3 

d 

VS22> 

24 

— 1 

b 

£? 26 

2T 28 

— 2 

u 

TTJ2 17 

TTJ2 19 

— 2 

s 

V 1 

T 3 

_2 

9 

T 15 

T 10 

+ 5 

$ 

8 26 

8 26 

0 

H 

Sl 26 7 h dav 

1 P.M. 


M 

8 17 

8 18 ;20 8 


a 

24 

26 ;30 

— 2;30 

full moon: 

=£= 24;366 h n 

ight April 19 1 l h a.m. 




25 ;40 

— 1 


No. L 474 

CCAG 1 p. 102 

TRANSLATION 

57. 1 Katarche of a (voyage by) ship. 

A person left Caesarea, 1 * 191 st year of Diocletian, 
month October 1. fifth [liour] of day[time]. 2 Sun in 
=£=[...], <T nr 27;36, b in 25 27, U in 77£ 16;30, Mars 
in T 3 17 ;30, 9 in Sl 23;30, 9 in 25;30, Horoscopos 


4 From A, = Sl 26 4- (V5 23— 8 3) = 8 16. 

6 From A» = Sl 26 — (V3 23— 8 3) = ^6. 

8 The exaltation oí the sun is d 19; thus the sun in d 3 is 16° 
behind its exaltation and the exaltation of the nativity shoulcl 
be in a 26— 16 = a 10 and not in a 11. 

7 We are dealing with a daytime birth, thus the day-ruler of 
the triangle in question (VSRE8) is chosen, i.e., the moon 
(in VS). 

8 Using Theon’s tables for Byzantium; Clima 5 would lead to 
d 19 ;20. H = a 25, instead of a 26, would give for Byzantium 
M = d 17. 

No. L 474 

1 From Palchus. Cf. also the special discussion of ships by 
Demetrius CCAG 8,3 p. 98 note 1. 

18 Presumably in Palestine. 

- This is the ohvious interpretation oí the text and confirmed 
by the position of sun and M, as well as by the longitude of the 
moon. 

8 So correctly in the text: the edition gives Gemini. 


^ 6, Midheaven 77]? 22, & 25 12;30. Because the í 
happened to be in the terms of b and in the (12th) 
locus of Bad Genius and in slow motion 4 it made the 
(ship ha ve) storm and delay in the voyage. And the 
diametrical aspect of á (in T) to 5 (in =£=) made 
the oars(?) of the boat suffer (damage) and made 
quarrcls and fights occur in the ship. But [this aspect] 
did not harm the Katarche because of the ruler of the 
Horoscopos (lí 5 ). And 9 being found in a dry sign 
(«71) 6 and [the moon 7 (in 171) ] in aspect with b (in 

25) and $ (in T) 8 [.]. Throvvn 

on land lie was loved by a woman because the quartile 
aspects (of the moon in T71) were dry and beneficent 
(9 in Sl ). 9 And the bicorporeal sign of the Horo¬ 
scopos (^) and of U (in TT^) made him embark on 
another ship at Abydos 10 and when the d came into 
= 2 = in diameter to $ (in 8 ) according to computa- 
tion u (?), while S in 8 was in diameter to the (T 
(in 771) according to computation 11 ( ?), the exit from 
equi-zonal (signs, = 2 = and 8 ) and also the entrance into 
equi-zonal signs (TT1 and T) took place. 12 

COM MENTARY 


Diagram: pl. 27 


For the given date, Diocletian 191 = 
ber 1, 5th hour of daytime one finds: 

a. d. 474 13 Octo- 

Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

O [...] 

= 10 


d 171 27; 36 

Til 30 

— 2;30 

b 5 27 

25 30 

— 3 

U 77)? 16 ;30 

n is 

— 1 ;30 

<5 T 17 ;30 

T 19 

— 1 ;30 

9 Sl 23 ;30 

Sl 26 

— 2;30 

5 ^ 25 ;30 

771 2 ;30 

— 7 

H ^ 6 

about ll h a.m. 


M 77]? 22 

T7E 23 


Si 25 12 ;30 

25 15 ;20 

— 2;50 


* The equation of center is found to be about —5 o . 

8 Sagittarius is a house of Júpiter. 

8 According to CCAG 1 p. 165,16 all signs from T to RI are 
“ dry ” with the only exception of 25. 

7 For the importance of the moon cf. CCAG 1 p. 100,21 to 23 
and CCAG 8.3 p. 98 note 1. 

8 The meaning of this passagc is perhaps: both Venus and 
moon are in dry signs, Venus in aspect with Mars, the moon in 
aspect with Saturn. 

* The újrò inserted by Kroll should be eliminated. 

10 At the Hellespont; cf. the Commentary. 

11 irriin occurs in Vettius Valens for “ composition, computa¬ 
tion ’’ of a table (e.g., p. 24,18 and p. 295,3 and 4 “ computation 
of Table I"). 

12 “ Equi-zonal signs” are defined in CCAG 1 p. 153,27. Cf. 
also P. Mich. 149, XVI where we find the same zonal arrange- 
ment explained as based on the planetary houses; thus and d 
are associated. and Rl and T. What is meant is probably that 
the moon tnoved from =£= into Rl while Mars had retrograded 
from d into T. 

18 Incorrectly stated as a. D. 475 in CCAG 1 p. 102 note. 
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Note that all planetary positions are given in the text 
with an accuracy of 4 degree. Of interest is the de- 
termination of M. Using the Handy Tables of Tlieon 
one finds for M in clima 4 (Rhodes, <f> == 36) TTJ 20 
and for clima 5 (Hellespont, «£ = 40;56) 77$ 23 ;30. 
Since Abydos on the Hellespont lias a latitude of 
<f> = 40 the value TTJ2 22 can be explained as the result 
of interpolation (accurately 7Tg 22 ;50). 

No. L 475 

CCAG 1, p. 103,1 to 30 

TRANSLATION 

58. 1 Inquiry about a Katarche concerning fear for a 

journey to Athens. 

Year of Diocletian 19[ 1 ], month Epiphi (XI) 22, 
first hour of the day. The sun 21 of Câncer, the moon 

21 of Gemini, Saturn [.] 17 of Leo, Mercury 

6of Câncer, [_] the ascending node [... ] of Gemini. 

Investigating first of all the Lot of Fortune, I found it 
in the 12th [locus] which is a very watery sign (EL). 
And you will find this configuration set forth in the 7th 
chapter of the Karap^alr 

[There follows a discussion of astrological details from 
which vve quote:] but since the lords of the hour ( $ 3 ) 
and of the moon (O 4 ) were in apoklima, they indicated 
that the inquiry was about foreign (places 5 ). I said 
that they suggested danger and loss and damage because 
Mars and Saturn were in the Horoscopos. And again 

[.] because of the presence of Venus (in £1) and 

because of the moon contacting (the quartile of lí) 
toward Júpiter, they had fallen into trouble and, given 
15 [days ?], they were saved. [In the following discus¬ 
sion, which also quotes Dorotheus, it is shown what the 
ship must have carried, e.g., four-footed animais— and 
indeed it brought camels. ] Observing the diametrical and 
the quartile position of the moon, 6 to be such that the 
sun would come to its own house (a. the place of) the 
Horoscopos, I said when the moon would be in Sagit- 
tarius or Pisces the ship would arrive. And when the 
moon carne into Sagittarius they arrived. If one peruses 
the chapters of the ancients one will find not a few 
excellent suggestions. 


1 From Palchus. 

s Dr. Weinstock suggests chapter 7 of the same compilation, 
published CCAG 5,3 p. 126 f. = CCAG 11,1 p. 270f. 

3 The day in question is a Wednesday; thus Mercury rules the 
first hour of the day. 

4 The sun is in EL, the house of the moon. 

8 See for this significance of apoklima Bouché-Leclercq, AG 

p. 455. 

8 After 15 days the moon would be in tf, in quartile to Júpiter 

(in TTE). The diametrical position would be reached in X- 


COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 27 

The date of this horoscope is given in the text as 
Diocletian 190 Epiphi (XI) 22 which corresponds to 
a.d. 474, July 16. 7 The given positions, however, require 
a date one year later; thus one must rcad Diocletian 
191 8 Epiphi 22 which corresponds to a.d. 475 July 16, 
a Wednesday. 

The text contains many lacunae. Obviously there is 
something missing between the mention of Saturn and 
that of Mercury. 9 Probably one can restore “ Saturn [in 

a ..Júpiter in 775 _, Mars in 5b ...Yenus] in 

5b 17.” After Mercury we can supply “ [Horoscopos in 
5b The elongation of the moon from the sun is 

30° and therefore the Lot of Fortune must be located 
in 5b ± 30, thus either in £5 or in 77$. From line 7 we 
know that the Lot of Fortune fell in the 12th locus 
which is EL, a humid sign. 10 Thus the Lot of Fortune 
was computed according to the formula 

Ap = An + (Aí — A 0 ) 

as is to be expected for daylight ( cf . p. 8). 

For 475 July 16 one obtains the following positions: 

Text Computed Text—comp. 


O 

s 

21 

£5 24 

— 3 

<r 

X 

21 

X 23 ,30 

— 2;30 


a 

[••] 

a 4 


n 

[n 


77E 27 


s 

[5b 

•-] 

a 17 


9 

[a] 

17 

a 22 

— 5 

9 

s 

6 

a 16 

— 10 

H 

[a 


about 8 a.m. 


Q 

X 

[••] 

X 30 



No. L 478 

CCAG 6, p. 64,26 to p. 65,21 

TRANSLATION 

Another 1 Katarche, concerning the lost linen of 

a (slave) girl. 

Year of Diocletian 195 Thoth (I) first day [to] 
second, 4th hour of night. The sun in Virgo 14 degrees, 
the moon in Pisces 9, Saturn in Virgo 11, Júpiter in 
Sagittarius 26, Mars in Libra 2 20, Venus in Virgo 24, 

7 Not 475 July 17 as stated CCAG 1, p. 103 apparatus to line 
3 [read 2]. 

8 A similar error — 190 for 195 — happened in No. L 479, cod. 
Vindob. 

* This lacuna is, however, not indicated by the editors. 

10 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 155; cf. also Vettius Valens 
p. 8,23 ff. 

No. L 478 

1 Referring to No. L487. From Palchus; chapter 164 in 
Vindob. 

2 Error for Gemini; cf. note 11. 
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Mercury in Leo 18. Horoscopos in Taurus 28, Micl- 
heaven in Aquarius [14], 3 ascending node in Aries, Lot 
of Fortune in Scorpio. 4 The Lot of Fortune falling in 
the setting sign (Tq) indicated the inquiry (to be) 
about something out of sight; and that the luminaries 
were in aspcct with the Horoscopos, 5 (as was) also its 
ruler (9 6 in ífE), indicated that the thief was in the 
household and not from outside; and that the moon at 
full moon 7 (in X) was in contact with (the diameter 
of) Saturn (HE — X ) at evening setting 8 indicated that 
the thief was an old man. Since then Saturn was in 
the house of Mercury (nE) (it indicated) that the thief 
was an educated person and a rascai and frustrated in 
intercourse. Againthe terms of the moon ( $ 9 ) showed 
that the stolen article belonged to a woman, and the ruler 
of the terms of the moon and of the Horoscopos ( 9 ) 
being in depression (HE) showed that the loser was a 
humble person or slave and that the lost article was old 
and wretched because it ( 9 ) was in evening phase. 10 
And the following configurations caused the finding of 
it. First the moon moving toward the ruler ( S in X) 
of the receiving house ( T 11 ) and in aspect to the ruler 
of the Lot of Fortune (n\), Mars, 12 and its likeness ( ?) ; 
and the sun (in rrp) being in the aspect of trine to the 
Horoscopos ( 8 ) and in sextile to the (Lot of) Fortune 
(rq) and in company with the ruler of the Horoscopos 
( 9 °), and diametrical to the moon (in X). by every 
scheme made the finding quick. And because the ruler 
of the Horoscopos ( 9 ) happened to be in its own tri- 
angle (TTEk? 8) and the house ruler 13 ( U ) of the 
moon (in X 14 ) was in its own house (<*'), the finding 
took place. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 27 

In several códices 13 there is preserved a group of six 


8 From diagram in Vindob. (unpublished). 

4 From Ar = Xn — (Xç — X 0 ) = 8 28 — 5*25° = J 3 it fol- 
lows either that only signs were counted (Ar = 8 —6* = TT\) 
or that Xq = ttb 14 is an error for Trç 4 (thus Ar = n\. 23) as is 
suggested by computation (cf. note 18). 

6 The sun (in Trç) in trine, the moon (in X) in sextile. 

4 Taurus is a house of Venus. 

7 The moment of the Katarche falis only a few hours before 
full moon. At full moon Saturn in TTRll is in close “contact” 
with the line from the sun (in TTJ 2 4 or 14) to the moon (in 
opposition). 

8 Saturn in trçll (with sun in TTg 4 or 14) is obviously past 
evening setting but moving toward morning rising. 

9 The moon in X 9 is in the terms of Venus. 

10 Venus was indeed evening star not very long after evening 
rising. 

11 The moon is moving from X toward T which is a house 
of Mars and Mars was in X, and hence the next planet to be 
met by the moon. 

18 The moon in X is in quartile to Mars in X- 

18 The text has again “ ruler of the receiving house.” 

14 A house of Júpiter is X- 
16 Cf. CCAG 6 p. 63 note 1 


horoscopes 10 collected by Palchus. Their dates in 
chronological order are 


(II) 478 Aug. 29 
(VI) 479 July 14 

(III) 483July8 

(IV) 484July 18 
(V) 486 March 17 

(I) 487 Sept. 5 


theft 

ship from Alexandria toSmyrna 
taming of a little lion 
coronation of Leontius 
Theodoros, praefect of Alexan¬ 
dria 

incorrect prediction concerning 
a letter 


where the roman numbers in ( ) indicate the arrange- 
ment in a manuscript in Vienna. 17 

The date of the earliest one, translated above, is given 
as Diocletian 195 Thoth (I) 1 to 2 = 478 August 29, 
4th hour of night. For it one finds 


Text 

O HE 14 18 

d X 9 

h HE 11 

U J 26 

& [ X ] 19 20 

9 TTE 24 

S Sl 18 

H 8 28 

M 14 
Q T 


Computed 

HE 7 
X 11 
HE 14 
* 28 
X 22 
HE 28 
a 19 

about 11 p.m. 
correct for Syene 
T 29 ;40 


Text—comp. 

+ 7 18 
— 2 

— 3 

— 2 
— 2 

— 4 

— 1 


No. L 479 

CCAG 1 p. 103/104, 

including variants from Cod. Vindob. 1, foi. 300 v /301 r 

(CCAG 6 p. 14) 


TRANSLATION 1 

59. 2 Another 3 inquiry, in Smyma regarding fear 
about a ship; for it was expected long before to arrive 
from Alexandria and had not arrived. 

Year of Diocletian 195 4 Epiphi (XI) 20, 3rd hour 
of the day, Saturday. Sun Câncer 19, moon Scorpio 16, 
Saturn Virgo 16, Mars Virgo 18, Júpiter Aquarius 8, 
Venus Gemini 6, Mercury Leo 4, 5 retrograde, Horo- 


14 As a seventh example is added the horoscope of Hadrian 
(Xo. L76), from an older collection. 

17 Cf. CCAG 6 p. 14 (F. 292 v.). 

ls Cf. note 4; the emendation TTg4 would lead to the expected 
deviation of —3. 

18 Text and diagram give = 2 = but the astrological discussion 
uses correctly X- 

No. L 479 

1 In general we follow the text published in CCAG 1 (F). 

*From Palchus (cf. CCAG 1, p. 53F. 193). He is not men- 
tioned in the manuscript V which assigns the number 164 to 
this chapter. 

8 This is a reference to No. L 475. 

4 V, incorrectly, 190. Cf. also No. L475. 

s Text and diagram (unpublished) in V give Sl a where the 
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scopos Virgo 2, 6 Midheaven Taurus 26, 7 ascending node 
Aries 11, {conjunction EZ ll}, 8 Lot of Fortune Sagit- 
tarius 29. 9,10 Taking the ruler of the day (and of the 
first hour) and the ruler of the (3rd) hour — Saturn 
and Mars 11 — and again having observed Saturn and 
Mars to be in the Horoscopos (Trç) and the moon 
moving tovvard Saturn, 12 hence I said that the ship had 
met with a great storm, but that it was saved because 
Yenus (in X) in Midheaven 8 and moon (in T1X) were 
in aspect to Júpiter (in £7) and the moon’s 13 (position 
on the) seventh day was moving away from 13 Júpiter 14 
and its 15 dodecatemorion was also moving away from 15 
Júpiter. 16 And that the problem of the Katarche con- 
cerned a ship out of sight, observe that the Lot of 
Fortune was in Sagittarius, with which Argo rises; 17 
and furthermore, the ruler ( 2í ) of it (Argo) 18 was in 
a very watery sign (£?). Having observed that the 
Horoscopos was in a bicorporeal sign (TT$) {and that 
the ruler of the Horoscopos ( 5 ) 19 was retrograde, and 
the ruler of Midheaven ( tf ), 20 Venus, was in a bicor¬ 
poreal sign (X)} 21 and the ruler (lí) 18 of the (Lot 
of) Fortune (in ) was in a bicorporeal sign 22 and 
(the planet) which receives the ruler of the Lot of For¬ 
tune 23 was in a bicorporeal sign {and the house ruler 
of the moon ( S ) was in a bicorporeal sign (TTJ2)} 21 
I said that they would change from ship to ship. And 


because Virgo 24 was a winged sign and also 23 Sagit¬ 
tarius 20 I said they were bringing some feathered things 
with them. And because the moon was in the {house of 
Mars (TT\) and} 21 terms of Mercury I said they were 
probably bringing books and papyrus with them and 
some bronze objects because of Scorpio. Having noted 
that Asclepius 27 was rising with the moon (in T1\) I said 
that they were bringing medicai implements with them. 
And (as to) when it ought to come, I said the moon 
would be in Aquarius {or Pisces; in because of its 
(the moon's position on the) seventh day 28 and because 
the Lot of Fortune (in ^) was moving 29 toward Júpi¬ 
ter (in ,77) ; in X because of its motion toward its own 
house ruler. 30 And they arrived on the 8th day (the 
moon being) in 77} 31 and being asked they spoke {about 
the delay and said that there was an upheaval at sea,} 32 
and, as the sea parted, the rudder 33 struck a rock and 
was broken and they were greatly driven by the storm. 
Having reached a harbor 34 they transferred the cargo 
to another ship on which they carne, bringing, indeed, 
ostrich feathers and plain papyrus, because Mercury was 
retrograde, and cooking implements. because of Scorpio, 
and a shipload of medicai supplies, because of Asclepius 
and Hygeia. 27 

COM MENTARY 


editors of CCAG 1 p. 104,2 assume a lacuna and then read 
õv(tikòs). 

* V, incorrectly: 12; cf. note 9 and note 7. 

7 The diagram of V gives 8 7, the text 7 only, leaving a blank 
space for the zodiacal sign. For H = TTE 12 (cf. the preceding 
note) one would obtain M = X 8;30 but never 8 7. 

8 Omitted in F. 

•From Af = Trç2 4- (tti 16 — EZ 19) = Trç2 + 117 = 29. 

10 V adds here the sentence ‘‘Midheaven falis either in the 
9th locus (counting by degrees) or in the tenth ” (counting by 
signs). 

11 This is correct as is seen from the fact that the day in 
question is a Saturday, which means that Saturn is the ruler 
of the first hour, to be followed by Júpiter, Mars, the sun, etc. 

13 Saturn was in TTJ2, Júpiter in 22 ; thus the moon in P). is 
approaching lí, not h- 

13 Following the text of V: avríjc àvò instead of avrwv irpò s 

in F (CCAG 1 p. 104,8) ; cf. note 15. 

14 Seven days later (July 21) the moon is in about 22 17, thus 
past Júpiter in 22 8. 

18 V has here avrrjt iri\iv QiptoOai ànò for avrüv npòs in F 
(p. 104,9) ; cf. note 13. 

18 The dodecatemorion of the moon (in n\ 16) is 8 28, thus 
beyond Júpiter (in z8). 

17 Cf. No. L 118. 

18 Argo rises with Sagittarius and Sagittarius is a house of 
Júpiter. 

18 Virgo is a house of Mercury. 

30 Taurus is a house of Venus. 

31 Omitted in V. 

33 This is an error because 22 is not a bicorporeal sign. It is 
the Lot of Fortune itself which is located in a bicorporeal sign 

O*). 

33 The ruler of the Lot of Fortune, Júpiter, is in 22 , a house 
of Saturn. Thus Saturn is the planet which receives Júpiter, 
and Saturn is in Trp, a bicorporeal sign. 


Diagram: pl. 28 


For Diocletian 195 Epiphi (XI) 20 = a.d. 479 July 
14 35 9 a.m. one finds 


Text 


Computed 

Text— 
comp. 

O S 

19 

5 22 

— 3 

<r 

TIL 

16 

TTI 19 

— 3 

*> 

Trç 

16 

TTJ2 20 

— 4 

3 

TTB 

18 

n 10 

+ 8 

U 77 

8 

77 10 

— 2 

9 

X 

6 

X 8 

— 2 

$ 

a 

4 retrogr. 

a 10 retrogr. 

— 6 


24 Following V; F has here Venus. 

26 V: Kal ; F : /carà. 

20 For this classification cf. CCAG 1 p. 166,31 f. 

27 Both Asclepius and Hygeia are equivalent names for Ophiu- 
chus. Cf., e.g., Gundcl, I1T p. 65,18 f.: “ Ab octavo usque ad 
decimum (gradum Scorpionis) Ophiuchus et Aesculapius et 
Sanitas et duo Dracones perplexi.” Furthermore Gundel in 
RE 18,1 col. 661,10-50 and 662,56-663,13. 

28 Cf. note 14. 

28 With increasing elongation X^ —Xq, the Lot of Fortune 
moves in the direction of increasing longitudes. 

30 The Lot of Fortune is in a house of Júpiter, and it moves 
(cf. the preceding note) toward Júpiter (in 22 ) whose second 
house is X. 

31 Omitted in F. 

32 Following V; F has a slightly different version. 

33 “ The rudder of the ship ”: V. 

34 “ Stopping place” (iviiov) : V. 

35 In CCAG 1 p. 103 incorrectly given as a.d. 480(!) July 
15(1). 
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LI TER AR Y SOURCES : 


» 


Text— 

Text 

Computed 

comp. 

H TTJ2 2 3 h day 

about 9 a.m. 


M 8 26 

correct for Bvzant. 


Q> T 11 

T 12 ;47 

_2 

prec. conj. Zõ 11 

J uly 5: Zõ 13 

— 2 


No. L 482 

CCAG 8,1 p. 240,17 to 28 

TRANSLATION 

As: 1 sun 29;43 2 of Pisces, tcrms of Saturn, moon 6 
of Libra, terms of Saturn. 3 Saturn 25 of Libra, terms 
of Yenus, Júpiter 28 of Aries, 4 terms of Saturn, Mars 
29 of Pisces, terms of Saturn, Venus 15 of Taurus, 
terms of Júpiter, Mercury 20 of Pisces, terms of Mars, 
Horoscopos 6 of Virgo, terms of Mercury, Midheaven 
2 of Gemini, terms of Mercury, Lot of Fortune 12 of 
Pisces, 5 terms of Venus. 6 We find Saturn receiving, in 
its terms only, sun and moon; and in its terms and 
triangle and exaltation sun (in X), Mars (in X), 
Mercury (in X ) ; in triangle the Horoscopos. 7 Then 
Saturn and Venus will be house rulers, that is Saturn 
ruling and Venus ruling with him, and the two according 
to the horimaia 8 each one forecast death. And this is 
in the 4th chapter 9 on non-viables. 10 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 28 
For 482 March 21 one finds 


Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

G X 29 ;43 

T 2 

— 2 

d — 6 

=*= 8 

— 2 

* — 25 

=== 29 

— 4 


1 From Rhetorius, in a chapter (No. 19) entitled “ On nativi- 

ties having no house ruler, according to Valens.” 

3 The edition has 20 ;43 but the photo of P shows clearly 29 ;43. 

3 Libra 6 is the boundary between the terms of Saturn and 
Mercury; cf. the commentary to No. 46. 

4 The edition has Taurus but both computation and “ terms ” 
require Aries. The photo of P shows a sign which is definitely 
not d but T. 

6 From Ar = TTE 6 4- (=£=6 — X29;43) = X 12;17 ~ X 12. 
The edition has incorrectly X 2. 

8 Venus omitted in the edition though given in text. Pisces 12 
is the upper boundary of the terms of Venus; cf. note 3. 

7 The text seems confused. Probably it was stated that O á 5 
(in X) were in a triangle (X Zõni) of Venus and in the sign 
of the exaltation of Venus (X) and that the Horoscopos (in Tip) 
was also in a triangle (Trç V3 d) of Venus. 

'Cf. Tctrabiblos 11,10 Robbins p. 280 = 111,11 Boll-Boer p. 
132,18; Vettius Valens p. 146,32 and p. 342,12; Bouché-Leclercq, 
AG p. 413 f. 

9 Cf. the note of the editors. Still-born or non-viables are 
mentioned in Vettius Valens 1,24 (p. 53,25). Cf. also Cumont, 
Lux perpetua , p. 309 ff. 

10 That is, infants who live less than one year ( cf. Tetrabiblos 
III, 9 ed. Robbins p. 265 = 111.10 ed. Boll-Boer p. 126). 


No. L 479— No. L483 



Text 

Computed 

Text— 
conip. 

U 

[T] 28 

T 30 

— 2 

S 

X 29 

T 1 

— 2 

9 

8 15 

8 18 

— 3 

9 

X 20 

X 19 

+ 1 

H 

Trç 6 

about 5 p.m. 

M 

X 2 

correct for Hellesp. 




No. L 483 



CCAG 6 p. 65,22 to p. 66,15 


TRANSLATION 

About a small lion, whether he will be tamed.* 
Year of Diocletian 199, Epiphi [1J4, 1 lst hour of 
the day. The sun in Libra 2 18, moon in Aquarius 10, 
Saturn in Scorpio 11, Júpiter in Gemini 19, Mars in 
Libra 6, Venus in Leo 7, Mercury in Câncer 18, Horo¬ 
scopos in Leo 2, Midheaven in Aries 24, ascending node 
in Capricorn 23, (preceding) full moon in Capricorn 11, 
Lot of Fortune in Aquarius 29. 3 The Horoscopos (Sl) 
indicated the kind of animal, also the dodekatemoria of 
the Horoscopos, 4 sun (in Zõ 5 ) and moon (in and 
Mars (in =£=) falling in four-footed signs 6 showed that 
the Katarche was about animais. And Venus being in 
the Horoscopos (,SL) and Júpiter (in X) in the (llth 
locus) Agathos Daimon, about to receive the contact 
of the moon 7 indicated tameness; and especially the 
third( ?) of the moon and the seventh( ?) from Venus — 
all this showed that it would be tamed and brought up 
with man; and that the moon and the Lot of Fortune 
happened to be in the setting sign showed that it 

would go abroad on a ship because the setting sign was 
watery. And that the moon (in had left contact 
with Venus (in £l) 8 to make contact with Júpiter (in 
X ) 7 joined the fortunes of the sender and the receiver; 

♦From Palchus. 

1 The text has tirupi S instead of etrupi iS. The year is given 
only by P. 

3 Error for Câncer; also in the (unpublished) diagram in V. 
The emendation Câncer follows e.g., from the position of the 
full moon, the hour, etc.; cf. also note 3. 

3 From Ar = X H + (x^ — \ Q ) = Sl 2 4- 6‘22° = sr 24; the 
number of the text, 29, is perhaps caused by using mistakenly 
Sl 9, the place of Venus, instead of H = Sl 2. For the sun the 
correct longitude Zõ 18, was used. 

4 Because it is Sl 26, thus again in Leo. 

6 Cf. note 2. 

8 According to CCAG 1 p. 166,10 the “four-footed” signs are 
T. 8, Sl, and Thus, neither the sun (in Zõ) nor the moon 
(in -) nor Mars (in =£=) is located in a four-footed sign. The 
dodecatemoria fali in r: for the correct solar position, in 8 
for the erroneous position (= 2 = 18), in X and # for moon and 
Mars respectively. 

7 The quartile of Júpiter (X) will be “connected” (cf. p. 
157) by the moon. 

8 "Contact” is in the case of Venus understood as contact 
with the diameter from 9. 7 ( ç ) »o - 7; for Júpiter :f. note 7. 
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for thc sender was to becoine cônsul and the receiver 
was cônsul. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 28 


For Diocletian 199 Epiphi (XI) [1]4 = , 

x.n. 483 

July 8 one 

obtains 






Text— 

Text 



Computed 

comp. 

O 

[SJ 

18 

£5 16 

+ 2 

d 


10 

£7 14 

— 4 

*> 

TTl 

11 

TTl 4 

+ 7 

u 

X 

19 

X 20 

— 1 

6 


6 

^ 8 

— 2 

9 

Sl 

7 

a 12 

— 5 

$ 

ss 

18 

£^ 24 

— 6 

H 

a 

2 l h day 

about 7 a.m. 


M 

T 

24 

correct for Alex. 


& 

V3 

23 

Itf 25 ;44 

— 2:40 

full moon 

V3 

11 

July 6 2 h a.m. V3 14 

— 3 


The cônsul of the year 483 vvas Anicius Acilius Agina- 
tius Faustus ( cf. RE 6,2 col. 2094. No. 20) in the West, 
Flavius Trocondus in the East (Grumei, Chron.p. 352). 
For related horoscopes cf. No. L 478. 

No. L 484 

CCAG 1 p. 107 f. and CCAG 6 p. 66,16 to p. 67,7 

TRANSLATION 1 

{Katarche 2 of Leontius crowned at Antioch. 3 

This person taking a Katarche from two astrologers 
vvas crowned and immediately expelled from kingship 
and fortune.) 3 Year of Diocletian [200] month Epiphi 
(XI) 24, beginning of the first hour of daylight, 4 sun 
in Câncer 23, 5 moon in Scorpio 6 7, Saturn in Scorpio 
15, Júpiter in Câncer 5, 7 Mars in Câncer 20, 7 Venus in 
Gemini 26, 8 Mercury in Leo 19. Horoscopos in Câncer 
23, Midheaven in Aries ... , 9 ascending node 10 in 
Capricorn 14, conjunction in Câncer, Lot of Fortune 
in Scorpio 17, 11 Daimon in Aries, 12 the exaltation {of 

1 Following, in general, CCAG 6. Cf. also the translation in 
Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 514 ff. The Vindob. gives a diagram 
(unpublished). 

2 CCAG 1: §88 in Palchus. 

* From CCAG 1. 

4 Correct in CCAG 1, meaningless “beginning 11 th day ” in 
CCAG 6. 

8 CCAG 1: 2 (/3) and 6. 

8 CCAG 1 gives erroneously Caneer (as for the sun). 

7 Computation suggests the interchanging of these two numbers; 
cf. the commentary. 

8 CCAG 1: 27. 

9 About T 9 would be correct for Rhodes. 

10 CCAG 1 erroneously: descending node. 

11 Error for 7 since A f = £õ 23 -f- (TTl 7— £õ 23) =Tri.7. If 

sun and H coincide then also the moon (in TTt 7) and the Lot of 

Fortune must fali together. And one cannot change the moons 


the nativity} 3 in Aries. 13 Those who gave the Katarche 
were much misled by the sun and Júpiter and Mars 
being in the Horoscopos (£5) and Mercury in epana- 
phora (.TL) and the moon (in TTl) being in (the 5th 
locus) Agathe Tyche towards Saturn (in TTl) and 
Júpiter 14 (in £3). But they did not turn (their atten- 
tion) first to (the fact that) Mercury (in a), the ruler 
of day and hour, 15 had fallen into passivity, for it had 
its greatest elongation from the sun 18 and vvas in aspect 
only 17 to Saturn (in TTl). And this indicates violent 
death. For Venus (in X) alone 3 vvas not able to 
relieve (the passivity), for the sun (in 2^) radiated in 
betvveen. And further I observed 18 that the moon, 
being ruler of the sun and of the Horoscopos and of 
Júpiter and Mars and of the (preceding) conjunction 
(all in IS 19 ), was in depression (in TTl ) and in (the 
12th locus) Bad Daimon. 20 In ordcr that none of these 
schemata should be effective it did not stiffice(?) that 
sun and Horoscopos and Júpiter were together. 21 

COMMENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 28 


For Diocletian 200 Epiphi (XI) 24 = 484 July 18, 
Wednesday, 6 a.m., one finds 


Text 

O 

£5 

23 

Computed 
£5 26 

Text— 
comp. 
— 3 

d 

TTl 

7 

TTl 11 

— 4 

*> 

TH. 

15 

TTl 14 

+ 1 

U 

55 

5 

£5 17 

— 12 

s 

£õ 

20 

£3 7 

[or + 3] 
+ 13 

9 

X 

26 22 

X 28 

C 

i i 

9 

a 

19 

a 23 

— 4 

H 

£5 

23 

about 6 a.m. 


Q, 


14(!) 

V3 5 ;48 

+ 8 

prec. conj. 

£5 

— 

about July 8: £5 18 



position to TIL 17 since the Daimon would then be moved to X 29 
(cf. note 12). 

12 From A d = \n — (A<j — Xq) = £õ 23 — 104 = T 9. 

12 If sun and H coincide the exaltation of the nativity is always 
in T. 

14 Júpiter (in £õ) is (after Saturn) the next planet to be met 
by the moon. at which time Venus would have passed Júpiter. 
For the importance of these “ contacts ” for a Katarche cf. 
Bouché-Leclercq. AG p. 247 and above No. L483. 

16 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 515 note 2; indeed 484 July 18 
was a Wednesday. 

18 This is indeed almost exactly the case. 

17 Ignoring the moon. 

ia CCAG 1: they did not observe. 

19 The house of the moon. 

20 Counted with respect to the Lot of Fortune which coincides 
with the moon. 

21 There follows, in support, a quotation from Dorotheus, 
translated in Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 516. 

22 or 27. 
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LITERARY SOURCES: No. L 484 — No. L486 


The comparison of the text with the computcd longi¬ 
tudes of Júpiter and Mars suggests the interchange of 
the degree numbers. 

Cumont, in his commentary (CCAG 1 p. 107) says 
that Leontius was crowned in Tarsus (not in Antioch 
as our horoscope incorrectly says) “ anno 483, ut vide- 
tur.” In his original article concerning this text 23 he 
discusses the “ incroyable confusion dans la chronologie 
des événements.” In view of the date of the coronation, 
484 July 18, only 484 seems possible for the reception 
in Antioch. 24 Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 514, following 
Krumbacher, accepts 484 June 27. Our computation 
fixes the date as 484 July 18. 

For related horoscopes cf. No. L478. 

No. L 486 

CCAG 1, p. 100 to 101 * 

TRANSLATION 

31. 1 Katarche when Theodoros the augustalian prefect 

entered Alexandria. 

He began well and he caused prosperity, he was not 
a thief and he was truthful and in good repute with 
the city, but was soon dismissed in disgrace and under 
punishment for thievery. Year Diocletian 202, month 
Phamenoth 25, 2 Monday, first hour, the sun in 26 of 
Pisces, the nioon in 27 of Capricorn, Saturn in 11 of 
Sagittarius, Júpiter in 27 of Leo, Mars in 25 of Aries, 
Venus in 12 of Pisces, Mercury in 23 of Pisces, Horo- 
scopos in 26 of Aries, Midheaven in 10 of Capricorn, 
the ascending node in {32(!) of} 3 Sagittarius, {the 
descending node in 20 of} 3 Virgo, the (Lot of) For¬ 
tune in 27 of Aquarius. 4 Observe that Mars is in the 
Horoscopos (in T) and in its own house 5 and in 
triangular aspect to Júpiter (in Sl) and Saturn (in j 1 ) 
and that Venus (in M 12) and the (Lot of) Fortune 
(in r2 7) are in Agathos Daimon 6 and that the moon 
is in Midheaven (V3) and that Júpiter (in Cl) and 
Venus (in X 12), the rulers of the city, T are in epana- 
phora with respect to the Horoscopos (in T). And 
yott will find the first part of his government excellent 
and efficient and worthy of all praise. But looking for 


23 Cumont [121 p. 10 ff. 

24 Theophanes gives June 27, 483 (year) or 484 (indictio). 
Brooks in the Cattibr. Mcd. Hist. I p. 478 note 1 substitutes 
July for June. 

No. L 486 

♦For variants cf. CCAG 6 p. 63 note 1, next to the last 
paragraph. 

3 From Palchus. 

2 Sic, instead of 21. 

3 Omitted in the Vindob., in the text as well as in the diagram 
(unpublished). 

4 From Af = \h 4" (X<j — Xq) = T 26 — 59 = ~ 27. 

6 Because Aries is a house of Mars. 

•The 11 th locus is here computed accurately by degrees, not 
simply by signs. 

7 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 513 note 5. 


the house ruler of the (Lot of) Fortune (in £?) and 
of the moon (in V5), you will find Saturn 8 in apoklima 
(in ^ ) and fallen under the effect of eclipses, 0 which 
caused the overthrow with disgrace. And that he was 
soon succeeded was caused by Mars and the Horoscopos 
(in T) and the moon (in V3), (all) happening to be 
in tropical signs and signs of short rising time. 10 And 
that he was punished was caused first by the ruler ( *> ) 
of the (Lot of) Fortune being in apoklima; {and also 
Mars of the city caused it, and Júpiter and Venus of 
the city being in epanaphora to the Horoscopos; and 
he was obstinate and insolent because of the nature of 
Mars in the Horoscopos by sect.} 11 

COMMENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 28 

This horoscope, contained in a compilation by Palchus, 
belongs to the same group as No. L478. It concerns 
an otherwise unknown praefectus augustalis Aegypti 
Theodoros. Cumont 12 drew attention to its historical 
interest, conjecturing as its date 487 March 23 but 
adding “ les positions sidérales données dans la suite du 
text permettront de contrôler ce chiffre hypothétique.” 
As usual this caution has been forgotten and conse- 
quently Theodoros appears as prefect of Egypt for 487 
in our handbooks 13 without a question mark. 14 In fact, 
the horoscope fixes the date at 486 (=*= Diocletian 202), 
Monday, March 17: 
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O 

X 26 

X 28 
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d 

W 27 

V3 29 
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T? 
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* 13 

— 2 

u 
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a 29 

— 2 

s 
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— 3 

9 
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X 5 
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S 
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4- 7 

H 

T 26 

about 7 ;30 a.m. 


M 

V3 10 



Q 

? 32(!) 

- cf. commentary 


ü(!) 

rrç 20 




8 Saturn’s houses are ~ and V3. 

• Saturn is close to the ascending node of the moon. Further- 
more, there occurrcd within two months from the Katarche the 
total solar eclipse of 486 May 19, visible in Alexandria, framed 
by two lunar eclipses (485 December 7 and 487 April 23). 

10 Signs with rising times less than 30° are the six signs from 
Wto X. 

11 This concluding section is obviously corrupt. Wünsch (CCAG 
1 p. 175) suggests deleting the mention of Júpiter and “omnia 
intelligentur ” without saying how. For variants cf. CCAG 6 
p. 63 bottom. A consistent emendation of the whole passage was 
suggested by Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 514. 

13 Cumont [12] p. 9 ff. 

13 E.g.. in R.E. V,A col. 1903 (No. 85). Also Kroll [31 p. 567. 

14 In fact even for Cumonfs date the suggested reading Pha¬ 
menoth 29 is wrong and should be Phamenoth 27, which is a 
Mondav (cf. CCAG 1. p. 100. anoaratus to line 3). 
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The date given in the text, Phamcnoth (VII) 25, must 
be corrected to Phamenoth 21. If T 26 is rising, one 
finds for Alexandria Ví 17 culminating; the text gives 
V3 10. Furthermore: if T 26 is rising and the sun is in 
X 26, one finds for Alexandria an interval of 1 ;23 h 
since sunrise (or 1 ;24 in seasonal hours). Consequently 
the text should have said “ second hour ” instead of 
“ first hour.” 

The data concerning the nodes are obviously wrong: 
& 32 is in itself impossible and TTj) 20 is not diametri- 
cally opposite to any point in J 1 . The correct value for 
the ascending node would be F 3 ;40, thus X 3 ;40 for 
the descending node. Probably trç 20 does not reíer to 
the descending node but conccrns the preceding full 
moon, because for 486 March 6 one finds the moon in 
TTJ2 20 and the sun almost in opposition (X 17). The 
text of the Vindoboncnsis gives only £1 F TTJ2 which 
shows the existence of a lacuna, while the diagram gives 
only &, without number, in ?, and nothing at all in TT$. 

No. L 487 

CCAG 1 p. 106/107 and CCAG 6 p. 63,2 to p. 64,25 

TRANSLATION 1 

Year of Diocletian 204, month Thoth 7, 2 Saturday, 
first hour of daytime, 3 there were brought distressing 
letters to a certain person with everything contrary to 
the expectation of the receiver. The Katarche was found 
thus: the sun in Virgo degrees 10, the moon Libra 
degrees 4, Saturn in Sagittarius degrees 5 ;56, Júpiter 
in Libra degrees 7 ;55, Mars Capricorn 8. Venus in 
Leo 8, Mercury in Virgo 25, Horoscopos Libra 0:41, 4 
Midheaven Câncer 0;41, 4 Lot of Fortune in Libra 25, 4 ° 
the ascending node 5 * in Scorpio 2 ;24. And vve found 
Júpiter in the Horoscopos by degree * and Venus (in 
Ci) {as ruler 7 8 — namely} s of the Horoscopos (and of 
the moon and of Júpiter and of the Lot of Fortune — 
in Agathos Daimon} 9 and rising in the morning and 

1 We follow the better vcrsion, CCAG 6, quoting significam 
variants in the notes. The Vindob. gives a diagram (unpub- 
lished). CCAG 1 gives as title “87. An efficacious Katarche 
in which I failed and went astray and afterwards finding the 
reason I marveled at its force. On letters hrought.” The nuni- 
ber refers to excerpts from Palchus. 

2 CCAG 1 incorrectly 17. 

3 Daytime omitted in CCAG 1. 

* CCAG 1 gives 1 (degree). 

4 * From Af = =^0;41 + 4 — Trp 10) = =^24;41 ~^=25. 

3 CCAG 1 has here the symbol for the descending node (mis- 
print?). 

0 Since Júpiter is ahout 6 o distant from H the meaning of this 
term is not clear. 

7 Because =£= is a house of Venus; cf. note 9. 

8 CCAG 1 has here a meaningless ícarà. 

• We are following here CCAG 1 which States correctly that 

H, ([, U. and the Lot of Fortune are in ^ and thus ruled hy 

Venus, which is in Sl, the 11 th locus or Agathos Daimon. 

According to CCAG 6 the moon, Júpiter, and the Lot of Fortune 

would be in the 11 th locus. 


adding to its numbers 10 and in superior aspect to (the 
positionof) the moon on the third (day) 11 and we found 
that its 32 dodekatemorion happened to be Scorpio. The 
associate ruler of the Horoscopos, 120 Júpiter, in the Horo¬ 
scopos, was also inoving forward. And I was misled by 
these configurations and said that the letter had a fine 
appearance, but (in fact) they meant the opposite. For 
afterwards investigating the Katarche accurately, I found 
that Venus (in <!T), house ruler 7 of the Katarche, had 
no claim 33 with respect to the Horoscopos (=2=) ; (nor) 
the moon and Júpiter and the Lot of Fortune, because 
they were intercepted 34 by Mars 15 (in Ví ), according 
to what Dorotheus says. And I found Mars (in Ví) and 
Saturn (in /) hemming in Mercury (in TlD) and the 
Horoscopos and the moon and Júpiter 10 according to 
what Antigonus teachcs. And besides Mars (in Ví) 
was diametrical to Midheaven (in Eõ) and destructive. 
Therefore, it is necessary in every Katarche to observe 
the interception of the sun and the stars and the hem- 
ming in of the Horoscopos and of the moon and of the 
star that has a claim to the houserulership of the Katarche. 
For not only were the Horoscopos and the moon (in 
=£=) hemmed in by Saturn (in /') and Mars (in Ví) 
but also Venus which had the greater claim in reference 
to the Katarche; for Mars (in Ví) was diametrical to 
Câncer 37 (M) and Saturn (in ? ) was in quartile to 
Virgo (O and S ). Thus nearly all the stars were 
hemmed in by the two maleficent ones. This configura- 
tion is mentioned by Antigonus in the sixth nativity of 
the third book. If you investigate the figure you see 
Mercury (in TtV) injured by Saturn (in ?) and also 
located in the 12th locus. 

COM MENTARY 

Diagram: pl. 28 

For Diocletian 204, Thoth 7 = 487 1S September 5, 
Saturday, first hour of the day, one finds 

Text— 

Text Computed comp. 

O ^ 10 TTJ2 13 —3 

d 4 6 ;40 — 2 ;40 


10 Venus was indccd morning star and in direct motion. 

11 The moon, after 3 days, would be in V\, thus in quartile to 
Venus in Sl- Cf. for the significance of the 3rd day No. L 40. 

12 This might be either Venus (whose dodekatemorion is 
ni 14) or the moon (dodekatemorion TTl. 22). CCAG 1 has avrfji, 
CCAG 6 avroO thus referring to Júpiter, but this is wrong since 
Jupiter’s dodekatemorion is in VS- 

>-•» We follow here CCAG 1. Júpiter is “associate ruler” of 
the Horoscopos because it is in the same sign (=^), the “ruler” 
being Venus; cf. note 7. 

13 A070S. 

14 Cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 251 f. 

15 CCAG 1 : by Júpiter. 

10 Omitted in CCAG 1. 

17 CCAG 6 has here Libra which is wrong. This whole pas- 
sage is confused in CCAG 6. 

18 Not 488 as stated in CCAG 1 p. 106 
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Text— 




Text 

Computed 

comp. 

>> 


5 ;56 

^ 18(!) 

-(2] 

lí 

ri: 

7;55 

= 10 

— 2 

& 

vs 

8 

V3 8 

0 

$ 

Sl 

8 

Sl 11 

— 3 

s 

n 

25 

TT£ 30 

— 5 

H 


0;41 or 1 

about 7 a.m. 


M 

Zõ 

0:41 or 1 

correct 19 


Sl 


2;24 

TTL 5:14 

— 2:50 


Probably 5 ;56 for Saturn is a scribal error for 15:56. 

The hour cannot be the lst hour 20 of claylight since 
for a solar longitude T7$ 10 and for =£= 1 or 0;41 as 
Horoscopos one finds a time of at least 1 ;30 seasonal 
hours 21 after sunrise for any geographical latitude from 
Alexandria to Byzantium. Thus “ 2nd hour ” would be 
required. 

No. L 488 

CCAG 8,1 p. 235,1 to p. 237,24 

TRANSLATION* 

Another 1 (and) clearer (example) to the same. 
Clima 6. 2 Sun 18:20 3 of Aries, moon 17 of Gemini. 
Saturn 11 of Capricorn. Júpiter 19 of Scorpio. Mercury 
25 of Aries, Venus 2 of Taurus, Mars 25 of Yirgo, 
Horoscopos 2 of Leo, Midheaven 14 of Aries. Starter 
then is the sun and receives as chronocrators first Mer¬ 
cury, then Venus. then Saturn in trine, then Júpiter at 
diameter, then Mars in trine, then the moon, then as 
destroyer Saturn at diameter. 

Midheaven 14 of Aries, sphaera recta 103 time- 
degrees. Sun 18;20 of Aries, sphaera recta 107. Excess 
4 time-degrees. Mercury 25 of Aries, sphaera recta 113. 
Excess relative to Midheaven 10 time-degrees. Subtract 
the excess of the sun, 4 time-degrees, remainder 6. 
But since we ought first to take the (star) which took 
the nearest lead to the sun, it is evident that the moon 
had the near(est) lead, by virtue of sextile. for 7 years 
6 days. 

Then Mercury takes over the (next) period. Hours 
of daytime 16 ;40. Divide these into the 10 of the excess. 
it makes half of a seasonal hour 4 which Mercury is 
distant from Midheaven. 

19 Since H practically coincides with the autumnal equinox it 
is clear without computation that the arc HM must be very 
close to 90°. 

30 Written OUt: ripepivri 7rp«T(tj). 

21 Equinoctial hours make the discrepancy slightly greater. 

Xo. L 488 

1 Referring to No. L401 which directly precedes this horo- 
scope. Both are from Rhetorius. 

3 Following Rome's emendation. The manuscripts have Clima 
4 as in No. L401, but clima 6 is required by the values quoted 
for seasonal hours. 

3 Following Rome’s emendation; the manuscripts have 18:5 
but later on 18;20. 

4 Accurately 0 ;36 and this value is uscd in the next paragraph. 


Again, Venus 2 of Taurus; sphaera recta 120 time- 
degrees. Subtract from these the 103 time-degrees of 
Midheaven. there remains as excess 17. Hours of day¬ 
time for (the place of) Venus 17:7. Divide these into 
the excess, making about 1 seasonal hour, which it 
(Venus) is distant from Midheaven. (Multiply) 8 the 
0:36 6 seasonal hours T of the distance of Mercury from 
Midheaven by the 17;7 time-degrees; it makes 10; 16. 
Subtract these from the 17 time-degrees of the excess, 
remainder 6 ;47 8 time-degrees. Thus Mercury will be 
the ruler of the period for 6 years and 7 months, 9 that 
is from the beginning of the 7th year to 11 years 7 
months. and then he will transfer (rulership) to Venus. 10 

Again, the trine of Saturn (in V3 11) 11 of Taurus. 
Sphaera recta 129 11 time-degrees. Subtract from these 
the 103 of Midheaven; there remains as excess 26. 
[Hours of daytime of the trine of Saturn 17 ;39. Divide 
these into the excess] making 1 ;30 12 seasonal hours. 
Hence the triangle of Saturn is distant from Midheaven 
1 and one half seasonal hours. Now again (multiply) 
the distance of Venus from Midheaven, that is 1 hour, 
by the hours of daytime of the trine of Saturn, (namely) 
17 ;39. And it makes 17 ;39 time-degrees. Subtract this 
from the excess of Saturn, namely 26. Remainder 8:21. 
Thus Venus which took over the period from 11 years 
7 months will rule 9 years, 13 that is iintil 20 years 7 
months. 

Again, the diameter of Júpiter (in TT|_ 19) 19 of 
Taurus. Sphaera recta 136:28. Subtract the 103 time- 
degrees of Midheaven. There remains as excess 33;28. 
Hours of daytime of the diameter of Júpiter 18 ;7. Divide 
(these into) the excess, i.e., 33;28, 14 it makes 1; 11 15 
seasonal hours. Then the diameter of Júpiter is distant 
from Midheaven 1 ;11 seasonal hours. Again (multiply) 
the 1 ;30 seasonal hours of the distance of Saturn from 
Midheaven by the hours of daytime of the [diameter 

5 The editors restore incorrectly [divide 1 ; cf., however, their 
own note in which they State that 0;36 X 17:7 = 10;16.12 (note 
the misprint: 1°16T2"). 

4 The editors read here 0 ;37 though they use correctly 0 ;36 
in the note (cf. our note 5). The text has also the correct value 
o \ç ; the criticai apparatus ad locum being wrong. 

' Cf. note 4. 

8 The códices have here xpóvot ç' -fipépat which the editors 
change to the equally meaningless xp° obviously 
because also the subsequent lines give a siglum for “ day ” where 
month is expected. It is. however. not difficult to restore the 
text because 17 — 10;16 = 6;44. Thus we have to read xP° VOi 
ç' pò' where p' = 40 was misinterpreted as prjv. month. f' is an 
error for 5'. Indeed codex V has here “ signum trigoni ” A which 
represents. however, 5 = 4 and not trine. 

®6;47 taken as years (or better 6;44) would be 6 years 9 
months. 

,n Cf. the astrological commentary (below p. 152). 

11 Should be 128:29. 

13 Accurate would be 1 ;28. 

13 The text has time-degrees instead of years. But why 9 years 
instead of 8;21 years = 8 years 4 months? 

14 The words “into hours [of daytime] ” make no sense here. 
oduUiu uc i ,4/. 
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of] Júpiter (namely) the 18;7. Tt niakes 27; 10 10 time- 
degrees. Subtract these from the excess of Júpiter 
(namely) 33;28. Remainder 6;18. 17 Thus the trine of 
Saturn, beginning at 20years 7 months, will rule 6 years 
5 months 17 days, 18 i.e., until 26 years 11 months [ 171 
days. 

Again, the trine of Mars (in 7TJ2 25) 25 of Taurus. 
Sphaera recta 142 ;34. Subtract the 103 time-degrees 
of Midheaven. There remains as excess 39;34. Hours 
of daytime of the trine of Mars 18;25. Divide these 
into tlie excess; it makes 2 ;9 19 seasonal hours. Thus 
the trine of Mars is 2 ;9 seasonal hours distant from 
Midheaven. Now the diameter of Júpiter was 1; 11 
seasonal hours distant from Midheaven. Multiply these 
by the daylight time-degrees of the trine of Mars, i.e., 
18;25. It makes 21 ;48 20 time-degrees. Subtract these 
from the excess, namely 39 ;34. Remainder 17[ ;46] 
time-degrees (that is) [17 years] 11 months 9 days. 21 
But the diameter of Júpiter which began at 26 years 
[11 months 17 days] will extend until 44 years 10 
months 26 days. 

Again, the moon in Gemini 17. Sphaera recta 165 ;50. 
Subtract from thern the 103 time-degrees of Midheaven. 
There remains as excess 62 ;50. The hours of daytime 
(of the position) of the moon: 19;13. Divide these into 
the excess: it makes 3;21 [seasonal] hours. Thus the 
moon is 3 ;21 seasonal hours distant from Midheaven. 
But the trine of Mars was 2 ;9 seasonal hours distant 
from Midheaven. Multiply this by the daylight time- 
degrees (of the position) of the moon, namely 19; 13. It 
makes 41 ;19. 22 Subtract this from the excess of the 
moon, namely 62;50. Remainder 21 ;31 time-degrees. 
Thus the trine of Mars, which l>egan to rule from the 
year 45, will end at 66 years 7 months 5 days. 

Again, the diameter of Saturn (in V3 11) 11 of Câncer. 
Sphaera recta 192. Subtract 103; excess 89. 23 Daylight 
time-degrees of the diameter of Saturn 19; 16. Multiply 
the distance of the moon from Midheaven, 3;21 hours, 
by 19:16. It makes 64 time-degrees. 6 months 17 days. 24 


16 Accurately 27;10,30. Codex V gives 27 only. 

17 Codex V gives 6;28 in consequence of the value quoted in 
note 12. 

“One expects either 0; 18 years = 3;36 months = 3 months 
18 days instead of 5 months 17 days; or (with the values quoted 
in the notes 4 and 5) 0 ;28 years which would be 5 months 18 
days. The códices have 5 months 17 days which the editors 
replace by 4 months 17 days in order to obtain the total given 
in the text. 

18 Accurately 2 ;8.54, ... 

30 Accurately 21:47.35. 

51 Expected: 0 ;46 years = 9 ;12 months = 9 months 6 days. 

23 Accurately 41:18.57. 

23 Text: 79, but 89 is used in the next step. 

24 Accurately 64 ;32,36. Taking this as years one finds 64 years 
6 months 16 days. In fact the result should be 64;33° and then 
be subtracted from the excess 89 ( cf . note 23). The result 24;27° 
counted as years would give 24>'5 m 12 d for the rulership of the 
moon. The final total, given in the text, presupposes an interval 


Thus the moon which took over the period from 66 
years 17 months] 5 days will rule until 26 more years 
3 months 12 days, that is up to a total of 92 years 10 
months 17 days. Here the diameter of Saturn was 
destructive and destroyed. 

ASTRO XO MIC AL COM MENTARY 

Diagram: fig. 19 

It can be shown that there is no possibility of placing 
this horoscope before the third century. Similarly dates 
after 500 can be excluded, which is consistent with the 
authorship of Rhetorius. But also within this interval 



no good solution can be found. Partial agreement is 
reached for 488 April 2: 


Text 

Computed 

Text— 
comp. 

O 

T 18 ;5 or T7l(!) 18;20 

T 15 

+ 3 

<T 

X 17 

X 19 

— 2 


V3 11 

V3 6 

+ 5 

U 

ttl 19 

TT 4( !) 


9 

T 25 or ttl ( !) 

T 5( !) 


9 

8 2 

8 4 

— 2 

6 

Trç25 

8 24(!!) 


H 

ÍT 2 

about noon 


M 

T 14 

clima 6: T 14 



Júpiter and Mars can be placed more correctly for 
October 11 in the same year (488) : 


of 26 y 3 m 12 d . The sentence which mentioned the length of the 
interval has fallen out. 
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<r 

u 

6 


X 14 ;40 but O 
TTl 13 *> 

rrg 27 2 

5 


=£= 20 instead of T 18;5 

V3 1 V3 11 

TTt 21 8 2 

^ 4 T 25. 


No. L 497 

CCAG 1, p. 171,2 to 14 and 
CCAG 4, p. 106,6 to p. 109,4 


li one accepts the variant n\ for the longitudes oí O 
and 5 one finds for 488 November 7 


O 

111 

17 but 

i 


14 instead of 

H5 

25 

>> 

V3 

3 

9 

Hl 

10 

[Hl] 

2 

lí 

Hl 

18 

$ 

Hl 

•* 

D 

Hl 

25 




d 

X 

10 

X 

17. 


Since all longitudes are extensively used in the astro- 
logical part, any correction of the text vvould lead to 
serious contradictions. Thus it seems as if at least some 
of the data were arbitrarily chosen to fit the example. 

ASTROLOGICAL COM MEXTARY 

Diagram: fig. 19 

This example for the computation of the length of 
chronocratorship follows the same pattern as Xo. L401 
(cf. p. 134). The planets or their aspects are arranged 
in their relation to Midheaven since Midheaven is the 
nearest center to the sun. Using the same notation as 
with Xo. L401 we ha ve 

n A„ 


0 

Sextile of d 

T 

17 

1 

O 

T 

18 ;20 

2 

Çf 

T 

25 

3 

9 

8 

2 

4 

Trine of 

8 

11 

5 

Diameter of U 

8 

19 

6 

Trine of S 

8 

25 

7 

d 

X 

17 

8 

Diameter of *? 

25 

11. 


In principie the sun is the “ starter ” but, the sextile of 
the moon being still nearer to M = T 14, the moon is 
given a first period of 7 y 6 d without explaining how. 
Furthermore, the length of this period contradicts the 
subsequent statement according to which the rulership 
of V T enus (n = 3) begins at 6 y 7 ,n ( !) and ends after 7 y 
at 1 l y 7'"( !). Obviously the whole text up to the discus- 
sion of Venus is corrupt. In general it niust be observed 
that the replacement of degrees and their fractions by 
the equivalem number of years and months is in a 
chaotic stage and, similarly, the adding up of these 
intervals is almost ahvays wrong. 

It is surprising to see that while the trivial additions 
of years and months are mostly wrong, the complicated 
formula (1) of p. 134 is correctly used from n = 3 on. 
All values are taken from Theon’s Handy Tables. 


TRANSLATION 

First Version (CCAG 1) 

Photo: pl. 32 

The example of the theme is as follows: let it be the 
year 214 from the beginning of the reign of Diocletian 
which is the year 821 from the death of Alexander 
the Macedonian, first (day) of the Alexandrian month 
Athyr (III), seasonal hour for Alexandria in Egypt 
7; 12 of the day. For this time and the said locality, 
that is Alexandria, we computed accurately the posi- 
tions of the stars and the ccnters and put them down 
without change because thus it seems right to the godly 
Ptolemaios. Thus the positions of the seven planets and 
the centers and the lots are as follows: 1 4 ;22, 2 

(T 8 18;10, b T 24;28, U TTJ2 4 ;12, <5 al 7;35, 
9 {7TJ_ 21 ;5S, Ç TT], 14;32, 3 Horoscopos 4 £?2;\2, Mid¬ 
heaven 4 n\ 19;22, (Lot of) Fortune 51 16, Daimon 4 } 5 
25 18;24, 6 full moon 7 8 3;7, ascending node 4 T 16 ;4. 

TTL 4 ;22, 8 inclined towards the equator 9 on the 
circle 10 which passes through its pole towards the south 
13;6 11 degrees; it descends to the south in the third 
step, 12 occupying of this(?) step y 4 % 0 . 13 Near to it 
is the fixed star which is between the claws of Tl\, of 
magnitude 4. It occupies in longitude rr\, 4 ;46; in lati¬ 
tude it occupies in the circle through the middle of the 
zodiacal (signs) towards the south 1 ;30. Thus it is 

1 The second version ( CCAG 4, p. 106) replaces this whole 
introduction by one sentence “ The following is the investigation 
of the seven planets.” For the different manuscripts cf. helow 
p. 188. 

2 Second version : 4 ;8,50. 

3 In the second version this is the last entry preceding the next 
paragraph which again begins with the sun. 

4 Represented in the manuscript by a siglum. 

3 This whole passage (one line) omitted by the editor. Checked 
on photo. 

“From Ar = \,i + (X(j — X Q ) = ~ 2;12 — 166;12 = a 16 
and Aí, = \ H — (Xç — Xç.) = ~ 2;12 + 166; 12 = 2518;24 
respectively. 

■ The manuscript has the abbreviation d rr which the editor 
wrongly interpreted as v pòi. • 

s The excerpt given in CCAG 1 ends at this point. What 
follows is based on a photostat of the manuscript, kindly supplied 
to us by the Laurentian Library. 

9 Written with ligature; cf. CCAG 4, p. 106.10 apparatus. 

19 The ?' printed in CCAG 4, p. 106,11 which follows kí>k\ov 
makes no sense; perhaps abbreviation for neyíorov. Similarlv 
p. 107,2. 

11 This value from the second version; the first version has 
3;6 only. 

12 “Step" (paOnós) is in the first version ahvays abbreviated 
by p which is underlined by an j-shaped line. 

13 Second version: “ occupying of the 4th step 30 ” which 
makes no sense and is nrnhahlv a mi«take. 
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at the end of the nostril 20 


distant from the d in longitude towards follovving 
(longitudes) 0;24. in latitude 1 ;36. House (of) 3, 
terins according to Ptolemy and the Egyptians (of) <5 . 
Triangle (of) $, partner <5 {and third (partner) í . 
In the exaltation of none, in the depression (of) (T . 
In the first decan,} 14 in the countenance (of) 3 ; 
nionomoiria of the moon. 

<T 8 18; 10 being distant in latitude from the circle 
through the niiddle of the zodiacal (signs) towards 
north 2 ;42 north. [For the continuation cf. the follow- 
ing summary.] 


SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 

Cf. also p. 188 

In a similar fashion a detailed discussion of the posi- 
tions of all planets is given, followcd by a less complete 
list for the centers and other significant points. In the 
following these data are rearranged in groups of equiva- 
lent elements. 

A. Positions 

1. O 

2. (T 

3. 

4. n 

5. 3 

6 . $ 

7. 5 


À = TT\ 4 ;22 
8 18; 10 
T 24 ;28 
Tq) 4 ;12 16 
Si 17 ;35 
Til 21 ;58 
TH 14 ;32 


8 

P 


—13 ;6 
+ 2 ;42 
— 3;5 15 
0 ;35 
1;5 
0 ;39 
1:38 


+ 

+ 


B. Fixed stars. The planetary positions are com- 
pared with nearby fixed stars for which name, magnitude, 
longitude and latitude are given and also the difTerences 
AA and A/2 between star and planet. We also compare 
these data with those given in the Catalogue of Stars 
of the Almagest. 17 


1. Between the claws of Tq, 


A = TTL 4 ;46 
P =» — 1 ;30 
m — 4 


Ptol.: The Southern one 18 
(of the 3 in the claws) 

A = mJ ;10 
P = — 1:30 
m — 4 


3a. The last of (the stars) 
in the rhomboid quad- 
rangle of T and (also) 
at the tip of the nostril 
of Cetus 

[ T ] 6;6 21 — 7;45 4 

3b. The first of the three 
in the tail of T 
V 27 23 + 1 ;40 4 

4. At the tip of the South¬ 
ern and left wing of Tq) 
Trp 2:36 + 0;10 3 

5. 1'he southernmost of 
the two in the buttocks 

of Si 

Sl [ 1 ]9 ;56 27 + 9;40 3 

6 a. The last of the three 
in the bodv 29 of Tq 
íq. 18;6 — 5;30 3 

6 b. In the right and pos¬ 
terior knee of Ophiuchus 
Tq. 24;46 + 7;30 3 

7. The middle and red- 
dish one in the bodv 29 

w 

of tq, called Antares 
íq. 16;16 — 4;0 2 


T 17 ;40 — 7;45 4 
same 22 

T 23 ;50 -f 1 ;40 4 
same 24 

a 29 -h 0;10 20 3 

same 26 

ai6;20 -f- 9;40 3 

same 28 

Tq. 14;30 —5;30 3 

In the right knee 30 

Tq. 21; 10 + 7;30 3 

same 31 

tq 12 ;40 — 4 2 


The comparison with the data from the Almagest shows 
identity of latitudes and magnitudes in all cases whereas 
the longitudes are consistently 3 ;36° greater than in 
the Almagest. Using Ptolemy’s value of one degree per 
century for the constant of precession we obtain a time 
interval of 360 years. Since Ptolemy’s catalogue refers 
to the beginning of the reign of Antoninus Pius in A.n. 
137, we find that the positions in our text correspond 
to the year 137 -f- 360 = 497 which is exactly the year 
of the horoscope. 

In all cases the text gives the differences AA and A p 
in longitude and latitude between the fixed star and the 
planet (or sun or moon) nearby. The numbers are: 


2 . On the base of the same 19 
northern horn of 8 

A P m A p m 

8 19; 16 — 0; 15 4 8 15;40 —0;15 4 


14 The second version has here: “In the first decan and third 
the moon, in the exaltation of none. in the depression of the 
moon.” 

18 Omitted in second version. 

18 Erroneously given as 2; 12 in the second part of the first 
version; correctly 4;12 in the first part and in the diagram. 

17 The same comparison was made by Boll, CCAG 4 p. 100 f. 

18 Heiberg II p. 108/109.12. 

,8 Heiberg II p. 88/89,8. 


"" Heiberg II p. 130/131,3. Cf. also Gundel, RE 11 col. 367,25 ff. 
21 Error for 21 ;16. The second version is also confused; cf. 
CCAG 4, p. 107,6 apparatus. 

“Heiberg II p. 84/85,10. 

13 Error for 27 ;26 in both versions. 

-"I Heiberg II p. 102/103,7. 

25 Heiberg II p. 103,7 gives 0:20 but Peters-Knobel PCS p. 
38 No. 501 give 0;10 (cf. also p. 24 Table V first group and 
Heiberg's apparatus). 

28 Heiberg II p. 100/101,2. 

2 ' The text has here 9;56 only (both versions). 

28 Heiberg II p. 110/111,8 and 6. 

28 Both versions write orónan (in the mouth) instead of aúfinTt. 

30 Heiberg II p. 68/69,12. 

31 Heiberg TT p 110/1117 
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case 

1 

2 

3a 

3b 

AÀ + 0;24 + 1;6 — 

3 ; 12 32 

+ 2;58 


l ; 36 

2;57 

4 ;40 32 

4 ;45 

4 

5 

6 a 

6 b 

7 

+ l;36 

+ 2;21 

— 3 ;52 

+ 2:48 

+ 1 ;44 

0;45 

8 ;35 

4 ;51 

S;9 

2 ;22 


where AÀ is callcd positive, “ towarcls following (longi¬ 
tudes),” when the longitude of the fixed star is greater 
than the longitude of the movable hody, whereas the 
differences in latitudes are only given as absolute values. 
These diflferences allovv us to check the given data; they 
either agree with the text or confirm the restorations 
which were made independently on the basis of Ptolemys 
values corrected for precession. In the case of the sun 
the difference in “ latitude ” is actually the sum of lati- 
tude of the star and declination of the sun. 

Following longitude and latitude (respectively decli¬ 
nation) of sun, moon, and planets the text gives the 
number of the “ step ” — either “ upgoing ” or “ down- 
going ” — and the fraction of this step which is occupied 
by the planet. Sueli “ steps ” are defined by Theon in 
his Commentary to the Handy Tables. 34 

For the sun each quadrant, bounded by solstices and 
equinoxes, is divided in six 15° segments, or “steps,” 
counted from 1 to 6 in each quadrant. In the present 
text the sun is in Tf\4;22 or 34;22° beyond the au- 
tuninal equinox. Thus the sun is 4;22° inside the 3rd 
step, “ descending ” toward south. Since 4 ;22° repre- 
sent a fractional part of 0;17,28 of one step of 15° the 
text is quite correct in saying that the sun has occupied 
% %<) i.e., 0 ;17 of the 3rd step. 

For the moon the situation is similar. \Ye know that 
the ascending node is at T 16 ;4, the moon itself at 
8 18;10, thus 32 ;6° beyond the node. Again operating 
with “ steps ” of 15° each, we can say that the moon is 
“ ascending ” in the 3rd step of which it occupies 2 ;6° 
or 0;8,24. The text gives % 0 or 0 ;8,30. 

For the planets one “ step ” is defined as %3/ if M 
denotes the extremai latitude toward north or toward 
south, and these steps are counted from 1 to 6 beginning 
with the nodes or with the points of extremai latitude. 
The text assigns the following data to the planets 

b in lst step upgoing, occupying % 0 of this step 
U in 3rd step upgoing, occupying x / 2 % of this step 
<3 in 2nd step upgoing, occupying *4 of this step 
$ in lst step downgoing, occupying % Yiõ of this step 
Q in 3rd step downgoing, occupying % l / xo of this step. 

32 Second version —3; 12,10 and 4«' = 4a ? respectively. 

33 Second version 22 only. 

34 This is the so-called “ small ” commentary of Theon. pub- 
lished by Halma in vol. I of his edition of the Tables mamtelles 
(Paris, 1822). For the sun cf. p. 54, 22-29, for the moon p. 55, 
16, for the planets p. 59. 4-23. 


The extremai values M of the planetary latitudes are 
given in the Handy Tables and in TheoiFs Commentary 
to these tables, 34 " and thus also the values of the “ steps," 


namely 

%M, are 

known. 34b For 

our purposes the foi 

lowing 

values are 

needed : 




M 

%M 

KM 

P 

b 

— 3;6 

— 0 ; 31 


— 3;5 

11 

+ 2:3 

+ 0 ;20,30 


+ 0 ;35 

6 

+ 4 ;23 

+ 0:43,50 


+1 ;5 

9 

— 8 ;56 

— 1 ;29,20 


— 0;39 

9 

— 4; 18 

— 0 ;43 

— 1 ;26 

— 1 ;38 


If we compare the given planetary latitudes /? with the 
values of the steps we see that b is 0;1° above the 
southernmost point. Since one step amounts to 0;31 

the part ~ 0;1,56 is occupied by the interval from 

M to /?. The text gives instead the fraction % 0 = 0;1,12. 
If we proceed in the same fashion for all planets we find 
for the occupied fractions 

U 0;42,26 text: % %=0;42 

S 0;29 text: y 2 =0;30 

$ 0:33,48 text: % — 0;24 

[emend l / 2 Ví r> — 0:34 J 
5 0;16.48 text: % Vio —0;18. 


Thus, except for the scribal error in the case of Venus, 
the agreement between the accurate values and the 
approximation by unit fraction is reasonably good. 

We have still to check the numbers given to the steps. 
From the comparison of (3 with the multiples of y ft M 
one obtains always two possibilities, depending on ap- 
proach or retreat of the planet with respect to the end- 
points of the four quadrants. Thus we find 


b 6th or lst step 

U 5th or 2nd step 

$ 5th or 2nd step 

9 6th or lst step 

9 4th or 3rd step 


text: lst upgoing 
text: 3rd upgoing 
text: 2nd upgoing 
text: lst downgoing 
text: 3rd downgoing 


Except for Júpiter the counting of the text does not 
contradict the results obtained by using (3 only. To find 
the trend of the motion we should know whether it took 
into consideration only the deferent or the epicycle or 
both. Our material seems not to suffice to distinguish 
between these possibilities. 

The information concerning the positions of the 
planets is followed by remarks about their motion. We 


34 “ Halma, Tab. Man. III p. 1-10 and I p. 59, 14-23. Better 
than Halma’s printed text are the manuscripts Cod. Vat. 1291 
foi. 78 r — 82 v and Vat. Gr. 208 foi. 84 v 30-35 respectively (both 
unpublished). 

J4b The values of the steps are given at the foot of the tables 
of the planetary latitudes in the Handy Tables. These numbers 
are badly garbled in Halma’s edition but correctly given in Vat. 
Gr. 1291 foi. 78 r — 82 v . 
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quote them herc as givcn in the text and refer to the 
Commentary for discussion. 

h retrograding from the first station, visible in the 
evening, being in opposition 35 for niany days 

U not progressing, being in the first station, 30 visible 
in the morning 

$ not progressing, being in the first station, visible 
in the morning 

9 not progressing. being in the first station, visible 
in the evening, having made its evening rising 
many days before 37 

9 not progressing, being in the first station, invisible 
in the evening, tending towards evening rising 3R 
vvithin 4 days. 

About “ the preceding full moon ” it is said that it 
happened “ according to the Alexandrian Phaophi (II) 
30, seasonal 30 hours of daylight 6;20.” 

The relative positions vvith respect to fixed stars are 
only given for sun, moon, and planets. The astrological 
data, houses, terms, etc., are mentioncd also for the 
preceding full moon, for H and M, and for the Lots of 
Fortune and Daimon. Table 12 gives the whole list. An 



H ouse 
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O 
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9 
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cf 
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O 
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<r 

9 
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9 
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- 

1 
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n 

H 
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ti 9 4 
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1 

9 
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cf 
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9 d c 

- 
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O 
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O 
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— 

z 

4 

9 
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€ 

9 

9 <fc 

4 

Cf 

2. 

9 

O 


Tadle 12. 


empty space indicates omission by the text whereas 
“ — ” indicates a spccial reniark in the text that no 
planet has its exaltation or depression in this sign. 40 

The “ houses ” are all correct. The “ terms ” are 
given both acording to Ptolemy and according to the 
Egyptians. Full agreement is found for this second 
system if one counts Tt\ 19;22 of M as belonging to 
TTL 19, which is the boundary between the terms of V 
and b , and assigns it still to 9 . The terms of Ptolemy 

3f ' T7JP ÓiKpoVVxfaV' 

30 7 Tpo(o)0ért]s HT/ôtiru iroirjoáp.tvos tòp ã ffTTjptypòp. 

3 ' ironjoanevr] ttjp èatrtpíav àva.To(\i]v ) irpò r)p.épup iroWÚP. 

3s kairé pios vicavyos ptWwp iroietaOau rr/p iairepíap àparoXrjp. 

30 The scrihe wrote instead kclí piK ãs. thus taking KcupiKàs as 
“and 100 10 20 li.” 

40 Data in ( ) indicate occurrence in the second version only. 
No information is avaiiable from the second version beyond 
Mercury. 


are all correct if one accepts the version of the edition 
of the Tctrabiblos by Boll-Boer 41 but not the version 
of Robbins. 42 

The triangle rulers are correct if one uses the scheme 
of Vettius Valens ( cf. p. 13) which gives three rulers. 43 
Exaltations and depressions are correct with the only 
exception of Júpiter which is said to be in its own 
exaltation. which is =£=, however, and not TT$ (which is 
the exaltation of Mercury). The “ decans ” are simple 
numbers, 1. 2, or 3, and correct. The “ Prosopa ” or 
planetary faces are also in agreement vvith the standard 
list. The “ Monomoiria ” are found by means of the 
method explained on p. 10. 

The text turns finally to some general remarks about 
the careíul consideration of all astrological data and ends 
with a quotation from Homer. Then follows a crude 
diagram which we reproduce in figure 20. Below it is 
written ré\os roí Bépxnos “ end of the theme.” 

NOTES TO THE DIAGRAM (FROM f) 

The title is tò Se axvH* 1 T °v beáfiar(oç) (sic). Following 
a counterclockwise motion we begin at the left with 
ã top ( ocr ) íc (o7Toç) £? fi if}'. To each of the following 
zodiacal signs is given a number of degrees and minutes 
such that the quadrants between the centers are divided 
in as nearly as possible equal parts: 


H: 


2;12 

differences 



K 

7:55 

35 ;43 



T 

13:39 

35:44 


IMC: 

« 

19:22 

35;43 

total: 107;10 


X 

13:39 

24:17 



Eõ 

7:55 

24 ;16 


A: 

Sl 

2:12 

24;17 

total: 72 ;50 


and similarly on the other semicircle. This shows that 
the different sectors of the diagram represent the twelve 
loci. Their numbers and names are given as follows 


1 

<op( orr)*c(o7roç) 

2 2 

Pios 


déa 

4(?) 4 

vtt( oyeiov) 

5 

àya6i] tv X (ij) 

6 6 

KaKtj ní X (»/) 

7 

Svviü(v) 

8 

ápyòç 

9 9 

^€OÇ 

10 10 

/x ( caor ) p ( avrjfia ) 

11 

ayaO ( oç ) Sal fio (v) 

12 

kclkos Saí [IO ( v ) . 


The number of the third locus is omitted and the mean- 


41 P. 51 {., identical with Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 211. 

43 P. 106/107 for $, Lot of Fortune, and M. 

43 They are enumerated in the text as rpiyup, peroxv and rpírov 

(or TpÍTT]%). 
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ing of the first 4( ?) is cloubtful since it is a ligature oi 
8 and i (as in 8tá). The Symbol for T on the division 
line between second and third locus is also strange. 

In the third locus vve find the ascending node, Saturn, 
full moon, and moon. The 6th locus contains the Lot 
of Daimon (Sl 18;24) while the Lot of Fortune is in 
the 7th locus (Sl 16 ;0), together with Mars and Júpiter. 
The 9th locus is occupied by the descending node, the 
sun and Mercury, the 10th by Venus. 

ASTRONOMICAL COMMENTARY 

Diagram: fig. 20 and pl. 29 

The date of this horoscope is 497 October 28. which 
is the equivalent of the date given in the text, Diocletian 
214. Athyr (III) 1. and is confirmed by computation. 44 

44 We have here used P. V. Neugebaucr, Tafeln zur astrc 
nomischen Chronologie II. 


Text 

Computed 

Text—comp. 

O 

X = TTl 4 :22 

TH. 7:0 

— 2;38 


8 = — 13 ;6 

—13 ;12 

0:6 

í 

X = 8 18:10 

8 21 ;15 

— 3:5 


p=+ 2:42 

+ 2:45 

0:3 

*> 

X— T 24:28 

V 26 ; 46 

— 2;18 


(3 = — 3:5 

— 2:43 

0:22 

u 

X = rrp 4:12 

trç 7:21 

— 3;9 


(3 = + 0 ;35 

+ 1;10 

0;45 

ó 

X= Sl 17:35 

a 20:9 

— 2:34 


0 =+ 1:5 

+ 1:47 

0;42 

9 

X = 01 21 ;58 

tn. 25 ;38 

— 3 ;40 


fi = — 0:39 

— 0:29 

0;10 

S 

A=TU 14:32 

TTl 18 ;2 

— 3:30 


/? = — 1:38 

— 1:33 

0:5 

Q 

A — T 16 ;4 

T 18 ;41 

— 2;30 
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lí we assume that —2 ;30° is the correction for preces- 
sion then we see that the errors of the planetary posi- 
tions are as much as about I o only for Venus and Mer¬ 
cury in longitude whereas the latitudes deviate %° only 
for Júpiter and Mars and are otherwise quite small. 

The further statement ( cf . p. 155) that Saturn is 
retrograde and near opposition is obviously corrcct. All 
four remainingplanets are said tobe in their first station. 
In fact, Júpiter is about two months before this point, 
Mars almost tvvice as much. Mercury is said to be 
shortly before evening rising. The scribe should have 
realized that this implies greatest direct motion and 
thus excludes being stationary. In fact, Mercury is not 
4 days but about 12 days before evening rising (Nov. 
10). 45 Yenus is evening star. about three weeks after 
evening rising (about Sept. 19). 

As culminating point the text gives TCl 19 ;22 for 

H - AAV 2; 12. The same result is found from TheoiCs 

tables. 

The preceding full moon is said to have occurred on 
Phaophi (II) 30 at 6;20 in seasonal hours of daylight, 
in 8 3 ;7. The moment in question (Oct. 27, noon) 
precedes the moment of the horoscope by only 25 hours. 
For this interval the text implies a solar motion from 
Tl\ 3 ;7 to TTL 4 ;22, thus of 1 ;15°, and a lunar motion from 
8 3;7 to 8 18; 10, thus of 15;3°. Modern computation 
for Oct. 27 noon gives for the sun a longitude of rq 5 ;55 
which corresponds to a motion of 1 ;5°,and for the moon 
8 7;58 corresponding to 13;17° motion. This also 
shows that we should place the opposition about 4 hours 
earlier. 

No. L 516 

CCAG 8,1 p. 231,5 to 31 

TRANSLATION 

Horoscopos 12 of Taurus, 1 Midheaven 23 ;30 of 
Capricorn, clima 5. The sun 12 of Taurus, the moon 
30 of Libra, Mars 18 of Taurus, Mercury 21 of Taurus, 
Venus 20 of Libra. 2 I investigate the starting of the 
moon, 3 which is in Libra 30, and when it contacts each 

45 Using the Tafeln zur Berechnung der jàhrlichen Auf- und 
Untergànge der Planeten, by P. V. Neugebauer, AN 264 (1938) 
col. 313-322. 

No. L 516 

1 This is the correct reading of codex V. Codex P: Aries. Cf. 
also other fragments of the same horoscope: 

CCAG 8,1 P . 223,21 f. H = 8 11 ;13 M = VS 23 

p. 227,19 f. H = 8 11 M = VS 23 

p. 229,13 H = 8 12 M = VS 23 

p. 230,11 f. IMC = 2õ23 

The author is Rhetorius. 

2 This is obviously impossible if the sun is in Taurus. The 
fragment p. 227,19 f. gives K 21 which is in trine to =s=2[l]. One 
could also think of the diametrical position T 20. Computation 
confirms neither one of these possibilities (resulting in T 0 o ). 
It is also suspicious that Venus is omitted from the astrological 
discussion. 

3 This means: the moon is the “ starter.” 


of them as follows: Lower Midheaven Câncer 23 ;30. 
Sphaera recta 205 ;26 time-degrees. The moon in 30 
of Libra, sphaera recta 297. 4 Excess 91 ;34. Seasonal 
hours of the night (of the position) of the moon 16;43. 
Divide the 91 ;34 by the 16 ;43. It makes about 5*4 
seasonal hours. 5 So much is the moon distant from the 
lower centcr. 

One must now find when the moon makes the con- 
nection with the diameter of the sun. The diameter of 
the sun is 12 of Scorpio. Rising time of sphaera recta 
309 ;28. Lower Midheaven Câncer 23 ;30. Sphaera recta 
205 ;26. Excess 104 ;2. Time-degrees (of the diameter) 
of the sun 17 ;21. Multiply this 17 ;21 by the 5 ;28 
seasonal hours. It makes 94 ;37 time-degrees. 6 Subtract 
these from the 104 ;2. Remainder 9;25. I then say that 
the moon connected with the sun in diameter at 9 years 
and about 2 months. 7 

Again, Mars in Scorpio 18 according to diameter. 
Sphaera recta 315 ;28. Excess over Lower Midheaven 
(205 ;26) 110 ;2. Time-degrees of daylight 8 (of the 
position) of Mars 17 ;38. This multiplied by the 5 l / 2 
seasonal hours of the distance of the moon (from IMC) 
makes 97 time-degrees. a Subtract this from the 110 ;2. 
Remainder 13. I then say that the moon connected with 
Mars and after these 13 years Mars took from it (the 
moon) the period and became chronocrator. 

Again, the diameter of Mercury 21 of Scorpio. Sphaera 
recta 318 ;29. And with Lower Midheaven are culmi¬ 
nating 205 ;26 time-degrees. Excess 113 ;3. Time-degrees 
of daylight 8 (of the position) of Mercury 17;46. This 
multiplied by the 5% hours. It makes 97 ;43. 10 Sub¬ 
tract this from 113 ;3. Remainder 15;20. Declare then 
that the moon contacts with the Diameter of Mercurv 
at 19 years 4 months. 11 

ASTRONOMICAL COMMENTARY 

D i agram: pl. 29 

From the incomplete data of this horoscope one can 
nevertheless deduce as a plausible date 516 May 1. in 
agreement with the time of Rhetorius. 


Text 

Computed 

Text- 

—coinp. 

H 8 12 

about sunrise 



M v? 23:30 

clima 5 : V8 23 ;30 



O «12 

8 12 


0 

4 Sic, instead of 297:50. Note that in the 

related 

example 

CCAG 8,1 p. 230,11 

the position of the moon 

is given 

as 29 


for which a = 296 ;53. 

8 Accurately: 5 ;28,36.The value 5 ;28 is used in the next 

step. If we had replaced 297 by 297:50 (cf. note 4) we would 
have obtained here 5;31,38, ... ~5;32. 

0 Actually 94 ;50,48. 

7 One would expect 5 months. 

s Time-degrees of daylight for a certain position is the same 
as time-degrees of night for the diametrically opposite position. 

M 7 ;35-5:30 = 1,36;52,30. 

10 Exactly equal 17;46-5;30. 

11 57c, instead of 15 vears 4 months. 
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Text 

Computed 

Text—comp 

d 

=*= 30 

=£= 26 

+ 4 

<3 

8 18 

8 19 

— 1 

9 

$ 

IMC 

8 21 
[ * J 12 20 
£ 23 ;30 

8 18 

T 0(!) 

+ 3 


The omission of Júpiter and Saturn deprives us of the 
most importam elenient for a definitive date. The in- 
complete example of CCAG 8,1 p. 229,14 which also 
uses clima 5. H = 8 12, M = V3 23 places Júpiter in 
S 11. In May 516 Júpiter was, hovvever, in X 25. 
Thus we must assume that either the two examples are 
independem, or that we are dealing with a fictitious 
example, as probably is the case also with Nos. L 401 
and L 488 from Rhetorius. 

ASTROLOGICAL COM MENTARY 

Diagram: fig. 21 

We have here the same procedure for determining the 
duration of chronocratorship as in No. L 401. We begin 
again with the nioon. Tliis time, however, the next 



Figure 21. 


center to be reached by the moon in its daily rotation 
is Lower Midheaven (IMC = M). Consequently, one 
now defines as “ distance ” of the moon from M 

(1) A l =(a(A 1 )—“(M))^— 

where h(\) = //(A-j- 180) represents the length of a 
seasonal hour of the night for a solar longitude A or. 
which is the same, the length of a seasonal hour of day- 


12 The text gives the diamctrically opposite sign 


light for a solar longitude Ã = A + 180. For the posi- 
tions which follow the moon (n ^ 2) we have 

(2) A.-(«(X.)-a(fl))-(a(A.- 1 )-.(a))í^- 

«(A ) 

( cf . No. L 401 p. 134). 

In our specific example we have 


n 




A 

n 

a(A„) 


1 

d 



=£- 

30 

297(!) 

16 ;43 

2 

Diameter 

of 

o 

TTl 

12 

309 ;28 

17 ;21 

3 

Diameter 

of 

<5 

TTL 

18 

315:28 

17:38 

4 

Diameter 

of 

5 

TTl 

21 

318 ;29 

17 ;46 


The values for a and h agree with Theon’s Handy Tables 
except for a(Ai) where 297 is an error for 297 ;50, which, 
however. aílects all subsequent results. 

The transformation of the final results from degrees 
and minutes into years and months is again very care- 
lessly handled—a fact which is equally striking in Nos. 
L 401 and L 488 though nothing is involved but the 
multiplication of the minutes by 12 in order to obtain 
the number of months. 

No. L 621 

Stephanus, Usener Kl. Schr. III p. 273,10 to p. 275,9 

TRANSLATION 

[After a long introduction on the philosophy of 
astrology Stephanus reports about the visit of his friend 
Epiphanius, an Arabic merchant, who told him about 
a prophet IVW/zcS who promises to his followers “ victory 
in war, rulership over their enemies, and the pleasures 
of paradise.” 1 Cause enough for alarm and for astro- 
logical investigation.] The aforesaid merchant carne to 
us in the month Thoth, according to the Egyptians, 
{5, day 3, hour 3}. 2 And we find the sun occupying 
9:5° in Virgo. Referring this to the astrolabe we found 
(for the) 3 3rd hour of day that the 20th degree of Libra 
was rising and the 22d degree of Câncer in Midheaven. 
Similarly the 20th degree of Aries was setting and in 
L.ower Midheaven was the 22d degree of Capricorn. 

1 This is indeed a perfect description of the teaching of early 
Islam. Also about Muhammad’s life Stephanus is well informed. 
He says (Usener p. 272,10) that the prophet was of the Quraysh 
tribe and that he appeared in the desert of Yathrib in the month 
Pharmouthi or April of the year 932 of the era Philip (= a.d. 
609). Islamic tradition places Muhammad’s first revelation 
exactly one year later (Ramadan 610). Usener (p. 263) assumes 
(incorrectly, as it seems to us) that the marginal note in which 
the year 932 is called àir’ àpxv* ^íXítttov is an error for the 
Seleucid era ( S.E . 932 = a.d. 621). As name of Muhammad’s 
father our text gives Ismael, instcad of 'Abd Allah; cf. Theo- 
phanes, Chronographia I p. 512,1 ed. Classen (Bonn 1839) : 

ovtos piâ s yeviKiaTÚTrit <pv\rjt Karrjyero è( 'hrpaijX, viov 'Áppaáp. 

2 Cf. Commentary and note 12 there. 

3 The text gives “ we found the 3rd hour of day.” But obviously 
solar longitude and hour are the data from which H and M 
were determined. 
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Oh the misery! alas the change of things! Libra is 
rising, (being) the exaltation and day-triangle 4 of 
Saturn ; Saturn itself being in Midheaven, approximately 
in the very degree of Midheaven and in the terms of 
Venus, 5 and Vénus itself in Agathos Daimon, 6 together 
with the ascending node, and in the sign of Leo. The 
horoscopic premise thcn indicates a nation of Saturnian 
type and a State akin to Venus, rising quickly and 
niastering many nations; for rising Libra 7 brings servi- 
tude to all men. Further, Saturn being actually in the 
South and Venus likewise in the South 8 9 indicate a 
nation from the South, outstanding in great strength and 
unrcstrained speed and constant motion and of enduring 
possession, with epic battles and most brilliant deeds of 
valor and distinguished by a nevv type of State. And 
further, because Saturn was high in Midheaven this 
(nation) lias an unrestrained spirit and irrepressible 
enterjirise. And it opposes the nations (belonging to) 
Júpiter and Mars until it comes to the dominion of the 
sun; for only the nations (belonging to) the sun are 
exempt from the yoke of such a nation [etc., making, 
e.g., Venus responsible for observing the sixth day in 
Islam.]. It prevails over all Egypt and Libya — Egypt 
as belonging to Mercury and Libya to Mars — and also 
Palestine and Syria as belonging to the moon and Mer¬ 
cury. It drives the Roman nation from all Syria and 
the other countries, and subdues, slaughters, and im- 
prisons Cilicia ; and it will completely devastate Cappa- 
docia, because of Mars. But it will not overwhelm the 
kingdom of the Romans itself, because of the sun and 
because of Mars being near Midheaven. And further, 
because of Mars being in its own depression, that is 
in Câncer, the nations belonging to Mars will be in 
depression in the face of this people; but because of 
Mars itself being in Midheaven. the kingdom of those 
people under it (Mars) will remain, that is the (king¬ 
dom) of the Romans and the Turks and the Khazars 
and the Bulgars and the like. 0 Further also because of 
Júpiter being in his own depression. namely in Capri- 
corn, the kingdom of the eastern peoples and of the 
Persians themselves will be entirely suppressed by this 
nation [etc.]. And all Pérsia will be subjugated as far 
as the Indians; and further, because of Júpiter in his 
own depression and in Lower Midheaven, Armênia 
and Ibéria and Colchis and parts of Scythia, because 


4 This must be the meaning and not “ rising at daytime ” as 
Usener’s text has. The diagram of M (Usener p. 321) gives 
correctly rpí-yiovov iiptpas b- [Usener retained the siglum “6” 
for rjpépa]. V says only “ Libra is rising, Saturn’s exaltation and 
trianglc.” 

5 Cf. Commentary. V says “ house of Venus ” which is wrong. 

°Correct: Leo is the 11 th locus from II = 

7 This is a pun, the Greek for “ Libra ” meaning literally 
“ yoke.” 

8 Saturn is in the meridian and Venus shortly bcfore it. 

9 This fits exactly the political situation under Leo III (717 

to 741). 


of Mars. [There follows a long discussion of the loci 
and of the " starters,” ending in detailed “ predictions ” 
of the events up to the Abbãsid period (a.d. 775) 10 
which is obviously the time at which the horoscope was 
actually written. The predictions which follow about 
the duration of Islamic jxjwer are dictated by wishful 
thinking and completely wrong.] 

COM MENTARY 
Diagram: pl. 29 

The elements of this horoscope are badly preserved; 
they come from a diagram in two families of manu- 
scripts, A to M and V, the latter giving rounded-off 
figures of the first. 11 At least two errors (for 9 and the 
Lot of Fortune) are common to both. 

Computation shows that the horoscope of Islam was 
taken as of 621 September 1. that is the beginning of 
the Byzantine year in which the beginning of the first 
year of the Hijra falis (July 16, 622). The equivalent 
of 621 September 1 in the Alexandrian calendar is 
Thoth 4 but the text seems to give either Thoth 5 or 3. 12 
The following comparison shows that September 1 is the 
only possibility which agrees with the lunar position : 


Text 

Computed 

Text — 
comp. 

O 

FU 9 ;5 

n ii 

— 2 o 

d 

ltf 12 ;16 

VS 10 

+ 2 

b 

S 23:30 13 

£5 26 

-2} 

U 

ltf 20:39 

VS 23 

— 2\ 


10 Usener, p. 259. Cf. also Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 371. 

11 For the diagram of the manuscripts A to M (Usener’s nota- 
tion p. 289) cf. Usener p. 321. In his figure Usener gives ü 
Sl 19 ;50 and again Z3 ~ 19 ;50. The text says correctly that the 
ascending node was in Sl. Unfortunatcly the modern use of the 
symbols Q, and £5 is exactly opposite to the meaning of these 
sigla in mediaeval Greek manuscripts. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 
371 fig. 39 follows the figure of Usener p. 321 with two ex- 
ceptions: he writes Çl in ~19;50 (which makes both nodes 
wrong, assuming modern notation) and he omits in the middle 
field the word iipépas (cf. above note 4). The diagram of V is 
given in Usener p. 322 and again in Daremberg-Saglio, Dict., 
art. Zodiacus [Cumont], vol. V, p. 1055, fig. 7594. This diagram 
contains the following data: 


O 

TTB 9 

ê 

£5 

H 

^20 

d 

V5 

9 

Sl 

M 

£5 22 

b 

£5 24 

9 

TTÍ 

a 

Sl 

U 

VS 



k\.t . 

VS 


The ascending node is given by V correctly in Leo while Usener 
and Daremberg-Saglio substitute the wrong symbol (£5) for it, 
at least if one follows modern usage. 

12 Usener takes as text “ Thoth 5, day 3, hour 3 ” and quotes 
from V in the apparatus “ month Thoth, which is September, 
day 3. hour 3.” Cedrenus (Unger p. 257) quotes “ September 3 
day 5 ”; this shows that the text was already corrupt in the 
11 th century. Similarly Const. Porphyrog., Usener p. 257/258 
note. 

13 “ Terms of Venus ”: wrong in the “ Egyptian System ” but 
correct in the “ Chaldean System ” and in the System of Ptolemy 
(Tctrabihlos 1.20.21 [Robbins]; 21.22 [Boll-Boer]). 
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Text 

Computed 

Text— 

comp. 

$ 5 2 

S 3 

— 1 

2 Sl 25 ;6 

S (!)26 

[-1] 

5 ttk 9 ;5 

n 27(!) 

? 

H =£= 20 14 

about 9 a.m. 


M S 22 

clima 5 


fc 15 a 19 ;50 

Sl 23 ;40 

— 3:50 

Lot of F. V3 22 ;9 

~ (!)[22 ;9] 



Venus and the Lot of Fortune were probably entered 
in the wrong fields of the diagram; TT^ 9 ;5 for $ is 


dittography from the solar position. The Lot of Fortune 
has the right longitude if one emends the longitude of 
the Horoscopos from ±== 20 to 18;58. This emenda- 
tion is confirmed bv the fact that H = =£= 20 gives 
M = Sõ 23;30 for clima 5 (or S 24 for Byzantium) 
whereas H = =a= 19 yields M = 22 for clima 5 16 as 

given in the text (S23 for Byzantium). The inac- 
curacy in the numbers of H and M might be caused by 
the fact. mentioned in the text. 17 that the position of 
these points was determined on the astrolabe from the 
given hour. 


14 “ Exaltation of b correct; “terms of 2 wrong for 
Ptolemy as well as in the “ Chaldean System ” and in the Egyp- 
tian System as given in the Tctrabiblos, according to which the 
terms of Venus extend from =o= 21 to 28, but correct according 
to Vet titis Valens 1,3 (?. 16,16 ff Kroll) who gives the limits 


ü 19 and 26; “ day-triangle of b ”: correct; “decan of b 
extending from =o= 10 to 20 (cf. Bouché-Leclercq, AG p. 228). 
15 Modem notation; cf. note 11. 

10 According to Theon: clima 5 =£= 19: a = 204 ;4. Sphaera 
recta £õ 22: a 0 = 203 ;50. 

17 Cf. above p. 158. 



III. GENERAL COMMENTS 


A. CHRONOLOGICAL DISTRIBUTION 

At present we know of 16 Babylonian horoscopes, the 
earliest of which concerns the date of —409 April 29 
(time of Darius). 1 * The latest cuneiform horoscope is 
cast for s.e. 243 = — 68 ( cj. fig. 22 -). Practically con- 
temporary is the coronation horoscope of Antiochus I 
of Commagene (—61), being ])art of the famous momi- 
ment on the summit of the Nimrud Dagh. This is the 


horoscope, as far as known to us, is cast for the coro¬ 
nation of the Sasanian King Khosro Anõsharwãn (531 
August 18). 4 The latest Greek horoscopediscussed here 
professes to be cast for a.d. 621 in order to predict 
the future of the Islamic empire but was in fact written 
about 150 years later when the development of Islamic 
astronomy under the Abbãsids begins. We have ex- 
cluded from this study horoscopes cast during the later 
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earliest extant Greek horoscope. The earliest horoscopes 
preserved in Greek literary sources are dated to —71 
and —42. The date of the first Greek horoscope written 
on papyrus is —9. All Egyptian horoscopes known so 
far, nine in number, 3 fali into the interval from —37 
to 4-93. The bulk of about 180 Greek horoscopes 
belong to the first five centuries a.d. The earliest Arabic 


1 For the texts known in 1952 cf. Sachs [2]. Several more 
horoscopes were founcl by Dr. Sachs in the British Museuni. 
The dates which he established were put at our disposal and 
are included in the graph of fig. 22. Cf. now Pinches-Sachs, 
LBAT p. XXXIV. 

~ Fig. 22 gives the number of horoscopes per decade, each little 
square represents one horoscope (duplications not counted). 

3 The earliest Demotic horoscope, probably cast for — 37 April 
21, was only recently discovered by Professor J. Cerny in a 
collection of ostraca in Oxford. For five more Demotic ostraca 

and one horoscope on a coffin lid cf. Neugebauer [1|. Two 
horoscopes, from the ceiling of a tomb, were nubbshed by 
Petrie, Athribis, London 1908. 


Byzantine period, since Islamic sources then become of 
primary importance. 

The unevenness in the time distribution of Greek 
horoscopes is primarily due to the large collection of 
horoscopes by Vettius Valens (second century) and 
then, secondarily, to the examples contained in the 
writings of Palchus, Rhetorius, etc. (fifth/sixth cen¬ 
tury)/’ This is clearly shown by the distribution in 
figure 23 in which the literary sources are separated 
from the preserved originais (mostly papyri, pliis a íew 
graffiti and one ostracon). 

It is clear that we are limited to accidental finds of 
texts and to a random preservation of astrological 
treatises. Nevertheless, the comhined graphs of figure 

* Taqizadeh [1], p. 128 ff. 

1 The only Latin horoscope, known to us, comes from Firmicus 
Maternus and was cast for 303 March 14. This date has been 
established by W. Koch in the A.^rnJng, Rundschau 23,6 (1931) 
and again (1935) by Neugebauer [2]. 
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22 illustrate clearly the fact of the overwhelming role 
of the Hellenistic period in the development of astrology. 
It is equally clear that the original invention belongs to 
Babylonia; but it is hardly an accident that \ve have lcss 
than 20 cuneiform horoscopes from a period which has 
given us vvell over 1,800 astronomieal tablets. With 
Greek horoscoj)es the situation is just the reverse. We 
have barely 20 astronomieal documents as compared 
with about ten times as many horoscopes. It is also 
clear that Yettius Valens had no material at his disposal 
which was essentially older than represented by the 
statisties, however fragmentary. of our papyri. This 

Fipyrc etc. 
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Figure 23. 

supports our hope that the chronological distribution of 
the material available to us gives a fairly correct picture 
of the actual facts. 

B. THE HOROSCOPES IN GENERAL 

Were it not for an extensive astrological literature, 
the original horoscopes alone would hardly reveal their 
purpose to foresee the future of a person or coming 
events from the initial configuration of the planets. In 
No. — 3 we find an explicit reference to the future: 
“ There are dangers; take care for 40 days because of 
Mars ” and a similar warning for 17(?) months ahead 
is expressed in No. 138/161. A very vague prediction 
concludes No. L 142. No. 345 makes a statement about 
the significance of the data in question for the well-being 
of the father. All other horoscopes list only factual data 
or data which are necessary for the astrological investi- 
gation but are in definite numerical relation with purely 
astronomieal elements. In No. 95 the horoscopic section 
is continued in a kind of astrological treatise (eventually 
using the Coptic language) which contains many “ ifs ” 
and “ whens " but obviously leaves any definite con- 
clusion for the individual in suspense. Many of the 
literary horoscopes give an extensive analysis of the 
causal connection between the astronomieal data and 
the recorded events but only ex post jacto. 

The absence of predictions in the literary horoscopes 
is not surprising since these horoscopes serve as illus- 
trations or empirical confirmations for the doctrines of 
the general text. It is, however, of interest to note that 
men like Yettius Valens must have had large collections 


of case histories at their disposal in order to be ablc 
to select suitable examples in support of the doctrines 
in question. In several instances we find Vettius Valens 
using the same initial horoscope for the discussion of 
diflferent phases in the life of the patient. 6 And it cannot 
be doubted that many of the isolated data quoted by 
Yettius Valens and in the later astrological literature 
are taken from actual horoscopes. As an illustration 
may serve a sequence of examples quoted by Rhetorius 
which all use H = 8 11, M = V3 23. 7 

Perhaps we can recognize even among the papyri the 
existence of collections of horoscopes. The largest group 
is formed by the horoscopes of PSI 22. 23. and 24 which 
concern years between 338 and 385 (376 and 381 in 
duplicate) and which might be interpreted as a family 
archive. The same could hold for P. Oxy. 5% (139 and 
149) but is rather unlikely for the four horoscopes Nos. 
217, 219 11,1, 219 11,12, and 244 of the magicai papyrus 
Warren 21. The fragment P. Aberd. 126 is perhaps 
a collection of three horoscopes from the first century 
a.d. (Nos. 50,1; 50,2; 50.3). Nos. 258 and 260 (P. 
Oxy. 1563 and 1476) were written by the same liand 
and found together. 

No. 137 exists in duplicate plus a variant, and the 
graffiti in Dura from 219 reproduce the same horoscope 
seven times on the same wall, for reasons unknown. 

The geographical distribution of our sources is very 
simple: all papyri, one ostracon (No. 207), and one 
graffito (No. 353) come from Egypt. 8 The graffiti Nos. 
176, 219 I, and 250,1 were found in Dura on the upper 
Euphrates. The monument which gave us the famous 
Greek horoscope, No. —61, crowned the summit of the 
Nimrud Dagh in Commagene. The códices which con- 
tain the literary horoscopes are, of course, of Byzantine 
origin, now scattered among the great European libraries. 
Very little is known about the authors though it may 
be safely assumed that they lived in Alexandria or the 
Hellenistic cities of the eastern Mediterranean world. 

THE NAMES OF THE PLANETS 

With very few exceptions the horoscopes use the 
familiar names for the planets Kpóvo<t , etc. The older 
names 

<f>a Ivan ': V (f>u>(T(f>úpo *í: $ 

<paéOo>v: lt crríA/íwi': Ç 

7 rvpóeis: 6 

occur in only five of the papyri (Nos. 46, 81, 95, 137c 
and No. 250.2 — the latter presumably written in the 
third century) and in one graffito from Dura (No. 
176). Among the literary horoscopes only the poem of 

0 Four times in L 180 and 120,11; three times in L 75; twice 
in L74.XI 82 83 113,VII 122.XII. Hephaestion also uses the 
same data (L380) three times. 

T CCAG 8,1 p. 220 ff. 

8 Nothing is known about the origin of the parchment No. 
326. now in the I.ouvre. 
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Manetho (No. 80) uses the old names for Saturn and 
Júpiter, and Kypris for Venus. The coronation horo- 
scope of Antiochus of Commagene (No. —61) repre- 
sents also the archaic terminology. 0 Associated with the 
older planetary names are usually epithets for sun and 
moon such as “ ruler of the world ” etc. (Nos. 46. 81, 
137c). 

SYMBOLS 

Only three synibols occur in the papyri: the ligature 
of to and p for w pa as well as for wpoa/co7ros\ the crescent 
d for the moon and d for the sun. 10 No symbols are 
ever used in the papyri for the planets or for the zodiacal 
signs. A quite different situation prevails in the códices 
through which the literary horoscopes are preserved and 
which were written hetween five and ten centuries later 
than the latest extant horoscopes on papyrus. In these 
Byzantine códices vve find not only the above-mentioned 
symbols in frec|iient use plus symbols for the planets 
and the zodiacal signs — though full writing of plane¬ 
tary and zodiacal names occurs at all periods — but also 
an ever increasing number of astrological symbols, e.g., 
for the aspects, lots, etc. The modem editions of these 
texts show a complete disregard for such details. It is, 
e.g.. perfectly possible to find a passage like b cv SS *£ 
rendered by Kpoioç Kap/ttVou *£'. Furthermore. if one 
realizes that the existence of diagrams in the códices is 
usually not even mentioned in the modern editions, then 
it is clear that a study of astronomical and astrological 
symbols could be undertaken only by beginning anew 
with the manuscripts themselves. a task which would 
have added years to our work. The following is there- 
fore taken exclusivelv from the papyri and graffiti, all 
of which. with the exception of a few papyri which have 
been lost since their first publication. we have checked 
in photographs. 

The svmbols for sun and moon occur only in P. 
Warren 21 (horoscoi)es Nos. 217 219 II.1 2Í9 11,12 
and 244) though even this text writes ceÀ^ once. A 
crude lunar crescent is drawn in the graffiti 219,1 in 
Dura. All other texts spell out in full, or occasionally 
abbreviate, the names of sun, moon. and planets. 

The ligature $ for the Horoscopos is first attested in 
a Michigan papyrus from Karanis, concerning the year 
182. Unfortunately, the beginning is destroyed so that 
we do not know how topa was written. In Nos. 125 and 
190 we find <f> used for wpa while wpo«xó?roç is written 
out. The next instance of the use of the ligature for 
the Horoscopos is probably No. 207 (Wilcken, Ostracon 
1602) but a check is impossible since the text is now 
lost. Beginning with P. Warren 21. concerning the 

n Cf. p. 162. 

10 The modern Symbol O for the sun seems first to appear 
in Renaissance printed books, e.g., Fracastoro. Homoccntrica 
(Venice 1538) p. 50. Copernicus uses it rarely in his manu- 
script of Dc Rcvolutionibus (e.g., foi. 90 to 94, 127 g . 143 b ); 
ordinarily he writes sol. 


years 217, 219, and 244, our symbol is frequently used, 
often in the same text, for íópa and for wpo<7/co7roç. In 
No. 260 we have only the symbol for wpa but wpovKÓTrot 
written out, while Nos. 277 and 283 use the symbol 
for the hour but call the Horoscopos wpa. In No. 293 
VIII wpa is written for hour as well as for Horoscopos 
while Nos. 326 and 338 give the spelling wpa<rK07roç for 
the latter. From No. 345 on, the symbol 4* is used 
commonly for both words. 

In No. 478 the monogram * -f- p might have occurred 
at the beginning of the horoscope if we may rely on the 
printed text. Unfortunately, the original is lost. 

DIAGRAMS 

Diagrams are very rare. Only one papyrus (P. Oxy. 
235 = No. 15/22) gives a crude circular diagram. Other- 
wise. only the graffiti (Dura: 176, 219,1. 250.1 and 
Abydos: 353) have drawings which represent the circle 
of the zodiac and its division. In the Byzantine códices 
diagrams become more frequent (though consistently 
ignored in CCAG ) and are of three types as indicated 
in figure 24. For a photograph of an example of the 



Figure 24. 




first type cf. figure 20. The second and third types 
are very common in Latin and Islamic astrological 
literature. 

rhe invocation àyadi) rvyjq at the beginning of a horo¬ 
scope is fairly common in papyri from No. 227 on. 
Before then we find it only at the end of No. 81 and 
at the beginning of No. 137a. In the duplicate of the 
latter text (No. 137b) àyadi] (vrv\ei is written at 
the end. In No. 81 8to>n'xci ends the horoscope proper 
(end of column VII); similarly in Nos. 138/161, 277 
and 283. 

C. ARRANGEMENT OF THE BASIC DATA 

With the exception of a few elaborate horoscopes the 
text either consists of or begins with an enumeration 
of the positions of the celestial bodies. The arrangement 
of the planets in this enumeration follows definhe pat- 
terns which we shall describe presently. Before doing 
so, however, we must draw attention to a habit which 
prevails in the majority of texts which give only zodiacal 
signs for the planetary positions, that is, no degrees and 
minutes. If, then. two planets fali in the same sign, they 
are mentioned together, regardless of any scheme of 
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planetary arrangement. For example, we finei in No. 
L 85,11 the arrangement 

(Oá $5)(í2í)í>H 

where all planets in one group (...) fali in the same 
sign. The underlying pattern to which this text belongs 
is nevertheless 

In the following discussion we disregard all variations 
of the basic scheme caused by the accidental grouping 
in the same zodiacal sign. 11 

It is of interest to remark that the Babylonian horo- 
scopes also modify their standard order of enumeration 

U $ 2 *> <5 

whenever two planets belong to the same zodiacal sign. 12 
The Babylonian order itself, however, is no longer re- 
flected in Greek horoscopes, except, probably, the horo- 
scope of Antiochus of Commagene. 13 

The few Demotic horoscopes known follow a different 
principie. After sun and moon the centers and related 
places are enumerated in a fixed order. The planets are 
mentioned whenever they happen to coincide with one 
of the places mentioned. 14 

1. ORIGINAL SOURCES 

In enumerating the positions of the seven celestial 
bodies and oi the Horoscopos the papyri follow two 
major schemes: one is determined by the planetary 
order 

í- lí á 9 5 

the other follows the order of the zodiacal signs. 

The first class is represented in about two-thirds of 
our texts and can be divided into two subgroups accord- 
ing to the position of sun and moon at the beginning or 
at the end. 15 The arrangement 

O d b —» S H 

is the rule for the earlier horoscopes (betore 150) ; the 
order 

HíOíH 

is common hetween 171 and 277; from 320 on a modi- 
fication appears in which the Horoscopos is placed at 
the beginning, thus leading to 

HHSOí. 

11 Occasionally a text follows strictly the planetary order. 
disregarding identity oí signs (No. L 50 is an example). 

ja Cf. Sachs [2] p. 64. Sun and moon, or moon and sun, 
precede the planets. 

13 Cf. the commentary p. 14. 

14 Cf. Neugebauer [1]. 

15 Quite exceptional is No. —9 which begins with the moon: 
< <r h wom *. 


The habit of beginning with the Horoscopos seems in 
general to be a characteristic later development. 

The earliest text which shows the zodiacal order is 
No. 150 which begins with the sun but puts H at the 
end, out of the zodiacal order. Nos. 217 and 258 begin 
with Saturn. All the remainingexamples of the zodiacal 
arrangement belong to the interval from 245 to 394 and 
start with the Horoscopos (13 cases). 16 

In the papyri the enumeration of the positions of sun, 
moon, and planets is only rarely amplified, except by the 
addition of the Horoscopos. The four centers are men¬ 
tioned in some of the earlier texts: Nos. —3, 15/22, 
46, 95 and 137a,b. Horoscopos, Midheaven and Lot of 
Fortune are given in No. 81. Nos. 137a,b mention, 
besides the centers, the “ first ” and “ second ” Lots. 
Four Lots (Fortune, Daimon, Eros, Necessity) occur 
in Nos. 138/161 and 338, in the latter followed by the 
date of the airoKpovcic. 1 ' Horoscopos plus Lot of For¬ 
tune are given in No. 182 and in six out of seven 
horoscopes of the group Nos. 351 to 385. 18 This repre- 
sents a total of 15 cases among about 60 texts. 

2. LITERARY SOURCES 

The L-horoscopes show a mttch greater uniformity 
than the papyri. Except for a few special cases where 
the doctrine under discussion requires a particular se- 
lection of data we find the arrangement 

9 QH 

consistently followed (about 120 cases). Among those 
only a few minor deviations can be observed: the moon 
is out of place, generally near the end of the list, 9 times; 
Júpiter is out of order 4 times, Saturn and Mars twice. 
Quite irregular is the arrangement in Nos. L 516 and 
621 but none of these variants reflects a consistent system. 

The zodiacal order, which is quite common among 
the later papyri, is represented only once among the 
literary horoscopes (No. L 132, with the moon as 
“ starter ”). The two earliest horoscopes (Nos. L —71 
and L —42) begin with H. but probably only on the 
basis of a diagram. 

All four centers are mentioned only once. charac- 
teristically in one of the earliest horoscopes, No. L 40 
(from Antigonus). Midheaven is noted in Nos. L —71 
and L —42, then four times by Vettius Valens, but 
becomes the rule in all late horoscopes (from No. L 380 
on 10 ). On the other hand, the Lots (particularly the 


1,1 Fotheringharr^s statement (The Oxyrhynchits Papyri XII 
p. 232) “ that the horoscopes always name them in order, either 
beginning or ending with the Horoscopos” needs modification: 
the zodiacal order is observed only in about one-fourth of all 
cases and the Horoscopos is only once put at the end (but out 
of the zodiacal order) and twice the lead is given to Saturn. 

17 Cf. the commentary to No. 338 (p. 66). 

1S Omitted in No. 366. 

19 The only exceptions are the two special examples which 
arp additions to Vettius Valens (Nos. L419 and 431). 
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Lot of Fortune) are nnich more frequently quoted in 
the literary horoscopes tlian in the papyri. Tn Vettius 
Yalens alinost a tliircl of all exaniples quote the Lot of 
Fortune and this ratio increases to one-half of all cases 
with the late authors. 

In about one-third of all cases in which the Lot of 
Fortune is mentioned the Daimon is also given. The 
“ Exaltation of the Nativity ” is listed in Nos. L 95,V,18 
and L 440; 463; 484. The ascending node of the moon 
is never mentioned in a papyrus, ostracon, or graffito. 
It occurs in No. L —71. but in Vettius Valens it is 
given 3 times (Nos. L74,IV; 75,1; 115,11) but 13 
times between No. L412 and L 497. In 10 out of 16 
cases in which the ascending lunar node is mentioned 
the preceding conjunction or opposition is also given. 
A syzygy alone, without giving also the position of the 
node, occurs only 3 times (Nos. L419; 431; 440). 

The preceding statistics concern exclusively the initial 
enumeration of data. In several of the papyri and in 
the majority of the L-horoscopes additional data may 
be mentioned in the astrological discussion. An enu¬ 
meration of these data would be of little interest since 
their selection depends on the contents of the chapter 
to which the horoscopes are appended as exaniples. 


D. CALENDARIC DATA 

As far as can be seen at the present State of preserva- 
tion only two horoscopes on papyrus were not dated: 
No. 217, one out of a collection of four horoscopes (P. 
Warren 21) and No. 46, assuming that not a whole 
column is missing, which may or may not be the case. 
No date is given on the graffito No. 353 (Abydos) and 
the ostracon No. 207 mentions onlv month and day but 
no year. 

In sharp contrast herewith not a single date is given 
in the about one hundred horoscopes in Vettius Valens. 20 
The majority of the late literary horoscopes, however, 
are dated 21 (in the era Diocletian) with the exception 
of four horoscopes from Rhetorius (Nos. L401, 440, 
4S2, 488, the first and last of which are suspect of being 
artificially made up), of Xo. 516 and of the fictitious 
horoscope of Islam (No. L621). 

1. YEARS AND ERAS 

The following is the complete list of references to 
specific years, 22 found in our material. 

20 We disregard here the group of about 40 partial horoscopes 
listed in table 15. 

21 We disregard here partial versions; for example No. L 380 
first version gives the date Diocletian 97 Athyr 30. The second 
version gives Athyr 30 only, the third version no date at all. 

22 A parenthesis ( ) in connection with the word “ year ” 
means use of the abbreviation for irov s. In all other cases it 
indicates an addition made by us. 


No. 

— 9 

— 3 
15/22 

32 

81 

138/161 

137a,b 

137c 

139 

145 

149 

150 
161 

176 

177 
184 
187 


190 

208 

219.1, b 
219.11,1 
219.11,12 
220 
227 
244 
258 

260 

277 

282 

283 

284 

293,VIII 


316 

320 

326 

338 

345 

351 

366 

370 

373 

376.a 


376,b 


year 20 of Caesar (Augustus) 
year 27 of Caesar (Augustus) 

[the ... j year of Tiberius 

year 18 of Tiberius 

third year of the Divine Titus 

[year ... ] of Antoninus Caesar the Lord 

(year ) 1 of Antoninus Caesar the Lord 

1 (st year) of Antoninus Caesar the Lord 

2 of Antoninus Caesar the Lord 
eighth of Antoninus 

13 of Antoninus Caesar 
13(th year) of Antoninus Caesar the Lord 
1Cst year) of Antoninus [and] Verus, the 
Lords Augusti 
487 (Seleucid era) 

17(th year of Marcus Aurelius) 

(year) 24 (of Commodus) 
year twenty-seven (of Commodus), Mesore 
6 , according to the Greeks. according to 
the Egyptians (year) 2S, Thoth 23 

[30th (year)] of Commodus 
(year) 15 (of Septimius Severus and Cara- 
cal la) 

year 530 (Seleucid era) 

(year) 2 (of) Antoninus the Lord(?) 
(year) 2 of the same 
year [..] 

year 7 of Severus Alexander 
(year) 1 of Philip 

6 (th year) of our Lords, Valerian [and Gal- 
lienus] and Cornelius Saloninus, Augusti 
1 (st year) of Macrinianus and Quietus, Au¬ 
gusti 

2(nd year) of Probus 
1 (st year) of Carinus 
1 (st year) of Carinus 

in the blessed reign of Diocletian; [(year)] 
1 of Diocletian 

9(th year of Diocletian) and 8(th year of 
Maximianus) and 1 (st year of Constantius 
and Galerius) completed 
33 (rd year) of Diocletian 
year [... ] 38 of Diocletian 
42 (vears) from Diocletian 
55(th year) of Diocletian 
(year) 61 (of Diocletian) 

67 of Diocletian 

[82nd] (year) of Diocletian, 9(th) indiction, 
presidency of Isidorus, son of Pamenes 

86 of Diocletian, 13(th) indiction 
89 of Diocletian 

6 (th) indiction ... 93 of Diocletian, Her- 
mogenes, son of Theotimos, president 
6 (th) indiction, in the time of the Night- 



166 


GENERAL COMMEXTS 


Xo. 

watch commander Macarius, son of Hcr- 
mias Gesdos, 93 of Diocletian 
L 380 in the 97(th) year from the reign of Dio¬ 
cletian 

381,a,b 97 of Diocletian 

385 101 from Diocletian, in the presidency <jf 

Serenus, (son of ?) Artemidoros Phanou- 
sire 

394 (year) 111 (of Diocletian) 

L 419 Reign of Valentinian .... year of Diocletian 
135 

L 428 (y ea r) of Diocletian 145 

L431 of Diocletian year 147 

431 148 of Diocletian 

L 463 year of Diocletian 179 

465 from Diocletian 181 

L474 year of Diocletian 191 

L 475 year of Diocletian 191 

478 year of the blessed reign of Diocletian 194 

L 478 year of Diocletian 195 

L 479 year of Diocletian 195 

L483 in the year of Diocletian 199 

L484 year of Diocletian J 200 J 

L 486 year of Diocletian 202 

L 487 year of Diocletian 204 

L 497 year 214 from the beginning of the reign of 
Diocletian which is the year 821 from the 
death of Alexander the Macedonian. 

This list shows that from 284 on the era Diocletian is 
used consistently. The Seleucid era appears only in the 
graffiti from Dura (Nos. 176 and 219,1). The date of 
No. 187 is a clear example of the association of regnal 
years and calendar years in Egypt. The era Augustus 
is not attested in the horoscopes though it is used by 
Vettius Valens in his rules for the determination of the 
weekdays and of planetary positions 23 and similarly in 
the excerpts from Balbillus for the nodes. 24 In the 
Greek planetary tables P. Tebt. 274, years of Titus are 
quoted beside the regnal years of Trajan. 25 The era 
“ from the death of Alexander ” appears only in No. 
L 497 and in the form of “ from the beginning of 
Philip ” as a marginal note of one manuscript in the 
introduction to No. L 621. 26 The fact that this era was 
used in the Handy Tables of Ptolemy and Theon makes 
it surprising that it is so rare in astrological context. 

2. MONTHS 

The Macedonian names of the months occur in otir 


23 Vettius Valens I, 10 and 20 (Kroll p. 26, 12 f. and p. 33, 
31 f. etc.). 

24 CCAG 8,4 p. 239,16. The era Augustus is also used by 
Ptolemy in his Canobic Inscription (opera II p. 152,1 Heiberg). 

26 Cf. Neugebauer [4] p. 240 ff. 
sn Cf. n. 158 note 1. 


material only in the graffiti from Dura. 27 For the two 
instances in which we are able to establish the corre- 
sponding Julian dates (Nos. 176 and 219,1) we find 
that the Hyperberetaios corresponds roughly to the 
month of October. As is common in Greek calendars, 
the months are either civil or accurately lunar. Con- 
sequently, some dates are given in both versions, plain 
(i.e., civil) and “ according to the moon.” 

The Roman calendar occurs in No. 81 in a triple 
dating in Alexandrian. Egyptian, and Roman fashion 
(“ calends of April ”). Roman counting is suggested 
by our restoration of No. 171. Roman month names are 
used in Nos. L 412, 28 L463 and L 474 but the days are 
counted simply as ordinais (April 17. April 25, and 
October 1 respectively). This seems to be the earliest 
knovvn instance of this simplified method of counting. 29 

The honorific month name “ Hadrian ” is used in 
Nos. 137a, b, and c, in the latter version described as 
“ according to the Greeks.” All three versions give the 
Egyptian equivalent (Tybi). 

The Egyptian names of the months are used 30 in all 
other cases (more than 50), in 37 of which the Alexan¬ 
drian calendar is meant. No. —3 speaks about Phaophi 
5 xarà xaiWpos whereas Nos. 161, 284, and 287 say 
“ according to the Greeks.” Normallv, however, no 
nearer description is given and only the astronomical 
data make it possible to distinguish between the Alexan¬ 
drian and the unreformed Egyptian calendar. We have 
found no instance later than 207 among the horoscopes 31 
for a date in the old Egyptian calendar. 

This old Egyptian calendar was used. perhaps, with- 
out further explanation, in two papyri, horoscopes Nos. 
139-f- 149, and 177 but in all three cases the dating 
causes great difficulties and our assumption of the 
Egyptian calendar might be wrong. 32 

The “ old calendar ” is explicitly quoted in four cases 
of double dates: Nos. 15/22, 81, 137a and b, 161. In 
two other horoscopes (Nos. 137c and 187) dates “ac¬ 
cording to the Greeks ” and “ according to the Egyp- 
tians " are given beside each other. No. —9 and No. 
145 have only a date “according to the ancients ” and 
No. 207 (ostracon) “ according to the Egyptians,” being 
the latest instance for this style of dating among all 
horoscopes. 33 


27 Nos. 176; 219,1; 250,1. 

28 YVritten 485/486. 

2 * Cf. Ideler, Chron. II p. 191; Ginzel, Chron. III p. 117. It 
is worth noticing that the “ Ephemeris for 467 a.d.” uses the 
Roman style of denoting the days of the Roman months; cf. 
Curtis-Robbins [11. 

30 Their list is given on p. 3. 

31 In the strictly astronomical literature the old Egyptian 
calendar remains in use in Greek and in Islamic works and then 
again in Western Europe during the Renaissance (Copernicus). 

3 ' This holds particularly for No. 139; cf. the commentary 
to this horoscope. 

33 Of the Demotic planetary tables only the earliest one. 
covering the years from Augustus 14 (= — 16) to 41 (=a.d. 
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3. DAYS; NIGHT AND EPOCH 

The days are usually denoted only by their ordinal 
number. Four times the natnes of the weekdays are 
added. The earliest instance is No. 219,I,b, a graffito 
from Dura. The three other ones come from Palchus: 
Nos. L 479, L 486, L 487. 34 

For the day numbers the following rules can be 
observed: 

(a) If the horoscopic moment is a moment of day- 
light, then only a single number is given as date. 

( b ) If we are dealing with an hour of the night, then 
the date is given in the form “ n to 35 n -f- 1.” 

The rule (a) is followed without exception (35cases). 
The rule (b) is not strictly obeyed but among 26 dates 
associated with an hour of night there are 6 single 
dates 30 against 19 cases 37 which follow rule ( b ) and 
one ambiguous case (No. 125) where the restoration 
of a double day number is possible but not certain. 

The difference in notation for daytime and night poses 
a problem which is related to the intricate problem of 
“ epoch ” in the counting of days in the Egyptian and 
in the Alexandrian calendar. Before entering upon the 
discussion of this wider question we shall make some 
preliminary remarks. 

First: one must carefully distinguish between “ double 
day numbers ” as occurring in the above stated form 
( b ) for the reference to an hour of night and “ double 
dates ” which relate two different calendars. Secondly: 
it is convenient to illustrate our discussion by means 
of schematic figures in which the time axis is divided 
in sections, alternately representing daylight (lightly 
drawn) and night (heavily drawn). Finally: one must 
realize that modem chronological tables (e.g. Schram, 
Ta].) count their Julian days in modern fashion from 
midnight to midnight. An equivalence obtained from 
such a table between an ancient and a Julian date may 
actually be correct only for a part of the day. For 
example, the relation between an Egyptian day with 
morning epoch and the corresponding Julian date is 
represented in figure 25. 

We now can turn to the evidence concerning double 

11), uses the Egyptian calendar. The Stobart tables, preserved 
for Vespasian 3 (= a.d. 70) to Hadrian 17 (= 132) are based 
on the Alexandrian calendar. Cf. below p. 173. For Greek 
papyri in general, a.d. 237 seems to be the latest attested date 
for the use of the “ old calendar” (P. Grenf. II, 67) though 
the question is unsettled as to which calendar is meant in docu- 
ments which give no double dates or give dates without speci- 
fications. 

34 In No. L 486 the day in question is a Monday; the three 
other cases are Saturdays. 

* 3 «ís. The same expression in P. Ryl. 27. 50. 

39 Nos. 284, 320, 431 certain. In Nos. 145, 207, 394 the criticai 
passage is partly destroyed but a restoration to a double day- 
number is made very unlikely by the spacing or shape of the 
text. 

37 Here are included Nos. 138/161 and 177 where the restora¬ 
tion of a double day number is practically certain. 


day numbers. From the fourth century b.c. to the late 
fifth and early sixth century a.d. we find the rules (a) 
and (b) followed, namely single day numbers for day¬ 
time (without exception) and preferably double day 
numbers for the night. 

The earliest occurrence of the double day number, 
known to us, is the “ dream of Nectanebo,” presumably 
referring to —342 July 5/6, preserved in a Serapeum 
papyrus written about two centuries later. 38 Several 
other reports on dreams from the same group of texts 
do quote single day numbers only, but we do not know 
whether daytime or night is implied. 30 A double day 
number is given, however, for a dream in — 158 Febru- 
ary 10 40 and in a contemporary complaint about a 
robbery. 41 About a century earlier two Petrie papyri 
furnish us with double day numbers again from reports 

Egyptian: H-n-►(-<-n +1 — 

Julian: - k -*4*- k + l - 

Figure 25. 

on night robbery. 42 These examples suffice to prove that 
the use of double day numbers for the time of night is 
independent of any astronomical practice and also pre¬ 
cedes by centuries the Augustan reform of the Egyp¬ 
tian calendar. 

The next large group of double day numbers for the 
time of night comes from astronomical observations 
quoted by Ptolemy in the Almagest. Smyly was fully 
justified wlien he said 43 that Ptolemy “ merely adopted 
a system which had been in popular use for centuries 
before his time in Egypt.” The Almagest contains more 
than 60 instances of double day numbers, referring to 
observations ranging from —720 to -f- 141. 44 These 
double day numbers are never associated with any month 
nanie except the Egyptian ones (Thoth, Phaophi, etc.) 
and in almost all cases it is explicitly stated that this is 
a month “ according to the Egyptians.” 45 

38 Wilcken, UPZ I No. 81 (p. 370) col. 11,1: <papp.ovdi ko. 

€IC TTJP Kp. 

39 Cf., e.g., Wilcken, UPZ I No. 77. 

40 Wilcken, UPZ I No. 78, p. 359 line 2: rvfi[i\ </9 cic [t]iji> ly. 

41 P. Tebt. 958 (162 B.C.?) : t»j]( k0 tiji wkti [tiji ipepovciji ] eic 
ti]v X [tov ■naxwv]. Obviously one lias to restore P. Tebt. 804 
(112 b.c. ?) according to the same scheme: [tiji 5 tiji wkti ] tij« 
<pepo[vori\i eic rrjv e tov <papei>u0. Cf. Hipparchus on the autumn 
equinox of — 146 September 26/27 : rfj y' tuv iirayopièvwv tov 
pttroí >vktíou tov eít T7)v 5' <pépovTos (Almagest, Heib. 204,5). 
Similarly P. Reinach 17 for —108 December 1 : Tlfl yVKTl TIJI 
4>ep\ov)ai)i etc 15 tov aOvp tov 0 (ítoit). 

43 P. Petrie III p. 59: vvktoc tiji k£ cit ttj\v ktj| tov iraxuv 
(about —260) and p. 72: tiji wkti [õi e]ic ttjv /3 tov iraxo>y 
(about —240). 

43 Smyly [2] p. 87. 

44 The double day numbers are always given in the form of, 
e.g., 4>ap.tvw0 trj ' eis ttjv i6’ (Heib. II, 263,24). 

40 Examples of omission: Heib. II, 311, 12f. (‘‘21 of Mesore 
to the 22th ”) or Heib. I. 195. 12 f. (“Mesore 30 at sunset”). 
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Many cases concern cloiible dates, i.e., comparison 
with other calenclar Systems. Among these some of the 
earliest dates 40 are of interest since single and double 
day numbers occur simultaneously, e.g. “ in the 36th 
year of the Calippic period, Poseideon 25, (i.e.) Phaophi 
16, beginning of the 10th hour (of night) .... in the 
year 454 of Nabonassar Phaophi 16 to 17, 3 seasonal 
hours after midnight." This, and several similar in- 
stances, show clearly that “ Phaophi 16 includes the 
whole night which is otherwise denoted as Phaophi 
16 to 17.” This agrees with the well-known fact of a 
morning epoch of the Egyptian day. 

The earlier Greek horoscopes give the impression that 
the double day numbers belong to the Egyptian calendar 
in contrast to the reformed Alexandrian calendar. We 
have the following passages: 

No. _ 9; Mesore the 24th to the 25th, according 
[to the old (calendar) ] 

No. 15/22: Phaophi 1. according to the old calendar 
Phaophi 11 to [12] 

No. 81: the sixth day («iri^wcKown; octtji), the 

third hour of the night; as the Romans 
reckon, the calends of April; according 
to the old (calendar), Pachon the first 
(veofir/via') to the second. 

In the later horoscopes, however, double day numbers 
are given for the hours of night though only the Alexan¬ 
drian calendar is used. The same holds for the dates 
in Vettius Valens with one exception 47 which is, how¬ 
ever, explicitly stated as “according to the Alexan- 
drians,” though all other dates are also based on the 
Alexandrian calendar. 

The implication that double day numbers reflect an 
Egyptian terminology is not supported by Egyptian 
soiírces. The evidence for this statement has been as- 
sembled by Sethe in his Zeitrechmmg 48 and need not 
bc repeated here. We can add only the dates of two 
Demotichoroscopes of the year Tiberius4 (a.d. 17 18) 4J 
which run as follows 

year 4, (month) 2 of Akhet, day 9. the llth hour of 

the night 50 (= a.d. 17, Septcmber 26 about 5 a.m.) 

and 

year 4, (month) 4 of Peret, (day) 1, the 4th hour oi 
the night 50 (= a.d. 18, February 25 about 10 p.m.). 

Though hoth horoscopes (ostraca) use the old Egyp- 

49 All from observations by Timocharis in Alexandria. 

47 Nos. 23-26 in the tables 15 and 16 p. lSOf.; Kroll p. 26,21. 

48 Particularly p. 130 ff. The only case of a date which 
resembles the Greek double day numbers was communicated to 
us by Dr. H. Goedicke from a Bucheum inscription concerning 
the year —144: “month IV smw (XII) 27, the llth hour oí 
night, as the morning of the 28th day dawned ’ (Mond-Myers, 
Buch., II p. 7 and III pl. 41 A). 

4 °Neugebauer 11] p. 116 ff. 

60 Lite^al^y 11 99 (rhwy ). 


tian forni of dating, with three seasons of four months 
each, the astronomical investigation shows that the first 
one is using the old Egyptian calendar, based on the 
Egyptian year of 365 days, the second one, however, 
the reformed calendar which is based on the Julian 
year. And neither one uses double day numbers for the 
night. 

In Greek sources the double day numbers are not 
restricted to the Ptolemaic and Roman period. We find 
them still in use in our horoscopes Nos. L 380, 428, 431 
and 478 51 as well as in observational records from the 
years 498, 503, and 509 made in Alexandria by Am- 
monius and Heliodorus. 52 

After having established the continuous use of double 
day numbers for the time of night during a period of 
about eight centuries we can now turn to the thorny 
question of epoch, at least as far as reflected in our 
material. 

It is the generally accepted rule to consider the epoch 
for the days in the Egyptian calendar and in the Alexan¬ 
drian and Roman calendar as identical, at least for the 
Roman imperial period which concerns us here. This 
means one assumes morning epoch for all those calen- 
dars 53 and a relation to our norm of the Julian day 
which is illustrated by figure 25 p. 167. All astro¬ 
nomical data in the Almagest agree with this norm. 
Some of the horoscopes, however, show a less simple 
picture. 

We first mention Nos. 366 and 373, both written by 
the same hand. In No. 366 a moment somewhere 
between sunset and about 4 seasonal hours after sunset 
is called 

tv(3i oi pt eic i8 “ Tybi, late to 12(th)’ 
whereas No. 373 says 

tv[$l t] <i>f>a oipc ac d “ Tybi 8, late hour to 9(th)” 

for a moment which could fali anywhere between 2 hours 
before or after sunset. Since No. 366 refers, in all 
probability, to an hour of night (our computation would 
require at least one hour after sunset), it seems plausible 
to assume also for No. 373 a moment after sunset (which 
would agree with our computation). 

The simplest explanation of this terminology would 
be, of course, a midnight epoch. This would also moti- 
vate the use of double day numbers “ from n to it + 1 ” 
for the time of night. This conclusion was indeed drawn 
by Smyly 54 though he was forced to declare the dating 

61 From Hephaistion, Rhetorius, add. to Vett. Vai., Palchus 
respectively. 

82 First publisbed by Bouillaud in 1645, then discussed by 
Delambre, HA A I p. 518 (1817). Place and authors were 
determined by Tanncry (1884), Mém. Sei. II p. 125 (the date 
502 is an error for 503). 

83 Ginzel, CUron. III, p. 6; I p. 162 ff. Sethe, Zcitr. p. 137. 

84 Smyly [2] p. 86. He quotes Pliny NH 11,188 in support 
of his thesis, but the same passage ascribes, e.g., a morning 
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of No. 81 as an error, 55 because this text is incompatible 
with a midnight epoch but requires an evening epoch 
both for the Alexandrian and for the Roman calcndar 
by its equating (for a.d. 81 March 31 about 9 p.m.) 

Egypt. IX 1/2 with Alex. VIII 6 = Roman April 1 

( cf . figure 11 p. 25). If one accepts this relation as 
correct — and No. 81 is one of our best written and 
most elaborate documents — then one may perhaps see 
in this double date the outcome of a combination of the 
original Greek evening epoch with the traditional Egyp- 
tian morning epoch. This would again motivate single 
day numbers for daytime, but double day numbers for 
the night (cf. figure 26). Otherwise one must follow 

FgypT. fityle - n ■ ■ -»|«- n ♦ I »-| 

»- ■ ■ I- i I H- 1 ■)■■■■■< 

Greek st/U f*-Ti-^-n ♦ I -*-| 

Figure 26. 

Smyly and declare the double dates of No. 81 as an 
error for 

Egypt. IX 1/2 corresponds to Alex. VIII 5 = March 31 

as would be the case for common morning epoch. Under 
no circumstances can No. 81 be an evidence for a mid¬ 
night epoch. 58 

The material presented here seems to lead to the 
following conclusion: The standard relations between 
Egyptian, Alexandrian, and Julian calendar can be 
applied safely wherever we are dealing with a single 
date which concerns daytime, or with a double day 
number referring to the night from n to n -f- 1. If, 
however, a single date includes the night, one must be 
cautious. In case of the Egyptian calendar it seems to 
be safe to assume morning epoch throughout. For 
Alexandrian and Roman dates, however, an evening 
epoch may have existed much later tlian usually assumed. 

4. HOURS 

It is natural to assume that numerais in connection 
with hours of day or night are to be taken as ordinais, 
denoting the current hour. This is confirmed by the 
explicit occurrence of ordinais in Nos. 15/22, 81, 145, 
and 190. The same folio ws from cases like No. 244 
where Horoscopos and sun are both located in V3 and 
the time is given as <”>pa fjfiépas. Since even an extremai 
distance of H and O cannot correspond to more than 
2 seasonal hours after sunrise, it is clear that can only 
denote the 2nd hour and not 2 completed hours. 

epoch to the Babylonians, in flagrant contradiction to the facts 
known from the cuneiform texts (evening epoch). 

58 Smyly [21 p. 88. 

58 Wiícken, apparently not realizing that the astronomical 
conditions of No. 81 determine the hour as onc before midnight, 
assumed (Ostr. I p. 793) as part of the Augustan reform the 
introduction of the Roman midnight epoch into the Alexandrian 
calendar. 


It is often impossible to distinguish between equi- 
noctial and seasonal hours, particularly if only the 
zodiacal signs of Horoscopos and sun are given. But 
there exist limiting cases where a decision is possible 67 
and it then falis in favor of seasonal hours. Forexample, 
No. 220 associates the 9th hour of day with a position 
of the Horoscopos at the “ end of X ” and a solar 
longitude in £?. From this it follows that the time 
elapsed after sunrise can only be at the most 7 ;56 equi- 
noctial hours but between 8;33 and 9 ;11 seasonal hours. 
Similarly in No. 260: in this case the exact positions of 
H and sun are known and the numbers of the text agree 
only with seasonal hours. 

In No. 15/22 the hour is said to be the fourth hour 
of night. Computation shows that the time was at most 
3 h after sunset (both in equinoctial and seasonal hours 
since the date would correspond to the time of equinox). 
The text belongs, however, to so early a period that we 
must assume that the computation was not carried 
out with trigonometric tables but with the arithmetical 
schemes of System A or B for the rising times. Using 
system A one would obtain as upper boundary for the 
time after sunset 3 ;6,24 h , and 3;10 h with system B. 
This may just suffice to explain the “ fourth hour.” 

In all otlier cases from original sources where a check 
is possible the hour given by the text lies within the 
computed limits. Twice 58 the hour is called “ approxi- 
mately ” (ircpt), in several cases 59 the “ beginning ” of 
an hour occurs. 

It is probably mere carelessness if No. 385 only says 
“ hour of the day ” without numeral. The numeral alone 
is used in Nos. L 380 L 419 L 486 always indicating an 
hour of daylight. The word “ hour ” is omitted in 
No. 338. 

The horoscopes from the earlier group of literary 
sources, i.e., before a.d. 190, never mention either date 
or hour. Nothing is known for two centuries until the 
later authors (from 380 onward). Two-thirds of these 
late horoscopes give date and hour, 10 of which can be 
checked numerically from the given longitudes of H 
and O- Five times the statement of the text agrees 
both with seasonal and with equinoctial hours. 60 In 4 
cases 61 only seasonal hours agree with the text. 62 The 
only possible evidence for the use of equinoctial hours 
could be No. L 380 but the data of the text show in¬ 
ternai discrepancies which destroy the basis for such a 
conclusion. 63 


67 Nos. 190, 220, 260. 

88 Nos. —3 and 219,I,b. 

69 Nos. 137a,b 190 227 282 L419 L428. 

00 In two additional cases (Nos. L486 and L487) the text 
gives the wrong hour (2nd instead of lst hour) regardless of 
what type of hour had been used. 

81 Nos. L 428, L 463, L479, L483. 

82 This agrees with Ginzels general experience (cf. Chronol. 
III, p. 297). 

03 Cf. the commentary to No. L 380 (p. 132). 
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To summarize the investigation of our whole material 
vve may say tliat with the exception of a very small 
number of cases all references to hours can l>e inter- 
preted as meaning current seasonal hours. 

E. ASTRONOMICAL DATA 

1. If one looks for explicit astronomical data in the 
horoscopes, beyond the position of the celestial bodies 
and the “ centers,” then one finds only little in the papyri, 
with the exception of No. 81. In the literary sources the 
situation is different. The direct enumeration of the 
data is as limited as in the papyri but the fact that the 
literary horoscopes serve as examples in astrological 
treatises has preserved for us many deductions from 
the initial data in the course of which additional astro¬ 
nomical elements are mentioned. This gives us at least 
some glimpse of the astronomical techniques and con- 
cepts which were at the disposal of men like Vettius 
Valens, Palchus, and Rhetorius. Though our material 
can only represent a minute fraction of the astrological 
literature of antiquity, one obtains the impression that 
the later authors required a greater numerical accuracy — 
at least formally — than Vettius Valens in the second 
century. The papyri, however, seem to show the oppo- 
site trend, the more elaborate horoscopes being the 
carlier ones. The two texts which are of greatest interest 
astronomically are four centuries apart: No. 81 (P. 
London 130) and No. L 497 (from Eutocius), both 
giving detailed planetary positions with respect to fixed 
stars, a procedure which is reminiscent of the procedure 
followed by certain classes of cuneiform texts 04 of the 
last centuries b.c. 

In the following we give a summary of astronomical 
data found in the horoscopes. For details the commen- 
taries to the single texts nuist be consulted. 

2. The rising times of the zodiacal signs are only 
once mentioned in a papyrus, namely, in the statement 
of No. 95 05 that “ the governing Horoscopos was fixed 
in complete conformity (with the rules of) the rising 
times,” which probably means that from the given hour 
the Horoscopos was computed with the use of rising 
times. 

In the literary sources the rising times are mentioned 
frequently in astrological context (e.g., for the periods 
of life) —about 30 times in Vettius Valens. Usually 
they are taken from the arithmetical schemes of System 
A or System B which are derived from the corresponding 
Babylonian schemes. In the late astrological treatises, 
however, the mtich more accurate tables of Ptolemy or 
Theon were used and detailed computations are carried 
out which also involve the tables for sphaera recta and 
the tables of seasonal hours for given latitudes (e.g., 
Nos. L 401, L 428, L488, etc.). 

64 Cf. Sachs [1]. 

eB III, 59 f. 


3. All cases which operate with rising times contain 
some geographical data. usually in the form of quoting 
the number of the corresponding “ clima.” Occasionally, 
however. a purely geographical position is given sucli 
as "clima of Spain ” (Xo. L419) or of Alexandria 
(Xo. L 74.IV or Xo. L497). No. 81 says “computed 
in Hermopolis where the horizon has the ratio seven to 
five (of longest to shortest daylight)” which is the 
standard norm for Lower Egypt. 

The concept of “ clima ” is never mentioned in any 
of the horoscopes on papyrus but is quite common in 
the literary horoscopes. In the earlicr cases, all of which 
come from Vettius Valens and thus belong to the first 
and second centuries a.d., the climata are defined ac- 
cording to the originally Babylonian schemes of linear 
rising times. 68 The later horoscopes, however, from 
L 380 on, use the more recent terminology which is 
based on Ptolemy’s trigonometric table of rising times. 67 

The details of the distributions are as follows. Of the 
literary horoscopes of the first two centuries a.d. only 
five are not from Vettius Valens. None of them men- 
tions the clima, but Xo. 113,IV (from Antigonusthrough 
Hephaestion) uses the arithmetical rising times of Sys¬ 
tem A or B for Alexandria. Hephaestion himself refers 
in No. L 380, first version, to clima 3 of Lower Egypt 
and uses tables which agree with TheoiVs Handy Tables. 

Rhetorius gives two examples from clima 4 68 and two 
from clima 5; 69 twice (L482 and L463) no clima is 
mentioned, while in No. L 440 rising times for Alexan¬ 
dria of the old type, System A, are used implicitly. 70 

The additions to Vettius Valens Nos. L419 and L431 
mention the “ clima of Spain ” and “ clima 4,” respec- 
tively. The latter corresponds to <f> = 36 which is also 
the latitude of Southern Spain. 

No reference to the clima is made by Palchus (8 
horoscopes from L 474 to L 487). Eutocius (L 497) 
expressly gives “ Alexandria in Egypt ” as locality. The 
last of our horoscopes, L621, seems to have been coin- 
puted for clima 5. 

4. Fixed stars play in general a minor role in astro¬ 
logical works. A doctrine involving the heliacal rising 
of Sirius (on Epiphi 25 = July 19) is used in the first 
version of No. L 120,11. Perhaps tnerely for poetical 
reasons, Centaur is mentioned in Manetho’s horoscope 
(No. L80). In Hadrian’s horoscope (No. L76), the 
moon “ was about to come in conjunction with a certain 

nn Cf. the tabulation in tahle 3 (p. 5) left side. 

' iT Cf. p. 5 table 3 riglit side. 

® 8 Nos. L 401 and L 488, though the latter is actually com¬ 
puted for clima 6. 

““Nos. L428 and L516. 

:o In the introduction to CCAG 8,1 p. 220 ff. Cumont remarks 
on the higher frequency of clima 5 or Byzantium. In fact. 
however, the number of examples is greatly reduced if one 
observes that the same data are repeatedly used for different 
purposes. Then one is left with 2 cases for clima 3 (Alexan¬ 
dria), 2 for clima 4, and 3 for clima 5. Obviously no conclusion 
can bc based on such limited cvidence. 
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bright fixecl star ” in 2 r 20°, which \ve cotild not identify. 
In No. L 479 the rising of Asclepius (Ophiuchus) with 
the moon is noted. 71 

In No. 81 the positions of the planets are not only 
defined by their ecliptic coordinates but also in relation 
to constellations or individual stars — the distances 
being expressed in “ fingers ” and in “ lunar diameters.” 
The Identification of the stars mentioned causes various 
difficulties which are discussed in our commentary to 
No. 81. 

A much simpler situation is met in No. L 497. Here 
the coordinates A and (1 of nine fixed stars are given 
such that there can be no doubt about their identifica- 
tion. Their names agree closely with the names in the 
Almagest, and not. as one perhaps would have expected. 
with the Handy Tables. 72 The coordinates and magni¬ 
tudes are exactly as with Ptolemy except for the neces- 
sary correction of A for precession. For details cf. 
p. 153. 

“ Simultaneously rising stars” («rvmmTÉAAorra) 73 occur 
in No. 137c, unfortunately, only in very fragmentary 
context. 

5. In No. 137c the longitude of the sun is said to be 
“ calculated according to the lowest and the greatest 
[of velocity],” which might be a reference to the arith- 
metical methods of Babylonian origin. The declination 
of the sun is described in No. L 497 as “ inclination 
toward the equator on the circle which passes through 
its pole.” Ordinarily the solar longitude is the only 
numerically given coordinate, or, in other cases, the 
solar position is given with more sexagesimal digits 
than the planetary positions. 

In No. 81 it is mentioned that the spring equinox is 
past, the sun having reached T 14 ; 6 . For the ques- 
tion which longitude is associated with the vernal equi¬ 
nox cf. p. 182. 

A solar eclipse (484 January 14) which took place 
shortly before the death of Proclus is mentioned in his 
horoscope (No. L412), together with a predicted solar 
eclipse (486 May 19). Probahly this latter eclipse in 
combination with the preceding and following lunar 
eclipse (485 Decemher 7 and 487 April 23) are made 
responsible for some ill effect on Theodoros in his career 
as augustalian prcfect in Alexandria (No. L486). 

6 . The lunar nodes, which play an important role in 
Islamic astrology, are of only secondary importance in 
our material. They are never mentioned in any of the 
original documents but the ascending node occurs in 
No. L —71, three times in horoscopes from Vettius 
\'alens (Nos. L74.IV L 75,1 L 115,11) and 13 times 

71 The Pleiades are mentioned in astrological context in No. 
L 87,1. 

72 Halma, Tab. man. III p. 44 fT. 

73 For the importance of this concept in Greek astrology cf. 
Boll, Sphaera. 


in the late horoscopes (Nos. L 412 ff .). 74 The lunar 
latitude was mentioned in the now destroyed context of 
No. 95. Otherwise, the mooiTs latitude is only given 
in No. L 497. 

The moon is said to be in slow motion in No. L 474. 
Its mean motion is used in No. L 380. The moon is 
called "rising” in No. 137a,b though the elongation 
from the sun (which is actually rising) is almost — 50°. 
ín No. 81 the moon is called “ waxing in crescent ” 
( o.tt* uvaTo\fj<i (pepofíé 1*77 ò^vydmoç) at ail elongation of 
about 29°. 

7. In planetary motion retrogradation is mentioned 

six times 75 against two references to direct motion . 70 
Opposition is mentioned twice , 77 the second stationary 
point is referred to in No. 81 ( ) and in No. 137a,b 

( b , U, 6 ) whereas No. L 497 places U , <5 , 9 , and 
9 in the first station. Planets are said to he “ rising ” 
in Nos. 81, 137a,b. L 40, L 76, L487, and L497; 
reference to a phase 7 days later is made in Nos. 81 
and L 76. Setting is mentioned only once ( 9 in No. 
250,2). Mars is said to be “ dim,” being close to the 
sun (No. L 112,VII). 

The latitudes of the planets are given only in No. 
L497. The perigee of Mercury is recorded in No. 81. 
It is of interest that the position (T 10°) agrees with 
Ptolemy’s value for the apogee of the eccenter of Mer- 
curv for about a.d. 140. In very obscure and doubtful 
context an “ anomaly ” of Mars is mentioned in No. 345. 

A “ magnitude ” or “ weight ” (óy/coç) is assigned to 
the planets in No. 81 but we do not know exactly what 
is ineant since this concept is not attested elsewhere in 
any astronomical treatise known to us. 

For the planetary periods which occur in astrological 
context in various disguises cf. the remarks in the tech- 
nical glossary s.r. “ Periods ” (p. 10). 

8 . The tabulation of the deviations betweenthe longi¬ 
tudes of the celestial bodies given by the later literary 
horoscopes (almost all of which belong to the fifth cen- 
tury) and found by modern computation reveals some 
interesting facts. A glance at the graphical representa- 
tion of the differences “ text — computation” (figures 
37 and 38 p. 188 f.) shows that they remain essentially 
constant except for the irregular fiuctuations which are 
caused by minor errors and inaccuracies. This is particu- 
larly evident in the case of the slow and regular motion 
of the sun and of the ascending lunar node. This graph 
stands in marked contrast to the graph of the solar 
longitudes obtained from Vettius Valens (figure 33 p. 
182) : whereas the later literary horoscopes show a 

71 The descending node appears in one version of No. L 48ó 
but certainly by mistake. 

76 Nos. 46. 250,2 260 and Nos. L 75 112.VII 479. 

70 Nos. 95 and L 487. 

" Nos. 260 and L 40. This concerns only mention as astro¬ 
nomical element; in the form of an “ aspect ” opposition is often 
mentioned in the literary horoscopes. then called “ diameter." 
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practically constant deviation, the deviations in the texts 
from Vettius Valens decrease continually at a rate 
corresponding to precession. This shows that the longi¬ 
tudes in Vettius Valens are sidereal longitudes whereas 
the later authors operate with tropical longitudes, ob- 
viously following the norin adopted by Ptolemy and 
Theon. 

From the graphs, figures 37 and 38. a deviation oi 
about 2° or 3 o between the textual longitudes and 



the modern ones results. Let us assume that longi¬ 
tudes were correct at the time of Ptolemy (-f- 150) 
and that his constant of precession of I o per century 
had been used until the fifth or sixth century. Then 
in the middle of the fifth century the resulting longi¬ 
tudes would be about I o too small, owing to the 


is illustrated by the case of Nos. 137a,b and No. 137c 
where a difference of 3 o for the solar longitude appears 
in two versions of the same horoscope. The literary 
horoscopes give us a more significant picture not only 
by their greater number but also by their uniformity. 

9. lt is of interest to note that some early Arabic 
horoscopes continue where the Greek literary horo¬ 
scopes end. The table given here (table 14) shows 
almost exact agreement between the differences found 
in the Greek horoscope No. L621 of the Islamic State 
(written about 775) and in the Arabic counterpart of 
a. d. 622 March 21 given by al-Kindi (who died about 
873). 7a The same trend is shown by the next six horo¬ 
scopes from a work 80 of Mãshã’allãh (who died about 
815/820) which was communicated to us by Professor 
F. Carmody. 81 The explanation of this close agreement 
between Greek and Arabic literary horoscopes lies, of 
course. in the use of the same type of tables, most likely 
the Handy Tables of Ptolemy or Theon. 

10 . It is, of course, plausible to assume that the 
later Greek horoscopes were also based on the tables 
of Ptolemy or Theon. No. L 497 States explicitly that 
its author, presumably Eutocius, follows the rules of 
Ptolemy, though without giving further details. Very 
little is known, however, about the methods of coni- 
putation of the earlier horoscopes. “ Perpetuai Tables ” 
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Table 14. 


defect in the value of Ptolemy’s constant of precession. 
Actually, however, we find values I o or 2 o smaller. 
Since Ptolemy’s fixed star longitudes for the zodiacal 
belt have longitudes about 3° too small, 78 we are left 
with a deviation of 1 ± 4 o for which we cannot offer 
any plausible explanation. 

The material from the papyri is much too small to 
allow for similar statisties since the majority of papyri 
give zodiacal signs only for the longitudes of the planets 
and for sun and moon. The few cases which can be 
compared numerically with modern computation are 
tabulated in the following table (table 13). The extent 
to which individual differences might influence the data 


78 Peters-Knobel, PCS, p. 17. 


are quoted in No. 81 but no further details are given. 
Only from the numerical values assigned to the longi¬ 
tudes of the planets it seems to follow that these tables 
gave at least two or three sexagesimal places. 

For the horoscopes which give zodiacal signs only, a 
plausible procedure can be reconstructed. We do have 
Demotic as well as Greek planetary tables which list 
the dates of the entries of a planet into a sign (both in 
direct or in retrograde motion). Given the date of a 
birth these tables allow us to say without any further 

79 Published Loth [1]. 

80 Dc rcccptiouc planctarum sive dc interrogationibus. Several 
printed versions and many manuscripts are extant. 

81 No dates are given by Mã'shãllãh for these horoscopes but 
the astronomical determination causes no difficulties. 
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computation in which sign the planets were at the 
given day. 

The above-mentioned tables are preserved for the 
following years: 82 

P: Demotic Pap. Berlin 8279: from Augustus 14 
(= — 16) to 40 (= a.d. 10) 

S: Demotic Stobart Tablets: from Vespasian 4 
(=71) to 10 (=78) 

fromTrajan9 (= 105) to Hadrian3 (= 119) 
from Hadrian 11 (= 126) to 17 (= 132) 

T: Greek Pap. Tebtunis 274: from Trajan 10 
(= 106) to 18 (= 115) 

L: Greek P. Lund. Inv. 35b: Hadrian 4 (= 120). 

The dates in P are understood to refer to the Egyptian 
calendar while S, T, and L, are based on the Alexan- 
drian year. The fact that T overlaps a section of S 
permits us to establish the existence of some small dis- 
crepancies in the dates given by the two texts. 

Unfortunately, only two horoscopes on papyrus belong 
to an interval covered by the preserved planetary tables, 
namely, the two earliest ones, Nos. — 9 and — 3. In 
both cases one finds agreement between the zodiacal 
signs obtained from the Demotic tables and the positions 
given by the horoscopes. 

From Vettius Valens, however, we have a relatively 
large amount of material at our disposal which can be 
compared with the planetary tables; more than 30 horo¬ 
scopes can be checked in this fashion. A detailed in- 
vestigation of all these cases reveals 6 instances where 
the Stobart tables would have given different results. 
On the other hand, there are about 25 cases in which 
the horoscopes give the expected positions at a date 
which is quite close to the moment of transition from 
one sign to the ncxt as listed in the planetary tables. 
The Demotic tables agree with the text of the horoscope 
several times when modern computation shows a dif¬ 
ferent zodiacal sign. 83 This is, of course, due to the 
difference in the definition of longitudes between modern 
computation on the one hand and the ancient tables and 
the horoscopes on the other. On the whole, the hy- 
pothesis of making tables of the Stobart type the basis 
of the determination of the zodiacal signs for the planets 
in the horoscopes finds some support in the existing 
material, in spite of some undeniable contradictions. 
And it must also be remembered that No. L 75 exists 
in three versions, two of which give zodiacal signs only, 

® s For P, S. and T cf. Neugebauer [41, for L cf. Knudtzon- 
Neugebauer [1]. Neugebauer suggcsted these texts inightbethe 
“perpetuai tables,” criticized by Ptolemy (cf. above p. 24). \ an 
der Waerden [2] (1947) argued for a deviation of all these 
texts from Babylonian methods. This would, however, exclude 
eccenters and epicycles, contrary to Ptolemy’s description. 

“Examples: b in Nos. L 112, VII and L 112, VIII or lí in 
No. L 111,IV. 


while one has degrees and minutes of longitude. Thus 
siinple omission of accurately computed longitudes is an 
ever present possibility. 

We find 3 cases in which Saturn is differently located 
from what the Stobart tables would indicate. In No. 
LI 10,111 Saturn is placed on March 12 in X 1 ;25 
while the Demotic tables give March 20 as the day of 
entering X. This case, however, is not significant for 
our problem since it is a priori unlikely that positions 
with degrees and minutes are based on tables which give 
entries in signs only. In No. LI 10,XII, however, we 
find Saturn in 2 T on December 15 while the Demotic 
tables (Stobart C,) give November 20, the Greek table 
T November 19, as date of entering X. In No. 
L 114,VII Saturn is placed in T on July 26 though it 
was in 8 from June 28 to August 29 according to the 
Stobart tables. 

Júpiter and Vénus show no discrepancies. Mars in 
X in No. L 78 is 2 days earlier in this sign than ac¬ 
cording to the Stobart tables. In No. L 108,XI Mars 
should not be in Trg, following the Stobart tables, since 
it entered =£= five days earlier. Finally, No. L 109 assigns 
to Mercury a position in X, two days before the date 
of entry according to the tables. 

The following cases may suffice as examples for nar- 
row agreement with the dates given by the Demotic 
tables. In No. L 107 Yenus is in T one day before 
entering 8. No. LI 13,VII places Yenus in T, one 
day before entering 8 according to the Stobart tables; 
similarly Mercury is in X only one day after entering 
this sign. In No. L 117,VI Júpiter is in % only seven 
days before leaving this sign, Mars in 8 only two days 
before its exit, and Mercury in 5b two days after entry. 
In view of such good results one must not overlook, 
however, the fact that the same agreement is reached 
by modern computation which is certainly not the equiva- 
lent of the ancient procedure. 

11. Of instruments the water clock is mentioned in 
No. 95 and the occurrence of the measure cotyla in 
connection with a time of night in No. 171 points in 
the same direction. The astrolabe was used for the 
determination of the Horoscopos from given date and 
liour in No. L621, a horoscope which was actually 
written much later (a.d. 775) and by an author who 
was probably already influenced by Islamic astronomy. 

F. ASTROLOGICAL DATA 

Since the primary purpose of this work is to make 
the horoscopes available for the investigation of their 
astronomical content, we do not make an attempt to 
give a systematic discussion of the astrological doctrines 
and practices which are reflected in the horoscopes. On 
the other hand, for whatever use one wishes to make 
of these texts a great deal of astrological doctrine and 
technical terminology must be known to the reader. For 
this purpose we have compiled the “ Glossary of Astro- 
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logical and Technical Ternis ” which concludes the Intro- 
cluction (p. 2 ff. ). In tlie following section we shall 
discuss a few specific cases of astrological practice which 
oíten canbe used to verifyor restore purely astronomical 
elements. 

1. THE LOT OF FORTUNE 

From the longitude An of the Horoscopos the “ Lot 
of Fortune ” is derived by adding or subtracting from 
Au the elongation Aí — Aq of the moon from the sun: 

(1) A f = An ± (Aí—A o). 

In the literary horoscopes, without exception, the rule 
holds that adclition has to be used in (1) by day. sub- 
traction by night. This statement is based on almost 
50 cases from Vettius Valens and 13 cases from the late 
authors. 

In the papyri, however, the Lot of Fortune occurs 
only rarely. The earliest example, No. 81, uses the 
formula (1) with the plus-sign though it concerns a 
night birth; and the remark is added that “ ignorant 
people ” would use the opposite sign. In view of the 
above-quoted evidence it seems as if the scribe of Xo. 
81 was violating the rule and not the other people. 

In No. 137a a “ first ” and a “ second ” Lot of For¬ 
tune are determined but we are not able to explain the 
procedure. It seems doubtful that the term here means 
the same as in the other cases. 

Four “ Lots,” Fortune, Daimon, Eros, and Necessity, 
were determined in Nos. 138/161 and 338 but in neither 
case are we able to determine all details of the pro¬ 
cedure because of lacunae or errors in the texts. 

In No. 182 the Lot of Fortune alone is mentioned 
but not enough is preserved to let us see the method of 
computation. 

There remain only six cases, two of which are partially 
based on restorations, in which the definition (1) is 
applied. All six examples belong to the same late group 
of horoscopes. 84 Thus the papyri alone would not give 
us an adcquate picture of the role which the concept 
“ Lot of Fortune ” plays in the astrological literature. 

The importance which the literary texts attach to 
the Lot of Fortune leads to associating with it a 
“ Midheaven,” that is to say, a point in the ecliptic 
which would culminate when the Lot of Fortune was 
rising, thus taking the place of the Horoscopos. This 
“ Midheaven with respect to the Lot of Fortune ” 
is mentioned several times in the horoscopes from 
Vettius Valens 85 and appears in use in No. L —12 
( cf. p. 78). The numbering of the Loci can be 
reckoned from the Lot of Fortune 8G instead of from 
the Horoscopos. 

84 Nos. 351, 370, 373, 376a/b, 381 a/b, 385. 

85 Nos. L 50 72 74,XI 82 83 85,11 97,XI 123,1. In the last- 
mentioncd example also a “ Midheaven with respect to Daimon” 
is used. 

88 E.g., No. L 105 or No. L 484 


2. SYZYGIES 

Various astrological doctrines require the position of 
the preceding conjunction and opposition. One from An- 
tigonus, 87 four from Vettius Valens, 88 and eleven from 
Iate authors 89 mention a syzygy. In all these cases the 
choice between conjunction or opposition follows the 
rule that the syzygy that is nearer to the day of the 
horoscope has to be taken. 

A subsequent conjunction is only once taken into 
consideration, namely, in No. L 114,V. Since it falis 
nine days later than the horoscope, the preceding oppo¬ 
sition would have been much closer to the date of the 
horoscope. 

All these cases come from the literary horoscopes. 
Among the papyri only one doubtful instance exists 
(No. 338) in which perhaps the preceding opposition 
is meant by the temi u7rÓKpov<nç. 90 

Eclipses are mentioned in the horoscope of Proclus 
(No. L412) and in No. L 486. The full moon near 
conception is considered in No. L 74,IV. 

3. THE FIRST TABLE IN VETTIUS VALENS VIII 

The horoscopes No. L419 and No. L431 determine 
the length of life by making use in a somewhat modified 
form 91 of a table which is givenat the end of BookVIII 
of the Anthology of Vettius Valens. 92 It was this prac- 
tical application which led us to the discovery of the 
method by which this table was originally constructed. 
Since this procedure illustrates very well the combina- 
tion of serious astronomical concepts with arbitrary 
manipulation of numbers in order to obtain new complex 
astrological rules we shall explain here the essential 
steps in the building up of the whole table. 93 

The starting point is a table of rising times of System 
A for Alexandria with the provision that the equinox 
is placed at T 8 o , thus following System B of Baby- 
lonian astronomy. From the 8th degree of one sign to 
the 8th degree of the next, linear interpolation is used. 
It is characteristic for the latitude of Alexandria that 
the ratio of longest to shortest daylight is given by 
M: m — 7: 5. This suffices for computing the whole 
table of rising times and from it a table of the length 
of daylight for each single degree of solar longitude. 
As usual these values are expressed in “ time degrees ” ; 
consequently one assumes M = 3.30 at £Z; 8 o and ra = 
2,30 at V3 8 o respectively. Presently we shall give the 
values for all signs at 8 o . 

A table of this kind is of purely astronomical interest 

87 No. L 40. 

88 Nos. L 74,1 V 75,1 115.11 123,VII. 

89 Out of 17 horoscopes between L412 and L497. 

80 The reading is not certain, however. 

'"Cf. the commentary to No. L419 (p. 136). 

85 Kroll p. 321 to 324. 

03 We did not succeed, however, in explaining all details in 
the sprnnH tr*hle (n 325 tr> ' l 28 Kroll). 
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and indecd an indispensable tool for all computations of 
rising times, culminating degrees and similar problems 
which make use of the arithmetical methods of Hel- 
lenistic astronomy. This table is now arbitrarily com- 
bined with a scheme of the even numbers from 2 to 30 
which has no astronomical signifieance whatever. These 
numbers are arranged in five groups as follows 
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The increase in each column is 2 (mod. 30) betvveen 
consecutive numbers, and —6^ -f- 24 (mod. 30) hori- 
zontally. These 30 numbers are now associated with the 
30 degrees of each zodiacal sign in a fashion which may 
be illustrated in the case of T : The degrees from T 1 
to 6 are associated with the group 14, 16, ..24; then, 

for the six degrees from T 7 to 12 the group 8, 10. 

18 is used, then follows for the next six degrees the 
group 2, 4, ..., 12 then 26, 28, ..., 6 and finally 
20, 22, .... 30. Exactly the same principie is followed 
for the other signs. Within each sign the groups follow 
each other in the order of the scheme (1), read cyclically. 
The whole scheme of associations between the 360 de¬ 
grees of the ecliptic and the 12 times repeated numbers 
(1) is therefore known if we indicate the numbers asso¬ 
ciated with the first degree of each sign. The law which 
governs this construction is very simple: one begins at 
=£= I o with 2 and adds 12 mod. 30. Thus one obtains 
for the first degree of all signs the following numbers: 

2 14 26 8 20 2 14 26 8 20 2 14 


and from it, using (1) the numbers for all other integer 
degrees, e.g. for Libra: 

=£= I o 2345678 etc. 

( } m —2 4 6 8 10 12 26 28 etc. 

All these numbers are tabulated in the column headed 
by àpidfioí. 

Having now all the numbers n at our disposal we can 
proceed to the columns called “ years, months, days ” 
which are used for the astrological prediction. These 
time intervals are obtained as follows. Let \ be an 
integer degree of longitude, e.g., A = = 2 = 8. With this 


longitude are associated («) the number n and (b) the 
length of daylight c( A) — in our example 11 = 28 and 
c = 3.0°. We now forni the produets 

t = c • 0;n 

wliere 0;// indicates that we assign to the numbers 11 
the place value of sixtieths. The resulting integers of t 
are then counted as years, 0 ;5 as one month, 0 ;2,30 as 
15 days. Thus we obtain for our example 

/ = 3,0 • 0 ;28 = 1,24 = 84 years 

and indeed 84 is the entry in the table under “ years ” 
for ===. a4 

In the same fashion all entries for / in the whole table 
can be obtained though the fractions are usually rounded 
off to a nearhy multiple of 0;5 i.e. “ months.” In details 
many scrihal errors can be detected, e.g., omission of 
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Table 14a. 

Notes to Table 14a: 

8 One would expeet 32;45 = 32y. 9m. (cf. X). Confusion of 
f and H explains this error. 

b The 8 is dittography from the preceding line (~ 7: 39y. 8m.). 
Correct would be 40y. 9m. 

c Expected: 1.16 ;10 = 76y. 2m. (cf. Tí], and J). The 7 is 
dittography from the preceding line (X 7: 70y. 7m.). 

lines and resulting incorrect alignments, dittographies 
etc. but it would now be an easy task to reconstruct the 
whole table in its original form. As an example the 
results for the 8th degrees of all signs are listed in the 
table 14a. 

The table of the text contains an additional column 
in which a planet is associated with a group of lines. 
Since this column is not used in our material we need 
not discuss a possible restoration of this entry which 
was particularly maltreated by successive scribes and 
editors. 


84 Kroll p. 321,1 V,11. 





IV. THE AUTHORS OF THE LITERARY HOROSCOPES 


One might arrange the “ literary horoscopes ” either 
according to their dates or according to the literary 
source. Both classifications lead to alinost exactly the 
same division of our material. About 130 horoscopes 
are older than a.d. 190; about 20 are later than a.d. 
380; no literary horoscopes are preserved írom the two 
centuries in between. In the older group all but seven 
come from the Anthology of Vettius Valens. Two come 
from Balbillus, three concern Hadrian and his family and 
are taken from Antigonus of Nicaea. the sixth is the 
astrologer Manetho's horoscope (No. L80),the seventh 
the horoscope of the rhetor Aristides (No. L 117,X). 
The later group contains the horoscope of Proclus (Xo. 
L412), 8 examples from Palchus, 7 from Rhetorius, 
one each from Hephaestion and Eutocius. plus two of 
unknown origin. 1 Hence we have two major groups: 
the older authors Balbillus, Antigonus, Vettius Valens. 
and through him perhaps Critodemus, all from the first 
and second century a.d. ; then the later sources, Hephaes¬ 
tion, Rhetorius. and Palchus, essentially of the fifth 
century. 2 The literary horoscopes conclucle with the 
horoscope of Islam. allegedly cast in the first year of 
the Hijra but actually composed in a.d. 775, the year 
of al-Mansür’s death, the ruler under whom Islamic 

astronomv took over the lead from the Greeks. 

* 

A. VETTIUS VALENS 

1. The importance of the Anthology of Vettius Valens 
for our subect can be illustrated by the following figures. 
With its about 130 (partial or complete) horoscopes it 
contains twice as many examples of Greek horoscopes 
as all papyri combined. Without Vettius Valens (whose 
examples range from a.d. 37 to 188) we should have 
onlv five examples of “ literary ” horoscopes before a.d. 
380. 

In 1899 Bouché-Leclercq wrote 3 “ J’ai renoncé à 
exploiter à fond cet ouvrage, tout en casuistique sans 
idées et en problèmes darithmétique que Tincertitude 
des sigles et des chiffres rend le plus souvent inintelligi- 
bles.” Since then KrolTs edition appeared (1908) and 
some scattered fragments were published in the twelve 
volumes of the CCAG. The Anthology, during the 
Middle Ages, was a much used work and consequently 
the text, as we have it, is in very had shape. It may 
suffice to quote two instances from the present material: 

1 Preserved as additions to Vettius Valens, perhaps taken 
from Rhetorius. 

• No. L380 is the earliest horoscope in this second group. 
The year 379 is the epoch for the list of stars of the “ Astrolo- 
gus anni 379” published CCAG 5,1 p. 196 ff. Paulus Alexan- 
drinus supposedly wrote in 378 ( l.c . p. 196). 

•AG p. XIII. 


the horoscope L61.X in III,8 appears once more in a 
slightly different form in VIII,8 (where it does not 
belong at all) and the horoscope LI 18, published in 
CCAG 2 from an anonymous De planetis, is merely a 
version of a horoscope of which three other versions 
are preserved in the Anthology. Only a prolonged and 
detailed study will lead to a better understanding of 
the text, its composition, and its — undoubtedly great — 
influence upon later treatises. The horoscopes provide, 
as we shall see, an important help for the establishment 
of an internai chronology of the work itself and of its 
sources. On the other hand we gain valuable informa- 
tion of the astronomical, astrological, and historical 
character of a comparatively large and uniform group 
of horoscopes. It is for these reasons that we must 
discuss the horoscopes of the Anthology as a separate 
unit. 

2. All horoscopes in Vettius Valens serve a specific 
purpose, namely to provide examples for certain doc- 
trines which are discussed in the main body of the work. 
A priori it would be perfectly permissible to assume 
that such examples were arbitrarily made up in order 
to demonstrate by concrete configurations how conclu- 
sions should be drawn from them according to theory. 

Ií this were the case we should have verv little chance 

* 

to find such a configuration actually occurring, say, 
during the first two centuries of our era. The fact that 
every one of these horoscopes can be shown to be astro- 
nomically correct for a date in the first or second century 
a.d. is therefore proof that Vettius Valens was using 
empirical material exclusively, collected either by him- 
self or by his predecessors. 4 A more detailed analysis 
of these data will show us that a large proportion of 
this material was gathered during the decades from 
about 140 to 170. Thus, during these years Vettius 
Valens himself was svstematicallv collecting and ana- 
lyzing a large amount of statistical material of birth 
data, life histories, and deaths in order to confirm or 
to modify the theoretical strueture of astrology. This 
shows that Hellenistic-Roman astrology was still under 
development near the end of the second century a.d. 
Ancient propaganda as well as insufficient criticism of 
modem scholarship has often succeeded in obliterating 
such facts by postulating an origin of astrology in the 
far remote past. 

3. The Anthology contains some 40 explicit references 
to years of the Roman imperial period and about 100 
horoscopes which do not quote their dates but which 
can be dated astronomically. Both groups provide a 

4 TIL conf.rms his repeated ciai ms of drawing on his own 
experience. Cf., e.g., No. L 122,XII first version. 
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total of 77 cases where either events are quotecl which 
happened at a certain age of the subject or where the 
age is mentioned at which the person died. By adding 
these vears to the date of birth we obtain dates which 

J 

are earlier than, or at the most equal to, the date of the 
writing of the section in question. Since it happens that 
these totais lie. usually, within very narrow limits for the 
single chapters, we can be sure that the date of writing 
practically coincides with the latest mentioned dates. 



- 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 — 

120 140 160 180 

Figure 27. 

Vettius Valens. 

Latest Dates Mentioned. 

Figure 27 shows the distribution of these latest recorded 
dates which range between 123 and 184. Of the 77 
cases in question. 71 belong to the interval from 140 to 
170 (or 55 to the years from 150 to 165). This shows 


question. Some of these references are found in book I 
(11 cases) as shown in line “ b.” So far all dates con- 
cern birth only. Almost all the following cases give not 
only the date of birth but also the age at death. This 
is indicated in figure 29 by lines which connect the first 
and last year of life. 5 It is obvious from this graph that 
chapter VIII,6 must have been written in the years 
156/158 (with one late addition in 174) whereas VIII,7 
was completed about ten years later. 

The same sort of situation is found from the investi- 
gation of the much greater mass of astronomically dated 
horoscopes (figure 30). The earlv books contain dates 
of birth only, almost all belonging to the interval between 
a.d. 50 and 120 thougli the very latest horoscope, for 
188, is among them (11,26). Then follow horoscopes 
which either mention the length of life of the person 
(indicated by a closed line in figure 30) or investigate 
events during lifetime to a certain age (open lines in 
figure 30). Some of these horoscopes are used repeatedly 
for dififerent purposes. Sueli repetitions are indicated 
in figure 30 by little empty squares. One sees clearly 
hovv certain chapters are based on closely contemporary 
material. Chapter V,10, for example (line “n” in figure 
30). was completed essentially in 156/157, chapter VII,5 


hl ■ — ■ ■■ J. il ■ - . B .. 

-I-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-1-h- 

30 50 70 90 110 130 150 170 190 


Figure 28. 
Vettius Valens. 
Total of Horoscopes. 


that the gathering of material extended over a period 
of at least 25 or 30 years with perhaps a few borrowings 
from older sources and a few later additions up to 
A.D. 184. 

Essentially the same picture is obtained from the dates 
of birth gathered from all horoscopes which can be 
astronomically dated (figure 28). A few isolated cases 
belong to the period from 140 to 188. The majority of 
subjects were born between 100 and 140 and met im- 
portant events or death to be recorded some decades 
later. We shall return to this age distribution presently. 
Figure 28 suffices to show that some older material 
must have been taken from other sources, though not 
to a very great extent and only a few decades earlier. 

4. By the same method one can even obtain some 
insight into the chronology of the composition of the 
Anthology. This can best be illustrated by means of 
figures 29 and 30. The first figure concerns the 40 
cases where a date of birth is explicitly quoted. Their 
distribution is shown in line “ a ” where each little 
square represents one case belonging to the year in 


(line “u”) in 164, whereas 111,16 (“ k ”) and VII,3 
(“ s ”) reach to 169/170 and even 173 respectively. 
Thus all evidence agrees that Vettius Valens must have 
worked for at least twenty years, from 154 to 174, on 
the composition of the Anthology, even if one disregards 
the isolated latest additions. 

5. Since there is very little statistical material availa- 
ble for the life expectancy in antiquity, we give here in 
figure 31 a graphical representation of the ages of life 
reached by individuais whose horoscopes were discussed 
by Vettius Valens. The graph gives the totais for con- 
secutive decades. Thus the first point indicates that 6 
children died before having completed ten years. 6 We 
realize, of course, that 42 cases cannot have a real sta¬ 
tistical value though the individuais whose lives Vettius 


5 Lines not ending in a black square indicate that the final 
year was investigated for its astrological significance but that 
we do not know whether it is the year of death or of some 
important event during lifetime. 

8 For a much more extensive statistical material cf. Hombert- 
Preaux [11. 



178 


THE ALTHOKS OK THE LITEKAKV HOKOSCOPES 







































VETTIUS VALENS 179 

50 70 90 110 130 150 170 190 
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a. Total of dated references. 

b. Total from Book I. 

c. 111,11 and V,7. 
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110 130 150 170 190 

Figure 29. 


d. VII 1,6 in chronological order. 

e. VI 11,7 in chronological order. 
/. IX,19. 


Yalens recorded seem not to be restricted to any particu¬ 
lar group of people. 

A similar graph is figure 32 which gives. again for con- 
secutive decades, the ages at which persons were still 
alive when Vettius Valens wrote about them. As usual, 
most of the events recorded in astrological literature 
are “ crises,” either of health or of daily life. This 
explains the slight interest in the lowest age group. 



6 . We tnay now turn to astronomical questions in 
connection with those cases where explicit dates are 
mentioned by Vettius Valens. These are listed in 
chronological order in table 15. In the majority of cases 
only the positions of sun and moon are given, together 
with the Horoscopos and the hour. 7 Thus it is possible 

7 In some cases, which are marked in the tables by an asterisk, 
we also have the corresponding complete horoscope which can 


to check these data by computation. This leads to 
several interesting results. 



A. In all cases the longitudes of the sun given by 
Vettius Valens are greater than the longitudes found 
by modern computation 8 ( cf . table 16 and figure 33). 

be found under the L-number for the corresponding date.— All 
dates are understood to be Alexandrian dates. 

"All conversions of Alexandrian to Julian dates were obtained 
by means of the tables of Scliram and then checked by vneans 
of the lunar positions. All differences in longitudes are rounded 
off to full degrees. In the fourth case two points are plotted 
corresponding to the difference in the solar position as given 
in VIII.7 and in the horoscope No. L 75. 
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The deviations vary between 7° and 2° and show a 
decreasing trend. The skew line in figure 33 indicates 
how inuch the decrease would be owing to precession. 
It seems to be admissible to assume that the tal)les upon 
which these computations were based showed a dif- 
ference of about + 5 o in a.d. 50 and of about -f 31° 
in a.d. 160. This seems in general agreement with the 
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Table 15. 


deviation observed in the Demotic planetary tables which 
belong to the period from — 16 to a.d. 131.® 

B. Whenever the hour is an hour of daylight only 
one date is given (example No. 4: Epiphi 22 5 h day- 


n Cf. alx)vc p. 173. 


time). Whenever the hour is an hour of the night a 
double day number is given (example No. 3: Thoth 
14/15 ll h night). Thus Vettius Valens follows the 
general usage for quoting dates at night time in Hel- 
lenistic and Roman Egypt. 10 

C. Regnal years are counted according to the Alexan- 
drian calendar and are in agreement with the canon 
given in 1,19 (p. 32,24 ff. Kroll). The following table 
gives the attested correspondences to this canon: 


Thoth (I) 1 of 



Julian vear 

Xero vear 

* 

0 

53 

August 29 

Vespasian 

0 

67 

30 

Titus 

0 

77 

29 

Domitian 

0 

80 

29 

Xerva 

0 

95 

30 

Trajan 

0 

96 

29 

Hadrian 

0 

115 

30 

Antoninus 

0 

136 

29 


Examples: 

Domitian 2 Pachon (IX) 20 

= 80 -f- 2 -F 1 May 15 = 83 May 15. 

Domitian 5 Athyr (III) 24 

= 80 -f 5 November 20 = 85 Xovember 20. 

7. We are novv in a position to extend our investiga- 
tion of the counting of longitudes to all horoscopes in 
Vettius Valens. The results are of necessitv less accurate 
since deviations between ancient and modem computa- 

tion involve not onlv the difference in the definition of 

* 

the zero point of longitude but also the inaccuracies of 
both the ancient and the modern computation. In the 
case of the sun these inaccuracies are much smaller 
than in the case of the planets with their much higher 
irregularity of motion. In fact the interest of the fol¬ 
lowing investigation lies less in the confirmation of a 
difference in counting of longitudes than in a possibility 
of obtaining some insight into the accuracy of the plane¬ 
tary tables used by Vettius Valens. 

From the following comparison between ancient and 
modern computation we exclude, of course. those cases 
where the ancient text is entirely wrong, either, perhaps, 
because of an error in computation, or, more likely, as 
the result of copyist errors. The number of such gross 
deviations is, by the way, surprisingly small. We find 
9 cases for Mars, 4 for Mercury, and 3 each for Júpiter 
and Venus. 

The deviations which are of interest are of a different 
character. In seven horoscopes we find positions given 
by degrees, some even by degrees and minutes. Here 
a direct comparison with modern computation is possible. 
Almost all cases show longitudes greater than according 
to modern computation. The corresponding differences 
are entered in the following tables (table 17). As ex- 

10 Cf. ahovc p. 167 fT. 
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pected they are inostly near -f 4 o or +5° with tlie 
exeeption of only Xo. L 127.XI which shows even nega- 
tive deviations. By far the best agreement is found for 
sun and moon. Larger deviations in some cases for 
the planets must be due to a lower accuracy of plane- 
tary tables and to the increased chance for errors in 
computing. 
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Table 17. 


Here the results are less regular (figure 35). especially 
for Mars and Mercury. where deviations of less than 
+ 3 3 must be interpreted as caused by real deviation 
in the tables. probably due to special situations as retro- 
gradations or stations. Obviously Mars is by far the 
worst case. 



For the majority of horoscopes no such direct nu- 
merical comparison is possible since all positions are 
given by zodiacal sign only. In many cases, however, 
we find that modern computa tion leads for one or two 
planets to a position near the end of a sign (e.g., 8 28) 
where the text gives the next sign (X). Such formal 
deviations are marked in our commentaries by ( !). In 
fact. however, one must expect exactly tliis phenomenon 
if ancient longitudes are numerically greater than modern 
ones. Thus we have here a possibility of saying that 
the ancient longitudes are at least so much greater than 
the modern ones if we register all differences up to the 
boundary of a sign. Figure 34 shows all these lower 
limits 11 which again agree very well with an actual 
deviation of 4 o or 5 o . 

Similarly one can look for upper limits by collecting 
all cases where modern longitudes fali. say, between 25° 
and 30° without producing a change of sign in the text. 

11 The connecting lines between the single points are. of 
course, ot no sigmhcance whatever. 


8 . On several occasions Vettius Yalens tells us the 
“ clima ” where the subject of a horoscope was born. 
This gives us some indication of the wide range of 
persons with whom the author had come in contact. 
Since the climata are in almost all cases mentioned in 
connection with the rising times of zodiacal signs, we 
obtain in this way also some astronomical information 
togetlier with an insight into the astrological practice 
which appears here as rather unconcerned with the 
accuracy of its data. 

We have 53 cases in which Vettius Valens mentions 
the “ clima ” in which a person was born. The distribu- 
tion of cases is shown in figure 36. 12 Clima 1, Alexan¬ 
dria. clima 2, Syria and Palestine, and clima 6, Rome 
and Italy, furnish the majority of cases with 11, 17, and 

12 ln one case, clima 2, the date of the horoscope is not certain 
(L75.1). In two cases. L 105 and No. 32 in the list of table 15 
(127 Oct. 28). the clima is doubtful: clima 6 or 3 in the first 
case (Kroll p. 308,18 and 25). clima 5 or 1 in the second case 
(p. 306,35 and 307,7). The dotted line in figure 36 corresponds 
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15 persons respectively, whereas only 10 cases are left 
for the four remaining climata. Such a clistribution is 
in good accord witli Alexandria as locality where Vettius 

64- 




Yalens 13 and his predecessors collected their evidence; 
it also confirms our previous conclusion that we are 
dealing with real cases and not with artificially com- 
posed lioroscopes. 

In several lioroscopes astrological doctrines are dis- 
cussed for which the rising times of the zodiacal signs 
play a role, e.g., in the determination of the length of 
life or of criticai years. Since the rising times depend 
upon the geographical latitude, Vettius Valens gives in 
these cases the “ clima " in which the person was born. 
His definition of the seven climates is found in 1,7 where 
lie States that for the first clima the total of the rising 
times from £õ to amounts to 210° and 4 o more for 
eacli clima up to 234° for the seventh clima. Since 
a 4 4- • • • + «., = M, the longest daylight, his statement 
is equivalent to saying that M = 3,30 in the first clima, 
3,34 in the next, etc. A glance at table 2, p. 4, shows 
that lie is operating with the sequence (a) which is 
based on Alexandria. Since lie furthermore assumes 
constant differences for the rising times of a given clima, 
he has chosen Svstem A. 14 

This clear theoretical statement in Book I is, however, 
not in accord with his practice. If one investigates all 



” That he reached Egypt after much travei he reports him- 
self in IV,11 (p. 172,4; p. 173,21 ff. Kroll). 


- Cf. p. 12. 
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cases in which climata and rising times are stated, one 
finds some interesting results. “ Clima 1 ” means in all 
(14) cases Alexandria, System A, since the numbers 
agree exactly with our table 2 p. 4 col. l,a. “ Clima 
2” is always (23 cases) Babylon (col. l,b in table 2) 
and System A, with one exception (2 cases in No. 
L 120,XII) where System B was used. So far one is 
simply dealing with the two historically most important 
and oldest lists of rising times: Systems A and B for 
Babvlon, Svstem A for Alexandria. But for the remain- 
ing climata almost complete arbitrariness is apparent. 
This can be best illustrated by means of the following 
table 18 in which an x-mark indicates a certain case 


clima, whereas our table shows that the use of the proper 
clima is not the rule but the exception. The majority 
of all values can be explained as belonging to the clima 
2.b (Babylon) and System B, 15 regardless of the clima 
in which the subject is said to have been born. 

Thus we have obtained the following result. Only 
for the first clima, Alexandria, does Vettius Valens use 
the rising times which lie has instructed us to compute 
in 1,7. He already violates his rules for the second clima, 
for the region of Palestine and Syria, though he is still 
using a consistent scheme, namely, the classical rising 
times for Babylon, 10 System A and, once, System B. 
From this point on he chooses rising times as he sees 


7 


6 

a 5 

3 4 

V 3 
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Figure 36. 


whereas (x) means that either System A or System B 
is possible. For example, a 1(1 = 27 occurs in clima 7,a 
in System A or in clima 2,b System B. If Vettius Valens 
had followed the rules which he gave in 1.7, then all 
cases would be represented in the squares which indicate 



Table 18. 


the first half (a) of a clima and System A (represented 
in table 18 by a black frame). But it is clear that we 
cannot expect so much strictness since we have already 
seen that for clima 2 the second half (b) was used, and 
for both climata 1 and 2 not only System A but also 
System B. Thus we may expect for all climates rising 
times which belong to any one of the four possible com- 
binations of A and B with (a) and ( b ). We ought not 
find, however, rising times which belong to a different 


fit in order to obtain the desired results in his astro- 
logical explanations. Both Systems A and B are used 
with a preference for B and for the clima of Babylon. 
But the fact remains that about one-third of the given 
rising times have nothing to do with the clima in question. 
These cases must be considered as deliberate modifica- 
tion of the given data. 

9. The fact that onlv the climata of Alexandria and 

* 

Babylon are properlv used by Vettius Valens niight 
suggest that in his time, or at the time of his main 
sources. the systematic theory of the “ seven climata ” 
was not yet common knowledge. Also the accurate 
determination of the culminating point (M) is not yet 
of any importance in the Anthology. Though “ Mid- 
heaven ” is often mentioned, it is generally simply the 
third sign from the Horoscopos. In only three cases are 
we given the accurate position of M (Nos. L 75 75,1 
110.III), all from book III. The result in the second 
case agrees with the approximate method of Paulus 
Alexandrinus, the third case with accurate computation, 
the first with neither one. Thus we are not in a position 
to say which method was followed by Vettius Valens 
for the determination of M. 

The lunar nodes which later on. especially in Hindu 

15 All the cases in clima 6 where values (x) from clima 7,a 
System A are possible are also explicable as values from clima 
2,h System B. 

10 In fact the only climates not designated by number are 
Alexandria (in No. L74.IV) and Babylon (reference to 79 
vov. 2° — 7 table 15 p 180) 
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astrology, obtaiu the saine significance as the plancts, 
play a very secondary role in \’ettius Valens. The 
ascending node is mentioned three times only, again 
book III (Nos. L74.IV; 75,1; 115,11), though rules 
for its computation are given in 1.16. Since a good mean 
value for the nodal motion is easily obtainable, it is not 
surprising that \ve find good agreement with modem 
computation. 

In spite of the great extent of astrological doctrine 
contained in the Anthology, one receives the impression 
that the development of the theory had not yet reached 
its climax in the second century a.d. vvhen hoth Vettius 
Valens and Ptolemv wrote their compendia. And botli 
authors were satisfied by using simple arithmetical 
schemes, e.g., for the rising times, which belong to a 
period of astronomical theory which had lieen long 
surpassed at that time. The cliché which is so popular 
in histories of astronomy about the stimulating influence 
of astrology on exact astronomy is nowhere horn out 
where we are able to control the details. 

B. CRITODEMUS 

The determination of the dates of the horoscopes 
which are contained in the Anthology also puts the 
problem of the age of the sources of Vettius Valens in 
a new light. Since almost all the dates in the earlier 
books (cf. figure 30) belong to the second half of the 
first century a.d., one has no definite proof of the use 
of essentially older sources. Tliis raises a new diffi- 
culty in the dating of Critodemus who is frequently 
quoted by Vettius Valens and seems to be one of his 
most important sources besides the traditional Nechepso- 
Petosiris. 17 Cumont 18 considers Critodemus as “ un des 
premiers auteurs qui revélèrent aux Grecs les arcanes 
de 1’astrologie babylonienne.” Though the factual hasis 
for such a role is, to say the least, exceedinglv slim, 
the mere fact that Critodemus precedes Vettius Valens 
makes him oneof the earliest known authors on astrology 
and hence the determination of his date becomes a prob¬ 
lem of some interest. 

The existing evidence outside of \'ettius Valens is 
easily summarized. 10 Pliny quotes him among his au- 
thorities for Book II and Book VII 20 and mentions 
him together with Berossus in Book VII in connection 
with fictitious Babylonian chronological schemes. 21 Thus 
Critodemus could be at the latest, a contemporary of 
Pliny, in the first century a.d . 22 No real information 
about the contents of his writing fiows from this source. 

17 Cf. the Index in Kroll p. 374. 

1S Lux perpetua, p. 311. 

10 A nearly complete list of fragments is given by Schnabel. 
Bcrossos, p. 18 to 120. As vve shall see. his fragments No. 14 
and 15 are actually identical; cf. note 25. 

20 Ed. Ian-Mavhoff vol. I p. 14.36 and p. 22,44 respectivelv. 

21 Ian-Mayhoff. vol. II p. 68.4 (VII,193). 

22 Schnabel ( Bcr . p. 118) guesses that this whole passage 
comes from Posidonius, the convenient repository for all sources 
which cannot be localized. 


After \'ettius Valens not much more is available. 
Firmicus (fourth century) mentions Critodemus in the 
introduction to Book IV 23 as a known authority beside 
the traditional mystical names. Hephaestion (who died 
later than 382 24 ) quotes him verbatim in 11,10, a chap- 
ter on stillborn children. 25 This is straightforward astro¬ 
logical doctrine of the ordinary type. Finally, Theo- 
philos 20 (eighth century) ascribes to Critodemus, with 
Valens, Dorotheus and Timocharis, the use of T 0 o for 
the counting of longitudes, a statement which obviously 
has no merit of historical accuracy. 

Turning now to Vettius Valens we must distinguish 
tvvo types of references to Critodemus: (a) quotations 
from and remarks about a work of Critodemus called 
Õpaais “ Vision ” 27 and ( b ) excerpts concerning specific 
astrological doctrines. 

It is well known how Vettius Valens criticizes the 
npaint for obscurity and artificiality of style. All this 
has been described excellently by Boll 28 and Cumont 29 
and need not be repeated here. One is probably right 
in saying that the obscurity of writing in the õpcwnç 
agrees with its being an early astrological work of a 
more general character. 

Be this as it may, no particular obscurity can be 
detected in those chapters of the Anthology of Vettius 
Valens which are directly ascribed to Critodemus or can 
be assigned to him with good reason. These chapters 
contain also several horoscopes, whose dates, now estab- 
lished, all point to the decades around IOOa.d., thus to 
one or two generations before Vettius Valens, but defi- 
nitely after Pliny. We now present the evidence for 
these excerpts from Critodemus. 

(A) Vettius Valens III,7 is called “ On dangerous 
loci and starters from (the writings of) Critodemus.” 30 
This chapter is followed by II 1,8 and VIII,8 (whichagain 
are concerned with dangerous loci) preserved in two 
slightly different versions, as shown in our discussion 31 
of the horoscope No. L61.X which is contained in this 
chapter. Critodemus is again quoted in connection with 
the doctrine of the “ starter ” in V,ll 32 and V,12. 33 


23 Kroll-Skutsch, vol. I p. 196,24. 

24 Book II contains the horoscope No. L 382. 

23 The first half of this long quotation is published CCAG 8,2 
p. 64,24 to p. 65.4. The same text plus a second part of about 
the same length is preserved in a cod. Vindob., quoted CCAG 0 
p. 14 F. 302* (checkcd on photo). This is Schnabel’s fragment 
No. 14. The same text. once more, F. 303 v and again F. 341 v 
(SchnabeFs fragment No. 15). 

20 CCAG 1 p. 130,19 ff. 

27 Vett. Vai. III.12 (p. 150.11 ff.) and IX. pref. (p. 329,18ff.) 
= CCAG 1 p. 79.15 ff. and CCAG 5,2 p. 48,30 ff . 

28 RE 11,2 col. 1928(4) ff. 

20 Lux perpetua p. 311 ff. 

30 Kroll p. 142,21 ff. to p. 143,4 = CCAG 1, p. 36, F. 303 v ; 
CCAG 2. p. 73, F. 318*; CCAG 5,2 p. 6 (111,7). 

31 Cf. p. 82 ff. 

32 Kroll p. 233,22. 

33 Kroll p. 234,31 f. Cf. for the Latin version of this chapter 
Gundei, HT p. 39.24 and p. 335 f. Only the horoscope No. 
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These two chapters contain the horoscopes Nos. L 37, 
L 92,11, and L 104,VII. The investigation in No. L 37 
is extended to the year 68. 

(13) Chapter 111,12 in which the first reference to the 
üpa<Ti<i occurs, 34 is followed in 111,13 by examples con- 
cerning the doctrines about the length of life. The same 
problem (xpúroí £ tofj ?) is discussed in IX,8 which con- 
tains two references to Critodemus; 35 as mentioned 
before, the introduction to book IX provides us with 
the second reference to the õ/joo-is-. 30 Chapter 111,13 con- 
tains three closely related horoscopes: L74.IV for the 
clima of Alexandria and recording a death in May of 
144; L 115,11 for a person who died in July 147; and 
L 75,1 with the age of 76 years at death. 

(C) The anonymous author of a section in cod. Paris. 
2425 37 has given us a short table of contents from some 
work of Critodemus, the title of which is not given. At 
the end the scribe intended to mention the date of 
Critodemus but failed to insert it. 88 Cumont realized 
that these chapters correspond to Vettius \'alens IV. 17 
to 24. This is supported by the fact that Critodemus is 
given as author by Vettius Valens for IV.26 30 dealing 
with the length of life. Unfortunately, no horoscopes 
are included in these chapters. 40 

(D) Chapter 11,41 on “ violent death” contains a 
series of eleven horoscopes, dates of which range from 
65 to 123. 41 Nine of these horoscopes (now ranging 
from 65 to 115) are also contained in a Vatican codex, 4 - 
but now placed at the end of Book IX though with the 
remark 43 “ end of Book II ” as is indeed the place of 
11,41. The title of this chapter is now 44 “ On the 
yielding of chronocratorship of the planets; (chapter) 2: 
the assignments. From the (books) of Critodemus.” 
There is also one more horoscope given at the begin- 
ning of this version than given in 11,41, namely, No. 
L 112,VIII. 45 It is found in KrolFs edition of Vettius 
Valens at the end of II.36, 40 which is its proper place 
since it does not concern a case of violent death but a 
case of sickness, the subject of 11,36. The evidence of 


L 104,VII would fali within the portion covered by the Latin 
version of V,12, but it is omitted. 

34 Kroll p. 150,11 f. 

35 Kroll p. 348,9 = CCAG 5,2 p. 124,24 and Kroll p. 350.31 
= CCAG 5,2 p. 126,34. 

30 C/. note 27. 

37 CCAG 8,3 p. 102 (cf. also p. 91); CCAG 8.4 p. 38. 

38 CCAG 8.3 p. 102,16 and note 2. 

39 Kroll p. 202,26 f. (omitted in his index p. 374) =CCAG 
5,2 p. 7 (IV.26). 

40 The earlier parts of Book IV belong undoubtedly to Vettius 
Valens himself and were written in 154/156. 

41 Cf. the list given in the introduction to No. L65,V. 

43 CCAG 5,2 cod. 15. 

43 CCAG 5,2 p. 10 (IX,20). 

44 CCAG 5,2 p. 120,28 f. 

43 CCAG 5,2 p. 120,30-32. 

49 Kroll p. 114,16-18. 


such disorder in the Paris version combined with the 
fact that its title does not fit the cases of “ violent death ” 
of the horoscopes discredits the attribution to Crito¬ 
demus. On the other hand a doctrine on violent death 
is ascribed to Critodemus by Rhetorius. 47 

(E) Gundel identified in the “ Liber Hermetis Tris- 
megisti ” which he had discovered, two sections which 
contain enlarged versions of chapters assigned by Greek 
texts to Critodemus. The first is Vettius Valens V,12, 
mentioned above in (A). 33 The second is a discussion 
of the “ terms,” the Greek version of which is published 
in CCAG 8,1; 4S its greatly enlarged version is chapter 
25 of the Liber Hermetis. 40 No horoscopes are con¬ 
tained in these chapters. 

Summarizing the impression one obtains from all 
these passages which are ascribed to Critodemus, one 
would hardly disco ver any significant difference between 
them and the rest of the Anthology. The dates of the 
horoscopes connected with these sections would point 
to an author perhaps fifty years older than Vettius 
Valens. All this is in flagrant contradiction to a date 
before Pliny and to the stylistic character of the ôpatns. 
The obvious solution of this dilemma, however, the 
assumption of two persons called Critodemus, finds no 
support whatever in the way in which “ Critodemus ” 
is quoted by Vettius Valens and everywhere else. The 
chronology of early astrology is still full of unsolved 
problems. 

C. ANTIGONUS OF NI CA EA 

The date of this author is determined 50 by the fact 
that he refers in his discussion of the horoscope of 
Hadrian (No. L 76) to the death of this emperor (a.d. 
138), while his writings are quoted by Porphyry in his 
“Introduction” to the Tctrabiblos 51 late in the third 
century. 82 No sharper limits seem to be obtainable from 
the astrological literature. 53 

Kroll assumed 34 identity of the astrologer with a 


47 CCAG 8,4 p. 199,15-202,10 (cf. also p. 117 next to last 
paragraph). The same in CCAG 2 p. 43 F. 103 r and in CCAG 

8.1 p. 75, F. 15. 

4S CCAG 8,1 p. 257,21-261,2. Cf. also CCAG 2 p. 6 F. 204'; 

5.1 p. 40 F. 160'- and p. 45 F. 184' ; 5,2 p. 76 F. 88'; 8,1 p. 105 
F. 138. 

*” The parallel passages are listed by Gundel, HT, Index p. 357. 
30 Cumont in CCAG 8,1 p. 242 note 1. There are three articles 
on Antigonus in Pauly-Wissoiva : vol. 1, col. 2422 (No. 24) by 
Riess, Suppl. 1 col. 90 by Cumont, Suppl. 5 col. 2 by Kroll. 

51 Ed. Boer-Weinstock, CCAG 5,4 p. 223,18. 

5S Porphyry died between 301 and 305. 

33 Aside from the three horoscopes (Nos. L 40 L 76 L 113,IV) 
in Hephaestion and the passage in Porphyry only the following 
references are known; from Palchus, CCAG 1 p. 80,24 = CCAG 

5.1 p. 205,14; CCAG 1 p. 107,4,13 = CCAG 6 p. 64,14,23; from 
Rhetorius, CCAG 2 p. 188,23; CCAG 8,1 p. 242,15 f.; from 
Lydus, CCAG 1 p. 81,8; from an anonymous author who wrote 
near the year 1000, CCAG 2 p. 44 F. 111. 

54 RE Suppl. 5 col. 2. 
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physician of the same name, vvlio probably belongs to 
the time of Hadrian. We see no gain in sucli hypo- 
thetical constructions. 

Kroll also ascribed the fourth version of No. L 118 to 
Antigonus without realizing, however. that there existed 
three more versions of the same horoscope in the work 
of Vettius Valens. Tinis No. L 118 has no hearing on 
the prohlem of dating Antigonus. 

D. THE LATE AUTHORS 

The gap in our material of about two centuries be- 
tween Vettius Valens and Hephaestion is probably 
caused by the accidents of preservation. With Palchus 
and Rhetorius, however, as Cumont has pointed out, 55 
we come near to a period in which astrological practice 
was severely suppressed until its revival in the eighth 
century. The horoscopes of the fifth century are there- 
fore prohahlv the latest texts which are directly con- 
nected with the origin and development of Hellcnistic 
astrology. 

1. HEPHAESTION 

The horoscope No. L 380 seems to be the only con- 
temporary one found in the writings of Hephaestion. 56 
It is contained in Book II in the first chapter “ On con- 
ception and childhirth ” and is partially repeated in the 
next chapter and in II, 11. 57 It is the sole basis for the 
date of Hephaestion. 58 In CCAG 8,2 p. 86,21-23 three 
longitudes of stars are quoted from Book 11,18. They 
compare as follows with the longitudes given in the 
Almagest: 

Hephaestion Almagest 
Regulus: <Tl 5 Si 2 ;30 

v Aquarii: 20 17;40 

a Tauri: 8 15 8 12;40. 

An increase of about 2\° between Ptolemy (a.d. 140) 
and Hephaestion would mean a time difference of about 
250 years if Hephaestion had derived these longitudes 
from Ptolemy by using his constant of precession, 
counting longitudes from the vernal point. The close- 
ness of the resulting date, about 390, to the date of our 
horoscope seems to support the above-mentioned rela- 
tionship to the Ptolemaic catalogue of stars and a date 
near a.d. 400 for the life of Hephaestion. 

2. PALCHUS 

The lifetime of Palchus is known to us within com- 
paratively narrow limits from horoscopes in which lie 
refers to statements made by himself, correct ones as 
well as an incorrect prediction. 30 The earliest of these 

35 Cumont [11] p. 53 f.; Boll [4] p. 105. 

58 Hephaestion's work contains in addition the three early 
horoscopes Nos. L40, L 76 (Hadrian), and L 113,IV (Pedanius 
Fuscus) which were taken from Antigonus of Nicaea. 

57 Cf. the second and third versions, respectively. 

" Boll in RE 8 col. 309,60 ff. and CCAG 8.4 p. 246 note. 

8U Cf. Cumont [11]; for Palchus in general rf. Cutnon» [12]. 


references is found in No. L475, the latest in No. L487. 
With the exception of No. L 474 all other horoscopes 
preserved in the writings of Palchus belong to this 
interval. 60 

From No. L 479 it seems that Palchus was in Smyrna 
at the time of the arrival of the ship from Alexandria 
about which the “ inquiry " was made. No. L 474 con- 
cerns a ship sailing from Caesarea (in Palestine) to the 
Hellespont. No. L475 deals with a journey to Athens, 
No. L484 with an event in Antioch. Only No. L 486 
concerns events in Alexandria, though without a direct 
indication of the presence of the writer.® 1 

The fact that three horoscopes concern travei by ship, 
while No. L 487 discusses the prediction of the contents 
of a lettcr. is of interest since these topics correspond 
to two chapters in the work of Palchus which lie took 
from a much earlier treatise which goes under the name 
of Zoroaster: Ilept tVurroÀj/ç draSóoew* and Ilípi ttAoÓov 
úraytiryr/ç. 62 Apparently aiicieiit doctrines were illustrated 
by up-to-date examples. 

Except for the first (No. L474) and the last (No. 
L487) horoscope. all planetary positions are given in 
degrees only. In No. L 474 half-degrees occur for the 
planets, minutes for the moon. In No. L487 degrees 
and minutes are given for the longitudes of Saturn and 
Júpiter but tlieir correctness is not free from suspicion. 

The comparison with modem values of the longitudes 
given by Palchus, particularly for sun, moon, and nodes, 
shows deviations which place his zero point of longi¬ 
tudes close to T 3 o of the modem nomi ( cj. figure 37). 

3. RHETORIUS 

Cumont used a list of stellar positions 6:1 for the de- 
termination of the date of Rhetorius and found 64 a.d. 
500. 65 This agrees well with the dates Diocletian 145 
= a.d. 428 and Diocletian 179= a.d. 463 given in two 
of the seven horoscopes which are preserved under the 
name of Rhetorius. To the same period belong two 
astronomically dated horoscopes, No. L 482 concerning 
a “ non-viable ” cliild, and No. L 440 for the gram- 
marian Pamprepius, who died 44 years old, i.e., in 484. 
There remain three more horoscopes of very uncertain 
date. namely, Nos. L401, L488, and L516. 

60 Nos. L 478, 479, 483. 484. and 486. 

61 Cumont [12) p. 3 and p. 6 States that Palchus was an 
Egyptian according to his own statement. Cumont himself, how¬ 
ever, realized later on that the passage in question belongs to 
the “ Anonymous of the year 379” (CCAG 5,1 p. 194 f. and 
p. 204,18). Cumont also States that the name Palchus points to 
Egyptian origin. This may be so hut the Egyptological proof 
is lacking. 

a " Published by Bidez-Cumont, Magcs II, pp. 209-224, and 
assigned to an early period of astrological literature because of 
the use of the older planetarv names, Qaívwv, QaéOuv, etc. 

83 CCAG 5.1 pp. 219-226. 

84 Cumont [111 p. 43; also Boll, Sphacra, p. 15. 

83 Another list leads to a.d. 484 ; cf. Cumont [11] p. 43 and 
p 47. 
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The horoscope No. L516 refers to clima 5 (Hel- 
lespont). while Nos. L401 and L 488 give clima 4 
(Rhodes) as geographical latitude, tliough in fact No. 
L 488 uses values which belong to clima 6. 60 No. L 440, 
the horoscope of Pamprepius, who was born in Pano- 
polis in the Thebais 07 is based on a latitude between 
clima 2 and 3 as should be the case for the latitude of 
Thebes. Nos. L482 and L516 are based on clima 5, 
while No. L 463 was probably computed for Byzantium. 
Cumont collected 68 all the evidence for an Egyptian 
origin of Rhetorius but even the seemingly most solid 
argument, the use of rising times valid for Alexandria, 09 
actually supports strongly CumonCs suspicion tliat the 
whole passage is lifted from Antiochus. 70 The rising 




470 480 



figure 38 ), ignoring, of course, gross deviations caused 
by some error of computation or copying. 

4. EUTOCIUS 

As far as we were able to establish from CCAG 
the text of the horoscope No. L 497 occurs in three 
manuscripts 

V: Yindob., Cod. philos. gr. 179 = CCAG 6 Cod. 3 

(cf. P . 32) 

M : Mutin., Cod. 85 = III, C, 6 — CCAG 4 Cod. 11 

(cf. p. 32) 

F: Florent., Plut. 28, cod. 34 = CCAG 1 Cod. 12 

(cf. p. 69). 



Figure 37. 
Palchus. 


times in question follow the primitive arithmetical scheme 
of System A, whereas Rhetorius operates in all his 
horoscopes with the accurate values of the Handy 
Tables. 71 

The three earlier horoscopes (Nos. L401(?), 428, 
440) give the longitudes in degrees and minutes, while 
the later ones (Nos. L 463. 482, 488(?), 516(?)) use 
degrees only, with the exception of degrees and minutes 
for the sun in Nos. L 482 and L488, and for the íull 
moon in No. L 463. The deviations between ancient and 
modem computation are about the same as in the horo¬ 
scopes of Palchus, i.e., between — 2° and —3 o (cf. 


0,1 Middle Pontus; cf. p. 5. 

07 Cf. RE 18,3 col. 409,56 ff. 

"Cumont [111 P- 44 f. 

"CCAG 1 p. 163.4-14. 

70 Cf. Cumont [11] p. 44 note 7. 

71 Cf. also Rhetorius’ own words, CCAG 1 p. 152,9-16 where 
he opposes the rising times of Ptolemy, which are “ accurate to 
minutes,” to the “ cruder ” schemes “ of the Egyptians and 
Yalens.” 


Cumont. who did not know that F was a parallel to V 
and M. used the two latter manuscripts to establish a 
text which we call here the “ second version ” in con- 
trast with F which is our “ first version.” Cumonfs 
text is published in CCAG 4 pp. 103 to 110 with a long 
introduction (pp. 99 to 103). Of F only the beginning 
is published (CCAG 1 p. 170 f. F. 140 v ), the main part 
being available to us in a photostat (cf. pl. 32). 72 

In Y our horoscope forms part of “ Chapter 2 ” of a 
treatise called Astronomical lnvcstigation of Juliamts 
of Laodicaea. In M. however, Paulus Alexandrinus is 
given as author and Julianus appears as author of one 
chapter only (F. 83, corresponding to Chapter 3 in V) 
which is taken verbatim from the Tctrabiblos . 73 Cumont 


7i To complicate matters. the folio numbers are no longer the 
same as those given in CCAG 1 p. 69 but one higher. Our 
references give the printed. not the secret, numbers. The number 
142a visible on pl. 32 corresponds to F. 141 r of CCAG 1. 

75 Cf. CCAG 4 p. 109. 
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eniencled M and published a combined text 74 under the 
title as it appears in V. He realized, however, that the 
longitudes of the fixed stars require a date near 500 
whereas he assigned Julianus a date 120 years earlier. 


author. In all probability Julianus (in V) as vvell as 
Paulus (in M) lias nothing to do with the chapter 
vvhich contains the horoscope and one may only hope 
that the reference to Eutocius is more trustworthv. One 




Te.xt — Comp. 



420 4 30 44Õ 450 460 470 480 490 SOO 

Figure 38. 

Rhetorius 


-O 

cr* 


5/Õ -520 AJ). 


The version of F not only gives the exact date. Dio- 
cletian 214 = Philip 821 75 = a.d. 497. fully confinned 
by the astronomical elements, but it quotes Eutocius as 


74 Using also Angdicus 29 (CCAG 5, 1 Cod. 2; cf. p. 32) 
which seems not to contain the section with the horoscope. A 
parallel is the Florent., Plut. 28 cod. 33 = CCAG 1 Cod. 11. 
F. 247 (p. 56). 

75 Kroll ([5] p. 128), who first drew attention to tliis horo¬ 
scope, thought he had found some discrepancy between these 
two dates but was corrected by Cumont (Kroll [5] p. 192 but 
read “ Zu S. 128 f. 140”). Unfortunately, Kroll expressed him- 
self inaccurately by saying that 498 was the corresponding date 
in our era (instead of 497/498) whereas Cumont (CCAG 1 


could then at least conclude that Eutocius had not died 
in 497. 

In other words, the date of the horoscope sheds no 
new light on the difficult question of the lifetime of 
Eutocius as derived from the dedication of his com- 
mentaries to Archimedes and Apollonius. 7 ® 

p. 170 note 1) incorrectly equated it with 498/499. Cumont [11] 
p. 47 note 1 gives correctly 497 as date of the horoscope, asso- 
ciating it, however, with Julianus. 

'“Cf. Tannery, Mém. Sei. 2 p. 118 ff. He assumes (p. 121) 
that Eutocius was born about 465. Hultsch in his article, RE 
6.1 col. 1518 uses simultaneously the contradictory assumptions 
of Heiberg and Tannery. 
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5. STEPHANUS 

Usener, who eclited the treatise wiiich contains the 
horoscope Xo. L621, assumed 77 that its author, Ste- 
phanus, was the neoplatonist Stephanus of Alexandria 
who was a conteinporary of the emperor Heraclius (610 
to 641). He realized, of course, that the horoscope itself 
could not have been written by this Stephanus, since it 
reveals a knowledge of events up to a.d. 775, and con- 
sidered it as a later addition. Cumont, however, was 
undoubtedly right in rejecting this hypothesis since the 
whole treatise fornis a iinit 78 from which the horoscope 


cannot be separated. He therefore identified the author 
with a “ Stephanus the Philosopher ” of whoni an astro- 
logical treatise “ On the mathematical art " is. at least 
in part, preserved and the author of which came from 
Pérsia to Constantinople. 70 

Since this later Stephanus declares that this art was 
transmitted from the Roinans to the Saracens, 80 lie 
cannot have made this statement niuch before 800. 
Baghdad was not founded until 762, and Mãshã’allãh, 
with wliom Islaniic astrology can be said to have becoine 
the heir of Hcllenistic astrology, lived till about 810. 


77 Klcine Schrijtcn III p. 247-322 (Bonn 1880). 
79 CCAG 2 n. 181. 


79 CCAG 2 p. 182,2. 

90 CCAG 2 p. 182,29 f. 
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A. GREEK 

Numbers, separated by a colon, indicate text-number 
and line, as published here in Chapter I (p. 14 ff.). 
Numbers preceded by L refer to literary sourccs, trans- 
lated in Chapter II (p. 76 ff.) . In these cases refercnce 
is made to the original publication oí the Greek text, 
particularly to CCAG (quoted as C, followed by volume 
number, page and line) and to Kroll’s edition of Vettius 
Yalens (quoted as Y, followed by page and line). 
Example: L 135 I V 156:17 means: Horoscope No. 
L 135 I, Vettius Yalens p. 156, line 17, ed. Kroll. 

Square brackets [ J indicate doubtful or supplied 
readings. 

The glossary is complete for the original sources. 
From the literary horoscopes selective references are 
made only to technical and unusual words. Additional 
indices are found in CCAG and in Vettius Valens, ed. 
Kroll. Occasionally we have listed words which do not 
occur in the passages translated here; then no L-number 
is given. 

For the explanation of technical terms cf. Introduction 
p. 2 ff. 

1. General Greek Glossary 

à see ós 

àyadoòatfiovtu be in Agathos Daimon L 62 V 87: 2 
àyaOói 81:212; 137a: [1]; 137b: 43; 227:1; 277:1; 282:1; 
284: 1; 316:1; 320: 1; 326:1; 338: 1; 345:2 
ayadv 376b: 31 
àyaOòs Saípwp 95 : 72 

àyadoTvxiu be in Locus Good Fortune L 50 V 83: 20 
ãya» 81:137 
á-yajreróí 15/22: (21 

ãypoia 81 : 181 

ãyu 81 : 43 
àywyrt 138/161 : 5 

'Aôptavós (month) 137a : 4; 137b: [3]; 137c: 8 
atívp 284: 6, verso [2] 

aiyÓKtpm 95: [70]; 137a: 16, 36; 137b: 16, 35; 137c: 19; 138/ 
161:4; 177: |4]; 219 II 12:7; 220:7; 250,2:21; 258: [91; 
277:6; 283:7; 284:12 ; 293 XII: 5; 326:10; 353: diagr.; 
366:8; 431: 6; 478:8 
ayoytpu 182: 1,3 
ayuycpw 182: 7 

aiy 176; 219 I a; 219 I b: diagr.; 219 I c: diagr.; 219 I d: 

diagr.; 219 I e; 250,1: diagr. 
aiyo 15/22: diagr. 
aiyoyaipo) 207: 3 

aiyoyepm 46:2, 14; 338:6, 10, 12; 351:17; 370:34; 373:7; 

376a: 16; 37òb:37 
aiyoK 217:2; 219 II 1:7; 260: [12] 
aiyoKcpo 149:5 

alyvwTios 81:1; 137c: 9; 187: 5; 207 : 9 

aíptais configuration (of stars) L412 Marinus (Cousin) 61:8 

— Stá division by L 123 I V231:15 

— division (of periods) L 135 I V 156: 17 


— method V 237: 35 

— sect L 50 V 83:16 

aiptTLKó j of the sect L 463 C 8,4 225: 4 
ai<r0r)Tós perceptible, actual L 428 C 8.1 222:8 
aiTiariKÒs róiros responsible locus L 1231 V 231:6 
alúvios 81 : 13 

áKÍyrjTOP (ÇwôiciKÓp) fixed zodiac L 428 C8.1 222:7 
àKptfiúc 81: 17 

àKpow\ia opposition L 497 note 35 
áKpópvxos in opposition L 87 VII V 129: 13 
àicpúvvKTos 260: 5 

ÍKTtpo(Jo\éu project rays, radiate L 113 IV C 8,2 86:5 
àKTipopoXía projection of rays, radiation L 75 V142:4 
àpapTvprjTos not in aspect L 78 V 93: 30 
àpavpós dim, faint L 112 VII V 229: 35 
ávafiaípup ascending node L 478 C 6 65: 2 
àvafiifiaÇii) 81: 87, 128 

àrafiipáÇuv ascending node L74IV V154:3 
àvayKaio s 15/22 : 1 

àváyKT] 

avavKi) 137c: frag. 3 

— ( K\f,po í) 138/161:8; 338:16 
àvaSiòup .1 284 :2 

àvaíptais destruetion. destruetive influence L 75 V142:6 
àvaipiri)* destroycr, destruetion L 87 VII V 129: 11 

— (ícX^pos) Lot of destroyer L440 C 8,4 221 (b) : 12 
ávaipeTiKÓ s destruetive L 488 C 8,1 237: 24 

àvaipéw be destruetive, destroy L 76 C 6 68: 8 
ipaXoyía 95: 60 
àpaptpípoXoi 81 : 29 
àpáiraXtp 81 : 179 

àvairoòíÇu) subtract L 114 V V 147: 17 
àpanoôiapós 46 : 9 
àvaTfXXu 137c: 119 

iparoXri 81:74; 137a:21; 137b: [21]; L497 notes 37, 38 
ávaroXiKÒp xivTpov rising center, Horoscopos L412 Marinus 
(Cousin) 64: 35 

àvaroXiKòi 81:103, 147; 137a: 9; 137b: [8] 
àvarpixui 81 : 109 
iucHpépw 95:80 

àva<f>opã rising time L 75 V 156: 11 
àva<popâs, c7Tí in epanaphora L 72 V 85 : 5 
ávatpopiKói 95:60 

àrnp 81: [2] 

àpoiKoôfciróTi)Tos without house ruler L 75 V 141: 32 
ápTÍKfipai be in opposition L6I X V 143: 15 
àvTurapáòoois succession (of chronocratorship) L 122 I 22 V ? 30- 
27 

àpwpaXía 345 : 11 

àuuffxpwi upwards (in direction of daily rotation] L74IV 
V 154: 4 
ãoipos 95: 113 
ãiras 138/161 : 10 

ànfpyáÇop.ai effect L 40 C 8,2 85:9 
ànixu 81 : 155 

àirXaviji àarrip fixed star L 497 C4 106: 12 
àirXws 81 :23 

àiró 81:51, 74; 95:100, 103, 126, 134; 137c:2, 3, 5; 138/161: 

15; 326:3 ; 385: [21]; 465:1 
àiróKXip.a apoclima L83 V84:15 
íwokXípu be in apoclima L61 V V 86:23 
nr-ÓKXtfftt apoclima L 75 V 169:1 
áirÓKpovois 338: 17 
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àvoXcíirw 81:14 

’ AiróXXuv SCC TLríXfiuv 
áiróXvais 
airoXvc 95 : 115 

— outcome L 123 I V 231: 22 
àiroppéio leave contact with L 483 C 6 66: 12 
àvóaraan elongation L 484 C 6 66: 26 

àiTÓ<jTpo<})o% turning away L 75 V168:4; L 87 VII V 129: 12; 
L91 V 130:20; L 101 III V94:8; L114V V 147:21; 
L 123 VII V 128: 37 
anor[ 137c : II 14 

ánoTtXecrpa. prognostic, portent L 102 XII 14 V284:l; L 118 
C 2 168:27 

áwoTtXe<rp.ariKÓf 95 : [82] 

àwoTeXtiú have effect; have influence; forecast; portend 95: 111; 
L 40 C 8,2 85:7; L 106 V 113:6; L114XI V 231: 3; 
L 134 XI V 228 : 8; L482 C8,l 240 : 27 
àiroTép.i>u 81:152, 167 
'AirpíXeios 81 : 44 

àpyòt TÓ7TOS locus of troublc L 497 notes to diagr., C 8,2 68 ■ 26 
“A/nji —9: [5]; —3: [8], 17; 15/22:11, [12], 15, diagr.; 32:7; 
46:7, 11, 18; 50,1:4; 50,2: [3]; 81:59, 118, 126, 169; 95: 
[28], 42, 54. 67. 74, 76. 78. 111; 125: 9; 137a: 13, 16, 38. 41 ; 
137b: 13, 16, 36, [39]; 138/161: [5], 8; 139:7; 149:7; 
150:5; 177:4; 182:2; 187:9; 190:7; 207:3; 217:5; 219 

I b: diagr.; 219 I c : diagr.; 219 I d: diagr.; 219 1 e; 219 

II 1:6; 219 II 12:6; 220:5; 244 : 2 ; 245:7; 250,2:10; 
258:4; 260 : 7 ; 277:5; 283:5; 284:14; 293 VIII:6; 293 
XII: [5]; 316:10; 320:8; 326:8; 338:10, 21, 23, 25, 29, 
30; 345:8, 9; 351: [15]; 353: diagr.; 366:10; 370:37; 
373:8; 376a:16; 376b: 37; 381a:26; 381b: 34; 385:25; 
431:8; 465:6; 478:9 

àpiOpó s 95 : 44; 250,2: [24] 

àppeviKÓ s 81: 61 

apcevtKoc 15/22:8, [10], 12, 14 

àpxaiot —9: [2]; 15/22:6; 81:45; 137b: 3; 137c: 3; 145:2 

O 

apx*i 137a: 4 

apxeoc 161:6 

àpxv 95:113; 137b: 4; 219 I b: diagr. (?); 227:4; 282:3; 
293 VIII: 8 
ap X 137a: 5; 245:5 
ápx<*> 190:2 

àaeXyris vicious, lascivious L40 C 8,2 84:26; L 116 V 113:23 
àvTT,p 81:97, 109, 122, 127, 132, 139, 154, 158; 95:82; 137a:43; 
137b: 42; 137c: II 7, II 10; 138/161:11, 12; 250,2: [21]; 
284:9 

àarpoOeaía configuration of the stars L 102 IV b V 157: 24 
àorpoXáfios astrolabe L621 Usener III 273:12 
àtTrpoXoyía 81:27 
A vòvvatos 

avõtveov 219 I d: 1 
avSiveov 219 I b : 1 
avSuveov 219 I c: 1; 219 I f: 1 
av^apuTtu wax L 40 C 8,2 85 : 8 

avró s 81:15, 94; 137a:42; 137b: 41; 137c:5, 15, frag. 5; 219 
II 12:1; 345:14 
a<p. tpovpc 95: 96 

à<paipéTi 7 í retrograde C4 107:13 

(Mpaipen [ ko] c 260:6 

àtpaipeio 250,2: [23] 

â<f>etrit start; starting point; beginning (first chronocratorship) 
L 75 V 142: 3; L 110 III V 142:13; L 516 C8.1 231:7 
i<pÍTijt starter; initiator; first chronocrator L61X V 144:9; 

L 75 V142:1; L110 III V142:12 
àtpfTiKÓ s starting L 110 III V 142: 14 

áipdóvus 81: [11] 

à<píaTijpi be distant from L 37 V 233: 29 
'Atppoôirr, —3: [9]; 15/22: [81, [9], 11, 13, 16; 32: [3]; 46:5, 
13, 15; 50,2: [4]; 50,3: [2]; 81:81, 102, 138, 182; 95:29. 32, 
38. 39 48 57 63, 67, 68 73 79, [80], [83], 93, [103], [112]; 


137a: [7], 15, 20, 25, 27, 32, 34, 43; 137b:6, 15, 20, 24, 27, 
32, 34, 37, 40, 41; 138/161:1, [7]; 149:4; 171: [5]; 177: 
[4]; 182:3; 187: [10]; 190:7; 207:4; 217:3; 220:6; 
245:6; 250,2:2, [16]; 258:5; 260:9; 277:7; 282:5; 
284:15; 293 VIII: 5; 316: 11; 320: [9]; 326: 10; 345:7,14; 
353: diagr.; 373:7; 431:5; 478: [10] 
aippo 219 I c: diagr.; 219 I e 

a<ppo 81: 195; 137a:38, 41 

a<ppoô 150:6; 219 I a; 219 I b: diagr.; 219 I d: diagr.- 219 
II 1:7; 219 II 12:7; 244 : 2 ; 283:8 
cHppoôü 137a: 32, 35 
cuppoSciT 184:8 
atppoSiôrj 465: [7) 

atpoTiôv 338:11, 24. 26. 28; 351: [16]; 366:7; 370:36; 

376a: 15; 376b: 36; 381a: 25; 381b: 33; 385 : 27 
atppoTirt] 125:10 

/3a0 M óí step 95: [25]; L 497 C 4 106:12 
P(aOpót) L 497 note 12 

páXXu send (rays), radiate L 110 III V 142: 15 
Paai Xeéi 137c: 4 

— (róTTOí) Locus of King L 107 V 229: 3 
(JaacXía 284: 5 ; 478: 3 

paoiXtKòt TÓTTos Locus of King L 134 XI V228:9 
Paris basis L 78 V 93: 29 
pipXot 137c: 2 
Pios 137c frag.: 2, 9 

pXixu> be in aspect to L 478 C 6 65: 16 

B opftis 81: 62 

fiopeiÓTepoc 81 : 122 
P pafiúov 138/161:13 

yapoaroXiKÓs (tójtos) Locus of marriage L 111 IV V 228: 29 
7 apooTóXos 137a : 28; 137b: 28 
7 áp 81:27; 95: 114; 345:12 

yeívopai SCC yiyvopcu 

ytvéOXi, nativity L 80 Manetho III: 739 
y eWls 15/22:2; 95: [72], 79, 107; 137a: 1, 42; 137b: 1. 41- 
138/161: [17]; 15C: 1; 177:1; 227. [2]; 277:1; 282:2-, 
283:1; 316:1; 320: [1], 11; 326 : 2 ; 338:2; 345:2; 351: 
[11]; 366: [1]; 370:29; 373:1; 376a: 11; 381a: 21; 381b: 
30; 385:20 
yfi scc vttò yyv 

yíyvonai 81 : 2; 95 : 106, 108, 111 ; 219 I b : 3 ; 219 I d: 3; 219 f • 
2; 284:3; 338: 18 
7 tiverai 138/161: 15 
yavqctTai 95 : [110] 
yvtjaíus 81 : 3 

yvwpuv (rjXiaKÓs) (solar) gnomon L 419 V 365 : 34 

— (úpooKoniKÓs) (horoscopic) gnomon L419 V 365 : 34 
yvwois 81: 15 

yovficioc 95: 109 
yovtvs 95: 109; 137c: frag. 8 
ypi<po> 219 1:2; 250,1: [2] 
yvvrj 95: 112 


baipuv (kXtipo s) 138/161:4; 338:14 
áyaOòs baíptav 95 : 72 
Aaítrt os 


õactov 219 I : 1 
òíktvXos 81 : 123 


5e 15/22:4 [5] ; 81 :43, 46. 73, 96, 108, 126, 138, 157, 165, 173 
//: 9a: [21], [26], 34, [40], 45, 59, 105, 106, 108, 111 
13/a: 4; 137b:3; 137c:4, 9, 15, fragm. 4; 138/161:11 
161:6; 187:5; 284:9; 345:14 
Síkcl 81: 112, 160 
S(Ka 81: [129], 141 
Ò€Ka ÔKTU) 81 : 168 


Sckol reaaapcs 81 : 54 
rpcís 81 : 78 
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8'kclvÓ! 81:66, 89, 171; 95: [29], 35, [41], [47], [52], 58, 65 
òeicarevu be in superior aspect L 487 C 1 106(b) : 11 
ScKaros 81 : 57 

Stanórr,* ruler (of place in zodiac) C6 69:17 
ôevrtpo! 81:47, 66, 89, 119; 95: 115; 250,2: [14] 

Sr, 81 : 113, 143 

Si SCC SiSvpoi 

Siá 81: 12, 162; 95:59 

SiáOepa configuration ; nativity 81:164 L76 C6 68:4 

SiáOeai s configuration L412 Marinus (Cousin) 61:6 

SiaKaréxu hold rule L 158 V 284: 23 

StaupaTéu) rule (as chronocrator) L 488 C8,l 236:9 

Siap-erpéu be at diameter; be in opposition to L61 X V 143: 11 

Siáp-erpos diametrical L 61 X V 143: 18 

ôiat>or,TiKÒs Toiros Locus oí intellect L 123 I V 231: 30 

ôiáaTaais interval L 37 V 233: 25 

SiáoTi,p.a distance L — 71 C 8,4 237: 9 

5 iaa<páXXu 81 : 198 

SiaTCKp.aipop.ai determine; mark out L80 Manetho 111:750 
Sia vyáÇüt 81 : 70 

SÍSvpoi 15/22: diagr.; 32: 4; 46:19; 95 : 43; 137a : 28; 137b: 28; 
139:5; 177: [3]; 180:8; 190: 8; 207: 1; 217: 5; 219 II 12: 
8; 220:9 ; 244: [3]; 293 VIII: [8], 9; 293 XII: 4; 316:9; 
326:7, 11; 338:14, 18; 345:7; 353: [diagr.]; 376a:18; 
376b:[39]; 381a:27; 381b: 35; 385:[24]; 465:[6] 

SiS 176; 219 I a; 219 I b: diagr.; 219 I c: diagr.; 219 I d: 

diagr.; 219 I e; 250,1: diagr. 

8i8r,pr)C 431 : 10 
SiSwpu 15/22:3; 137c:7 

Siévuv ruler of the hour; associate ruler L 479 Cl 104: 4; L 487 
C 1 106 (b > : 13 

S L cvTv X éw 81:184; 138/161: [16]; 277: 10; 283:9 

Sip(cpiapói) 338: 19 to 30 

SioScvu pass through L 75 V 167 : 22 

SioiKcui 81: 10 

StirXovi 345: 10 
Sltt 81:199 

Stffpvpox^fíaKoaioiTTÓi 81 : 114 

Síaupov (ÇúSiov) bicorporeal (sign) L 124 V 281: 19 
8o£orr, see to£óttjs 

Sopvtpopcii) attend; accompanv; escort L 40 C 8,2 85 : 3; L 101 III 
V 94:5 
ôoDXos 85:105 

SovXwv, TÓjros ircpi Locus of slaves L 111 IV V 228: 25; L112 
VII V 229:18 
SpópLos 137c: [15], II 12 
ôvái second interval L 37 V 233: 29 
SvváaTijt 81:51 

Mw— 3:13; 15/22:15; 46: [19]; 250,2: [11] 

Svo 81: 123, 156 
SvcriKós 95: 70 
Svait 250,2: [25] 

Svarvxv^o. 138/161 : [10] 

Svtikòv setting point; setting sign L 478 C 6 65 : 3 
SuScKarijpópiov 81:68, 91; 95: [19], [27], 33, [39], [46], [50], 
56, 62 

SioScKarot 137c: 14 
Supcu 81:181 

c[ 15/22:2; 250,2:20 

cáv 95: 105, 106; 137c: fragm. 5; 345 : 14 

capivós 81 : 51 

cavróv 345 : 10 

cavró s itself, i.e., its own house L 123 I V 231 : 31 
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v ypvx wi 46: 11 

vòp [176]; 219 I b: diagr.; 219 I c: diagr.; 2191 d: diagr. 
v5pi] xo 326: 9 

vôpvxooc —9:3, [4]; 95:51, 77; 150:6; 190: [3]; 277:8, 9; 
282:3; 326: 5, 6; 345:6; 351: 16, 19; 353: diagr.; 370: 36; 
373:9 

vSpi)x° v 260: 4 
vôprjxw 316:8 
vôpixoj 207: 2, 5, 8 
vSpo 2191a; 219 I e 
vSpoxovc 219 I b: 4 
vôpoxou 15/22:14, diagr. 
u$pox« 137a: 8, 10; 220:3 
vSpoxv 1 139:7 

vòpoxv 219 II1: 5 
vôpvxuov 431: 7 
vlói 137c: 6 

virápxi» be effective L 484 C 6 67: 6 

Ciravyot invisible, close to sun L 40 C 8,2 84: 20; L 497 note 38 
virépyeioy peaovpávqpa upper culmination L 40 C 8,2 84:11 
virepéxo) 95: 109 
virá 95:108, 113; 284:3 

— yr,p —3:14; 15/22: [15], diagr.; 46:20; 95: 68; 137a: 33; 
137b: 33 

vTÓyeioi lower culmination L 40 C 8,2 84:12 
viroBéxofiat receive (in house, terms, triangle, or sign of exalta- 
tion) L 482 C 8,1 240 : 22 

inroôexip-fvos receiving (star); ruler of receiving house L479 C 1 
104:14 

viropévu) be destined to; have to expect L75 V 168:18 
inróffTcurtç 138/161 : 15 
v\pos 81:109 
v\póo) 81:63 

S<fiu,pa exaltation 81:81, 102, 146; 95:32, 38. 49, 54, 63, 68, 74; 
137a: 14, 18, 31, 34, 37, 40; 137b: 14, 18, 31, 33, 36, 39; 
L 482 C 8,1 240:23 
v\p 95:73 

— exaltation of the nativity L 65 X V 86: 8; L 95 V 14 V 86: 2 

— Karà tt) v yépcaip exalt. of the nativ. L 123 I V 231: 23 

— T7jt yevtaem -L 50 V 83 : 22 

v\PupanKóv (fwôtoj') sign of exaltation Llll IV V228: 19 
vxfuTiKÓp (Çwôiov) —-Llll IV V 228:20 

QatOuv —61; 46: [8]; 81: 108; 95: 36; [176] 

Qaiyw 46: [6]; 81: 96; 95: 30; 137c: II, 1 
<paiv 176 

ipapepwO 139: [2]; 283: 2 
<papc 0 150:2 

<t>avraaia prestige L 61 V V 86:19 
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tapuovOi 81:38; 177:2; 207: [9]; 385: [23] 

( pap/iov^ 125 : 2 
<papp.ovTi 145:2 

<t>áoi s phase 81: 21, 161; L 76 C 6 68: 19 

<pa*ct>i —3:2; 15/22: 5, 6; 260 : 2 ; 316: 4; 376a: 11; 376b: 34 

ipèpu 81: 52, 75 

<f>0ávu) overtake, extond L 120II V 174:12; L 380 C8,l 146:17 
(pi\la 138/161: 7 

ipiXiat, tójtos nepí Locus of Friendship L 122 I 22 V 230: 29 
(fnXoirovéu 81:5 
(píXraros 81: 33; 284: 3 

(ppovptu) accompany; attend L 87 VII V 129: 10 
tpvXárru —3:16 
ipvaiKós 95: [79] 

<pvaií 95: 109 
tpvTfía 95: [108] 

<pm luminary L 76 C 6 68:18 
ipuarrip luminary C 6 70: 31 
4>u><x<t>ópoi 81: 138; 250,2: 17 
176 

<pucípopovc 95 : 48 
<f>uc<pwpoc 46: 13 

XaXdatKÓs 137c: 3 
xàpi» — 3:17 

\tip.fptVÓS 

Xip-tpiv. [ 137c: 20 

X» XlOffTÓS 

xiXiccT 81:79 
xXapíis 81: 133 
Xoicxk 338 : 4; 384 : 2 
X V <* K 227: 4 
XP 478: 1 

xpvholtISo, 95: [98], [102], 117, 125, 127, 134 
Xptjmotío-tíícós operative; effective 95: [82]; L74XI V 84,29 
xpovoypatpia period of time L 75 V 168: 14; L 122 X 11 V 268 : 25 
XPovoKparéu be chronocrator L 401 C 8,1 233 : 16 
XPovoKpárup chronocrator; ruler of period of life L 152 V170: 
24 

XPòpo * 15/22: 4, 6; 81: 35, 209; 95:125, 134; 137c: 7; 284: 2 

— time degree L 401 C 8,1 232:23 
xpvffóf 81:85 

xpúpa 95: 110 

81:17, 188, 200; 137c: 11 

— trapí multiply L 431 V 365:12 
tvto S 138/161:11 

•pòyoi 95: 113 
i^i»xpós 95: 112 

úpa hour; scc also úpooKÓiros —9:2; 15/22:7; 32:2; 81:42; 
137a:5; 137b:[4]; 137c:10; 138/161:18; 139:3; 145:3; 
149:2; 150:3; 161:5; 171:5; 177: [2]; 184:3; 187: [2]; 
220:2; 227:4; 250,2: verso; 258: [2]; 293 VIII: 2; 316: 
5; 320:[4] 

«P 125:3; 190:2; 219Ib:3; 219 I c : 2; 219 I d : 2; 219H: 
2; 219 II 1: 3; 219 II 12: 3; 244:1; 260 : 3 ; 277:3; 282:3; 
283:3; 284:7, verso3; 326:4; 345:3; 351: [12]; 370:31; 
373:3; 376a: 12; 376b: 34; 381a: 22; 381b: 32; 385:23; 
394:3; 431:2; 465:2 
wp 1 -3:3 

òjpiaia SiatTToXi j hourly distinction L 61 X V 143 : 28 
úpialop péaov Spopuipa hourly mean motion L 380 C8,l 146: 12 
üpialoi xp° vo * time degree L 401 C 8,1 232: 8; L 516 C 8,1 231:16 
úpipaía horimaia L 482 C 8,1 240: 27; cf. L 482 note 8 
òjpovopi w be in horoscope L 483 C 6 66:7 
úpovópos 95:59 


úpooKotrtti) —3: [11]; 15/22 : 13 ; 46 : 18 ; 150 :7 

wpoffKónoi 15/22: diagr.; 32:8; 81:165; 95:59; 125:5; 137b: 

26; 139: [9]; 149:8; 177: [3]; 187:14; 220:8; 258:9; 

260 : 4 ; 284: [17]; 316:12 
opocKonoc 137a:26; 190:8; 353: [diagr.] 

$ 182:7; 207:8; 217:6; 2191b: 4; 219111:4; 2191112: 

7; 244: [3]; 245: [1]; 282:3; 326:6; 345:4; 351:12; 

366:5; 370:32; 373:4; 376a: 14; 376b: 35; 381a: 23; 

381b: [32]; 385: [24]; 394:4; 431:10; 465:3 
upa 277:9 ; 283:4; 293 VIII: 4; 320:5 
upacKonoc 326:5; 338:5 
upK L 497 notes to diagr. 

upocKono i, oi Xç XapLirpoi 95:21, [26], 34, 40, [45], 52, 56, 64 
«í 81:42, 189; 137c:2 
üanep 137c : 5 


2 . Grcck Words, incompletc 


]<X 95: 108 

]c c ko[ . ] 138/161: 13 

jaiTij 137c: fragm. 4 

]irol37c: 19 

]ap 95: 114 

]pu> 137c: 17 

Jííta 250,1: 1 

]c 95:2 

líeíet 138/161: 14 

]c77c 95: 1 

]*< c 95: 8 

]cro 95: 5 

]era 137c: fragm. 5 

]repo[ 137c: fragm. 3 

]..ij.[ 138/161: 13 

]rtpop 137c: fragm. 6 

hprjc 50,1:1 

]ro..v.[ 137c: fragm. 1 

].X« 250,2: 1 

]roc 138/161: 18 

]XX...[ 137c: 24 

]tw 137c : 18 

]Xo 95: 10 

]• • X o 95:9 

M 15/22: 1 

]w 137c: 16; 138/161:10 

]p. .ioi>[ 137c : 25 

U 95: 14 

Joi-toi 137c: fragm. 7 

]a»pa 95: 6 
• • 

o]i-c 95: 114 



3 . Names oj Per sons and Placcs 

-A/áuõos L 474 C 1 102(b) : 16 

•AOipac L 440 C 8,4 221 (b) : 3; L 475 C 1 103 :1 

Ályv imo* 81:1; 137c: 9; 187: 5; 207 : 9; L 497 C 4 106:17 

Aíyvirros L 621 Usener III 274:17 

•AXc iápòptta L 479 Cl 103(b):2; L 486 Cl 100(b) : 2 

'AXé(ap(ôpot) MaKfôúp 219 I b : 3 

’A XtÇapôpot, Xtovripof 227: 3 

'ApovfiLwp 137a : 1 ; 137b : [ 1 ] 

'A pó vir 478 : 2 

■AFTÍ7WM L 40 C 8,2 84 : 2; L 487 C 1 107: 4 = C 6 64:14 
— ó Xtxaevt L 76 C 6 67(b) :6 
‘APTióxtia L 484 C 1 107(b) : 2 = C 6 66: 16 
•A ptupIpo, 137c : 3 ; 137b: [2]; 137c : 7 ; 138/161:17; 139:1; 
149: 1; 150: 1; 161:2 

Aptupupov 145: 1 
Aptwpl v 219 111:1 
’AiroXXupia 385 : 20 
’ AitoXXúpikos 219 I b: 4 
'Apptpía L 621 Usener III 275:8 
'ApiroKparíup 161 : 1 
‘Aprfpíôupos 353:1; 385: 22 
’A<TKXr)irtós 137c : 6 
pcKTiXtvs (i.e. Necho) 137c: 4 
Brjcrâi 353:3 

Boi-Vyapot L 621 Usener III 275 : 2 
B vÇápTiop L 440 C 8,4 221 (b): 4; L 463 C 8,4 224: 22 
YaXXii)PÓs 258: [1] 

Aíòvp(os) 217:1 

AioKXrjTtapói 284:5, verso 1; 316:3; 320:3; 326 : 3 ; 338:3; 
351: [11]; 370:30; 373:2; 376a: 13; 376b:34; 381a:21; 
381b: 31; 385:21; 431:1; 465:1; 478:3 
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AicucXtiTiavov 366:2 

AiOKXriTiavov fiaoiXtía L 380 C 8 ,l 146:4 
— Ítoí L 419 V 365: 30; L431 V365:3; L475 Cl 103:2 
Aiov vería 244 : 1 

lupóOeo* L 475 Cl 103:20; L 487 Cl 107: 2 = C 6 64:12 
E. 345:2 

'Edpí(3u>v, tpTjpos ríji L621 Usener III 272: 10 
'EWt,* 161:4; 187:4; 284:6 
HXXt/pwi' 137c : 9 

'Eiriipávioí ò 'Apafiticòs epiropos L 621 Usener III 271:24 
'Eppeías 376b : 33 
'Eppetóvit 351:11 
’E pptíwv 373:1 

Eppíjs (god, astrologer) 137c: 6 
"E ppijffíuv 338: 2 
'Eppoyívrji 376a: 13 
'Ep/ioújroXts 81:201 
"E ppitiv 81: 33 

E vrÓKios L497 Cl 170(c) : 1 
'H paicAeiòris 316:2 

'liipaicríuv Qrifiaios L 380 C 8 ,l 141:1 
" U<pi)<TTos 137c: 6 

tíeóôupoi ò AvyoiiffráXios L 486 C 1 100(b) : 1 
Ocóripoi 376a: 14 
Qfuvlvos 277:1 

0 17 /Safos L 440 C 8.4 221 (b) :2; see also 'H Qaioríuv 

’Ipripla L 621 Usener III 275:9 

'1 povffijs 137c: 6 

“Ivôot L 621 Usener III 275 : 7 

‘laíôwpos 366: 3 

•l<r M (X 7 ÍX L621 Usener III 272: 11 
'luávmjs 376a: 11; 376b: 31 
Kaidápeta L 474 C 1 102(b) :2 
KamraòoKÍa L 621 Usener III 274:21 
K aplvot 282:2; 283: 2 
KiXikícl L621 Usener III 274 : 21 
KoXx« L621 Usener III 275:9 
Kóppoãos 190: [ 1 ] 

Koicpías 326:2 

Kopaaiavúv, <pvXi] tüv Xeyopévuiv L621 Usener III 272: 10 

KopvijXios SaXuyefpos 258 : 1 

Kpiróôvpot L 61 X V 143:6; cf. C 5.2 120:29 

Kvirjros 260: 1 

KrpiXXoOs 370:29 

Kôpos 381a : 21; 381b : 30 

AtóvTios L 484 C 1 107(b) : 1 = C 6 66 : 16 

At/3úij L 621 Usener III 274:17 

M ctKápios 376b : 33 

MafceSuit' 219 I b : 3 

Ma/cptavós 260: 1 

yiwápti L 621 Usener III 272:11 
Xcxefr 137c:4 
PaatXevt 137c:4 
XijffTta 385:20 

Ni»<a 7 ópas ãp^w v L412 Marinus (Cousin) 61:25 

XíXóppw^ 366: 1 

"Oms 2191 f: 3 

'CWs (?) 2191 d: 3 

OvaXtvTiviavós paaiXevt 1.419 V 365 : 29 

O vaXepiavót 258 : 1 

Ovfjpos 161 : 3 

l’0]^>éXXtos 138/161 : 17 

IlaXatffrú-ij L 621 Usener III 274: 18 

Tlapiviis 366: [3] 

Uépyapov L117X Aelius Arist. (Keil) 440:22 
n tpaís L 621 Usener III 275:7 
Tlfpawu paaiXcía L 621 Usener III 275 : 4 
YlfToolpis 137c: [4] 


IItrijvios 81 : 186 

283:1 

nXáTw»» L117X Aelius Arist. (Keil) 440:20 
lípópoi 277:2 
Ilpwrapxos 177:1 

IlroXepatos L 428 C 8.1 221:13; L497 C4 106: 17 
— ò Oeio s L497 Cl 171:10 
IlToXepaís 227: 2 
'Pupaios 81:43 

’P upaiuv paaiXeia L 621 Usener III 274 : 22 
— idvos L621 Usener III 274: 19 
SaXtúveivos 258: 1 
Xapaváppuv 260: 13 
2 fovf/pos ’ AXé^avôpos 227 : 3 
"Zeprtvo s 385: 21 

Ekv6ío. L621 Usener III 275:9 

~p.vpva L 117 X Aelius Arist. (Keil) 440:21; L 479 Cl 103 (b) : 1 

Xiravíup, KXípa 5ià L 419 V 365 : 29 

Zvpía L621 Usener III 274:18 

Tipépioi 15/22:5; 32: 1 

Tiro» 81: 38 

Tiros Ihrriinos 81 : 185 

Toôp/coí L621 Usener III 275:1 
T píxpup 15/22:2 
Qavovoípe 385:22 
4>íXi7T7roç 244: [ 1 ] 

♦<Xóij 150:1 

Xáfapoi L621 Usener III 275:1 
'PapffpQt 137a:2; 137b: 1 
XaXÒaiKÓ s 137c: 3 
Xp 478:1 

4. Constellations and Star Nomes 

(except for zodiacal signs, for which see the General Glossary, 
and for decans, for which see the Coptic Glossary) 

ávTáptis L497 C4 108:25 

àpyú L 118 C2 168: 32; L479 C 1 104:11 

àaKXrjiriós L 479 Cl 104:21 

péXos 137c:18 

yai>vp.ri6i)s 81: 135 

t’x^s, vótcios 81: 148 

— XchciSopaios 81 : 104 

KapKÍvos (bright star at the back of) 81: 110, 120-122 
Kcvravpos L 80 Manetho III: 749 
péXoí (i.e. KépTavpos) 137c: 18 
kíjtos (star at nostril of) L497 C4 107: 5 
Kpiós (flank of) 81 : 64 

— (star in the rhomboid quadrangle of) L497 C4 107:4-5 

— (star at tail of) L 497 C 4 107:9 
kí>up (Sirius) L 120 II V 101: 22 

Xéuv (back of) 81 : 174 

— (star in the buttocks of) L 497 C4 107 30 
Xiroí 81 : 153 

ovpaveíffKos 137c: 17 

ò<t>iov X oi (star at right knee of) L497 C4 108: 14 

irapOévos (star at the back and right wing of) L497 C4 107- ?0 

nXr)iás L 87 I V 111: 37 

tTKopjríos (star between claws of) L497 C4 106: 13 

— (star in the body of) L 497 C 4 108: 10, 25 
ravpos (back of) 81 : 87 

— (star at northern horn of) L 497 C4 106:23 
vytía L497 Cl 104:30 

W P°X®5* (bright star at 20th degree of =) L 76 and commentary 
note 20 C 6 68: 27 

— (star in the cloak of) 81:133-134 

X^\iôopiaio^ 

X*hciôopiaiov 81 : 104 
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B. COPTIC 

For the Coptic section of No. 95 cf. Cerny-Parker [1], p. 93 ff. 


apovy 95 : 45, 52 
apují apoJL 95 : 41 
apu)0 81:91 

fiiKWT 95: 35 
€T(]e 95:34 
Oov/xovO 81: 172 
Acar/ kovclt/ 95 : 58 
Kpovp.€ 95:65 
ovecdj] fiiKWT 95: [35] 
ptpepaape 95 : 47 
pepepaxÁ -] 95 : 65 


ctvTaxop 81 : 68 
cicpau 95:71 
cpui 95:67 
CTojp.a 95:69 
]ri 95:29 
(povrde 95 : 41 
x* v 95:21 
X€^ra[ 95:56 
x»[ 95:52 
hpaKvovt 1 95 : 65 
óecJCoc 376b 


C. ENGLISH 

For references sce the Greek Glossary 
accompany bopvtpopéuj ; <ppovpéuj 

accomplishment, ÍOCUS of Trepnroí-qais ; TrepnronjTiKÒs tóttos 
activity, locus of ttpclktikòs tóttos 
adding to its numbers npoaOcTiKÒs toís ipiOpois 
affairs (political) npáiis 
allot kXtjpóoj ; pepíÇw 
animal (úbiop 
anomaly ápwpaXía 
apoclima aTTÓKXipa ; àirÓKXiais 
—, be in íwokXívu) 
apportion pcpíÇw 
apportionment èmpepiapós 
approach (to chronocratorship) ÍTreppaais 
asccnding node ápapaipiop ; ipapipáÇiúP 
aspect eiripapTvpía ; ariais 

— see also diameter; quartile; sextile; trine 
—, be in pXéiruj ; €7ri/3Xc7rw; eTripapTvp-qois ; Oeiopéu ) ; papTvpew ; 
òpáu) 

-, along with avppapTvpétj 

—, not in ápLCLpTvprjTos 

—, superior beKaTe voj; KaOvTrepTepéio; KaOvTrepTtprjais 
associate ruler bicnuíp 
association avpnXoKT) 
attend bopv<popéio ; tppovpéu) 

Bad Daemon KaKobaipóprjpa ; kclkòs baípwv 

- 9 be in KaKoSaifiopéw 

basis piais 

be with avpwapaTuyxiw ! avpnapovaía 
bicorporeal sign bíawpop Çwbiop 

center KÍprpop ; KÍPTpojais 

—, be in a iniKePTpos ; KtPTpovpai 

—, in same òpÓKepTpos 
children, locus of tóttos t repl tíkpup 
chronocrator KoapoKpiTup ; xP 0V0K P° LTtú P 
—, be xP 0V0K P aT * UJ 
claim (to house rulership) XÓ 70 S 
co-house-ruler avpoiKobcoTrÓTris 
combination avfnrXoKrj 

combine periods (to same total) avpnápeipi rois xp^ois 
common return avpairoKaTiaTaais 
compute \prj<f>íÇ(A) 
computation ir-ntis 

configuration aipeais ; iarpoBeaía ; biáOcpa ; biiOeais ; criais \ axVP a 
conflict GTÍais 

conjunction avpa<prj\ avpobiKTj <páais' t avpobos 
—, approach to avpa<prj 


—, be in cvpítttu) 

—, next (following) péXXovaa avpoòos 
contact KÓXXrjais; avpatpi] 

—, be about to receive eKbéxopai ewaipiip 
—, be in KoXXáuj; ovpítttu) 

—, leave iiroppiu) 
control ÔiaKCLTéxu ; òiaKpaTeuj 
co-ruler íttíkoipos (Kvpios ); avpaipeTÍaTijs 
count pepiÇu 
countenance Trpóownop 
crescent ò^vywpios 
crisis; criticai time KXipaKT-qp 
criticai ÍOCUS KXipaKTrjpiKÒs tóttos 
culminate peaovpapiuj; sec also midheaven 

— simultaneously with avppeaovpapéw 

— with reference to Lot of Fortune peaovpapéoj r<J) KXripio 
culmination peaovpiprjais 

—, lower in rò yfjp 
—, simultaneous avppcaovpáprjois 
—, upper vnépyeiop peaovpápypa 
cycle kvkXos 

daemon, bad KaKobaipóprjpa ; kclkòs baípojp 
—, good àyaSòs baípwp ; àyaOobaipopêio 
death, locus of OapaTiKÒs tóttos ; Oípoltos 
decan beKapós ; bip(epiapós) 
degree polpa ; pópiop ; TpiaKOPTÍs 
—, reckoned by poipiKÓs 
depression Tatreipovpai ; tot reípiopa 
descending node KaTapipáÇwp 
destined kXtjpopopíoj; viropipu 
destroy àpaipéu ); -rrapaipiu) 
destroyer àpaipéTTjs ; TrapaípcTTjs 
destruction ipaip^cns 
destructive àpcupcTiKÓs ; irapaipeTiKÓs 
determine biaTeKpaípopai 
diagram a<palpos ; axvP a 
diametrical biapeTpcuj ; biiperpos 
dim apavpós 

direct motion TTpo<jOéTr\s\ TrpoadeTiKÒs toIs apiOpois 

disagreement <ttí<tis 

distance biáaTrjpa 

distant, be à<t>í<rTTjpi 

division aí peais 

dominant aspect KaSvTrepTèp-qais ; KaOvTrepTepeu) \ Karoirrevu) 
downwards KaTu><pepã>s 

eclipse ÍkXcitttikÓp 

effect; be effective ÍTrepyiÇopai\ íttot€Xcu>; vttíoxv; XP 0 * ipoltíÇu 
elongation ít róaTaais 

epanaphora enapaipopi ; enapaipepopai ] € 7 rí ápa<popãs 
equal degree or position, of laópoipop 
equator iarjpepipós 

equilateral triangle íaoaKeXis Tpíyupop 
equi-zonal òpóÇuiPos 
eternal aiúpios 

exaltation Ci pos ; ; v\pujpa ; rò v\f/uTiKÓp 

— of the nativity v\piopa ; v^mpa /cara ttjp yepeaiv ; vyf/iopa tt\s 
yepiaeojs 

—, sign of v^urpariKÓP ( Çwbiop ) 
extend <p6ipuj 

faint ápavpós 

fali in KaTaXrjyu) 

favorable position, in oUeíojs 

figure elbos 

finger óíktvXos 

first interval pópas 
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fixed Star aTrXavrjs áaTrjp 
forecast iiroTeXiu) 

Fortune, lot of KXfjpos , KXfjpos tvxvs 
fourfooted (Slgn) TeTpánovs 
friendship, locus oí tóttos t repl tpiXías 
full moon irava eXrjviaKTj <paais ; navaiXrjvos 
—, sign of 7ravaeXrjvtaKÒv Çúôiov 

god, locus of TÓTTOS 0eov ; rÓ7ros -rrepi 0eov 
good daemon áyadòs Saípiav 
good fortune ày a0ri tvxv 
-, be located in áyaOorvxiu 

hem in ipwepiéxu ; iptrepioxf) 
hexagon, side of TrXcvpà i^áyiovos 
horoscope yiveais , Oipa 
Horoscopos àvaToXiKÓv tcévTpov ; ojpoaKÓTros 
—, be in ojpovopiu ); iopoaKoiriu) 
hostile (planet) ix#pós 
hour, seasonal tcaipucrj üpa 
hourly distinction wpiaia SiaaToX-q 

— mean motion upialov piaov òpóprjpa 
house otKrjTTjpLov ; oIkos 
house ruler oíkoôíktwp ; otKoòeaTrÓTqs 
-, without àvoiKoòeaTTÓTris 

ideal zodiac votjtòv ÇwSiaKÓv 
incline Xo£óoj 

inferior aspect, be in KaPvirepTepovpai 
influence, have ávoTeXéu) 
inquiry ipÚTTjats 

intellect, locus of SiavorjTiKÒs tóttos 
intercalary (day) ip.poXiap.os 
intercept KaraXappivu ); peaepPoXiu; peaeppóXLa 
interval SiáaTaais 
— f first póvas 
—, second Svás 
—, third rpiás 

invisible; close to the sun vwavyos 
itself; its ovvn house éavrós 

Júpiter Zevs; &ai$<ap 

king, locus of paaiXiKÒs tóttos 

latitude ttXítos 

lead; forerunner wporiyriais 

loCUS TÓTTOS 
longitude pfjKos 

longitudinal degree tottiktj polpa 
look upon òpào) 
lot KXfjpos 

lots (of Fortune and Daimon) KXfjpoi 
lower culmination vttò yqv ; vTróyeiov 
luminary <pójs ; (puaT-qp 

magnitude pèye0os ; oytcos 

marriage, locus of yapoaToXitcós ; yapoaTÓXos 

Mars "Ap-qs; Uvpóeis 

mean motion, hourly wpiaiov piaov òpóprjpa 
Mercury "E ppqs; ZtíXPuv 
meridian pca-qpPpivóv 
middle of ijpiavs 

midheaven Kopv<pq; peaovpávrjpa ; pia aos ovpavós 
minute Xctttóv 

misfortune-causing sign peXeoKoirovpevov Çúôiov 
Monday rjpipa aeXfjvqs 
monomoiria povopoipía 


morning phase éyos <páais 

motion Kivioj ; KÍvqais 

multiply by 1 rotear 7 rapá; \pq<píÇw napá 

nativity 7 €PÍ0Xrj; yiveais; 5iá0epa; 0ipa; OepaTiov 
necessity (lot of) àváyKrj 
new moon day veopqvía 
node avvôeapos 

— ascending ávapaívwv ; àvapipáÇw 

— descending Karapipàfav 
Ilorth popeiás ; Popeiórepos 

operative á-rroTeXiaj; npaKTiKÓs; XPVM-aríÇw; XPTj/xarorTiKÓ s 
opposition àKpóvvKTos; àKpovvxía\ ànpówxos; àvTÍKeipai; 
peTpiia ; ÔiáptTpos; ivavTtos; ivavTiovpat ; ivavTtcúais 

— to own house ivavTiovpai iavTu) 
orbit TTcpínaTos 

outcome á7róXi/<nç 
overtake <t> 0 ávu) 
own oiKelos 

— domain, be in €7nrÓ7rws; íSiotottíu ); oUtíu)s 

— house, be in iSioOpoviw 

partnership (of triangle rulers) peToxv 

pass by TrapoSevu ), Trápoôos 

pass through SioSevu) 

passivity 7rá0os 

perceptible aia0qTÓs 

perigee Trepíyetos 

period of time xP° t '°yp a( pí& 

-life activities irpaKTiKoí xpópot 

phase <páais 

physical life periods aojpaTiKoi xpóvoi 
planet àarqp; €7rrà 0eoí ; TrXaviljpevos 
pole nóXos 

portend àTTOTeXiu ); iiriTeXio) 
portent iiroriXcapa 

position íttoxv ; oTâais; scc also longitude; latitude 

precede (in direction of daily rotation) 7r poava<pipopat 

preceding Trporjyovpcvos 

prestige (pavTaaía 

prognostic diroTiXeapa 

progression TrepiVaros 

project rays sce radiate 

property, locus of TÓ 7 ros 7 repi eÇoiaías 

quartile Terpayw^uT, TfrpayunKÚs; Ík Ttrpayúvov nXfvpâs 
—, Slde of Tcrpáyuvos trXevpá 

radiate; project rays àKTivofjoXéw ; ànrivofioX ta; páXXw 
— bctween pfire/xpoXtu 
receive (in house, triangle. etc.) i<no 5 é X opcu 
receiving (planet), i.c. ruler of receiving house viroôexófievos 
responsible locus ainaTtKÒ s tóttos 
retrogradation àvairobiaaó% ; àtpaípcTrjs i àifiaiptTiKÓ s 
return, common awaTroKaTáaraais 
revolve, turn aTpuxpáu 
rise ávariXX<v 

simultaneously with Trapa^aríXXw; avvavaTÍXXu) 
rising ávaToXrj ; íttitoXtj 
rising time ava<popá ; áva<popiKÓs 
—t of short 6 Xiyavá<f>opos 
—, of equal iaavá<popos 
, equality iaavátpopov 
rule (period of life) iiriKpaTéia; Kpariío 
ruler of day 7roXeiW 

-hour ôiiniov 

place in zodiac SeaKÓTrjs 


òia- 
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-receiving house oIkoòíktup ; irrroSexópcpos 

-terms òpiKÓs Kvpios 

Saturday 17 pipa K pópov 
Saturn K povos ; $>aívwv 
saturnine icporucós 
seasonal hour KaipiKrj üpa 
sccond interval Òvás 
sect atpeais 

— , of same <rvpaipcTÍ<TT7}s ; aipcTitcós 
set ôvpoj ; ÔvaiKÓs ; Svats ; Svtikóp 
seventh day (of moon; from Venus) c/ 35 o paia 
sextile i£áyupos ; éfá ywvos wXevpá 
share auppepifuj; avpLfieríx^ 
short rising time óXiyapá<popos 
side of hexagon i^àyojpos irXevpá 
sign Çúòiov ; Çúop 
—, according to ÇcoSiclkojs 

— indicating weakness 7 raOr)TiKÒp Çúòiop 

— of full moon TrapaeXrjPiaKÒp fci Siop 
slow motion, be in òXiyoSpopéu 
slaves, locus of tóttos ircpi òovXwp 
solar sign tjXiclkòp fúô iop 

solstice larjpepía 
South pótios 
star à<TTT)p ; deós 

start; starting period; first chronocratorship &<peais 

starter (first chronocrator) áfpérrjs 

starting (i.e. terms of starter) ctycrocós 

stationary aTTjpiyfMÓs ; cttjpíÇío 

step Paffpós 

subtract àpcnroSíÇu) 

succession (of chronocratorship) ápTLTrapáôoais 
summer solstice larjucpía iaptpós 

superior aspect òticarevta; KadvTrepTtpio ); KaOvirepTéprjois 


lable kclpúp\ Ópyapop 
take away irapaipovpai 

take over (chronocratorship) napaXappipu ); napaX^is 
terms ópia ; Ôpos 

— ruler of ópiKÓs Kvpios 
thcme Oéfia ; OepáTiop 

tliird (of moon) rpirala ; rpln 7 

thirds XcTrrà rpira 

time degree xP° vo * • upiaios XP° V0 * 

-of daylight iificpipoi upiaioi xpóvoi 

- - - nigllt PVKTCplPOl WpiaioL XpÓPOl 

transfer of power 7rapa5í6u>pi; irapáòoais 
travei, locus of tóttos 1repl ièvr\s 
triad; third interval Tpiás 
tropical sign TpoiriKOP Çòòtop 
trouble, locus of ápyòs tóttos 
turning away áiró<TTpo<pos 

unfavorably located iK-rrapairíiTTO ); TrapaTTÍTTTu) 
upper culmination vvépyuop p.€<rovpáp7)fia 
upwards (in direction of daily rotation) ipuxptpws 

\ enus WtppoSÍTri ; Kvwpisi <&u)j(f>ópos 

water clock «cXe^úSpa 
wax av^upujTtu) 

weakness, sign indicating ttclOtitikòp Çúòlop 
weapon (of Centaur) péXos 
winged sign TrrepuTÒp Çutõi op 

yield (chronocratorship) 7rapa5í5wpi; 7 rapáòoais 

zodiac. ideal pot\tóp ÇwSiolkóp 

— fixed áKÍPTjTop — 



CONCORDANCES 


A. PAPYRUS PUBLICATIONS 

Left column: number of papyrus (not page number) in the 
original publication; 

*: unpublished 

Right column: horoscope number (Chapter I) 


BGU 957 

—9 

Class. Rev. 8.70 

316 

P. Aberd. 13 

187 

P. Aberd. 126 

50.1,2,.- 

P. Cornell Inv. 78 * 

282 

P. Fay. 139 

161 

P. Fouad 6 

125 

P. Fouad 7 

293.X II 

P. Hamb. 96 

145 

P. Harris 52 

171 

P. Harris 53 

245 

P.Iand. 88 

320 

P. Iand. 89 

227 

P. Lond. 98 

95 

P. Lond. 110 

137,b 

P. Lond. 130 

81 

P. Midi. 152 

184 

P. Midi. 153 

431 

P. Mich. Inv. 1461 * 

208 

P. Mich. Inv. 6329 * 

182 


P. Osl. 6 

150 

P. Osl. 163 

190 

P. Osl. 164 

177 

P. Osl. 165 

394 

P. Oxy. 235 

15/22 

P. Oxy. 307 * 

46 

P. Oxy. 585 

220 

P. Oxy. 596 

139 


149 

P. Oxy. 804 

—3 

P. Oxy. 1476 

260 

P. Oxy. 1563 

258 

P. Oxy. 1564 

283 

P. Oxy. 1565 

293,VIII 

P. Oxy. 2060 

478 

P. Par. 19 

137,a 

P. Par. 19 bis 

137,c 

P. Princ. 75 

138/161 

P. Ryl. 524 

250,2 


P. S. I. 22 

366 


370 


376,a 


381.; 

P. S. 1.23 

338 


376,b 

P. S. 1.24 

351 


373 


381,b 


385 

P. S. 1.25 

465 

P. S. I. 312 

345 

P. S. I. 764 

277 

P. S. I. 765 

284 

P. S. 1.1276 

32 

P. Warren 21 

217 

219,11,1 

219,11,12 

244 


B. VETTIUS VALENS 
Left column: page and line of ed. Kroll 
Right column: horoscope L-number (Chapter II) 


83,10 

50 

114,6 

104,IV 

167,11 

75 

83,27 

95,V,18 

114,10 

108,111 

170,15 

152 

84,3 

85,11 

114,16 

112,VIII 

174.8 

120,11 

84,12 

83 

128,31 

123,VII 

210,8 

121 

84,23 

74, XI 

129,1 

97,11 

223.1 

120,11 

85.1 

72 

129,8 

87,VII 

227,27 

134,XI 

85,9 

82 

129,15 

86,XII 

228,15 

111,IV 

85,19 

97,XI 

129,18 

101,1 

228,31 

107 

85,25 

95,V,14 

129,24 

103 

229,6 

135,X 

86.4 

65,X 

129,29 

115,XII 

229,13 

112,VII 

86,10 

105 

130,1 

65,V 

230,7 

110,IX 

86.17 

61, V 

130,6 

88 

230,11 

153 

86,24 

109 

130,11 

89 

230,14 

102,XII,4 

86.32 

62 

130,17 

91 

230,18 

120,V 

93,21 

86, VIII 

141,28 

75 

230,22 

122,1,22 

93,13 

188 

142,8 

110,111 

230,32 

114,XI 

93,25 

78 

143,5 

61,X 

231,5 

123,1 

94,3 

101,111 

147,11 

114, V 

231,32 

113,VII 

101,22 

120,11 

147,23 

127,XI 

233,25 

37 

111,33 

87,1 

153,15 

75.1 

234.7 

68 

112,5 

118 

154,1 

74,IV 

234,33 

92,11 

113,3 

106 

154,10 

115,11 

237,24 

104,VII 

113,11 

85,XI 

156,7 

75 

253,6 

132 

113,19 

116 

156,14 

135,1 

267,28 

120,XII 

113.25 

117,XI 

157,15 

82 

268,7 

114,IX 

113,32 

92,XI 

157,20 

102,IV,a 

268,16 

122,XII 

114,1 

83 

157,24 

102,IV,b 

268,29 

118 
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269,11 

117, VI 

270,6 

74,XI 

273,10 

173 

273,23 

159 

273,33 

162 

274,4 

122,VI,30 

275,12 

122,VI,12 

280,34 

124 

281,24 

134, VI 

282,3 

108,XI 


282,16 

110,XII 

282,28 

113,VII 

283,3 

129 

283,14 

102,XII,14 

284,3 

105 

284,12 

158 

285,4 

111,IX 

286,29 

114,VII 

287,1 

120,11 


287,11 

118 

287,17 

127, VII 

287,24 

122,1,30 

287,30 

133 

288,20 

142 

290,6 

120,IX 

318,15 

61,X 

365,3 

431 

365,29 

419 


C. CCAG 

Left column: volume; page and line of CCAG 
Right column: horoscope L-number (Chapter II) 


1; 100 (f. 105) 

486 

1 ;102 (,r) 

474 

1 ;103 ( v0 ) 

479 

1 ;103 (vt,) 

475 

1 ;106 (f. 125) 

487 

1 ;107 (f. 126) 

484 

1; 171,2 (f. 140) 

497 

2; 168,4 

122,XII 

2; 168,24 

118 

4;106,6 

497 

5,2; 44,26 

173 

5,2 ;44,38 

159 

5,2;45,8 

162 

5,2:45,16 

122,VI,30 

5,2:52,24 

91 


Abydos, graffito 353 

Aelius Aristides L 117,X 

Antiochus of Commagene — 61 

Bodleian Ostr. 244 207 

Dura, Rep. II, p. 161 176 

Rep. IV, No. 231 p. 54 n. 6 
232 219,1,a,b 


5,2 ;82,30 

75 

5,2:85,17 

152 

5,2;119,16 

132 

5,2:120,30 

112,VIII 

5,2;120,33 

86.XII 

5,2;120,35 

101,1 

5,2;121,3 

103 

5,2:121,8 

115.XII 

5,2;121,13 

65,V 

5,2; 121,17 

88 

5,2;121,22 

89 

5,2;121,27 

91 

6 ;14 f. 300/301 

479 

6:64,26 

478 

6 ;65,22 

483 


D. OTHER SOURCES 

Right column: horoscope number 
*: unpublished 


Dura, Rep. IV, No. 235 * 

219.I.C 

236 

219,1,d 

237 

219,1.e 

238 

219,1,f 

239 

219,1,g 

Rep. VI, No. 736 

250,1 

Louvre 10390 * 

326 


6:66,16 

484 

6;67 (f. 301) 

76 

8,1; 146,3 

380 

8,1;221,1 

428 

8,1 ;231,5 

516 

8,1 ;232,1 

401 

8,1 ;235,1 

488 

8,1 ;240,17 

482 

8,2 ;58,3 

380 

8,2;67,34 

380 

8,2 ;82 var. 

76 

8,2;84,1 

40 

8,2;85,18 

113,IV 

8,4:221,1 

440 

8,4;224,21 

463 

8,4;236,8 

— 42 

8,4 ;236,24 

-71 


Manetho 111,738 —750 L 80 

Marinus L 412 

Nimrud Dagh — 61 

Proclus L412 

SEG Nos. 364 to 369 219,1,a to g 

Usener, Kl. Schr. III L 621 

Wilcken, Ostr. 1602 207 
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Boer, E., 9 ll 25, 19, 155 
books and papyrus, as cargo, 145 
Bouché-Leclercq, 2, 15, 176, et passim 
Boulanger, 113 
bronze objects, 145 
Brown, E. W., Tables, 2 
Bulgars, 159 

Byzantium, 4, 140, 141, 170 n. 70, 188 
Caesarea, 142 f 187 

calendar, Alexandrian, 3, 17, 18. 25, 46. 
50. 51. 173. et passim 
Athenian, 135 

Egyptian. 3. 17. 18, 25. 38. 46. 50, 51. 
16 6, 123 

Macedonian, 3. 15, 16, 49, 54, 58. 166 
Roman. 23, 25, 166, 169 
camels, 143 
Cappadocia, 159 
Caracalla, 165 
Carinus. 165 
Carmody. F., 122 
Cassius Dio, 109 

Ceionius Rufius Albinus, 161 n. 5 

Centaur, 92, 170 

centers. 3, 60, 138. et passim 

Cerny, J.. 29, 32, 161 n. 3 

Chalcidius, 141 

Cilicia, 159 

Cleomedes, 141 

climata, 3, 111, 138, 170, 182, ct passim 
Colchis. 159 

collection of horoscopes, 162 
Commagene, 14 
commanding signs, 5, 28 
Commodus, 165 

conception, 15. 28. 86, 112, 131. 187 
connected, 146 n. 2, 157 
Constantius, 165 


contact, 5, 146, 157 
Coptic, 29, 33, 22 
Cornelius Saloninus, 165 
coronation horoscopes, 16, 147 
Cramer, F. H.. 80. 90 n. 2 
criticai number, 102 n. \_iby 
criticai years, 97, HO, 111 
Critodemus, 79 n. 1. 82. 83. 84. 97. 102, 
176. 185 

Cumont, 80, 148, 185, 188, 190, ct passim 

Dating, method of, 1 
day, epoch, 18, 25, 167. 169 
De planetis, 115 n. 7, 121, 176 
death (scc also length of life) : 
in bath, 99, 122 
beheaded, 94. 95. 98 
burned to death, 99, 102 
choked to death. 122 
drowning, 95, 125 
executed, hanged, 96, 109, 141 
killed, 108, 109, 136 
poison, 84, 108 
by snake. 33 
suicide. 96, 99 
vvild beasts, 96, 112 

death of children, 100. 103. 126. 129. 130. 
141. 146 

of concubines, 107. 122 
of father, 108, 109, 115, U6, 128 
of mother, 1Q3, 108, 116 
of relatives, 33 
of slaves, 111 
of wife, 121 

decans. 5. 23, 25, 37. 66, 153 

decimal fractions of a degree, 25 

Delambre, 135 

Delatte, A., 140 n. 2, 141 

Demetrius, 142 n. 1 

demotic horoscopes, 161 n. 32, l 08 

demotic planetary tables, 166 n. 3, 173, 180 

Dendera, 5, 6 

depression, 7, 29, 36, ct passim 
destroyer, 26, 28; cf. also length of life 
diagrams of horoscopes, 18 , 49. 54 , 55. 58. 
76, a0. 90 n. 2, 144 n. 3(a). 144 n. 
5(b). 146 0.2, 147 n. 1, 156, 159n.ll, 
163 

diameter (= opposition), 6, 171 n. 22 
of moon, as unit, 26, 121 
Diocletian, era, 6, 165 
disjunct signs, 13 n. 35 
distance, 97 

from M, 134, 150, 152, 158 
dodekatcmoria, 6, 12, 25, 34, 35, 145, 146, 
149 
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SUBJECT INDEX: DOMINANT — OCCUPATION 


dominam, 3 

Domitia Paulina, 90 n. 7a 
Doresse, J., 64 

Dorotheus, 143, 147 nJL 149, 185 
double dates, 18, 24, 25, 167 
double prerogative, 68 n. 2 
dream, 34, 113. 16Z 
Dura, 49, 54, 58, 162 
dysis, 7 

Eclipse, 136. 148, 171, 174 
Edfu, 5, 6, 37 
Egypt, 159 

Egyptian calendar, sec calendar 

elongation, maximum, of Venus, 141 

epanaphora, 7, 8 

ephemeris for 467, 166 n. 29 

Epiphanius, LS8 

equinoctial hours, 169 

equinoxes, 4, 24, 25, 121 

equi-zonal signs, 142 n. 12 

eros, lot of, 9, 45, 67 

errors of prediction. 147, 149 

Eudaemon, scc Valerius Eudaemon 

Eudoxus, 15 

Eutocius, 172. 176. 188 

evening epoch, 18, 25, 169 

exaltation. 7, 29, 36, ct passim 

Fabricius, 135 

father, death of, 109, 115, 116, 128 

female sign, 9, 19, 23, 29 

fictitious data, 83, 87 n. 21, 89, 134, 152 

figures, scc diagrams 

finger, as unit, 25, 171 

Firmicus Maternus, 6. 25, 161 n. 5 

fixed stars, 26, 153. 171, 187 

Flavius Trocondus, 147 

forty days of danger, 17, 80, 91, 109 

Fotheringham, 52, 56, 60, 164 n. 16 

Freudenthal, J., 136 

Gagé, 54 n. 10 

Galerius, 165 

Galienus, 165 

Ganymede, 27 

geographical latitude, 3, 11 

gnonion, boroscopic and solar, 136, 140 

Goedicke, 1L, 168 n. 48 

Goell, T., 14 

graffiti, 49, 54, 58, 69, 163, 166 
Gundel, W., 6, 27, 186 

Hadrian, 17, 80, 91, 109, 186 
Halley, 114 

Handy Tables, 2, 4 n. 5, 9, 10, 134, 188 , 
cl passim 

Heegaard, P., 48, 50, 52, 73 

Hephaestion, 6, 80, 131, 1 7 6, 187 

Heracleopolis Magna, 16 

Heraclides Ponticus, 141 

Hermes Trismegistus, 27, 186 

Hermogenes, son of Theotimus, 71, 165 

Hermopolis, 24 

Homer, quoted, 155 

horimaia, 146 

horoscopes, the 36. 36. 37 

horoscopic gnomon, 136, 140 


Horoscopos, 7, ct passim 
hours, 24, 169 
houses, 7, 10, 28, 36 
Hultsch, 189 n. 76 
Humann, 14 
Hygeia, 69 n. 2, 145 
Hyperberetaios = October, 49, 55 
Hyperides, funeral oration, 28, 38 

Ibéria, 159 

illness, 32, 87, 101, 108, 111, 113, 127 
asthma, 90 

breast, chest, throat, 87, 88 
convulsions, 129 
dropsy, 90 

eczema, lichens, mange, 93, 129 
eye, 115, 118, 126 
feet, 103, 118 
fever, 32 

flow of blood, 109 
gout, 94, 95 
leprosy, 93 

lunacv, madness, 1 03, 104, 127 
Illus, 141 
imum coeli, 9 
índia, 159 
indictio, 165 

injury or bodily defects (see also illness) : 
baldness, 115 
broken limbs, 87 
castration, 114 

genitais, groin, 94, 95, 97, 114, 115 
hunchbacked, 108 
short armed, 102 
thigh, 94 

wounded, 119, 1 27, 129 
intervals, 79 

Isidoros, son of Pamenes, 69, 165 
Islam, horoscope of, 158 
islamic astrology, 161, 171. 172, 176 
Ismael, 158 n. 1 
ltaly, 182 

Jebb, 114 
Johnson, J., 49 
Julian the Apostate, 135 
Julian of Laodicaea, 188 

Kahle, P., 29 
Karanis, 50 

katarche, 7. 142. 143. 146. 147. 148, 149 

Khazars, 159 

Khosro I, 16 n. 13, 161 

Koch, W., 161 n. 5 

Kroll, 80, 82, 91, 111 n. 3, 115, 116 a 2, 
176. ct passim 

Latin horoscopes, 161 n. 5 
latitude of planets, 171 
lawsuit, 32, 103, 104, 106, 108, UL 113, 
117. 118. 120, 122, 125, 126 
length of daylight, 3, 26 
length of life, 77, 78, 86, 87, 88. 89, 92, 
100, 102, 105, 109, 110, 112, 120, 123, 
126. 129, 130. 136. 138. 174. 177. 178. 
179 

Lenormant, 114 
Leo I, 141 n. 3 


Leo III, 159 n. 9 
Leontius, 16 n. 13, 141 r 147 
letter, 149 
Libya, 159 

linear zigzag functions, 43 
lion, tamed, 146 

loci, 2, 7, 76, 132. 139. ct passim 
Loos, 3, 15, 16 

Lot of Fortune, 2, 8, 28. 41, 55, 56, 174, 
ct passim 

lots, 8, 45, 67, 164, ct passim 
lunar diameter, 26, 171 

Macarius, son of Hermias Gesdos, 72, 166 
Macedonian calendar, scc calendar 
Macrianus, 165 

magnitude, stellar, 9, 25, 91, 153, 171 

male sign, 9, 19, 29 

Manetho, 92, 163, 176 

Marcus Aurelius, 165 

Marinus, 135 

Mãshãallãh, 172, 190 

Masson, 114 

Maximianus, 165 

medicai supply, 145 

Metonic cycle, 10 

midheaven, 8, 9, 78. et passim 

midnight epoch, 167, 168, 169 n. 56 

monomoiria, 10, 155 

months, namcs, 3, 166 

morning epoch, 18, 167, 169 

mother, death of, 103, 109. 116 

Muhammad, 158 

multiplication table, 66 

Munychion, 156 n. 14 

Nebuchelus, 54 

necessity, lot of, 9, 45, 67 

Nechepso, 5, 28, 185 

Neugebauer, P. V., Tables, 2, 26, 156 

Nicagoras, archon, 135 

Nimrud Dagh, 14 

nodes of moon, symbols, 159 n. 11 

nodes of orbits, 25, 165. 171 

non-viable, scc stillborn 
normal stars, 26 
numerais, Greek, 136 

Obeying signs, 5 

obliqúe ascension, scc rising times 
occupation and status: 
cônsul, 140. 147 
dancer, 121 

distinguished person, 33, 79. 81, 86. 92. 

93, 94, 99, 103, 107, 113 
eunuch, 83 
gens, 104 
gladiator, 109 

governorship, 86, 88, 93, 97, 98, 101, 148 

grammarian, 140 

guardsman, 109 

hireling, 33 

night-watchman, 72 

patrician, 141 

pirate, 125 

praefectus augustalis Aegypti, 148 
president, 72 

priesthood. 83. 8Í 92, 100, 103, 127 

































SUBJECT INDEX: OCCUPATION — ZODIACAL 


quaestor, 140 
robber, 109. 144 
seer, 94, 115 

slaves, 32, 88, 104. 107. 108. 111. 113. 

1.18, 123. 127. 143 
soldicr, 93, 113. 118 
strategos, 94 n. 1, 98 
vagabond, 8], 88 

wcalthy, 80, 85, 88, 93, 97, 99. 103. 107. 
130 

Ophiuclius, 145 n. 27, 153, 121 
opposition, 10, 1Z1 
oracle, 115 
ostraca, 52 

ostrich feathcrs, as cargo, 145 

I*. Anastasi 1073, 38 n. 17 
P. Lund inv. 35a, 24 
P. Lund inv. 35b, 123 
P. Mich. 149. 5, 10 iL 27, 43 n, 8 
P. Ryl. 27, 24 
P. Tebt. 274, 123 
scc also the concordance p. 205 
Palchus, 142, 143, 144, 146, 14Z, 148, 149, 
176. 187 n. 61 

Palestine, 142 n. la, 159. 182, 187 
Pamprepius. 140. 187 
Panopolis, 141 n. 17, 188 
papyrus, as cargo, 145 
paradosis, 10 

paranatellonta. 43 n. 9, 171 
Parker, R. A., 6, 29, 32, 36 
Parthian war of Avidius Cassius, 120 
Paulus Alexandrinus, 2, 9 n. 25, 10, 35 
Pedanius Fuscus, 80, 90 n. 8, 109 
Pergamum, 113 
perigee, of Mercury. 26, 171 
of sun, 43 

period, sidereal, of Saturn, Z9 
periods, planetary, 10, 101 
perpetuai tables, 24, 172. 123 u. 82 
Pérsia, 159, 190 

pliases, 10, 24, 26, 27, 29, 4L 121 
Philip, Augustus, 165 
Philip, era, 152, 158 n. 1, 166 

planetary longitudes, computation of, 2, 

105 

planetary tables, 123 
planets, arrangement, 14, 164 
names. 1, 162 
Plato, 113 
Pleiades, 95 n. 2 
Pliny, 185 
Plutarch, 54 n. 4 
Posidonius, 185 n. 22 
precede, 11 

precession, 153. 172. 180, 182 
predictions in horoscopes, 101, 122. 145, 
162 

errors, 147, 149 
pregnancy, 15. 28, 86, 112, 131 
prerogative, 68 
Probus, 165 
Proclus, 135. 126 
progression, 132 


prosopa, 11, 155 
Ptolemaic canon, 24 
Ptoleniy, 10, 152 

Almagest, 4. 9. 12. 24. 27. 46. 153. 167. 
170, 172. ct passim 

Tetrabiblos, 12, 138, 139. 155. 188, ct 
passim 

Puchstein, 14 

Qasr el Banat, 48 
Quietus, 165 

Retrogradation, 121 

Rhetorius, 132. 138. 140. 141. 146. 150. 

157, 126. 187, 189 
right ascension, 11 

rising times, 3, 9, LL 35, 101. 170, 174. 
ct passim 

Roman calendar, scc calendar 
Rome, 182 

Rome, A., 133 n. 22, 150 n. 2 
royal canon, 24, 180 

Sachs, A., 161 n. 1 
Salt collection, 43 
Saturn, sidereal period, Z9 
Scaliger, 6 

Schmid, W., 114 
Schnabel, 185 n. 19, n. 25 
Scythia, 159 
seasonal hours, 169 
sect, 11 

Seleucid era, 166 
Septimius Severus, 53, 165 
Serapion, 3 

Serenus, son of Artemidoros Phanousire, 
73, 166 
Servianus, 80 
Sethe, K„ 168 

seven climata, 4; scc also climata 
Severus Alexander, 165 
sextile, 91 n. 2, 113 
Sirius, 25, 116. 170 
Skeat. T. C, 23, 29, 30 n. 2 
Smyly. J. G., 168 
Smyrna, 113. 144. 182 
solar eclipse, 135, 148 n. 9 

solar gnomon, 136. 1 4 0 

solid signs, 12 

solstices, 4, 24 

Spain, 80, 91 n. 19, 136, 170 

sphaera barharica, 22 n. 15 

sphaera recta, 2 n. 2, 4, 10, 11, 12, et passim 

starter, 12, 76, 78, 97, 105, 164 

stationary points for planets, 28, 41 

Stein, J. W., 135 

stellar magnitude, 9, 25, 91, 153. 171 

step, 12, 152 n. 12, 154 

Stephanus, 158. 190 

stillborn, 100, 141, 146, 185 

Stobart, 11.. 29. 38 

Stobart tables, 166 u. 33, 173 

stoicheion, 12, 29 

Stroobant, 141 

sun, symbol, 1, 163 n. 10 
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Swallow-Fish, 23, 25, 26 
symhols, 163 

for lunar nodes, 1, 159 u. 14 
for *v( and yntpa, 76, 159 n. 4 
for planets, 1 
for sun, 1, 163 n, 10 
zodiacal signs, 1, 26 
synanatellonta, 43, 171 
synodic periods, 10 
Syria, 159. 182 

systems A and B, 3, 12, 174, ct passim 
syzygies, 124 

Tarsus, 148 

terms, 12, 20, 29, 36, 41, 67, 82 
Tetrabiblos, scc Ptolemy 
Teucros, 43 

Theodorus, augustalian prefect, 148, 121 
Theon of Alexandria, 2 
Commentary to the Handy Tables, 154 
Handy Tables, scc Handy Tables 
Theon of Smyrna, 141 
Theophanes, 148 n.24, 158 n. 1 
Theophilus, 185 
Thrasyllus, Z6 
Tiberius, 165 
Timocharis, 185 
Titus, 24, 165 
Trajan, 90, 166 
trepidation, 26 
triangles, 12, 29 
trias, 79 
Turks, 159 
Turner, E. G., 29 
turning away, 13 

Usener, 159, 19Q 

Valentinian, 136, 166 
Valerian, 165 

Valerius Eudaemon, 86 n. 5 
van der Waerden, 173 n. 82 
Vat. graec. 208. 154 n. 34a 
Vat. graec. 1291, 2 n. 2, 4 n. 5, 27, 154 
n. 34a, 34b 
Verina, 144 n. 3 

vernal point, 4. 24. 25. 26. 172. 180. 185 
Verus, 165 

Vettius Valens, L4,5,5n.7,7,8,9, 10, 
LL 12, 13. 28. 66. 89. 101. 105. 174. 
176. 205, ct passim 
Vogt. tL, 10 

Washington University, 62 u. 1 
water clock, 35, 49, 123 
weekdays, 167 
Weinstock, S., 143 n. 2 
Welles, C. B„ 54, 55 
Westerman, W. L., 61 n. 1, 86 n. 5 

Yielding, 10, 116 
Youtie, IL, 53 

Zero, 156 fig. 20 

zodiacal signs, symbols, 1, 26 
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